
Western Reserve Local School District   3765 U.S. Rt. 20, Collins, Ohio 44826    Volume 30,   Issue 1,  August 7, 2023

LOCAL
Post Office
Boxholder

Rural Boxholder

Non-profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Norwalk OH 44857

WR Board of Education
Permit No. 18

NEXT EDITION: October 2, 2023     SUBMISSION  DEADLINE: September 21, 2023

by Lisa Border, High School Principal 
At Western Reserve High School, we work with our partners at 

EHOVE, Bowling Green State University (BGSU), Lorain County 
Community College (LCCC), and other post-secondary institutions to 
meet the needs of individual students and help them fulfill their goals 
for life.  We measure our success based on how many members of 
each graduating class meet one or more of the “Three E’s”:  Enrolled 
in college, Enlisted in the military, and/or Employed in a job that can 
support a family.  This is a team effort, and parents, we cannot do it 
without you. Do not hesitate to call me at 419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or 
High School Counselor Libby French at ext. 2005 the moment you have 
a question or concern.  Below are some of our most frequently asked 
questions as we all prepare for a new year.  

When will students’ schedules be available? Here are important 
dates to know:

August 9:  Orientation for students new to Western Reserve. Two 
sessions to choose from: 9:00 or 6:00
August 11-18:  Grades 6-12 schedule pick up in the office between 
8:00 and 2:00.  Final Forms must be complete before schedules will 
be given.
August 23: MSHS open house 6:00-8:00
August 23: 6th grade orientation at 7:00
August 23: Last day that students may request schedule changes
August 24:  First day of school for students. School starts at 7:30 a.m.
August 25: MSHS student picture day (grades 6-12)
September 13: Grade 9 student/parent meeting 7:00
September 20: Grades 10 and 11 student/parent meeting 7:00
September 27: Grade 12 student/parent meeting 6:30 followed by 
financial aid meeting at 7:00

What is the middle/high school dress code?  The dress code for next 
year hasn’t changed much:  “All students will be expected to dress and 
groom in a manner that is conducive to maintaining a positive school 
climate for learning and that demonstrates modesty and self-respect. A 
student shall not dress or appear in a fashion deemed inappropriate or 
which interferes with normal school procedures, the student’s health and 
safety, or that of other students. Hats, sunglasses, hoods, blankets, and 
midriff-baring shirts will not be permitted in the building. Holes in 
jeans must be lower than finger-tip length. Tank top straps must 
be a minimum width of three fingers. Sleeveless shirts must have a 
hemmed edge.”

What is this year’s cell phone policy?  Please see the letter from the 
administrative team detailing our updated cell phone policy. 

When is picture day?  MSHS Picture Day is Friday, August 25 - this 
is the second day of school for students.  Parents may order pictures at 
Lifetouch.com with the following information:  

See ELEMENTARY   page 3

On The Western Front

WeR the Heart of Your Community
by Will Snyder, Superintendent Last year, as your new Superintendent, I spent time evaluating your 

district by being present, meeting with key stakeholders, and gathering 
community information through surveys using third-party vendors. Here 
is some of what I saw. I saw that Western has tremendous students, a 
dedicated staff, and a supportive community. I saw that your school 
district is a key component of the community&#39;s success and pride. 
I saw the desire and necessity for your school district to focus on growth 
and improvement while keeping its strong tradition. 

After a year of evaluation, dialogue, and planning, I proudly share 
our new strategic plan with you. Why a strategic plan? A strategic plan 
serves as a foundation for district decisions. It functions as a guide as 
we set goals, identify improvement strategies, allocate resources, and 
effectively respond to the needs of our students and community. It 
provides focus. 

In this issue and in the coming weeks and months, you will see more communication about impending 
improvements at Western Reserve that are directly related to our strategic plan. In addition to this publication, 
please watch our Facebook page, district app, and website as we highlight the action steps we are taking to meet 
our long-term goals.   

Visit our website to review each goal and its detailed set of objectives. 
Welcome to the new school year! The future is bright!  
Go Riders!

Welcome to the 2023-24 
School Year

When will the 2022-23 yearbook be available? We anticipate 
delivery of the book in the fall.  Parents and students will be notified 
when the book is available.

What are the details of administration’s behavior management 
plan?  See the Behavior Management Matrix.

by Leah Solomon, Elementary Principal
Welcome back, Roughriders!  The building has been buzzing these 

first 2 weeks of August with Camp Edventure 2023.  This is a jump start 
program to get students building their daily habits and getting into their 
school routines with activities focused on STEM, math and reading.  

