L] F s af irsa® ErphirEne darez © Rt or - Bsapiied e
= a4 fu S L LR
LS LR L L B o rramEsn - [ B rl e L P e mosere [ oses [T camea D orvesh L opeeer trereers (O ea 0w e oractes ok -

Google

Life is like Google, you just need to know what you are searching for,
-Unknown



INTRODUCTION

House Bill 5 (HB5), passed by the Texas Legislature this spring, made substantial
changes to the state’s graduation requirements, moving from the current “4x4”
graduation plans to a 22-credit Foundation High School Program (FHSP) that allows
students to earn endorsements in specific areas of study by completing four additional
credits and performance acknowledgements. Students entering high school in the fall
of 2014-15 and therafter must meet the requirements of the Foundation High School
Program to receive a high school diploma. Students are allowed, with parent consent,
to change to a different plan after the completion of their sophomore year.

A student may elect to graduate without an endorsement under the high school
foundation plan after the student’s sophomore year if the student and the student’s
parent or guardian are advised by the school counselor of the benefits of graduating
with one or more endorsement; the student’s parent or guardian must file written
permission with the high school allowing the student to graduate without an
endorsement.

The purpose of this guide is to help parents and students have a greater understanding
of the Foundation High School Program (FHSP) graduation plan. This guide contains
an overview of graduation requirements for the FHSP, endorsement options in both
Non-Career and Technology Education (Non-CTE) and Career and Technical (CTE)
pathways.

It is important to note that additonal updates and changes may be released
by the State Board of Education and the Texas Education Agency. That
information will be incorporated into this guide when available. This guide
will be made available on the Stamford ISD website.




GRADUATION PLAN OPTIONS
FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

This 22 credit option is a basic graduation plan. However, it is not available until after
the completeion of the sophomore year. Changing to this plan will require parent and
administrative approval in writing.

FOUNDATION WITH ENDORSEMENT

This graduation plan replaces the previous recommended High School Program.
Endorsements are described in detail in this guide including: core course requirements
by endorsement, and possible career fields.

A student may earn an Endorsement by successfully completing
 the curriculum requirements for Foundation High School Program
 the curriculum requirements for one or more endorsement(s)
« additional coursework to include
 four credits in mathematics
» four credits in approved science courses
« two additional elective credits

FOUNDATION DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT
The Distinguished Level of Achievement replaces the current Distinguished

Achievement Plan as the highest graduation plan in the state of Texas for students
entering high school in 2014-2015 and thereafter.

In order to be considered for Top Ten Percent Automatic Admission in
Texas Public Universities, graduates MUST earn a Distinguished Level of
Achievement diploma.

A student may earn a Distinguished Level of Achievement by successfully completing
 the curriculum requirements for Foundation High School Program
» the curriculum requirements for one or more endorsements
« additional coursework to include
 four credits in mathematics (including Algebra 2)
» four credits in approved science courses
« two additional elective credits



PERFORMANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Students may earn a performance acknowledgement on their diploma and transcript by
outstanding performance in any of the following areas:

» Dual credit course - At least 12 dual credit hours with a grade of 3.0 or higher on 4.0
scale.

* PSAT, ACT-Plan, SAT, or ACT
« PSAT Commended Scholar, National Hispanic Scholar, National Achievement
Scholar; OR
* ACT PLAN college readiness in 2 of 4 subject tests; OR
» SAT combined Critical Reading and Math of at least 1250; OR
* ACT composite of 28 (excludes writing subscore)

Earning a nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or

license with
« Examination performance to obtain national or international business or
industry certification; OR
« Examination performance to obtain a government-required credential to
practice a profession

AP Test
a score of 3 or above on a College Board advanced placement examination

ENDORSEMENT OVERVIEW

Students may earn an endorsement in the following areas: Arts & Humanities;
Business & Industry; Multidisciplinary; Public Service; and Science, Technology,
Engineering & Math (STEM). SISD offers courses to meet endorsements in all
areas. There are specific course requirements in the foundation curriculum based
on the endorsement selected. Most endorsements offer both a Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Pathway and a Non-CTE Pathway.

