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On The Western Front

by Leah Solomon
August has been a busy 

month here at Western Reserve 
Elementary.  We held a jump start 
summer school program called 
Camp Edventure that was offered 
to all students.  For the first two 
weeks of the month, 60 students 
participated in ELA, Math and 
STEM activities that engaged 
their brains and got them back in 
some of the school year routines.  
The highlight of the week was 
the field trip to Humanetics ATD 
Manufacturing where they got to 
see demonstrations of the crash 
test dummies.  Needless to say, 
they were in awe of how this 
worked!  They came back to the 
building with their safety goggles 
on and so much to say about what 
they learned!

Teachers came back on 
campus, officially, August 22, 
2022 filled with excitement for 
the new school year.  They set 
up classrooms, participated in 
some professional development 
and designed plans to support 
students as they transition into a 
new grade level.  These first few 
days are always jam packed with 
much to do to prepare for the new 

Excitement Builds in the 
Elementary During August

Best of Shows from the Huron County Fair

by Will Snyder
Wow, how swiftly did August 

fly by? My first month serving the 
community of Western Reserve 
Local Schools came and went 
very quickly. So quickly that 
the Western Front deadline just 
seemed to appear. No worries as 
it is not hard to identify awesome 
things to share.

After completing a fast-
paced August, thus far, this is 
what I have learned. 

I learned that the Huron 
County Fair is not just an 
annual event, but rather a way 
of life. Western had hundreds of 
students involved through our 
FFA program, community 4-H 
groups as well as our local farms. 
Everywhere I went the topic of 
conversation was the fair from 
the livestock being shown to the 
projects displayed and, of course, 
the best fair foods. It was so much 
fun to hear from students about the 
investment that they have made in 
their projects and how proud they 
were of their accomplishments. 
Well done, Roughriders!

Becoming a Roughrider

by Lisa Border, MSHS Principal
Thank you, students and 

parents, for filling out your Final 
Forms information in such a 
timely manner this year.  With 
your cooperation, we were able 
to distribute students’ class 
schedules well before the first day 
of school, giving them plenty of 
time to find their classes and try 
out their locker combinations.  
This was the smoothest start to a 
school year in recent memory.

Sixth grade orientation on 
August 23 was well-attended by 
students, siblings, and parents, 
and our newest middle schoolers 
left the event feeling confident.

Picture day is already 
in the books; students were 
photographed on August 26, and 
retake day is scheduled for Friday, 
October 7.

Freshmen and their parents 
are invited to attend “9th Grade 
Orientation” on Wednesday, 
September 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
auditeria.  Administration and 
guidance will discuss high school 
expectations and the requirements 
for graduation for the Class of 
2026.

As always, I encourage 
everyone to reach out with 
questions and concerns.  You 
may contact me at 419-668-8470 
extension 2001 or lborder@
western-reserve.org.  Thank you 
for your continued partnership.

The New Year 
is Underway

I learned that the schools 
are so well cared for by the 
maintenance staff and custodians, 
however boilers don’t last forever 
and replacing one can be rather 
expensive. In our district, we have 
five boilers, three in the middle 
school / high school and two in 
the elementary. Currently we are 
replacing our second boiler in the 
past two years. Since all of the 
boilers were installed in the same 
time frame, it is highly likely that 
the remaining three boilers will 
also need replaced in the near 
future. 

I learned that our 
transportation team is second to 
none. They are tasked with safely 
transporting hundreds of students 
to and from school every day. They 
have to be focused with a critical 
eye at all times. To transport 
our student body, they plot and 
practice their routes, attempt 
to contact every parent before 
school and meet regularly to go 
over proper procedures.  They 
even wash and clean their buses 
which demonstrates a real area of 
pride. As a father of a student that 
rides, I appreciate their attention 
to detail and dedication to safety.    

I learned that the Roughrider 
community is full of positive 
energy. Everyone wants to see 
this school district succeed and 
everyday I see evidence of the 
hard work and dedication it takes 
for that to happen. We Are WR!

