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5111 – ELIGIBILITY OF RESIDENT/NONRESIDENT STUDENTS 
 

The Board of Education establishes the following residency policy for determining eligibility to attend the schools of this 

District.  

The Board shall provide tuition-free education for the benefit of children at least five (5) but under twenty-two (22) 

years of age whose parents reside in the District and such others as may be eligible pursuant to Federal and/or State law 

and the policies of the Board, including disabled preschool children who are at least three (3) years of age but not of 

compulsory school age and who are not currently enrolled in kindergarten, regardless of their citizenship or immigration 

status.  The Board shall meaningfully communicate material information about enrollment requirements and procedures 

with parents, including parents who have limited proficiency in English.  Access to information regarding enrollment 

requirements and procedures shall be available on the District’s web site.  

In addition, the Board shall provide tuition-free education for the benefit of a child whose grandparent(s) resides in the 

District and who is the subject of a: 

A. power of attorney designating the grandparent as the attorney-in-fact; or  

B. caretaker authorization affidavit executed by the grandparent that provides the grandparent with authority over 

the care, physical custody, and control of the child, including the ability to enroll the child in school, consent in 

all school related matters, and discuss with the District the child’s educational progress. 

In accordance with State law, the grandparent shall be considered the "parent" of the child who is the subject of the 

power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit. The child may attend the schools of this District unless the power 

of attorney or caretaker authorization form was created for the sole purpose of enrolling the child in the District so that 

the child may participate in the academic or interscholastic programs of this District or another reason exists to exclude 

the child under State law. Additionally, the child may attend the schools of the District until the power of attorney or 

caretaker authorization affidavit terminates upon the occurrence of one (1) of the following events: 

A. the child ceases to reside with the grandparent(s);  

B. the document is terminated by court order; or  

C. either the child who is the subject of the document or the grandparent dies. 

Additionally, the power of attorney terminates if it is revoked in writing by the person who created it and that person 

gives written notice of the revocation to the grandparent and the juvenile court with which the power of attorney was 

filed. Further, the caretaker authorization affidavit terminates if the parent, guardian, or custodian of the child acts to 

negate, reverse, or otherwise disapprove of an action or decision of the grandparent(s) who signed the affidavit with 

respect to the child, and the grandparent either voluntarily returns the child to the physical custody of the parent, 

guardian or custodian or fails to file a complaint to seek custody within fourteen (14) days after delivery of the written 

notice of negation, revocation or other disapproval. It is the responsibility of the grandparent(s) to notify the District 

within one (1) week of the termination of the power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit.  

The Board reserves the right to verify each student's residency and other conditions of eligibility for tuition-free 

education as well as the validity of the claim of any student to an education in the District. In addition, if a student has 

recently been discharged or released from the custody of the Department of Youth Services (DYS) and is seeking 

admittance or re-admittance into the District, such students will not be admitted until the records required to be 

released by DYS to the Superintendent have been received (see AG 5111 for listing of required records). Within twenty-

four (24) hours of admission into the District, the Superintendent shall request a copy of the student’s school records 

from the school the student most recently attended. 

  



Nonresident Eligibility for Tuition-Free Education  

A student shall be entitled to attend school in this District free of any tuition obligation under the following 

circumstances: 

A. A child whose parent has signed a contract to buy or build a house in this District and provides proper sworn 

statements shall be enrolled without payment of tuition for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days. The 

Superintendent is authorized to determine the number of days. The parent shall provide:  

1. a sworn statement explaining the situation, the location of the house being purchased or built, and stating 

the parent's intention to reside there upon its completion; and 

 

2. a statement from the builder that the house is being built for the parent and its location or a statement from 

a real estate broker or bank officer confirming that the parent has a contract to purchase, that the parent is 

waiting upon a closing date, and that the house is at the location identified in the parent's sworn statement. 

Such child shall also be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics, if released by formal action of the district of 

current residency and the OHSAA. 

B. Children under a shared-parenting plan establishing both parents as "residential parents" when the child is 

residing with the parent, if one (1) parent resides in the District. If a student resides in another school district but 

attends school in this District (where one (1) parent resides), it is the obligation of the parents to provide 

transportation for that student from the home of the nonresident parent. Where a court has vested legal 

custody with only one (1) parent, the child is entitled to attend school tuition-free only in the district in which 

the custodial parent resides.  

C. A child under the age of eighteen (18) years of age who is married and resides in the District.  

D. Students between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-two (22) who support themselves by their own labor, 

live apart from their parents, reside in the District, and have not successfully completed the District's high school 

program or their I.E.P.  

E. Students who are considered by Federal law to be illegal aliens, children or youth in foster care, and/or 

homeless students who are required to be admitted by Federal law and in accordance with State guidelines.  

F. A child with a medical condition that may require emergency medical attention providing a parent is employed 

in the District and submits the proper certification required by the Board, including a medical statement from 

the child's physician.  

G. A child, living with a resident other than a parent and whose parent is in the armed services outside the State of 

Ohio, providing the child's parent submits the appropriate affidavit stating that the parent is in the armed forces 

outside the State of Ohio, intends to reside in the District upon return to the State, and provides the name and 

address of the person with whom the child will reside. The child may attend school in the District tuition-free for 

a period not to exceed twelve (12) months. If the parent does not intend to reside in the District, the child may 

attend school as a tuition student only.  

H. A student who is living with a parent under the care of a shelter program for victims of domestic violence 

located in the District.  

I. A nonresident child who has been or is currently being placed for adoption with a resident of this District, unless 

the adoption has been terminated or another district is required to educate the child.  

J. Any student who enrolls in the District under the District’s open enrollment policy. 

Optional Tuition Free Education 

The Board may admit students tuition-free under the following circumstances: 

A. Children under the age of twenty-two (22), who are: 

  



1. in the legal custody of their parent; 

2. residing with a resident grandparent; and 

3. not in need of special education, provided the Board and the board of education of the child’s district of 

residence enter into a written agreement specifying there is good cause for the transfer, describing the 

nature of the good cause, and consenting to the attendance. 

The grandparent, and, if possible, the custodial parent shall sign the consent form providing the necessary 

authorizations. This option does not apply to children who are residing with a resident grandparent and are the 

subject of either a power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit that provides the grandparent with 

authority over the care, physical custody, and control of the child, as set forth in an earlier section of this policy. The 

Board shall admit children who are the subject of either a power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit 

tuition free. 

B. Foreign-exchange students participating in a bona fide foreign-exchange program or residents of foreign nations 

who request admission as foreign-exchange students or the student is a non-Ohio, U.S. resident admitted under 

an exchange program operated by a student exchange organization. 

 

C. Twelfth grade students whose parents move out of the District after the commencement of classes shall be 

allowed to attend school tuition-free for the remainder of the current year and one (1) additional semester. 

  

D. A child may enroll free of any tuition obligation for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days, on the sworn 

statement of an adult resident of the District that s/he has initiated legal proceedings for custody of the child. If 

the court fails to grant the adult resident custody, continued enrollment beyond the sixty (60) days will be at the 

discretion of the Board. If enrollment continues, tuition shall be assessed in accordance with law. If the court 

awards custody to the adult resident, s/he shall produce the journal entry awarding custody and tuition shall be 

determined in accordance with State law and/or the court order. 

 

E. A child who becomes a nonresident at the time of a parent's death may continue to attend school in the District 

on a non-tuition basis for the remainder of the school year. 

Optional Enrollment 

A student under twenty-two (22) years of age who is lawfully in attendance may continue to attend school in the District 

if, at any time following the end of the first full-week of October of the school year, the child or the child’s parent has 

relocated to a new address located outside of the District but within the same county as the child’s or the parent’s 

address immediately prior to the relocation. In such case, the child may continue to attend school in the District, and at 

the school to which the child was assigned at the end of the first full week of October of the current school year, for the 

balance of the school year, only if the following conditions are met: 

A. the District to which the child or child’s parent has relocated, which must be within the same county as the 

child’s or the parent’s address immediately prior to the relocation, has likewise adopted a policy to enroll 

children as described in this section; 

 

B. the child’s parent provides written notification of the relocation outside of the District to the Superintendent of 

each of the two (2) school districts. 

Any person or entity owing tuition to the District on behalf of the child at the end of the first full week in October, as 

provided in State law, shall continue to owe such tuition to the District for the child’s attendance pursuant to this 

section for the lesser of the balance of the school year or the balance of the time that the child attends school in the 

District under this section. If the child’s attendance was tuition-free prior to moving to his/her new district of residence, 

the child may continue to attend tuition-free for the remainder of the school year. 

  



Transportation for a child attending school pursuant to this section shall be provided in accordance with any agreement 

regarding transportation that exists between this District and the student’s new district of residence, or, if no such 

agreement exists, in the same manner as for students attending under open enrollment. 

 

Students Suspended or Expelled from Other District 

After offering an opportunity for a hearing, the Superintendent, at his/her discretion, may deny admission to a student 

who has been suspended or expelled from another public school within or outside the State, for the period of unexpired 

time of the suspension or expulsion. If the expulsion is from an out-of-state public school, the lesser of the period of 

such expulsion or the period of expulsion which would have been applied had the student committed the offense in this 

District will be imposed. When the suspension or expulsion from the other district has expired, the student is to be 

admitted providing all other eligibility requirements have been met. This provision also applies to a student who is the 

subject of power of attorney designating the child’s grandparent as the attorney-in- fact or caretaker authorization 

affidavit executed by the child’s grandparent. 

 

Mandatory Admission/Payment of Tuition  

The Board shall admit students who reside in the District but his/her parents do not reside in the District and tuition 

payments shall be assessed pursuant to State law if: 

A. the student is in the legal or permanent custody of a governmental agency or a person other than his/her 

natural or adoptive parents; 

B. the student resides in a home as defined by State law; 

C. the student requires special education; 

D. the child resides in the District and the child's parent is in a residential facility, correctional facility, or juvenile 

placement and the other parent, if living and not in such a facility or placement, is not known to reside in this 

State. 

If the District admits a student to the District who is not otherwise entitled to attend or whose attendance tuition is not 

an obligation of another district, the Board shall collect tuition from the student's parents. 

 

The Superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines for the enrollment of nonresident children which: 

A. admit such children only on the proper application of the parent or guardian; release by the board of education 
of residency, if required; and the approval of the Board; 

 
B. do not exclude any child, otherwise eligible, on the basis of such child's race, creed, color, national origin, sex, 

ancestry, religion, or disability; 
 

C. verify claims of residency; 
 

D. deny admission where the educational program maintained for the children of this District is inadequate to 
meet the needs of the applicant; 

 
E. make continued enrollment of any non-mandatory nonresident, regular- education student contingent upon 

maintaining good standards of citizenship and discipline. 
 
Tuition rates shall be determined as required by Ohio Statutes. 

  

 

 



Safe at Home/Address Confidentiality 

If a parent (or adult student), presents information to the District certifying that the parent (or adult student), his/her 

child, or a member of the parent’s household is a participant in the Safe at Home/Address Confidentiality Program 

administered by the Secretary of State, the Board shall use the address designated by the Secretary of State to serve as 

the student’s address for enrollment purposes. The District shall place a copy of any certification provided by the parent 

in the enrollment files. 
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Legal 

R.C. 111.41, 111.42, 111.43 111.46, 111.47, 111.99 

R.C. 3313.48, 3313.64, 3313.645, 3313.649, 3313.65, 3313.66, 3313.90, 3313.97 

R.C. 3313.98, 3317.08, 3317.081, 3321.01(B), 3321.03, 3323.141 

R.C. 3327.04, 3327.05, 3327.06, 2152.18, 5139.05, 3313.672, 3313.533 

A.C. 3301-42-01 

42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq. 


