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On The Western Front

Western Reserve has five students exhibiting in the Emerging Artist 
Art Show. Pictured below are Mayleen Sell, Kira Steele and Kaylee 
Kegley with their pieces.  Other participants not pictured are Beth 
Weisenberger and Lillie Christoph. The Emerging Artists Exhibit is a 
state wide art show and will be in person again this year. The show will 
be held at The King Arts Complex, 835 Mt Vernon Ave, Columbus, OH 
43203. Dates for the live show will be September 24th through October 
29th. Family and friends are invited to visit the show during business 
hours 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The Emerging Artists High School  
Art Exhibition

In August, the College Board awarded 62,000 students from across 
the country with academic honors from the College Board National 
Recognition Programs.  Western Reserve senior, Kaiden Colish, was 
named to this list.  More than 180,000 students from all 50 states were 
eligible to apply, which grants students with academic honors that can 
be included on college and scholarship applications.  By receiving this 
academic honor, Colish will be connected with colleges and universities 
across the country helping to stand out during the admissions 
process. 

Colish earned this recognition by excelling on the PSAT/NMSQT 
and in the classroom with a GPA of 3.5 or higher.  Colleges and 
scholarship programs identify students awarded National African 
American, Hispanic, Indigenous and/or Rural/Small Town Recognition 
through College Board’s Student Search Service.

WR Student Awarded with 
National Academic Honors

by Will Snyder, Superintendent

Fall came quickly! It was in 
the mid-80s for the last day of 
summer and a windy, chilly high 
50s for the first day of fall. I was 
at a flag football game with my 
family on the first day of autumn 
wondering if we had unpacked the 
boxes with our winter clothes. Is 
it me or is the wind chillier closer 
to Lake Erie? 

After finding my gloves and 
sock hat, thus far, this is what I 
learned.

I learned that Cedar Point 
lives up to all the hype. During my 
family’s transition to Wakeman, 
people from the area would 
constantly talk about visiting 
Cedar Point.  So, we finally did. 
After going to HalloWeekends 

Becoming a Roughrider
recently, I can say that we had a 
blast! I guess my family is a roller 
coaster family!

I learned that my definition 
of dress like Adam Sandler is 
different than our high school 
students’ definition. One of our 
recent student section themes 
was to dress like Adam Sandler. 
I got excited because I’m used 
to the Adam Sandler of the 90s, 
the Saturday Night Live Adam 
Sandler singing about sloppy joes.  
But to the kids, the excitement was 
to wear really oversized T-shirts 
and baggy athletic shorts. How 
often do we as adults see things 
differently than kids even though 
it is the same thing? It’s important 
that we understand our students’ 
perceptions as we educate, mentor 
and coach them.

I learned school spirit is 
tremendous medicine. Most 
people don’t realize that Covid 
had a drastic impact on school 
spirit in all districts. It is 
important that, as a district, we 
focus on creating opportunities 
for students to generate school 
spirit. Recently, we had a Blue 
Out for a big volleyball game. 
Due to a very generous donation, 
every student that wore blue was 
admitted to the game for free. We 
had over 150 kids present and the 
gymnasium was bumping. School 

spirit is present at Western!
Finally, I learned that with 

the support of our staff, our 
students can make an impact on 
the neighboring communities. 
Recently, at an away football 
game, that was evident. Our 
football team presented a bouquet 
of flowers to a young lady from 
Mapleton who is battling cancer. 
To quote this child’s mother’s 
Facebook post, “She felt so 
special! Seeing the smile on her 
face brings so much happiness 
into my heart. Finally, seeing that 
smile again after being terrified 
for the last two weeks, was 
amazing. We are beyond grateful 
for this amazing gesture!” Thank 
you, Roughriders!

WE are WR

Mrs. Marret teaches about balloon art. Students show off the 
animals and hats they built during enrichment period.

by Libby French, 
School Counselor

Enrichment is defined as 
“the action of improving or 
enhancing the quality or value of 
something,” (Oxford Languages) 
and for thirty-eight minutes 
every Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, the students of Western 
Reserve Middle/High School 
engage in activities to do just that.  
Enrichment is a period carved into 
the day that allows our students 
the opportunity to choose from 
a ‘menu’ of activities structured 
in a way that allows students to 
connect face-to-face, exercise 
critical thinking and problem 
solving skills, and hone their 
creativity and leadership abilities.  

