
 

  
  Board of Education Finance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 29, 2010 
5:00 p.m. 

 

Attendees:   
Collie Hooper-Yan; Bill Tuinier; Gregory Goyert, Tony Krukowski, Tammy Taylor, Stacy McGowan, Courtney 
Solenberger-McNeill, Dallas Kelsey 
 
Renewal Millage/Sinking Fund Campaign 2010: 
 
A constructive and lengthy discussion was engaged in examining the relative advantages and disadvantages of 
an August versus November date for seeking renewal of the homestead/non-homestead millages and the sinking 
fund.  It was highlighted that the strategic communication plan must emphasize the fact that these ballot 
initiatives are seeking a renewal and not an additional tax burden for our residents. 
 
The many issues related to effective communication were central to the entire conversation.  It was noted that 
communication with parents may be somewhat hampered during late June/July due to vacation schedules.  The 
potential for parental “angst” was also explored from the perspective that with many changes occurring 
simultaneously within the district (i.e. a limited SOC program, staff retirements, budget cuts, Chinese students, 
uncertainty regarding state funding, etc.) that voters’ minds may be particularly “unsettled” in early August.  It 
was expressed that, perhaps, if “the dust were allowed to settle” with students in the classroom, that by 
November these anxieties may be allayed somewhat and that parents might be more supportive of the renewal 
initiatives.  There was consensus that given the heated political environment in the State of Michigan, that voter 
turnout in August (gubernatorial primary) would likely be substantially higher than in a typical primary election 
and that that factor was not a significant consideration in the decision-making process. 
 
It was noted that if a November date were adopted, and if the renewal initiatives failed, that the district would be 
forced to pay the entire cost (? approximately $16,000 ?) for a special election in early 2011.  Collie pointed out 
that there is pending legislation that would prohibit school districts from even holding special elections outside 
of previously designated general or primary election dates. Another confounding variable that was explored was 
the likelihood of a county-wide educational millage that is tentatively scheduled to be on the ballot in August.  
The committee unanimously endorsed the concept that passage of this millage would be detrimental for Grosse 
Ile from a number of different perspectives.   
 
After much discussion, consensus was reached that the students of Grosse Ile would be best served by planning 
to seek renewal of the homestead/non-homestead millages and the sinking fund on the August 3d primary ballot. 
 
The next steps are for the Community Campaign Committee to schedule their meetings to map campaign 
strategy and actions.  They will contact either the Interim Superintendent or the Finance Subcommittee when 
they determine that it would most beneficial to meet again.  Given the lack of a permanent superintendent, it was 
recognized by all that Tony Krukowski and BOE members would likely need to provide more “technical 
assistance” to the Community Campaign Committee than in past campaigns.  The distinction between 
dissemination of information and advocacy was appropriately noted. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:55pm. 
 
Next Meeting of the Finance Subcommittee April 12th @ 4pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Gregory Goyert. 
 


