
January 19, 2023

Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER), which provides key
information on the 2021-22 educational progress for Meridian Elementary School. The AER
addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report
contains information about student assessment, accountability, and teacher quality.  If you have any
questions about the AER, please contact the Meridian office for assistance.

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website
https://bit.ly/3Gzqrp0, this AER Report PDF, or you may review a copy in the main office at your
child’s school.

For the 2021-22 school year, schools were identified based on previous years’ performance using
definitions and labels as required in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  A Targeted Support
and Improvement (TSI) school is one that had at least one underperforming student subgroup in
2021-22.  An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that had a student subgroup
performing at the same level as the lowest 5% of all schools in the state in 2021-22.  A
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose performance was in the lowest
5% of all schools in the state or had a graduation rate at or below 67% in 2021-22.  Some schools
are not identified with any of these labels.  In these cases, no label is given.

Meridian Elementary has not been given one of these labels.

After a review of the Annual Education Combined Data Report, the information outlines some key
challenges for our school.  Our newly adoptic Distric Strategic Plan has specific key initiatives that
we have already undtertaken that address our specific challenges in order to accelerate student
achievement. The AER data indicates that there is a continued need for growth in ELA and math
proficiency.

To exceed or increase in the areas of reading, writing, and math proficiency, we have a number of
initiatives in place and in process. We have streamlined our Professional Learning Communities by
creating an elementary schedule that allows teachers to collaborate in the PLCs during the school
day thus allowing us to eliminate delayed starts.   This allows for full grade level collaboration in
both these essential areas as well as builds on the important foundation of relationships between
our teachers and students.

https://bit.ly/3Gzqrp0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13lHxkFEFO5pj_PsFrTUYbHXJQzrNcrUR/view?usp=sharing


In addition, our district hired an outside compare to complete a K-12 ELA curriculum audit.  The
results of the audit has led our district to start the first step of a new K-12 ELA curriculum adoption
process.  We have created the ELA currilucm adoption team and look to pilot several different ELA
programs next year in order to make an informed decision.  Furthermore,  all of our elementary
teachers, coaches, interventionists, and administrators will be Orton-Gillingham trained by the end
of the year.  This will help support growth in our spelling, reading, and writing as well as promote
consistency in instructional strategies across all grade levels.

Our math curriculum, Everyday Math 4, closely aligns with the Common Core State Standards and
provides online resources in addition to a spiraled delivery of standards.  Our teachers create
Instructional Leanring Cycles within their PLCs to identify essential standards and then use
frequent formative assessments to guide their instruction and provide differentiation to all students
to ensure mastery of these standards that goes beyond our curriculum resource.

We have adopted a new Science curriculum, Inspire, that is aligned to the Next Generation Science
Standards to help increase our science proficiency and provide our students develop key skills in
communication, collaboration, inquiry, problem solving, and flexibility.   To support highly effective
teaching of all subjects, all of our staff are being trained on the same Instructional Framework in
order to ensure consistent knowledge, pedagogy, and instruction across all classrooms.

State law requires that we also report additional information.

1.   School Assignment: Students are assigned to Meridian if they are in grades 3-5th. In the Grosse
Ile Township Schools, Meridian is the only school that houses these grade levels.

2.   School Improvement Status:  Our district MICIP Plan started in July of 2021.  Our district has one
goal that is to provide differentiated instruction in ELA to all students, in order to improve ELA
standardized test scores by 5% by 2024.  Meridian has specific strategies to help achieve this
district goal that we are currently implementing.  These strategies include research-based
intervention, Essential Coaching Practices for Elementary Literacy, Essential Instructional and
School-Wide Practices for Grades 3-5, Formative Assessment Process and High Quality Balanced
Assessment Systems, and a MTSS Framework and System.

3.   Description of School: Meridian Elementary is one of two elementary schools in the school
district of the Township of Grosse Ile. Parke Lane Elementary serves grade K-2 students and
Meridian Elementary serves grade 3-5 students.

4.   Core Curriculum: Meridian Elementary follows the state curriculum in all available subject areas.
The state standards can be found at www.michigan.gov/mde.

5.   Student Achievement: NWEA Test Results (% at or above 50th national percentile)

http://www.michigan.gov/mde


Reading 3rd Mean RIT 4th Mean RIT 5th Mean RIT
Fall 2020 192.8 (64%) 205.0 (76%) 210.3 (68%)
Fall 2021 190.5 (66%) 201.6 (65%) 210.7 (67%)
Fall 2022 191.2 (69%) 203.3 (74%) 208.9 (67.6%)

Math 3rd Mean RIT 4th Mean RIT 5th Mean RIT
Fall 2020 190.5 (63%) 204.5 (71%) 209.8 (63%)
Fall 2021 191.5 (61%) 204 (68%) 215.8 (79%)
Fall 2022 193.2 (76%) 204.1 (67%) 212.2 (68%)

6.   Parent-Teacher Conference Data: We appreciate the continued support of our parents and
community.  Our school has over 92% of parents or guardians in attendance for our parent/teacher
conferences.  Our community values education and the importance of meeting with teachers to stay
informed of student progress.

Congratulations to the students, parents, community, and staff of Meridian Elementary for another
successful year.  We are proud of our accomplishments and continue to look for areas to improve
student achievement in our school.  We are dedicated to our mission, “Learning
Together…Everyone…Everyday!”

Sincerely,

Nicole Garza
Principal, Meridian Elementary
Learning Together...Everyone...Everyday!


