
OUR THEME

World-Class Champions . . . every child, every chance, every day!

OUR GOALS

● Provide world-class safety and a positive school culture.

● Provide world-class, high-quality instruction to increase student

achievement.

● Provide world-class communication and family engagement.

February 27, 2023

Greetings Laurens County School District 55 Family,

This week we part with February 2023 and welcome March and the
official first day of spring in a few weeks on Monday, March 20. The
second semester is well underway, and I encourage everyone to
remain focused on world-class teaching and learning.

This week is Public Schools Week. We proudly offer differentiated
classes and curricula, various support systems, and athletic, arts, and
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) programs that create
world-class champions. We thank you for your support and the
opportunity to serve your children!

Read Across America Week is celebrated from March 2 to 6. In fact, the entire month of March is
dedicated to reading. I encourage everyone to make reading a yearlong habit. Let’s have a
fantastic week of learning!





FEBRUARY 2023 SPIRIT OF 55 CERTIFIED STAFF
Haymes Harlan is the recipient of the February 2023 Spirit of 55
Certified Staff Award. Ms. Harlan is in her first year of teaching
four-year-old kindergarten students at E.B. Morse (EBM) Elementary
School. She graduated from Lander University in May 2022 with a
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies in Early Childhood Education and
Special Education.

She is thrilled about her recognition, “I am so honored to have been
chosen to receive this award. This means a lot to me with all of the
work and time I have put into my teaching career. I chose this career
path because I have a heart for working with students, and I love
being around students and helping prepare them for the future. My
heart is happy when students are learning, and growing
academically, physically, and mentally. Again, I appreciate the award
and will always remember receiving this from Laurens District 55.”

Dr. Jason Bailey, EBM Principal, is very proud of Ms. Harlan. He said, "Ms. Harlan has shown
tremendous growth this year as an emerging teacher. Her students are exhibiting growth both
academically and socially. I have been impressed and encouraged by the progress made by her
students. Ms. Harlan has done a tremendous job in helping them prepare for 5k instruction."

DECEMBER 2022 CHAMPION ADMINISTRATOR OF THE MONTH
Jennifer Robinson is the recipient of the December 2022 Champion
Administrator of the Month Award. She is the Freshman Academy
Assistant Principal at Laurens District 55 High School (LDHS).

Robinson is admired by her colleagues at LDHS. Cindy Godwin,
LDHS 9th grade counselor, exclaimed, “Jennifer Robinson is an
awesome administrator. Her rapport with the students is remarkable!
Mrs. Robinson is encouraging with our students and teachers while
also holding them accountable. She knows the names of the majority
of our almost 500 9th graders, which is amazing to me! She also
keeps up with their academic progress. Mrs. Robinson is such an
asset and blessing to our Freshman Academy!!!”

LDHS Principal Lewis Compton added, “Mrs. Robinson is a positive
role model for students. She has had great relationships with our
students and positively impacts their lives.”

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK 2023
Read Across America Week is celebrated from March 2-6, 2023. The National Education
Association (NEA) launched this week-long celebration in 1998 to promote reading and educate
people about the benefits of reading. Read Across America Week starts on March 2nd, the
birthday of author Theodor Seuss Geisel (also known as Dr. Seuss). The NEA emphasizes
year-round reading and in recent years started highlighting books that celebrate diversity.
Laurens County School District 55 encourages the community and families to celebrate Read
Across America Week. Have fun reading!



PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Public Schools Week is celebrated this year from
February 27-March 3, 2023. According to Learning
First Alliance, this week is a designated time for
administrators, teachers, specialists, teacher
educators, parents, and school board members to
reach out to lawmakers, businesses, and other
community members to discuss the importance of
public education. First Alliance further states that
the 2023 Public Schools Week is part of a
campaign called #HerefortheKids. This campaign
brings together families, educators, and community
members to shine a light on local public schools
and tell amazingly positive stories happening in
classrooms and school buildings nationwide. We
invite the community to visit and volunteer at our
schools. Please check the district Volunteer
Program webpage or contact the school for
specific volunteer opportunities and requirements.

MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

March is Women’s
History Month. The
celebration started as
Women's History Week
in 1978 in Santa Rosa,
California. It was
celebrated the week of
International Women's
Day, March 8th. It was
organized by the
Education Task Force
of the Sonoma
Commission on the
Status of Women. In
1980, Jimmy Carter

became the first United States (US) President to recognize National Women’s History Week. In
1987, US Congress passed a law that designated March as Women’s History Month.