The educational landscape 
has changed over the years 
with testing demands, COVID 
restrictions, legislative 
constraints, and societal pressures, 
challenging the staff of Western 
Reserve to think out of the box in 
order to meet the needs of students, 
educationally, socially and 
emotionally.  Students learn best 
in an environment in which they 
are challenged, having fun, and 
especially when they themselves 
possess the desire to learn 
something new.  The soft skills 
of sound character, resiliency, 
creativity, critical thinking, 
leadership, communication, 

learning agility, and motivation 
are what employers and colleges 
are looking for in future successful 
employees.  The enrichment 
period organically fosters these 
skills in a playful way through 
activities such as board games, 
instrumental lessons, four-square, 
line dancing, nature walks, yoga, 
strength training, and art projects.  
The list goes on and on and is ever 
changing to meet the wants and 
interests of the students.

Along with the opportunity 
to engage in activities beyond the 
typical classroom, the enrichment 
period is designed to allow 
for academic intervention for 
students in need of additional and 
small group instruction in areas 
in which they are struggling.  

Students can voluntarily get more 
help in an academic subject, as 
well as be required by a teacher 
to attend a study session and 
with three enrichment periods 
each week, can mix and match 
enrichment activities and 
intervention in order for all of 
their needs to be met.  

Smiles, laughter, 
conversation, creativity, 
teamwork, and concentration 
are encouraging indicators of 
a successful enrichment period 
in both students and staff as we 
continue to foster an educational 
environment in which connection 
is key in student success and 
wellness.

Smiles as an Indicator of Success 
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Questions?  Call Principal Lisa Border 
419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or email lborder@

western-reserve.org

Western Reserve District Calendar --- October  2022Western Reserve District Calendar --- October  2022

9am 6th Grade Academic 
Challenge
5:30pm V VBall vs S 
Central

5pm MS VBall vs N 
London

10:30am Sophomore 
Meeting with Ehove

2pm Veteran’s Day 
Program: Schrader, Scott, 
& Kovach
7pm Veteran’s Day 
Program: Schrader, Scott, 
& Kovach

12pm NPESC- Gym 
Class
3:15pm LPDC Meeting

8am Kettering A Capella 
Festival - Time TBA
9am NPESC- Daily 
Living Skills

8am Kettering A 
Capella Festival 
- Time TBA

12pm NPESC- Gym 
Class
5-7pm FAFSA Work 
Session

9am-1pm Grade 10 to 
EHOVE
2:30 Art Club

9am NPESC- Daily 
Living Skills 

9:06am WFC Fundraising 
Kickoff
5:30pm V VBall vs N 
London

12pm NPESC- Gym 
Class
6pm Board of Education 
Regular Meeting

12pm NPESC- Gym 
Class

2:30 Art Club 
7pm Music Program: 
Knittle, Babcock, & 
Wetzel

2:30 Art Club 
7am Vision & Hearing 
Screening
7pm Fall Choir Concert

9am NPESC- Daily 
Living Skills

6pm 4-H 
Horse Council 
H a l l o w e e n 
Dance

9am NPESC- Daily 
Living Skills
7pm V FBall vs Trinity 
HS

9am Dental Sealant 
Procdure
12pm NPESC- Gym Class
3:15pm LPDC Meeting

2:30 Art Club 
5pm MS VBall vs 
Mapleton
5:30pm V VBall vs 
Mapleton

9am NPESC- Daily Living 
Skills
1:15pm Homecoming 
Assembly
2:30pm Homecoming Set 
Up
6:15pm Homecoming Parade
7pm V FBall vs S Central 
*Homecoming*

9am 7th Grade Academic 
Challenge
11:07am Jostens Order 
Day 9th & 12th
12pm NPESC- Gym 
Class
7pm Community Drum 
Circle