We are so excited to see those smiling faces in the classrooms 
on Thursday, August 24th.  Teachers have been working hard getting 
classrooms ready and making their rooms happy learning zones for 
your children. As you are getting ready to return to school please make 
sure that your Final Forms have been updated online.  You can grab the 
supply list for your child’s grade level on the WRE homepage.  Please 
bring your school supplies with you to the Open House on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2022.  Last names A-K should attend 6:00-6:30 pm, and last 
names M-Z should attend from 6:30-7:00.  We have some changes in 
classroom assignments that include third grade moving upstairs this year.  

Western Reserve Elementary 
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12pm Golf vs Edison
5pm VVB vs Shelby

5:30pm JVVB @ 
Crestview
7pm VVB @ Crestview

4pm Golf @ Plymouth
5pm MSVB @ St. Paul

5:30pm JVVB @ Willard
6:30pm VVB @ Willard

4pm Golf @ Crestview
5pm MSVB @ New 
London

4:30pm Golf vs Plymouth
5:30pm MSVB vs 
Plymouth
5:30pm JVVB vs Edison
6:30pm VVB vs Edison

5:30pm JVFB vs St. Paul
5:30pm MSVB vs St. Paul
5:30pm JVVB @ Shelby
6:30pm VVB @ Shelby

5:30pm JVVB @ St. Paul
6:30pm VVB @ St. Paul

4pm Golf @ St. Paul
5:30pm JVVB vs New 
London
6:30pm VVB vs New 
London

5:30pm JVVB @ Plymouth
6:30pm VVB @ Plymouth

4pm Golf @ New London

6pm Marching Band 
Concert in the Park 
(Wakeman)

5pm MSFB vs Plymouth
5:30pm MSVB vs 
Monroeville 
5:30pm JVVB @ 
Monroeville 
6:30pm VVB @ 
Monroeville

5pm MSFB @ Mapleton
5:30pm MSVB vs 
Mapleton
5:30pm JVVB @ 
Mapleton 
6:30pm VVB @ 
Mapleton

5pm MSFB vs St. Paul
5pm MSVB @ Crestview
5:30pm JVVB vs 
Crestview
6:30pm VVB vs Crestview

5:30pm MSVB vs South 
Central
5:30pm JVVB @ South 
Central
6:45pm VVB @ South 
Central

6pm Board of Education 
Meeting
7pm 10th and 11th Grade 
Student/Parent Meeting

5pm JVFB @ Monroeville
6:30pm 12th Grade 
Student/Parent Meeting
7pm Financial Aid 
Meeting

7pm VFB @ Plymouth

7pm VFB vs Mapleton

7pm VFB vs Monroeville

CC @ Tiffin 
Carnival 
10am JVFB vs 
Plymouth
6pm Marching 
Band @ 
Vermilion Band 
Festival

9am CC @ 
Galion
10am JVFB @ 
Mapleton

9am CC @ 
Norwalk
7pm VFB @ St. 
Paul

CC Home - 
John Speer
10am JVFB @ 
Monroeville 
7pm 
Homecoming 
Dance

5:30pm JVVB vs St. Paul
6:30pm VVB vs St. Paul

9am MS/HS New Student 
Orientation
6pm MS/HS New Student 
Orientation

2pm Golf vs Crestview
6pm Board of Education 
Meeting
6pm MS/HS Open House
7pm 6th Grade Orientation

5:30pm MSVB vs 
Crestview

7pm VFB vs Wynford 7pm JVFB @ 
New London

5pm MSFB @ New 
London
5pm MSVB @ South 
Central
5:30pm JVVB vs South 
Central
6:30pm VVB vs South 
Central

9am Golf @ Mapleton
6pm VFB vs Keystone

7:30am MS/HS First Day 
of School
9am ES First Day of 
School

8-2pm Schedule Pickup

8-2pm Schedule Pickup
1pm Golf vs Mapleton

8-2pm Schedule Pickup

2:15pm Golf vs St. Paul
CC @ Keystone 
Icebreaker

8-2pm Schedule Pickup
2pm Golf vs New London

8-2pm Schedule Pickup
5pm VVB vs Colonel 
Crawford

8-2pm Schedule Pickup
7pm VFB @ Wellington

9am JVFB vs 
Wellington
9am MSVB @ Oak 
Harbor (7th & 8th)
10am JVVB @ 
Norwalk
10am VVB @ 
Norwalk
11am 8th grade 
MSFB vs Wellington

MS/HS Picture Day
5pm Golf @ Mapleton
7pm VFB @ Margaretta

9am CC 
@ Colonel 
Crawford
10am JVFB vs 
Margaretta

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL
Staff Professional Day
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ELEMENTARY
 from page 1The next deadline 

for On the Western 
Front is September 

21, 2023.