Mayleen Sell took Best of Show in the 2D and 3D category 
at the Huron County Fair this year. Pictured above you see 
her cresent moon made out of stain glass and to the right her 
pastel alien portrait.

year.  
During the open house our 

halls filled with excited students 
and families eagerly awaiting 
the moment they would meet 
their new teachers.  We gathered 
supplies and materials to ease 
the first day of school worries.  
So much energy packed into 
one short hour of time.  The 
excitement boiled over into the 
first day of school the very next 
day.  There really are no words to 
describe the faces of the students 
as they make their way into the 
building on their first day.  It’s 
such a mix for so many.  You 
can see the hope, anticipation, 
excitement and fear all wrapped 
up in one little body.  We are truly 
blessed to get to work with your 
children and look forward to an 
amazing school year.

Please do not forget to get 
your smiles ready for picture day 
on September 8th!  Picture packets 
should have come home with 
your child last week but you can 
also sign up online; visit https://
lifetouch.com/.  Our school name 
in the system is Western Reserve 
Elem School and our picture day 
ID is EVTXFKZ2D.  You will 
need your child’s teacher’s name 
to do this online.

Hope to see you at the next 
home football game on September 
16th at 7:00 pm against Plymouth. 
#go roughriders

High school students prac-
tice smiling prior to getting 
their pictures taken.
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PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE CALENDAR 

FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND 
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

2:20pm MS Academic 
Challenge Grades 6-8
5pm CC  Wynford Invite
5:30pm VVB vs Willard

4pm Golf vs Mapleton

5pm Golf vs New London
5pm MSVB @ Monroeville

2:20pm MS Academic 
Challenge Grades 6-8
5:30pm VVB vs 
Monroeville

2:20pm MS Academic 
Challenge Grades 6-8
5:30pm VVB vs Mapleton

9:06am Jostens - Seniors 
& Freshman
7pm VFB vs St Paul

9am CC John 
Spear Invite
10am VVB @ 
Wellington
1pm JVFB @ St 
Paul
6pm Willard 
Band Festival

2:20pm MS Academic 
Challenge Grades 6-8
5:30pm VVB @ 
Crestview

6:30pm Senior Parent 
Meeting
7:15pm Financial Aid 
Meeting

6pm Board of Education 
Regular Meeting
7pm Sophomore & Junior 
Parent Meeting

9am CC @ St 
Joseph Streak 
Invite
10am JVFB vs 
Mapleton
6pm South 
Central Parade 
of Bands

4pm Golf vs Crestview
5pm MSVB @Mapleton

5pm MSVB vs Crestview
5:30pm VVB vs Shelby

9am 6th Grade Academic 
Challenge
5:30pm VVB vs South 
Central

5pm MSVB @ South 
Central

9am 7th Grade Academic 
Challenge
11:07am Jostens Order 
Day 9th & 12th

9am 8th Grade Academic 
Challenge
5pm MSFB vs 
Monroeville
5pm MSVB vs 
Monroeville
5:30pm VVB @ 
Monroeville

4pm Golf vs St Paul
7pm 9th Student/Parent 
Meeting

9am FC Tourn @ Eagle 
Creek
5pm MSFB vs  Mapleton
5pm MSVB vs Plymouth
5:30pm VVB @ Plymouth

5pm MSFB @ St Paul
5pm MSVB @ St Paul
6pm VVB vs St Paul

9am Elementary Picture 
Day
5pm MSFB vs Crestview
5pm MSVB vs South 
Central
6:30pm VVB @ South 
Central

7pm VFB @Crestview

7pm VFB @Mapleton

7pm VFB @Monroeville 10am JVFB vs 
Monroeville

7pm VFB vs Plymouth 9am CC @ 
Gallion Festival
9am VVB 
Sandusky MBK 
Invite
10am JVFB @ 
Plymouth

6pm Vermillion 
Band Festiva
9am CC @ Tiffin 
Carnival
10am JVFB vs 
Crestview

4pm Golf Mapleton @ 
Brookside
5pm MSFB @ Plymouth
5pm MSVB vs New 
London
5:30pm VVB @ New 
London
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Questions?  Call Principal Lisa Border 
419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or email lborder@

western-reserve.org

Western Reserve Local Schools
are hiring substitute bus drivers

All training is provided.
Sub Bus Driver = $16.80 per hour.

Interested parties please send a resume
to Western Reserve Board Office

3765 U.S. Rte. 20 E. Collins OH 44826.
You can also bring your resume to the 

Board Office and call with any questions.
419-660-8508  x2603

Editor in Chief :
Ann Todd

Layout Designer : 
James Wiles

The next deadline 
for On the Western 
Front is September 

22, 2022.

Contact (Ann Todd) for 
article submissions

Atodd@western-
reserve.org

Ads & advertising 
information email to -- 
westernfront@western-

reserve.org

Sales & Marketing :
James Wiles

Western Reserve
Board of Education

3765 US Route 20
Collins, OH 44826

(419) 660-8508
www.western-reserve.org

Board Members and
Contact Information

NOTE:  PLEASE CONTACT THRU 
E-MAIL WHEN POSSIBLE.

Board President
Dr. Scott Ommert: 2820 St. 
Johns Road, Wakeman, OH 
sommert@western-reserve.org 

Board Vice President
Mr. Kris Green – 5147 
Fitchville River Road, 
Wakeman, OH 44889. 
kgreen@western-reserve.org 

Mr. Caleb Buck, 6922 Townline 
Road 162, Wakeman OH 44889
cbuck@western-resrve.org

Mr. Jim Todd, 3621 Butler 
Road, Wakeman, OH 44889
jtood@western-reserve.org

Mr. Frank Edwards, 4247 
Zenobia Road,  Wakeman, OH 
44889
fedwards@western-reserve.
org

Macayla Bryd. Macayla is 
joining us in our newly added 
preschool room.  She graduated 
from Greenville City Schools in 
the Dayton area and made her 
way here with her husband who is 
from the area. She is dual certified 

Cody Gregory. Cody is 
joining the Western Reserve 
Elementary team as an 
intervention specialist for 2nd 
grade.  He graduated from 
Norwalk in 2013 and went on to 

Amber Good. Amber is 
joining the elementary team as 
an intervention specialist at the 
K-1 level.  She is a 2016 Western 

by Leah Solomon

Get Familiar With the New 
Faces in the Elementary 

in Pre-K through 3rd grade Early 
Childhood and Intervention with 
her degree from Bowling Green 
State University.  She and her 
husband have two little fur babies, 
Olive and Nellie.  She says she 
loves shopping at Target in her 
free time and loves to find deals 
at their dollar spot!  Macayla 
joined us as a summer school 
teacher and has been working to 
get her preschool room organized 
and ready for our littlest kiddos.  
We are excited to have her here 
at Western!

finish his undergraduate studies at 
Bowling Green State University 
in 2018.  Since graduation, he 
has been subbing in many local 
districts and has been coaching 
some JV basketball.  Hopefully 
he will be on staff here at Western 
in the upcoming years.  Cody 
married his wife Lily this summer 
and they are spending their 
summers traveling.  They hope 
to one day get a picture in all 50 
states.  He is a welcome addition 
to the team and excited to get 
started!

Reserve graduate and excited to 
be working at her alma mater!  She 
even joined us to teach summer 
school.  She graduated from 
Bowling Green State University 
– Firelands in 2020 and has been 
working in a day care setting since 
then.  She has a two-year-old son 
and is busy planning a wedding 
to her high school sweetheart in 
2023.  They enjoy time together 
as a family and we are looking 
forward to having her as part of 
the team this year.

Western Reserve 2008 
graduate, Karina Bartow, 
continues her writing journey 
with the release Wrong Line, Right 
Connection, her fourth published 
novel, available now. The love 
story follows Mabel Jennings, 
who works as a telephone 
operator in June, 1964. When 

Karina Bartow Hopes New Book 
Dials into Readers’ Hearts 

she receives a call from a deep-
voiced gentleman, her attraction 
to him befuddles her, making 
her connect him with the wrong 
business—not once, but twice! 
The haphazard introduction sets 
an unexpected romance into 
motion. Though she falls quickly 
for him, Mabel’s bittersweet past 
refrains her from giving Roy her 
full devotion. Can she overcome 
her memories of love lost to 
embrace the new one calling out 
to her?

Karina hosted a book launch 
at the high school September 
1 and thanks everyone who 
attended. If you’d like a signed 
copy, please contact her through 
KarinaBartow.com. You may 
also order Wrong Line, Right 
Connection at Amazon and all 
major online retailers. 

Superintendent Will Snyder gets hamburgers ready for the 
grill while Board of Education members cook. The Board 
hosts a Tailgate Extravaganza for all staff prior to a home 
football game as a thank you and wishes for a great school 
year.
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Varsity Volleyball.  In front: Kinley Fannin, Joslin Cain, Payton Friend, Jamie Muenz, 
Chloe Priddy and Jordan Feaga.  In back:  Head Coach Lisa Muenz, Drew Clemons, Liberty 
Weisenberger, JV Coach Morgan Boswell, Emma Hammond, Ashlynne Wright and Assistant 
Coach Yvonne Boswell.

Junior Varsity Volleyball.  In front: Kinley Fannin, Cailee Horvath, Lexi Mullins, Kendall 
Warthling, Lilli Jarrett and Chloe Priddy.  In back: Grace Osborne, Gracyn Neuberger, 
Cheyanne Young, Trinity Lovell and Coach Morgan Boswell.

Varsity Cheerleaders.  Brenna Suhr, Taylor Jenkins, Allyson 
Benesh and Avery Kinney.

Junior Varsity Cheerleaders. In front:  Violet Grosswiler, 
Autumn Jamison and Jenavieve Charville.  In back:  Kris-
tina Springer, Mya Patchin-Boardman and Trinity Myers.

(right) High School Golf.  In front:  Sydney Walter, Corbin 
Studd, Nolan Ryan and Kaden Altomare.  In back:  Coach 
Mark Starkey, Mitchel Cooley, Tyler Alliman and Coach 
Steve Pausch.

Middle School Cross Country.  In front: Ezra Green, Braid-
en Hicks, Alanah Purdy and Jaxon Dalton. In back: Korissa 
Fraelich, Coach Megan Tansey and Kara Woodruff.



September, 2022                                                                                 On the Western Front                                                                                          Page   5

(right) Seventh Grade Vol-
leyball.  Front Row: Harp-
er Clemons, Lacie Wiley, 
Mackenzy Cook, Jocelyn 
Ryan, Leah Libertowski and 
Zoey Rhodes.  Back Row: 
Coach Jessa Riley, Leigha 
Osborne, Emilie Taylor, 
Skielur Young, Adalynn 
Lutz and Coach Jess Ritz.

(right) Eighth Grade Vol-
leyball.  Front Row:  Hailey 
Brammer, Carsin Graham, 
Aubree Zunis, Addison Ad-
ams, Kate Nack, Makayla 
Case and Maya Ommert.  
Back Row: Coach Jessa Ri-
ley, Addison Gibson, Alexis 
Rettig, Ava-Grace Thorn-
burg, Audree Jackson, Ally 
Goebbel and Coach Jess 
Ritz.

Middle School Football.  Front Row: James Weisenberger, Jaxson Davidson, Dorrian Baldwin, Dawson Parrott, Camdyn 
Partington, Mikey Nichols, Colton Meagrow and Dalton Huntington.  Row 2: Coach Brad Perkins, Parker Lewis, Cooper 
Roe, Austin Wolfe, Tristin Maxwell, Kaden Kinney, Kellen Balog, Mason Jarrett and Coach Austin Spitler.  Row 3: Lucas 
Summerfield, Garrett Baker, Noah Loper, Lake Berger, Evan Schenk, Max Plas and Landen Oates.  Back Row: Coach Brady 
Jones, Gabe Mudder, Landyn Wiegel, Austin Kolb, Wyatte Blystone, Walker Stevens, Fletcher Radcliffe, Quinten Claus, Con-
nor Allsop and Coach Phil Lewis.

(right) High School Cross Country.  
Front Row:  Anastin Hoover, Frankie 
Hoover, Sadina Munroe, Lillian 
White, Matysin Partington, Maylee 
Wetzel and Claire Kinney.  Middle 
Row:  Hayley West, Rylee Weiser, 
Kennedy Latteman, Brice Caudill, 
Blake Caudill and Rachel Pippert.  
Back Row: Kelsey Lasch, Kaylee 
Kolb, Evan Smith, Robert Murdock, 
Sean Murdock, Aiden Perez, Katie 
Woodruff and Coach Megan Tansey.

Long before the school year 
started, fall sport athletes were 
preparing for their seasons.  Cross 
country runners would meet early 
in the morning to get workouts in.  
Volleyball players had two-a-day 
practices and scrimmages to learn 
defensive coverages and gain 
confidence with their offensive 
game.  The football team 
competed in 7 vs. 7 scrimmages 
before official practice started 
so players could get accustomed 
to the positions they would be 
playing. 

With each sport’s season 
having officially started, fans can 
see the results of the hard work 
these student athletes have put in. 

Our Lady Rider volleyball 
team is undefeated in the 
Firelands Conference, having 
swept St. Paul in a recent match. 

The football team got off to 
a winning start over Margaretta 
and looks to get back in winning 
ways as conference play starts 
September 9.

The cross country team 
competed at Colonel Crawford 
and Wynford and will be at the 
well-known Tiffin Carnival 
September 10.

Thunderbird North serves as 
the home course for the Rider golf 
team. Each member continues to  
improve their score each outing.

Middle school teams have 
also shown growth in competing 
against other schools in the 
conference. They are excited to 
get better with each contest.

Regardless of your interests, 
the Roughriders sports teams 
are fun to watch. The students 
appreciate the support of all fans.  
Go Riders!

Fall Sports Off 
and Going

Head football coach, Ty Ste-
venson gets a hug from his 
son following a recent foot-
ball game.  #RiderFamily. 
Photo by Sarah Beck.
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School busses are loaded and ready to take kids home following the first day of school. High 
school and middle school students hit the ground running with a new type of schedule for 
this academic year.

The elementary was busy greeting parents and students during the Open House held Wednes-
day, August 24. Staff was on hand to answer questions and share classroom procedures.

First graders are dismissed following the first day of school. 
Teachers and paraprofessionals are on hand to get everyone 
on the correct bus.

It is all about bringing energy and making connections, ac-
cording to new superintendent, Will Snyder. Here Snyder 
takes a selfie with Shirley Rosenau, high school Spanish 
teacher to excude both those traits.

On Wednesday, August 10, 
the marching band and football 
team had a combined rehearsal.  
The team practiced while the 
band marched over and sat in the 
stands.  Then the team sat in the 
stands and watched the band’s 
performance. Practice ended 
by having the football team run 
through the tunnel as they will on 
Friday nights. 

This was the first time 
something of this sort has been 
done and it appeared both groups 
got to see some of the behind 
the scenes work that the other 
does to prepare for the season.  
Band director, Mary Ana Hicks, 
applauded Coach Ty Stevenson 
for thinking of this collaborative 
event and hope to make it an 
annual tradition.  

As you can see in the picture 
below, both the Rider football 
team and marching band represent 
the teamwork and sense of Rider 
Pride to be carried with both 
groups throughout the season.

It Truly is 
About 

Teamwork!
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by Allyson Benesh, WR FFA Reporter
COLLINS, OH.  Holden Nuhn, 2022 graduate of Western Reserve High School and son of Jeff Nuhn and 

Wendie Parsons-Nuhn, recently completed another antique tractor full restoration.  Is this a sense of “déjà vu”?  
No, it absolutely is not.  You may recall seeing Holden Nuhn, of rural Collins, Ohio, featured on the cover of 
Vintage Tractor Digest less than one year ago with his showroom quality restoration of a 1950 Farmall C.  What 
may seem like “déjà vu” is actually a combination of a young man’s determination, desire, motivation, growth, 
progress, and “never say quit” attitude.