9am 8th Grade Academic 
Challenge
2:30 Art Club
5pm MS FBall vs 
Monroeville
5pm MS VBall vs 
Monroeville
5:30pm V VBall vs 
Monroeville

9am NPESC- Daily 
Living Skills
5:30pm Gym/Cafeteria In 
Use - Private Event
7pm V FBall vs 
Monroeville

10am JV FBall 
vs Monroeville

9am C Country
9am MS VBall 7th 
Grade Tournament
9am MS VBall 8th 
Grade Tournament
10am JV FBall vs 
S Central
7pm Homecoming 
Dance

Western Reserve District Calendar --- November  2022Western Reserve District Calendar --- November  2022

PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE CALENDAR 

FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND 
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE CALENDAR 

FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND 
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

9 a m - 3 p m 
S a t u r d a y 
Annual Craft 

Show
Auditeria & 

MS Gym

Parent/Teacher Conferences

HOMECOMING
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Western Reserve Local Schools
are hiring substitute bus drivers

All training is provided.
Sub Bus Driver = $16.80 per hour.

Interested parties please send a resume
to Western Reserve Board Office

3765 U.S. Rte. 20 E. Collins OH 44826.
You can also bring your resume to the 

Board Office and call with any questions.
419-660-8508  x2603

by Lisa Muenz
 The State Support Team Region 2 (SST2) provides high quality technical assistance and professional 

development in order to assist districts in developing the capacity to fully implement evidence-based processes 
and educational practices that result in data-based decisions. SST2 offers diverse opportunities for professional 
growth for all educators, families, and agencies interested in the education of children.

The professional development is linked to supporting access to a challenging, standards-based curriculum 
for all children. SST2 also assists districts in complying with federal and state laws and regulations. The State 
Support Team uses data to determine the effectiveness at the local and regional level with the ultimate goal of 
improving achievement of all learners, including students with disabilities age 3 through 22.

Professional Development for Intervention Specialists

The Western Reserve Special Education Department was privileged to welcome representa-
tives from the State Support Team on August 30 to learn more about strengthening our pro-
gramming for students.

Graduation is 
the Main Topic 

of Class 
Meetings

by Ann Todd, 
Career Readiness Counselor 

Graduation requirements 
were a large topic of the 
recent student/parent meetings 
sponsored by the guidance 
department.  In addition, a 
timeline was suggested for 
college and career planning.

Seniors learned about the 
class trip to Nashville in March 
and heard from Josten’s with 
regard to ordering caps and 
gowns as well as other senior 
items. Financial aid information 
was also presented to seniors.

Those who were not able 
to attend can find a link to 
the slideshows on the school 
website and a copy of the current 
graduation requirements.

On October 5th, freshmen 
participated in the EHOVE 
Future Makers Manufacturing 
Day Event.  Students were able 
to explore local companies and do 
some hands-on activities to learn 
what skills are needed on the job.

Sophomores will be 
completing the youscience 
assessment which matches 
aptitudes and interests with 
sustainable careers. Tenth 
graders will also visit EHOVE 
on November 10.  Each student 
selects programs they would like 
to explore. This day provides 
kids the chance to see the variety 
of programs as well as different 
career options.

Lastly, sign up for Remind. 
Use the following:  Class of 2023 
- @wrclass23; Class of 2024 - @
wrclass24; Class of 2025 - @
wrclass25; Class of 2026 - @
wrclass26.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Ann Todd by 
phone 419.668.8470, ext. 2026 
or email atodd@western-reserve.
org or to Libby French by phone 
419.668.8470, ext. 20005 or email 
lfrench@western-reserve.org.
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by Leah Solomon
September has really flown by here at Western Reserve Elementary.  The month was filled with getting to know you activities, school pictures and exciting opportunities for children to 

get to know their peers.  Hard to believe that it is already October!
Our elementary music teacher, Mrs. Henry has been busy creating community connections for our students.  She brought in Miss Jody, from the Firelands Symphony Orchestra, to 

give supplemental music lessons to our students in K-2. Students enjoyed learning about the science of sound, and creating song stories. Miss Jody is always engaging, entertaining and our 
students love when she shares her music and books with them.  We love the opportunity to extend learning beyond our classroom walls as often as we can.

The second week of the month we focused on school bus safety in the building.  The state 
requires all students grades K-3 get a bus safety lesson.  This is also a great way for us to teach expectations to students, especially since many have never been on a school bus before.  

We decided to bring all students in the building by grade level to experience some on level support for bus safety.  This was led by some of the district bus drivers.  The focus in preschool 
is really how to sit safely.  Even though they do not take a bus to and from school, they get to ride to the library once a month.  In grades K-3 we focused on their place of safety and how 
to cross the street safely as well as safe riding practices.  Grades 4-5 did a basic review of bus rules and then discussed how they can help the driver train the younger students as our bus 
leaders.  All students received a set of rules for the bus to review with families.  Take some time to talk about those so your child knows the bus expectations and helps keep safety a number 
one priority.  Being present at pickup and drop off can also help our drivers keep open communication with families in efforts to keep all students safe.

A big thank you from the Elementary PTA for all the participation in our Mumpkin fundraiser!  We had lots of people purchase these adorable fall decorations and we know you will 
absolutely love them.  Don’t forget pick up for your orders will be on Saturday, October 8, from 10:00-11:30 AM in front of the elementary school.  These mums are big and beautiful and 
will take up a lot of space in your vehicle.  Keep this in mind as you are making a plan to pick up your orders.

First Full Month in the Books

 It is no surprise that young people are racking up more time on their electronic devices for both work and 
play due to the pandemic. What you may not know is that the presence of online predators has also increased 
as well as their chances of gaining access to our children.

Human trafficking is a $150 billion global industry that experts say is on the rise, especially online. In 
an interview with a local television station in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, prosecutors Melissa Hoppmeyer and 
Kathryn Marsh shared that children between the ages of 11 to 14 are being highly recruited by sex traffickers. 
They say these abusers are master manipulators that seek out both girls and boys they believe to be vulnerable. 
They are commonly connecting with unsuspecting youth through online gaming and in chatrooms.

The abuser will coerce a child into sharing a risqué photo for example, and then the blackmailing begins. 
The child is then told to share more sexually explicit content or face the consequences. Out of fear, the young 
person may send another photo or video to comply, and just like that, they are pulled in even deeper.

Many people find it hard to that believe human trafficking is occurring in their “bubble,” but the unfortunate 
reality is that it can and does occur in all types of communities, neighborhoods and homes.

Young people must be told early and reminded often that they are not to communicate with strangers 
online; only with people they know.

It may seem like a silly thing to have to say, since we’ve been telling them not to talk to strangers their 
whole lives. But there are sites and apps that encourage our children to do just that…talk to strangers. One such 
site that has blown up in popularity since the pandemic is Omegle.

Omegle is a free online chatting site that promotes itself as, “a great way to meet new friends, even 
while practicing social distancing.” The site says that users must be 18 + years old or 13 + and have parental 
permission.” But there is no age verification or place for acquired parental permission.

The user has many options at this point. They can text or video chat with someone unknown, or go into 
spy mode, where they pose a question and quietly watch as two strangers discuss the answer. The user can also 
choose an “unmoderated” chat, which says, “by clicking on this button you are more than likely to encounter 
sexual behavior,” or “adult” mode that says “the user will encounter sexual material.” At the click of the chosen 
button, the site picks someone at random for the user to chat with by text or video. Names are not given. The 
users are referred to as “You” and “Stranger.” The site also states that predators are known to use Omegle.

Profanity, pornography and predators: the danger exists on Omegle and within a multitude of other sites 
and apps that lure young people in and links them with strangers of all ages. Human traffickers are shrewd and 
cunning. They know how and where to connect with and hook young people.

Aside from full parental lockdown of the internet, our best line of defense in protecting our children 
against the dangers that lurk online is being aware of what is out there and talking with our daughters and sons 
about it; having open, honest conversations on what may feel like a difficult topic. We are not suggesting scare 
tactics, but we are encouraging you to let them know there are dangerous people with criminal intentions who 
prey on unsuspecting youth. Children must also know without a doubt that if they do find themselves in an 
uncomfortable situation, however it is that they got there, that we as their parents and protectors, will be there 
to love them and help them through it always.

To report suspected human trafficking activity and get help, contact the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security at 1-866-347-2423 24 hours a day, seven days a week, every day of the year, or submit a tip online at 
ice.gov/tips.

Sources:  FOX6 News Milwaukee, Derica Williams: Human trafficking a $150B industry; ages 11-14 
highly recruited. Jan 2021.  Parentology, Kristina Cappetta: Omegle – The Dangerous New Chat Site Where 
Kids Meet Strangers. Oct 2020.

Know! Online Predators On The Rise

The Day in the Life of the Middle/High School
by Lisa Border, 
MS/HS Principal 
During September, student/
parent meetings were held for 
those in grades 9-12.  The main 
objective was to make known 
current graduation requirements 
and review a timeline to follow 
regarding college and career 
paths.  

Darla Batty of Lorain County 
Health and Dentistry presented 
to 6th and 7th grade students on 
September 28 the importance of 
proper tooth care.  Students may 
receive free dental sealants on 
October 12 at WRMS with parent 

consent; check your email for the 
waiver.

Homecoming Week.  Here 
are events and spirit dress code 
for the week.  Monday, October 
10: “Surfers vs. Bikers.”  Tuesday, 
October 11: “PJ Day.”  Wednesday, 
October 12: “Twin Day,” Hallway 
Decorating, Bonfire at 7:00 by 
the football stadium.  Thursday, 
October 13: “Country vs. Country 
Club.”  Friday, October 14: “Spirit 
Wear,” Homecoming Assembly 
to announce king and queen at 
1:53 at the football stadium, 
Homecoming Parade at 6:15, 
Football Game vs. South Central 

at 7:00.  Saturday, October 15: 
Homecoming Dance.

8th Grade DC Trip 
Fundraiser Kickoff.  During 
middle school enrichment period 
on October 11, our World’s Finest 
Chocolate representative will 
meet with students to explain the 
details of this year’s chocolate bar 
fundraiser.  This has been a very 
successful sale in the past, and we 
look forward to raising lots more 
funds this year.  Each year, profits 
are funneled into the current 8th 
grade class’ account, and profits 
are then divided evenly among 
all of the student travelers in the 

spring.  Students who wish to 
sell chocolate will 1) return the 
signed consent form, 2) receive a 
carrying case full of 60 chocolate 
bars, 3) return $60 to the office 
once they have sold all of their 
bars and 4) return another consent 
form for another box if they 

wish.  Watch for information on 
the upcoming DC parent meeting 
with Nowak Tours, and as always, 
contact Principal Lisa Border 
with any questions or concerns:  
419-668-8470 x 2001 or email 
lborder@western-reserve.org.

Western Reserve senior cosmetology students Lillian 
Brubaker and Emma Cooley demonstrate techniques they 
have learned during the 8th grade fieldtrip to EHOVE. 



October, 2022                                                                                      On the Western Front                                                                                          Page   5

Students in Mr. Boose’s chemistry class use either sugar or 
salt to create crystals. They observed the growth over the 
course of several days.

The third week of September is National Farm Safety and Health 
Week. It is timed for this week because it correlates with the time farmers 
take to the fields working tirelessly to get their crops harvested and 
stored for the year. Unfortunately, it is also the season when many farm 
accidents happen. To help promote National Farm and Tractor Safety 
Week, Western Reserve FFA hosted “Drive your Tractor To School Day” 
on September 21, 2022.  Participants included Josh Barnhouse, Connor 
Reep, Sean Saunders, Travis French, Caleb Vaccaro, Robert Murdock, 
Cooper Zunis, Justin Yaworsky, and Landen Barnhart.  

Only in the Country

Tractors that made their way to WR for “Drive Your Tractor 
to School Day.” to promote National Tractor Safety Week.  

Students in second grade work with Miss Jody from Firelands Symphony Orchestra to learn about the science of sound

Students in Kindergarten work with bus drivers to learn and practice bus safety both in the classroom and on the bus.
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It is more than a game.  Prior to the kickoff against Maple-
ton, senior football captains Muck Grandy, Preston Ehrns-
berger, Rhett Grose and Gavin Smith cross the field to pres-
ent a small gift to Addi Brightbill, a Mapleton 1st grader 
who is fighting cancer.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

Prior to the Firelands Conference golf match, the Rider team 
of Mitchel Cooley, Tyler Alliman, Sydney Walter, Corbin 
Studd, Nolan Ryan and Kaden Altomare strategize how they 
will play the Eagle Creek course.  Shooting 94, Nolan Ryan 
was named Honorable Mention in the Conference. When it rains out and walking is not an option, some old-

fashionedgames are just the thing during enrichment period.

During halftime, juniors Jackie Houtchings and Mayleen 
Sell perform a flag routine as part of the marching band 
show.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

Abigail, a Belgian Malinois, 
visited WR during Enrich-
ment.  Aliyah Hernandez, 
Gracie Holzmiller, Anna Al-
flen, Lilly Clark and Natalie 
Sexton learned about basic 
dog training and watched 
Abigail perform under com-
mand.

 Junior Rony Lenz shows off 
the balloon hat she made 
during the Enrichment.

Students concentrate as 
they participate in a Mario 
Cart game.  Josh Perkins, 
Lucius Hunt, Ronny Hall 
and Thomas West compete 
in a race.

Having a little fun, a group 
of girls participate in “Just 
Dance” during one of the 
enrichment periods.

Enrichment is an opportunity for friends to compete in 
cardgame like UNO.
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In Mid-August two new students enrolled at Western Reserve.  
However, these two young ladies are not traditional students, they are 
exchange students.  Paula Sanchez Ferro and Adele Heck arrived at their 
host home with Michael Luli and Alisha Fannin on August 14.  Paula 
comes from Ubeda Spain and Adele from Namur Belgium.  

Sparked by a Facebook post, Luli and Fannin thought it would be 
fun to host an exchange student.  Both love to travel; love to learn more 
about different cultures and the people.  Hosting is a way to do this by 
staying home.  Fannin shared, “Through hosting we know we have 
gained some new family.”  The Luli’s hope to give Adele and Paula great 
memories and experiences and allow them to learn a little American 
culture while we also learn theirs.

Both students enjoy traveling and want to learn more about American 
culture and become better users of the language; being an exchange 
student allows them to immerse themselves. Since being in the United 
States, they have discovered there is a language barrier.  Being able to 
communicate is challenging because of slang and other usage of words.  
Paula shared, “students say I have an accent and it makes it hard to know 
what I am saying, so I often have to repeat myself.”

Coming to a small town has been a positive experience. “I feel 
lucky,” said Adele, “it is easier to make new friends and get to know 
people.”  Heck says she lives in the country, but her school is much 
bigger in Belgium.  Having completed all her studies in Belgium, Heck 
is taking courses to learn more about our government and language as 
well as have a positive experience in the States.  She also loves drawing 
and art, so is taking courses in this area, too.

Taking her final year of academics while in the U.S., Sanchez-
Ferro will be entering college when she returns to Spain.  Planning to 
study psychology, she sees herself working in a hospital setting when 
she graduates. Paula shared that she enjoys dancing as a hobby, reading, 
going to movies, and listening to music, citing “The Joker” is her favorite 
movie.

As for Adele, she loves music and movies, as well as cooking.  She 
made crepes for her host family and looks forward to sharing more 
Belgium dishes.  Paula assured, “the crepes were VERY delicious!”  

Students Learn More 
About the Culture

Two students from Western 
Reserve competed in the 
District Two Forestry Career 
Development Event on September 
20th.  Sophomore Caleb Kuenzel 
and junior Mason Kinney 
competed against approximately 
70 students from across District 2 
which is made up of six different 
counties and parts of two others.  
In this competition, students 
are assessed on their ability to 
accurately measure standing 
timber, properly identify trees, 
and are tested in General Forestry 
and Chainsaw parts and safety.  
Kinney and Kuenzel tied for 
First Place out of 70 students.  
Congratulations to these two 
students on this accomplishment!

(left) Junior Mason Kin-
ney and sophomore Caleb 
Kuenzel look at tree leaves 
during a recent competition. 
The FFA students tied for 
first place out of 70 partici-
pants.

Contest Winners out of 70

The fourth graders recently participated in a bridge-building challenge. Using tape, string, paper clips, 
and 21 straws each group had to build a bridge that spanned at least 30 centimeters. Each group then tested 
their bridges to see how much weight they would hold. The students learned about the forces of tension and 
compression and in the process had a lot of fun.  

Construction Challenge in 4th Grade 

In Mr. Babcock’s class, 
Dane Neel, Kota Evans and 
Ava Myers test their bridge 
to see how much weight it 
will hold.

Straws and tape are used by Mya Frye, Emily Vogel and 
Cole Hicks to build a bridge for Mr. Babcock’s challenge.

Exchange students Adele Heck and Paula Sanchez-Ferro 
visit the waterfalls at Cascade Park in Elyria, one of several 
memories to be made while they are in the United States.
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As we move into the fall season, first graders in Mrs. Conklin’s class 
learned facts about apples.  Students made apples, peeled apples and ate 
apples.  The kids also got to keep the seeds to plant.

It’s Apple Season

Ellyson Banks Emmett Todd

Johnathan ChapmanClayton Oliver

First graders receive a list of new sight words to learn each week.  Students do various exercises to help 
learn the words.  Mrs. Stang has added a new twist, and incorporated some fun to learning the words; she wears 
a hoop on her head.  As the students learn the words, they are able to crumple up the paper and attempt to make 
a basket at Mrs. Stang’s head.  This is just one of many ways to engage students in the learning process.

Read Those Words

Wearing a hoop on her head, 
Mrs. Stang prepares for her 
first graders to shoot their 
sight words into the basket.

First graders in Mrs. Stang’s class show off their sight 
words.  This paper is crumbled up once they know the words 
and used as a ball to shoot at a hoop their teacher wears on 
her head.

The Lady Rider Volleyball team is feeling “super” as they 
snap a selfie with new superintendent, Mr. Snyder.  The team 
has enjoyed him popping in at practice and appreciate his 
support at matches.

(below) In a JV contest 
against Crestview, freshman 
Cooper Zunis advances the 
ball.  The Roughriders came 
up big in the last five min-
utes as they scored and held 
the Cougars from a two-
point conversion with 40 
seconds on the clock for the 
22-20 win. Photo by Sarah 
Beck.

(left) Senior Garon Martz is 
ready to block as senior run-
ning back, Logan Wiegel, 
looks to turn the corner. Wie-
gel scored two touchdowns 
in the Riders 49-29 victory. 
Photo by Sarah Beck.

Attacking the ball, sophomore Gracyn Neuberger, looks to 
hit over the net.  The Lady Riders covered the floor well as 
they came away with the win against the Mapleton Mount-
ies. Photo by Sarah Beck.

Senior Libby Weisenberger 
hits around the block in a 
home match against Maple-
ton.  The Lady Riders beat 
the Mounties 25-12, 25-15, 
25-12.
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Recently, Mrs. Klimczak’s (formerly Mrs. Rosenau) classes, conducted an experiment regarding students 
having their cellphones in class and the amount of distraction they cause to the learning process. In most classes 
in the high school, students are asked to silence their phones at the very least. In others, there is a cell phone 
holder in which phones are deposited and remain for the academic period. 

On this particular day, however, Mrs. Klimczak asked students not only to hold onto their phones, but 
to allow notifications to come through at a reasonable volume. She continued trying to teach her lesson and 
interacting with her class all while the notifications came through. Each time a student received a notification of 
any sort (Instagram, email, Snapchat, etc) students were to approach the board and put a tally mark by the type 
of notification received. Most classes participated in this activity for approximately 40 minutes.  

The AVERAGE between four classes was 264 notifications in one, forty minute class period. As much 
as we suspected cell phones were a distraction, the results of the experiment still surprised her classes. This 
experiment gave students a visual of just how disruptive devices can be to the learning process!   