Contact Valerie Miller 
for article submissions

vmiller@western-
reserve.org

HOW TO REACH US
419.668.8470

NEWS ARTICLES:
vmiller@western-reserve.
org

ADVERTISING:
westernfront@western-
reserve.org

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
Valerie Miller, ext. 2017

SALES and 
MARKETING:
James Wiles, ext. 2041

LAYOUT DESIGN:
James Wiles, ext. 2041

Kindergarten has a staggered start 
like we have done many times in 
the past.  Please view the website 
or enclosed flier for those details 
regarding Group A or Group B!

Some changes in staffing 
this year include myself, Mrs. 
Solomon, moving from the 
Assistant Principal role to 
building Principal.  Don’t worry, 
though, Mrs. Cornelison has not 
gone far!  She will still be in the 
building but changing roles to be 
the Director of Instruction and 
Achievement with a focus on the 
K-8 grade levels.  Mr. Falknor, 
our Athletic Director, will be 
assisting with some Assistant 
Principal responsibilities.  And 
we would like to welcome Mrs. 
Klooz to our staff as a 5th grade 
teacher.

Can’t wait to get this 
year rolling!  See you soon, 
Roughriders!

Grade 6
48 #2 pencils
Four spiral notebooks - green, 
blue, red, yellow
Four folders - green, blue, red, 
yellow
1 yellow highlighter
1 pack of notecards
1 pack of 12 colored pencils
4 dry-erase markers
Earbuds/headphones - required 
for I-Ready assessments
Box of tissues – give to science 
teacher

Grade 7
48 #2 pencils
1 eraser
Four spiral notebooks - green, 
blue, red, yellow
Four folders - green, blue, red, 
yellow
1 yellow highlighter
1 pack of notecards
1 pack of 12 colored pencils
4 dry-erase markers
1 red pen
Earbuds/headphones - required 
for I-Ready assessments
Box of tissues – give to first 
period teacher

Grade 8
48 #2 pencils
1 eraser
Mrs. Wilson’s ELA class:

1 1-inch, 3-ring binder with 
pockets
1 pack of 5 dividers
1 pack of notebook paper

Four spiral notebooks - green, 
blue, red, yellow
Four folders - green, blue, red, 
yellow
1 yellow highlighter
1 pack of notecards
1 pack of 12 colored pencils
4 dry-erase markers
1 red pen
Earbuds/headphones - required 
for I-Ready assessments
Box of tissues – give to first 
period teacher

Middle School 
Supply List 

2023-24
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5pm MSVB @ 
Monroeville 
5:30pm Endowment 
Board Meeting

5:30pm JVVB vs 
Monroeville
6:30pm VVB vs 
Monroeville

7pm VFB @ South 
Central

CC @ Edison 
10am JVFB vs 
South Central
6pm Marching 
Band @ Willard 
Band Festival

5pm MSFB vs South 
Central 
5:30pm MSVB vs New 
London 
5:30pm JVVB @ New 
London 
6:30pm VVB @ New 
London

by Chris Sheldon, Assistant Superintendent
As the district seeks to enhance the student experience, improving 

safety measures is one of our peak objectives. We know that students 
learn best when they feel safe, which is why we are taking action to 
create an optimal environment for our students, staff, and community 
members when they are on our campus or traveling on our buses.  A 
year ago, our Board of Education took action to improve security by 
hiring a School Resource Officer, Deputy Stocker.  The SRO has been 
a tremendous addition while adding to the safety and security of the 
facilities.

New additions coming for the 2023-2024 school year to improve 
and enhance the safety and security at Western Reserve Local Schools:

Bus Cameras
• Stop-arm Enforcement and Violation Reporting
• Real-time onboard and exterior surveillance
• Real-time school bus location for parents
• Recording and Retrieval of video footage

These additions will work to ensure student safety when boarding 
or leaving the school bus at stops.  While most drivers adhere to a bus’s 
flashing red lights, we have seen an increase in stop-arm violations by 
drivers.  Our new system will be able to record driver violations and 
report them to law enforcement for authorities to take appropriate action.  
Another positive attribute is that the system will soon allow parents 
to track their children’s bus location for improved pickup and dropoff 
times, especially when weather naturally causes delays but also on days 
a bus is running behind during their route.  Lastly, the ability for onboard 
footage will allow us to help maintain and ensure proper bus etiquette 
is upheld for our students’ well-being and transportation experience.  
We are excited to continue enriching our students’ experiences, and the 
camera system will assist us in the process.  