Watch Ms. Gabrielle Komorowski’s Women’s History
Month segment on WYFF-4 News on Friday, March 3,
2023.

Superintendent Dr. Ameca Thomas is the featured
woman for the series’ launch. Dr. Thomas is the first
female Superintendent of Laurens County School District
55 and wants to inspire everyone that they can do
anything they set their minds to do.

https://www.laurens55.org/page/volunteer-program
https://www.laurens55.org/page/volunteer-program
https://www.wyff4.com/


Learn more about Women’s History Month and
celebrate the contributions and accomplishments of
women.

In photo: Dr. Thomas and Eddie West, Laurens Middle School
Administrative Assistant & Physical Education Teacher, walking
the halls of Ford Elementary School

In photo L-R:
WYFF-4 Crew
Don Jackson,
Anchorwoman and reporter
Gabrielle Komorowski,
Superintendent Dr. Ameca Thomas,
and Faye Colley, LCSD 55
Coordinator of Communications

Photos courtesy of Crystal Byrd, Ford
Elementary School Attendance Clerk &
Public Relations Officer

SUPERINTENDENT’S SCHOLARS AWARD
Laurens District 55 High School students who have earned a 3.8 or higher weighted GPA by their
seventh semester of high school were awarded the Superintendent’s Scholar Award on
Thursday, February 23, 2023. Congratulations to all award recipients!

https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
http://bit.ly/41ogwxP


SCHOLARSHIP DAYS
Laurens District 55 High School will host Scholarship Days for
senior students on February 28 and March 2. These days are
designed to help the students apply for our local scholarships,
research other scholarships, and assist them with applying.

HICKORY TAVERN PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISING
Hickory Tavern School (HTS) is thankful for the generous
donation given by Modern Woodmen of America. The
$100.00 donation goes toward HTS’s playground fund. The
HTS Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) has met half of
their $50,000.00 fundraising goal. They have raised
$25,000.00 in the two years of their fundraising efforts.
Thank you HTS PTO for your determination in providing the
best playground equipment at HTS!

Pictured are Brandon Addy (principal), Claudia John (school librarian), Alan
Rickard (Modern Woodmen of America), and Penny Tavenner (library
paraprofessional).

MENTAL HEALTH IS A PRIORITY IN LAURENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 55
Mental Health remains a priority in Laurens County School District 55 (LCSD 55). According to
the Centers for Disease Control website, mental health includes emotional, psychological and
social well-being. Taking care of mental health benefits individuals’ physical well-being. LCSD 55
is offering, ParentGuidance.org, a new free resource to support mental health and wellness. This
resource is available to all district staff, parents, and families. Please register and join the virtual
Family Mental Health Night on March 8, 2023. See flyer for more details.

STAKEHOLDERS INPUT REQUESTED
Laurens County School District 55 (LCSD 55) continues to gather input from stakeholders to
develop the district’s long-range plan. Kindly take time to respond to the School Facility
Community Survey.

DATES TO REMEMBER

https://bit.ly/3KDl515
http://bit.ly/3SCfjif
http://bit.ly/3Y6PVT4
https://bit.ly/3XNyXd6
https://bit.ly/3XNyXd6


BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The next LCSD 55 Board of Trustees regular monthly meeting will be Monday, March 27,
2023, at 6:30 p.m.

STAY IN THE KNOW

A weekly video to share school district news
February 24, 2023

A podcast of one-on-one conversations
Michael Cade

A chance to hear how L55 has positively
impacted students

Gage Camden

A chance to hear about our excellent teachers

Crystal Arnold

A chance to hear how L55 graduates
achieved greatness

Adam Taylor

CLOSING
On behalf of the LCSD 55 Board of Trustees, administrators, and staff thank you for your
partnership, support, and continued engagement as we work together to serve your children and
our community. Your input is greatly valued and we love to hear from you. Contact me at
athomas@laurens55.org, call 864-984-3568, attend our school and district events, or view our
school board meetings. Have a great week!

Sincerely,

Ameca C. Thomas, Ph.D.
Proud Superintendent of
Laurens County School District 55

Laurens County School District #55 is committed to the principle of equal opportunity.  It is the policy of the district not to
discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex, color, age, national origin, immigrant status, English-speaking status, familial status,

or disability with regard to students, employees, or applicants for admission or employment.

https://bit.ly/3Y7gQOm
https://anchor.fm/pride-in-55/episodes/Ep--8--Michael-Cade-e1td184
https://bit.ly/3YDdRys
http://bit.ly/3KGR4gV
https://bit.ly/3JtQlPL
mailto:athomas@laurens55.org