A student may earn an endorsement by successfully completing
 curriculum requirements for the endorsement
» four credits in mathematics
» four credits in science
+ two additional elective credits

Students should select courses for an endorsement based on areas of interest, student
strengths, or possible career paths.



BENEFITS OF GRADUATING WITH AN ENDORSEMENT

The Texas Education Agency, in consultation with the Texas Workforce Commission
(TWC) and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), must prepare
and make available to each school district information that explains the advantages of
the distinguished level of achievement and each endorsement.

The information must contain an explanation

» concerning the benefits of choosing a personal high school graduation plan
that includes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high
school program and includes one or more endorsements to enable the student to
achieve a class rank in the top 10 percent for students at the campus; AND

» that encourages parents, to the greatest extent practicable, to have the student
choose a personal high school graduation plan.

BUILDING A FOUR YEAR PLAN
SELECTING COURSES

Course selection is highly dependent upon the endorsement students plan to pursue.
Some endorsement options have different core course requirements. It is important
that students and parents pay attention to the Core Course Comparison Chart in this
guide when creating their four year plan. Students should select the most challenging
core courses to allow them the most flexibility should they decide to change their
endorsement or pursue multiple endorsements.

When selecting courses and an endorsement, students should consider the following
questions
» Which subjects do | enjoy and/or am | interested in?

* Am | challenging myself academically?

« What is my goal for post-high school?

* Are my study habits good or do | need to improve?
« What do my teachers recommend?

«  Which combination of courses will give me a strong foundation and keep as
many doors open as possible?

« What are the course requirements for post-high school educational institutions |
am interested in?

» What career center options are there for me to explore a potential career?

Students are allowed to change their graduation plan at the end of their sophomore
year.



Stamford ISD Graduation Plans

Foundation Only- 24 Credits*

« J credits Emglish - EL& L1 1| one credit in
any authortzed advanced English courss

» 3 oredis Mathematics — Alebral,
Geometry, one credit In any authortzed
advanced math course

« 3 credits Sclemce - Blology, one credit in any
advanced sclence courss, one credit In 1P
or In any addtkenal authoreed advanced
sClence oourse

« 3 credits Soclal Studbes -Us History,
Government, Economics, World Geography
or'workd History

« 2 credits World Language or substitute
« 1 credit Physlcal Education

« 1 credit Fime Arts

+ S.0credits in electives

+ 2 additional electives: local or state
may Include CTEor certiflcation courses)

* Studamts may opt te Foundation-only
after complating sophomars year.

futvanced Math

ArtsAATedhnologyand
Comrmuntatonsiraphic

Foundation +
Endorsements- 28 Credits

« 4 credbts English - ELA 1L I cne credit in
any authorized advanced English course

A gredits Mathematics - Algebra |,
Geometry, two credits In any authorized
advanced math courss

A gredits Sclence - Blology, two credits in
any advanced sclence courss, one credit
In IPC o in ary additioenal authorized
advanced sclence course

« 3 credits Sodal Studles —US History,
Government, Economics, Workd Geography
or Workd History

L

L

« 2 gredits World Language or sabst tube
1 credit Physical Education
+ 1 credit Fine Arts

7.0 credits in electives
@y Include CTE or certification courses)

+ 7 additional electives |local or state

L]

-

« Credit requirements sped fic to at least
one endorsement

Endorsements

Ed ucathon & Tralning;
Human Services

Diesign]; Manufacturing
(weldingl: Agricuttural, Food
& Matural Resouroes (Bg Leadk

L]

L]

L]

Band Muskc

Distinguished Level of

Achievement- 28 Credits

4 credits Emglish - ELA | 11,111, one credit In
any authortized advanced English course

4 credits Mathematics - Algebma 1,
Geometry, Algebra Il one credit In any
authorized advanced math coursea

4 gredits Schence — Blodogytwo credits in
any advanced sclence course,one credit in
IPC or In any additional authorzed advanced
sClence oourse