Communication System
In addition to the abovementioned improvements, WR aims to 

enhance the student experience by improving safety measures through 
streamlined communication with law enforcement. By expediting our 
local emergency response through wearable devices, we will implement 
rapid, secure, targeted, alerts. As a rural district where the response time 
of first responders is often doubled in comparison to our urban/suburban 
counterparts, time is a critical factor in ensuring the safety and well-
being of our students and staff. 

The district’s new emergency response system is a rapid and discreet 
tool that empowers all school employees to quickly and easily signal for 
help as needed. The wearable device, activated by a push of a button, 
quickly alerts designated personnel, including law enforcement agencies 
when necessary, of the individual’s exact location, eliminating the need 
for phones or verbal communication, which can cause potential delays 
in response.  

Safe and Sound: 
Securing Staff and Students’     

Well-Being at Western Reserve 

Multiple grant funding 
initiatives have made it possible 
for WR to implement Centegix 
CrisisAlert and Surebus to our 
district this fall. In doing so, we 
will be better equipped to enhance 
student security and prioritize 
the well-being of our students, 
faculty, and staff. 

Should you have any 
questions about the upcoming 
changes to our district, please 
feel free to reach out to Assistant 
Superintendent Chris Sheldon at 
csheldon@western-reserve.org or 
419-660-8508 ext. 2606.

Cell Phone Policy
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Questions?  
Call Principal 
Lisa Border 

419-668-8470 
ext. 2001 or 

email lborder@
western-reserve.org

The Lady Rider Volleyball Team participated in a Team Camp at the University of Cincinnati 
in July. What a great team experience!

The Lady Riders Volleyball Team enjoyed some team time at the Cincinnati Zoo in July.

WR sophomore, Katelyn Libertowski, performing in the Norwalk Arts Center teen theatre’s 
production of The Drowsy Chaperone in June.  Also pictured is Noah Sumpter, a senior at 
St. Paul.

(above and below) Art Club students Grace Osborne and 
Kenna Fields participated in chalk drawing at the Firemans 
Festival.  
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We want your student in the 
Band program!

Parents of incoming 5th and 
6th grade students: This year, 
your student has the opportunity 
to participate in the Band program 
at WR!

Sixth grade students will 
have band as a scheduled class 
during their school day. Please 
contact the school if you would 
like to add it to your student’s 
schedule.

Fifth grade students will 
have band 2-3 times a week prior 
to the start of their school day. 
Band will run from 7:30-8:30am. 
Students will have the option to 
be transported to school by the 
MS/HS buses for the days they 
have band.

We will have an informational 
meeting about the Band program 
and instrument rental at the 
beginning of the school year. 
Exact dates and times will be 
announced on social media.

If you have additional 
questions, please email Mrs. 
Hicks at mhicks@western-
reserve.org

Band Program

1 – 2” or 3” binder
1 – three-hole punched folder
Binder dividers
250 sheets college-ruled paper
400 index cards
1 – case for index cards
1 – three-hole punched pencil 
pouch
Pens
Pencils
2 – dry erase markers

See district webpage for more 
information.

Spanish 1 and 2 
Supplies List
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Safety Town participants pictured with special guest “Buster 
the Bus”

Western Reserve hosted eight teams on July 27 for a 7 on 7. Head Coach Ty Stevenson talks 
to his players.

(below) The Western Re-
serve Flag Corps takes a 
minute for a photo op prior 
to the parade for the Wake-
man Fireman Homecoming 
Festival on July 30.
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The incoming fifth graders are building a racetrack for their 
Mario inspired LEGO cars at summer school!

by Lona White,
Hello, everyone, from the Roughrider Cafeteria! Here are a few 

helpful things to know before we start the school year.
Families need to complete a free and reduced meals application 

because it helps determine if they are eligible for free or reduced-price 
school meals. The form asks for information about the family’s income 
and household size, which is used to determine if they qualify. For 
example, a family of four would qualify for free lunch if their household 
income was $36,075 or less. Even if your children don’t eat school 
lunch, there might be other benefits to qualifying for free or reduced-
price meals. Additionally, children from households that receive other 
federal benefits are categorically eligible for free meals and may be 
automatically enrolled for free school meals without an application — a 
process known as direct certification. So, it is important to fill out the 
form to ensure that your family receives the benefits they are entitled to. 
If you are eligible under direct certification, you should have received 
a letter in the mail. Please sign and return the letter to school to have 
your child’s school fees waived. It is important to know that at any time 
during the school year if there is a change in your household income 
you can submit or resubmit a free and reduced application. If your child 
was approved for free or reduced school meals last year, there is a 30-
day carryover period to submit a new application. Each office will have 
applications available, or you can complete an application at: www.
payschoolscentral.com 

Through the generosity of establishments and private individuals, 
we have a community fund for our cafeteria. Community funds are used 
when students reach their meal charge limit. Once that limit is reached, 
a student will need to use community funds so they can enjoy the 
school meal offered that day without having to take an alternate meal. 
Community funds are only available if the cafeteria continues to receive 
donations – they are not a permanent solution. It is important to make 
sure that your child has funds in their accounts to purchase meals. The 
charge limit for meals is $10.00. When your child gets close to that, we 
will start calling, emailing, and sending letters home. You can send in 
cash or make a payment online at https://www.spsezpay.com/WestResv/
login.aspx. 

We will have menus available to take home again this year since our 
supply chain issues have been resolved. We will still have online menus 
with all the nutritional information, allergens, and any changes we might 
need to make available at: www.myschoolmenus.com

We look forward to seeing everyone!
Any questions or concerns? Please feel free to reach out:
Lwhite@western-reserve.com MS/HS
LBalog@western-reserve.com Elementary

Holden Nuhn Receives Top Honors

Cafeteria Letter

Ohio FFA President Aubrey Schwartz presents WR graduate 
Holden Nuhn his first place award at the Ohio FFA State 
Convention in May.

Proficiency Award winner Holden Nuhn stands in front of his 
display board at the State Convention in Columbus.

Holden Nuhn received top honors at the 95 th Ohio FFA Convention held May 4-5, 2023 in Columbus, 
Ohio. The 2022 Western Reserve graduate placed first in the state for his proficiency in Agricultural Mechanics, 
Repair and Maintenance - Entrepreneurship.

Nuhn will represent the state of Ohio at the National FFA Convention held in Indianapolis, Indiana in 
November. There, first place finalists from all 50 states, as well as several US territories, will compete for the 
Nation’s top proficiency awards.

Nuhn’s project and application consisted of the complete restoration of three Farmall tractors, two of 
which were chosen to be National 
finalists two years in a row at the 
Delo/Chevron Tractor Restoration 
Competition. Throughout his high 
school career, Nuhn logged over 
1,000 hours and invested over 
$16,000 on the projects.

According to National FFA, 
Agricultural Proficiency Awards 
honor FFA members who, 
through supervised agricultural 
experiences (SAEs), have 
developed specialized skills that 
they can apply toward their future 
careers. Proficiency awards are 
judged on the criteria of skills and 
competencies learned that relate 
to an agricultural career field, 
financial achievements, including 
growth in scope, and personal 
growth and development through 
FFA activities. Proficiency 
awards provide recognition to 
FFA members that are exploring 
and becoming established in 
agricultural career pathways. 
Nuhn is currently a sophomore at 
Wilmington College majoring in 
agriculture education.
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WR Band marches in their hometown parade at the Fireman’s Festival on July 30, 2023.
 Players from the Western Reserve Youth Summer Softball 
teams walk during the Fireman’s Parade and share a sugary 
treat!



Page  12                                                                                               On the Western Front                                                                                August, 2023


	WeR the Heart of Your Community
	Welcome to the 2023-24  School Year
	Western Reserve Elementary 
	Western Reserve District Calendar --- August  2023
	Western Reserve District Calendar --- September  2023
	ELEMENTARY  from page 1
	Middle School Supply List 2023-24
	Western Reserve Public Release 2023-2024
	Safe and Sound:  Securing Staff and Students’     Well-Being at Western Reserve 
	Western Reserve District Calendar --- October  2023
	Cell Phone Policy
	BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT MATRIX
	Band Program
	Spanish 1 and 2 Supplies List
	Western Reserve Elementary Start-up and Open House
	Cafeteria Letter
	Holden Nuhn Receives Top Honors
	INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