On August 14, 2022, Nuhn completed an impeccable and flawless 100% restoration of a 1956 Farmall 
400.  This accomplishment did not occur by happenstance, coincidence, or chance.  This was a culmination of 
will, grit, extremely long hours, overcoming supply chain issues, and old-fashioned hard work.  Holden Nuhn 
began this restoration on March 2, 2022, and raced against the clock with several issues that would have caused 
most to give up.  Although, most of the time, a full restoration of a tractor of this size and magnitude would 
normally take anywhere from a year to 2 years of consistent work to complete, Nuhn completed this in a matter 
of approximately 5 months.  There were a few hard and fast deadlines to meet that served as motivation.  First 
of all, he had entered his project into the local Huron County Fair as a “Refurbished Power” project, which 
started on August 15, 2022.  Second, and most likely more importantly, he wanted to enter this tractor into a 
National contest known as the Chevron Tractor Restoration Contest, which also had a submission deadline of 
August 15th.  The contest is open to high school aged students or younger, and this was Holden Nuhn’s final 
year of eligibility.

Of course, as with any large project, there were also several setbacks, which served as further motivation 
for Nuhn.  Supply chain issues, such as the inability to find locally sourced quality Agricultural tires, was just 
one of those setbacks.  Parts rusted and worn beyond being salvageable turned into trying to order parts that 
were “NLA” (No Longer Available).  Improper parts and “out of stock” bearings and seals were more of a norm 
than a rare occurrence.  The nationwide shortage of gear oil couldn’t have come at a more inopportune time.  
With all of this stacked against him, Holden Nuhn marched on.  Time was “of the essence” and with zero time 
to spare, Nuhn was able to test and tune the tractor in order to shoot the short video required for submission to 
enter the National Chevron Tractor Restoration Competition.

Nuhn’s 1956 Farmall 400 was exhibited the following week at the Huron County Fair where it earned “Best 
of Show” honors.  Although this is certainly something to be extremely proud of, this is not the end result or 
“prize” that has driven and motivated Holden Nuhn for the past six months.

Nuhn’s previous restoration of the Farmall C landed him as a finalist in the 2021 National contest formerly 
known as the Delo Tractor Restoration Contest.  He was invited to Indianapolis where the final leg of judging 
was conducted based on a presentation in front of a panel of vintage tractor and restoration experts.  In this 
portion of the contest, Holden was recognized as the “2021 Fan Favorite” by setting a record and garnishing 
over 7,300 online votes, but was not recognized as one of the overall top 3 nationwide finalists.

The bittersweet 2021 competition has motivated Holden to improve his skills, strive for perfection, and 
achieve better results.  He is currently hoping he can, once again, earn your vote as fan favorite in the 2022 
Chevron Tractor Restoration Contest.  In order to vote, enthusiasts are asked to go to www.delotrcvoting.com 
and register an account.  Once your account is registered, you may vote up to 3 times every 24 hours for the 
duration of the contest.  Please show your support for this local student beginning August 29, 2022 at 7:00PM 
(CST).

Although Nuhn did complete approximately 600 hours of this restoration all by himself, he was supported 
by many local businesses through donations, materials, knowledge and many other means of support.  Holden 
Nuhn recognizes and thanks Born Implement, Wellington Implement, Mark Haynes Construction, Brian 
Kieffer, Huron County Farm Bureau, Jeff Nuhn, Wendie Parsons-Nuhn, Northern Ohio Truck Center (NOTC), 
Park Valley Lawn Service, Prestige Pools, Nick Takacs, Mark Starkey, Katie Carroll, A New Lease Counseling 
& Recovery Services LLC, and another company wishing to remain anonymous.

Holden Nuhn is currently in post-secondary education at Wilmington College.  His major is Agricultural 
Education.  Holden aspires to be a High School Agricultural Education Instructor where he can share his passion 
for antique restorations with many generations to come.

Local Student Hopes to Earn Your Vote, Again

(left) Students and parents visit 
classrooms and deliver school 
supplies during the annual el-
ementary open house. This is a 
great opportunity for students 
to meet their teacher and sup-
port staff.

(right) Board office staff, Bar-
bara Fashing, Kelly Sayler, 
and Shawnna Jones enjoy the 
annual tailgate extravaganza. 
These ladies had the respon-
sibility of planning and setting 
up for the event hosted by the 
Board of Education. Also pic-
tured Lily Jones.

Recent Western Reserve graduate shows off the 1956 Farmall 
400 he recently restored.  This is the second tractor Nuhn 
has upgraded. Below you can see what the implement looked 
like prior to Nuhn’s 100% restoration.
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Seniors in Mrs. Beck’s statistics class throw and measure 
distances of paper airplanes to collect data to be used in 
class.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

In 2019, Rick Edwards 
came up with the idea of adding 
fresh cut fries as an option at the 
home football concessions.  Karl 
Springer and Mark Libertowski 
jumped on board to help get 
things up and running.  These 
folks wanted to help the school 
and the Athletic Booster Club in 
some way; everyone loves french 
fries, and the booth was born.

Community people have 
volunteered their time to help.  
The french fry booth works in 
conjunction with the concession 
stand and 100% of the proceeds 
go to the Western Reserve 
Athletic Booster Club.  If you 
would be willing to help out, ask 
at the stand the next time you are 
at a game.

Football fans have been very 
supportive of the addition of 
french fries.  The stand also sells 
deep fried oreos.  Springer said, 
“We will continue to find ways 
to improve and you may find an 
extra yummy snack to try.”  They 
have also had corn on the cob.  

“You never know,” said 
Springer about the options fans 
will have in the future. Stop by 
and support the kids of WR with 
a purchase of fresh cut fries. 

Addition to Fall 
Concessions
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The Roughrider drum line shows off new drums during Pre-
Game.  Improved sound and increased pride are a result of 
the updated equipment.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

Varsity cheerleaders lead the crowd during the season open-
er.against Wellington. Seniors were recognized in a pre-
game ceremony. Photo by Sarah Beck.

Senior libero, Jordan Feaga, passes the ball against Plym-
outh during a Firelands Conference match on August 23 at 
Western Reserve.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

It is a reception for senior Chris Buchanan that he ran in 
for a touchdown during the varsity football season opener 
against Wellington.  The Riders were victorious, outscoring 
the Dukes 21-12.  Photo by Sarah Beck.

The Rider Zone is back in action showing support for the Rider football team and marching 
band.  It was a Hawaiian night for the first home game against Wellington on August 19.  
Photo by Sarah Beck.

(left) Freshman Emma 
Hammond attecks the ball 
during a recent match at St 
Paul.Photo be Sarah Beck 

(above) The Lady Riders 
celebrate following a point 
earned on the hit. Photo by 
Sarah Beck.

During a recent golf match, 
senior Kaden Altomare 
looks to make a putt. Photo 
by Sarah Beck.
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by Ann Todd
School treasurers are entrusted 

with protecting the fiscal health 
of the district.  In March, 2021, 
the Western Reserve Board of 
Education hired Shawnna Jones as 
the district treasurer.   She replaced 
Brett Robson, who took the same 
position at Olmsted Falls School 
District.

Jones came to WR from the 
Barberton City School District 
where she held the position of 
treasurer since 2015.  Her career 
began as a payroll clerk with 
Geauga County MRDD.  She 
then moved to Lake County ESC 
to work with payroll and benefits.  
In 2009, during her stint at Lake 
County, she earned her school 
treasurer’s license.  Her career path 
took her to Madison Local Schools 
in Lake County as the assistant 
to the treasurer before landing in 
Barberton and now at Western 
Reserve.  

“My goals are based on the 
challenges we face,” commented 
Jones.  “How do we maintain 
our buildings and stay fiscally 
responsible?  We need to maintain 
the pride in our campus.”  

Getting to 
Know Our 
Treasurer

by Ann Todd
Western Reserve’s new 

superintendent, Will Snyder, now 
has a few days under his belt 
with students in their respective 
buildings and he said it has been 
a great start.

“It is evident the staff is 
committed to getting off to a great 
start. They are focused, working 
hard and providing positive 
energy,” commented Snyder.

“We are WR,” the 
superintendent firmly stated.  “We 
are a district that strives to build 
meaningful connections while 
continuing its proud tradition of 
excellence. ”

The Western Reserve Board 
of Education named Snyder as the 
new superintendent at their April 
meeting and approved a three-
year contract, effective August 1, 
2022.  Will and his wife, Kelly, 
live in Wakeman and are the proud 
parents of two children, William 
and Elsie.

On opening day, Snyder 
had the opportunity to make his 
first impression with many of the 
staff.  His challenge was accepted 
by those sitting in the room.  The 
challenge consists of three items:  
1. Bring positive energy every day; 
start with something positive and 
end with something positive; 2. 
Identify your Why; it is about the 
“get to” not the ‘have to’; and 3. 
Build relationships.

Snyder remarked, “My 
favorite part so far about WR is 
how welcoming everyone is.”  

“It has been fun.  I have 
enjoyed going to events and 
interacting with the community,” 
he added.

Getting to Know 
Our New

Superintendent

See TREASURER  page 11

Western Reserve Marching Band.  Front Row: Gracie Holzmiller, Jaxon Dalton and Lyla Stewart.  Row 2: Larry Farmer, 
Jasper Burns, Alexa Hurst, Eliza Stewart, Virgil Baker, Beth Weisenberger, Stephanie Schaffer and Aiden Gomez.  Row 3: 
Gacie Thomas, Braiden Hicks, Addison Gibson, Ayla Gaughan, Katelyn Libertowski, Emily Torres, Violet Burns, and Char 
Houtchings.  Row 4:  Skylin Swanner, Lyndsey Sprowls, Jake Sabo, Kaiden Colish, Imani Bizzell, Wesley Wilson, Lincon 
Munroe and Shiloh Davis. Row 5: Ryann Roland, Edison Rosemark, Aidan Miller, Abby Hamisfar, Thomas West, Grant 
Wolfe, Luke Currence and Aliyah Brown.  Row 6: Director Mrs. Mary Ana Hicks and Mrs. Amy Weisenberger.  Back Row: 
Mayleen Sell, Clara Hunt, Jackie Houtchings and Reagan Roland.

Varsity Football.  Front Row:  Coach Guy Schuler, Sarah Handke, Muck Grandy, Kayden Denger, Preston Ehrnsberger 
Weston Hickey, Garon Martz and Head Coach Ty Stevenson. Row 2: Coach Steve Adams, Logan Wiegel, Jake Elkin, Kaden 
Wetzel, Gavin Smith, Rhett Grose, Chris Buchanan and Coach Bill Roniger.  Row 3: Coach Gary Lill, Caleb Pausch, Domi-
nic Edwards, Renee Miller, Xzavian Meagrow,  Mason Fischer, Tyler Wood, Chase Hipp and Coach Rod Stevenson.  Row 
4: Braylon Witherspoon Drake Munroe, Levi Podraski, Nate Lowe, Morrison Dauch-Munroe, Cooper Zunis, Travis French 
and Ian Oakley. Row 5: Hayden Keith, Wyatt Krisha, Gavin MacKeigan, Austin Harmeling, Jon Kerby, Mason Kinney and 
Thatcher Stevens.  Back Row: Braxton Balog, Clayton Meagrow, Connor Dawson, Will Taylor, Brexton Fraelich, Zaiden 
Johnson, Rylee Supeck and Christian Reinhart.
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When recruited by K-12 
Consulting for the position, Ms. 
Jones said “coming to Western 
Reserve made sense to remain 
close to family and friends.”  She 
is from northeast Ohio and will be 
getting married in November to 
Dominic Baker, who is from the 
Toledo area.  Collins works out 
perfectly to be equal distance from 
each other’s family.  Rounding out 
their family are Ms. Jones’ three 
children, Tyler, Evan, and Lily; 
while Dominic has one daughter, 
Lucy.  They currently reside in 
Huron.

“I look forward to working 
with our new superintendent, Mr. 
Snyder,” commented Jones.  “I 
also look forward to finding more 
efficient ways to complete fiscal 
tasks in our office.”  

“Being at Western Reserve has 
been rewarding and I look forward 
to many more years here.”

TREASURER  
from page 10

School leaders, Ms. Shawnna Jones, treasurer, and Mr. Will 
Snyder, superintendent, are excited about the roles they hold 
in the Western Reserve School District. Both are located in 
the Board of Education office.
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