« 3 credits Soclal Studies —U 5 History,

Government, Econormics, World Geography
or World History

« 2 credits World Language or substitute
+ 1 cradit Physical Education

« 1 credit Fine Arts

« 7.0 credits in electives

{may Include CTE or certification courses)

« I additbonal electives: local or state

- Credit requirements spedfic to a least
one endorsement

HuItIdIs:IplInﬂrjr

Select courses from the
curriculurm of each ofthe
ARt ather endorsement areas;

Credits Ina varkety of
advanced courses from
multiplecontent areas

sufficlent to complete the
distinguished level of
achlevement under the

foundation program

History

State Assessments Required for Graduation Performance Acknowledgements

English | us Hiﬂ'm".'l'r credit coursewaork; college AP
English Il Biclogy Ex@m; PSAT, Plan, SAT or ACT
Algebral

= Cutstanding performance: Dual

= Certiflcation: national iy or
Intermationally recognitzed business
or Industry certificate or license

Duoring the 83rd Texas Legislaiure, House Bill 5 was signed into law, which changes high school sraduation
requirements for stedents who will be freshmen during the 2014- 15 school vear and beyond. The bill provides
maore flexibility for high school students to pursue whether it*s higher education or a career pathway. It
establishes one graduation plan - Foundation High School Program (FHSFP) - with opportunities to eam
endorsements and performance acknowledesements.




Arts & Humanities

Endorsement

Poxsible Careers

= Artist, Anamator, Art Director, Fashion Designer, Graphic Designer, Landscape
Architect, Film Dreclaor, imterikwr Designer, Photographer, Floral Design, Web
Desn

= Band Director, Husic TeacherProfessor, Mosic Libanan, Wmster of Music,
Concert Hall Manager, Siage Manaper, Sound Engineer or Audio Technician,
Insinmment Repair, Plano Tiner- Technician, Music Store Manager, Husic or Voice
Therapist, Music Producer, SingerfSongwriter, Publicist, Husic Jounalist, Radio or
T¥Y Disc Jockey, Music or PFrogram Drecior, Record Producer, Recording Engineer,
Professional Musician, Booking Agent, Concert Promoier, Tour Coordnator!
Mmnaper

= History Teacher, Historan, Museum Curator, Trevel ApentiGuede, Collepe
Professor, Archivisi, Anthropologst, Archacologit, Sociologist, Editor/Joumnalist,
Lawyer, Political Analyst, Government Lobbyist, Foreign Service Officer

Career Pathway Sequences

_ _____History _
th 10th 11th 1ith
Worild Geograpiy World Hestory LS. History GovemmenECconnmics
And
Advanced Sludies in 8.5.
or
Colege History 13M1 302
Or
— S—
Music
th 1Hh Tith 1ith
Band 1 Band Z Bamnd 3 Band 4
Additional Flectives: Music Appreciabion, Music and Media
Commamications, Husic Theory, and Misic Hslory
Art
Oth 10th 1ith 1Zih
Art1 Art 2 At 3 At 4

Additional Bleciives: Anmnation, Dagital and imteractive Media




= Multimedia Arti=zt and Anmmator, Graphic Designer, Desktop Publisher,
Aude and Videa Equipment Technician, Public Relashons Speciali=i,
Photographer, Faxhion Dexigner, Print Journakst

= Welder, Commercial amd Industinal Designer, Elecinical Enginesring
Technician, Avionics Techaician, Manufactured Buildeg Installer,
Electrone Home Entertainmest Equipment Imstaller

» FoologistWildife Hislogist, Coopergtive Extension Ageat,
Emvironmeatal Engimeer or Technician, FarmRanch Manager,
Cosservatos Scientist, Environmeatal EngineerfTecheician, Agriculture
Iimspector, Pest Control Worker, Game Manager, Golf Course Turf
Mananer, Water Guality Manager, Vetermmary Technician, Agricultural
Financial Nanager

|
Career Pathway Sequences
Arts, AY Technology and Communication (Graphic Design)

