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November 20, 2018 
 
Dear RSU 1 K-8 Families, 
 

As you are aware, RSU 1 has been adopting components of a proficiency based grading system 
over the last few years.  This is our final year of implementation for some of these new changes, 
especially for grades 6-8.  In an effort to ensure all families understand these changes to our grading 
system, progress reports, and report cards, the below Family Report Card Guide has been created to 
help you understand this first progress report and future report cards.  

For grades K-5, few changes have been made, so you will notice very little difference.  The only 
piece that has changed is the wording for each achievement level.  The scale used to be a 1-4 number 
system, and will now show up as the achievement level words listed below.  As there are four 
achievement levels, the system is virtually the same, but just uses words instead of numbers.  

For grades 6-8, you each received a letter from Mr. Libby or Mr. Ward in August overviewing the 
main changes to student grading.  The guide below provides the exact same information written in a 
slightly different way for you to understand.  Beyond the changes to how students are graded that are 
mentioned above, it was also shared in August that students will receive grades as they did in grades K-5. 
For example, students will not get one grade on an overall class like “math,” instead they will receive 
multiple grades on the main standards (or topics) that are covered in that class.  This allows students, 
teachers, and families to see, on a much more detailed level, what students know and can do.   Please 
follow up with your principal should you have questions about this.  

Since it is early in the year, not all standards will be graded on the report card.  This is normal and 
nothing to worry about as teachers are just starting to assess students on material they will learn over the 
course of the year.  

It’s exciting to finally have a consistent grading system for K-8, rather than three separate 
systems across the district.  Thank you for your flexibility in supporting this work and change. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Katie Joseph 
 
Katie Joseph 
Assistant Superintendent 
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RSU1 K-8 FAMILY REPORT CARD GUIDE 

 
K-8 REPORT CARD 
Our report card is aligned to the Maine Learning Results and reflects updates in our curriculum 
and instruction.  Parents will find: 

1. Category titles reflecting the Maine Learning Results standards. 
2. Proficiency Levels reflecting student progress toward standards (on a four level scale). 
3. Academic Behaviors reflecting Habits of Work necessary to be a successful learner (on 

a four level scale). 
 
REPORT CARD COMPONENTS AND UNDERSTANDINGS 
There are essential components of the report card that are important to understand. 

1. The content standards listed, based on the Maine Learning Results, describe what a 
student should know and be able to do at an identified point in time. 

2. The assessments, both formative and summative, that a teacher uses to measure 
learning and the extent to which a student has met each standard make up the 
standards grades. 

3. All grades over the course of the year are cumulative as standards are worked on over 
time, so a student’s work within a standard is “complete” on the final report card.  Each 
Trimester progress report and report card before the final one reflect grades at that 
moment in time. 

4. Habits of Work grades are just as important as academic achievement grades. 
 
UNDERSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS 
This scale provides information on overall achievement in the major categories of the subject 
area. Proficiency-based grading focuses on the student’s current academic achievement rather 
than how quickly he/she learned or how many times it took him/her to master the standards. 
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Achievement 
Levels 

Refusing 
(R) 

Beginning 
(B) 

Developing 
(D) 

Attaining (A) Exceeding 
(E) 

NA 

Explanation 
of Scores 

Student 
refused to 
complete 
assignments. 

Just beginning 
to 
demonstrate 
understanding 
of skills and 
concepts 
explicitly 
taught without 
extensive 
teacher 
support. 

Developing 
knowledge 
of concepts 
and 
application 
of skills 
explicitly 
taught. 
Additional 
teacher 
support is 
needed.  

Applies 
knowledge 
independently 
while 
demonstrating 
a thorough and 
mostly 
accurate 
understanding 
of skills and 
concepts 
explicitly 
taught. 

Applies 
knowledge 
independently 
while 
demonstrating  
a thorough, 
deep, and 
consistently 
accurate 
understanding 
of skills and 
concepts. 

Not 
assessed 
during this 
trimester. 

 
Note: If you see a Y or N this means the student either has (Y) or has not (N) completed 
an assignment or part of an assignment. 
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UNDERSTANDING LEARNER BEHAVIORS THAT REFLECT HABITS OF WORK 
This scale provides information on overall demonstration of the Habits of Work, and reports the 
development of skills necessary to be a successful learner.  
 

Score Refusing (R) Beginning (B) Developing 
(D) Attaining (A) Exceeding (E) 

Explanation 
of Scores 

Refused to 
meet 
expectations or 
do work. 

Unable to meet 
expectations 
despite 
frequent 
guidance from 
adults, or relies 
on adults for 
limits to remain 
in control and 
maintain 
appropriate 
behavior and 
sustain work 
habits. 

Needs frequent 
guidance from 
adults to meet 
appropriate 
behavior and 
sustain work 
habits for a 
period of time. 

Shows grade 
appropriate 
ability and 
behavior to 
sustain and 
meet work 
habits, with 
occasional 
reminders or 
assistance 
from adults. 

Consistently 
meets behavior 
and work 
expectations; 
doesn’t need 
assistance or 
reminders from 
adults to 
maintain 
appropriate 
behavior and 
sustain work 
habits. 

 
NOTE: Keep in mind that a “E” represents a very self-regulated learner, and is not consistently 
typical of most grade level appropriate behaviors. 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Q: Why a Proficiency--Based Report Card? 
A: Proficiency-based report cards consider: 

1. Consistent and timely observations and assessments throughout the year. 
2. Evidence collected through differentiated instruction. 
3. Student’s current academic achievement, rather than pace or number of attempts to 
master the standards. 
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Q: How does this help parents? 
A: Proficiency-based report cards enable parents to receive accurate information based on 
cumulative student progress throughout the marking period. In addition, they: 

1. Promote more detailed and meaningful conversations at parent/teacher conferences. 
2. Allow for careful and precise monitoring of student achievement. 
3. Reflect grade-level standards and expectations so parents gain a complete idea of 
student progress. 

 
Q: Why are all standards not listed on the report card? 
A: A proficiency-based report card is not the same as a standard/learning outcome listing.  
Teams of teachers and administrators: 

1. Reviewed the Maine Learning results for each grade level, and 
2. Chose descriptors which were considered most significant for student learning in each 
grade level. 

 
Q: Why are there no letter grades? 
A: A proficiency-based report cards rubric approach (with four achievement levels) provides 
information about student achievement without the need for letter grades.  
Letter grades: 

1. Do not show a student’s performance toward state and district expectations. 
2. Typically include factors such as effort, homework, extra credit, participation, and 
punctuality of assignments that may not demonstrate an accurate portrayal that the child 
has achieved the expectations of the standard. 
3. Are often averages of student work that may not indicate the level of proficiency the 
student has achieved by the end of the trimester. 

 
Q: Can a student perform at a level “A” (attaining) and then move to a lower level in the 
next trimester? 
A: The expectations change from one trimester to the next as students move toward the end of 
grade-level expectations. For example, a student may receive a “A/Attaining” in one trimester, 
but as the expectations increase, the student may not demonstrate the same level of proficiency 
during subsequent trimesters and may receive a “D/Developing.” 
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Q:  How can I use the new report card to help my child? 
A:  There are many ways to work with your child’s teacher to ensure success: 

1. During conferences, examine and discuss samples of your child’s work. 
2. Ask what resources are available to use outside the classroom to encourage greater 

proficiency with the standards and expectations. 
3. Although separate from proficiency levels, academic behaviors that reflect habits of work 

are integral to student success.  Discussing and encouraging these expectations will 
foster greater independence and achievement. 
 
 

It is important to remember that standards are constantly evolving within and across grade 
levels (with increasing rigor and complexity) and the expectation is that we are continually 

growing. Learning from mistakes, taking risks, and increasing effort will be encouraged for all 
students. Helping your child focus on continuous growth and lifelong learning will be  

key to their success! 
 

 

 
 

34 Wing Farm Parkway, Bath, ME 04530 

Telephone: (207) 443-6601    Facsimile: (207) 442-8295 http://www.rsu1.org/ 

 