Tally Marks Tell the Real Situation

The numbers do not lie.  During Spanish class, students tallied how many times they received 
a notification of some sort on their mobile device. This experiment ‘showed’ students just 
how much learning can be impacted by constant distractions.

Western Reserve was well represented at the annual United fund breakfast in Norwalk on 
September 8. Adults from left to right are Kathy McClendon, Libby French, Ed McClendon, 
and Lisa Border. Student representatives are middle school student council members Ava 
Gardner, Maya Ommert, and Titus Steele.

Students are engaged in the 1-100 activity during Mrs. Sher-
man’s math class. The goal was to find as many numbers, in 
sequence, in just two (short) minutes!

(right) Eighth grade students explore the Medical Careers 
program at EHOVE during a recent field trip.  Makenna 
Myers, Renee Canfield, Makayla Case and Addison Gibson 
talk with WR students Grace Hartman and Adryana Rangel 
about the different tasks they are learning.

(left) It is a team effort as 
Audree Jackson, Aubree Zu-
nis, Alexis Rettig and Hailey 
Brammer make this pass in 
a recent match against New 
London.  The Lady Riders 
defeated the Cats 25-14 and 
25-14. Add Photo by Sarah 
Beck

The marching band cheers following a Roughrider touch-
down against the Mapleton Mounties.  Photo by Sarah Beck.
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Mark Starkey, Agricultural Educator at Western Reserve Local Schools attended a 12-day professional 
development institute at Ridgewater College in Willmar, Minnesota.  This Professional Development Institute 
was designed to certify educators across the United States to teach Technical Applications in Agriculture, a 
newly developed course funded through a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant.  This newly designed 
course is a joint venture bringing together partners such as AgCentric, Northern Center of Agricultural 
Excellence, Ridgewater College, and Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education (CASE). 

Starkey was one of 14 educators from ten different states assigned to field test the Technical Applications 
of Agriculture (TAA) coursework.  Educators attending the institute were selected based on an application, 
which included an administrative support letter.  Starkey was the only teacher representing the state of Ohio in 
attendance.  Other states represented by educators at this institute included Kentucky, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Minnesota, North Dakota, Washington, and Oregon.

The course is designed for dual enrollment credit at post-secondary institutions. Secondary students 
successfully completing the course for a credential and college credit will move seamlessly into an agricultural 
technician training program at partnering post-secondary schools or into the agricultural technician workforce.

The development of the Technical Applications in Agriculture (TAA) course is funded through an Advanced 
Technological Education National Science Foundation grant.  The Technical Applications course challenges 
students in a skills-based capstone course that includes higher-level project based learning, critical thinking, 
and advanced diagnostics while incorporating every level of STEM education.

 CASE (Curriculum for Ag. Science Education) is an instructional system that is changing the culture 
of agriculture programs in the United States through intense teacher professional development; inquiry-based, 
student-focused lessons; assessment; and certification. CASE equips teachers to elevate student experiences 
in the agriculture classroom, and prepares students for success in college and careers emphasizing science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM).

In 2009, schools began implementing CASE into their programs. More than 2,000 teachers from 45 states, 
plus the Virgin Islands, hold close to 3,000 certifications and use them each day in their agriculture classrooms.

During the CASE Institute, Mark Starkey spent 100 hours working through nearly every lesson in the 
year-long curriculum and learning how to deliver lessons in an inquiry-based way that will shift focus in the 
classroom from teacher-led to student-directed learning.

CASE is an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education and managed by the National 
Association of the Agricultural Educators (NAAE).  For more information about CASE, visit www.
case4learning.org.

Agricultural Education Teacher Gains 
Professional Development Certification

Senior Sean Murdock and junior Blake Caudill run among 
the pack during the Tiffin Carnival Cross Country meet.  
Murdock finished 9th place overall. Photo by Sarah Beck.

During a recent match against New London, 7th grader Sky-
leur Young hits the ball over the net.  The young Lady Riders 
were able to beat the Wildcats.
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