Oth 10th 11th 12th
G i yn1i (G i ign 2 Animnation
o of Info. raphic Design raphic Design
TEEIIIﬂhmFI or or o
Robolics 1 Robolics 2 Anination
Additionsl Flectives: Digial & inleractive Media, UL Compuier,
Art1,2, 3, 0rd

Manufacturing (Welding)

Oth 10th 11th 12th
Prnciples of - _
Aaricult iniro to Weldmng Weldmg 1 Weldmny 4

Adiditional Electives: Bulding Mamnienance, WildlifeTood Technaology

Agricultural, Food & Natural Resources

Aih 10¢h 11th 12ih
Principles of Livestock _ _ Agriculhral Busmess
Agriculture Production Adv. Anma Sdence | 2 Mkt

Additional Electives: WikdiFeTood Technology




Multi-Disciplinary

Endorsement

Possible Careers
= Any career that requirex an Associgbe's or Bachkelor's college degree.

Career Pathway Sequences
Multidisciplinary

oth 10¢h 11th 12th
Algebea 1 Geometry Algeba 2 PreCalculus
Phiysics
[ Biology Chemisiry or
or or ar Anatomy E
Biology Chemisiry Physics Pivsiology

» This endor=ement ix for siudents =ecking any Axsociate’™ or
Hachelors degree. it 18 similar to the previous Recommeended and
Distinguished 4X4 Graduatson Plans.




Public Services

Endorsement

» Teacher, Preschool Teacher, Education Administrator for Child Care
Ceater, Mental Health Worler, Medical and Public Health Social Warker,
Social Worker, Counselor, Mamiage and Family Therapist, Rehabiliiation
Coumselor, Prohation Officer, Child-Care Worlker, Dietrizan or Dietebe
Technician, Resideatial Advisor, Personal amd Home Care Aide,

'I-IHIIIIEIIIIIIQH!'I, Manicunsi or Nan IEI:IIIIiEﬂII, -EEI“ and Convesiion
Manner, Food Service Mananer, Chef and Head Cook, Hotel Dexk
Clerk, Food Preparation Worker, Massage Therapist, Nursing Assistant,
Speech Therapist, Lawyer, Law Clerk, Paralegal, Security Guard, Fire
Imspectar

I

Career Pathway Sequences
Human Services
Oth 10th 11th 12th
Prnciples of Chiid Liletime Nulrition/ | Counseling n Benial Heakh
Human Services |  Development | intempersonal Sludies
Health Science (CNA)
th 10th 11th 12th
. Principles of Health| Health Soence Theory!
, P"“’"’E O | goenceMedical | Health Science Clinical Praticum
Terminobogy | Lab [spplcation process)
Addilionsl Flectives: PALS, PsycholoqyiSociology, FCCLA electives




STEM (Science,

Technology, Engineering
and Mathmatics)

Poxzihle Careers

= Fimancial Mariet Analy=t, Actuary, Maoth Teacher, Stockbroker,
Foreign Exchasge Trader, Bixiget Analyst, Statistician, Cryptanahyst,
Biomathematics Scienti=zt, Microhilogist, Geologizt, EnvimonEental
Scientixt, Architect, Civil Engeeer, Petrolenm Emngineer, Chemical
Engimeer, Nuclear Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Heteornlogisat,
Climatalogist, Physicist, Physician (any Medical Dr.), Biomsedical
Engimeer, Chemist, Pharmacixzi, Dentist, Forenzic Analyst

Career Pathway Sequences

STEM (Math)
£l A SR 12th
- E;II;I-H;I; S Pre-Calculus or Caloule= or
a
Algebra 2 Dual Credit | Col ual Credit
Algebra 1 EE“""';“ Pre_Calculus or Calculus or
, College Dual Credit | Collepe/Dual Credit
%
Biology i T Physics :h"r;'i"“’l &

Additionsd Electives: Any academic slecives

= This endorzessent is for sdvascerd Maoth students pursuing a
deqgree with emphasis on Math and Sciesce




Notes:




