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INTRODUCTION

House Bill 5 (HB5), passed by the Texas Legislature this spring, made substantial 
changes to the state’s graduation requirements, moving from the current “4x4” 
graduation plans to a 22-credit Foundation High School Program (FHSP) that allows 
students to earn endorsements in specific areas of study by completing four additional 
credits and performance acknowledgements. Students entering high school in the fall 
of 2014-15 and therafter must meet the requirements of the Foundation High School 
Program to receive a high school diploma. Students are allowed, with parent consent, 
to change to a different plan after the completion of their sophomore year. 

A student may elect to graduate without an endorsement under the high school 
foundation plan after the student’s sophomore year if the student and the student’s 
parent or guardian are advised by the school counselor of the benefits of graduating 
with one or more endorsement; the student’s parent or guardian must file written 
permission with the high school allowing the student to graduate without an 
endorsement.

The purpose of this guide is to help parents and students have a greater understanding 
of the Foundation High School Program (FHSP) graduation plan. This guide contains 
an overview of graduation requirements for the FHSP, endorsement options in both 
Non-Career and Technology Education (Non-CTE) and Career and Technical (CTE) 
pathways.

It is important to note that additonal updates and changes may be released 
by the State Board of Education and the Texas Education Agency. That 
information will be incorporated into this guide when available. This guide 
will be made available on the Stamford ISD website.



GRADUATION PLAN OPTIONS

FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

This 22 credit option is a basic graduation plan. However, it is not available until after 
the completeion of the sophomore year. Changing to this plan will require parent and 
administrative approval in writing.

FOUNDATION WITH ENDORSEMENT

This graduation plan replaces the previous recommended High School Program. 
Endorsements are described in detail in this guide including: core course requirements 
by endorsement, and possible career fields.

A student may earn an Endorsement by successfully completing
• the curriculum requirements for Foundation High School Program
• the curriculum requirements for one or more endorsement(s)
• additional coursework to include

• four credits in mathematics
• four credits in approved science courses
• two additional elective credits

FOUNDATION DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The Distinguished Level of Achievement replaces the current Distinguished 
Achievement Plan as the highest graduation plan in the state of Texas for students 
entering high school in 2014-2015 and thereafter.  
 

 A student may earn a Distinguished Level of Achievement by successfully completing 
• the curriculum requirements for Foundation High School Program 
• the curriculum requirements for one or more endorsements 
• additional coursework to include 

• four credits in mathematics (including Algebra 2)
• four credits in approved science courses 
• two additional elective credits 

In order to be considered for Top Ten Percent Automatic Admission in 
Texas Public Universities, graduates MUST earn a Distinguished Level of 
Achievement diploma. 



PERFORMANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Students may earn a performance acknowledgement on their diploma and transcript by 
outstanding performance in any of the following areas: 

• Dual credit course - At least 12 dual credit hours with a grade of 3.0 or higher on 4.0 
scale.

• PSAT, ACT-Plan, SAT, or ACT 
• PSAT Commended Scholar, National Hispanic Scholar, National Achievement 

Scholar; OR 
• ACT PLAN college readiness in 2 of 4 subject tests; OR 
• SAT combined Critical Reading and Math of at least 1250; OR 
• ACT composite of 28 (excludes writing subscore) 

Earning a nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or 
license with

• Examination performance to obtain national or international business or 
industry certification; OR 

• Examination performance to obtain a government-required credential to 
practice a profession

• AP Test
• a score of 3 or above on a College Board advanced placement examination

ENDORSEMENT OVERVIEW 

Students may earn an endorsement in the following areas: Arts & Humanities; 
Business & Industry; Multidisciplinary; Public Service; and Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM). SISD offers courses to meet endorsements in all 
areas. There are specific course requirements in the foundation curriculum based 
on the endorsement selected. Most endorsements offer both a Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) Pathway and a Non-CTE Pathway. 

A student may earn an endorsement by successfully completing
• curriculum requirements for the endorsement 
• four credits in mathematics 
• four credits in science 
• two additional elective credits 

Students should select courses for an endorsement based on areas of interest, student 
strengths, or possible career paths.



BENEFITS OF GRADUATING WITH AN ENDORSEMENT 

The Texas Education Agency, in consultation with the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC) and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), must prepare 
and make available to each school district information that explains the advantages of 
the distinguished level of achievement and each endorsement. 

The information must contain an explanation
• concerning the benefits of choosing a personal high school graduation plan 

that includes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high 
school program and includes one or more endorsements to enable the student to 
achieve a class rank in the top 10 percent for students at the campus; AND 

• that encourages parents, to the greatest extent practicable, to have the student 
choose a personal high school graduation plan.

BUILDING A FOUR YEAR PLAN 

SELECTING COURSES 

Course selection is highly dependent upon the endorsement students plan to pursue. 
Some endorsement options have different core course requirements. It is important 
that students and parents pay attention to the Core Course Comparison Chart in this 
guide when creating their four year plan. Students should select the most challenging 
core courses to allow them the most flexibility should they decide to change their 
endorsement or pursue multiple endorsements. 

When selecting courses and an endorsement, students should consider the following 
questions
• Which subjects do I enjoy and/or am I interested in?

• Am I challenging myself academically? 
• What is my goal for post-high school? 
• Are my study habits good or do I need to improve? 
• What do my teachers recommend? 
• Which combination of courses will give me a strong foundation and keep as 

many doors open as possible? 
• What are the course requirements for post-high school educational institutions I 

am interested in? 
• What career center options are there for me to explore a potential career? 

Students are allowed to change their graduation plan at the end of their sophomore 
year.
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