
OUR THEME

World-Class Champions . . . every child, every chance, every day!

OUR GOALS

● Provide world-class safety and a positive school culture.

● Provide world-class, high-quality instruction to increase student

achievement.

● Provide world-class communication and family engagement.

March 6, 2023

Greetings Laurens County School District 55 Family,

We have entered the first full week of March and are working hard
going into the last few months of the school year. We are proud of all
the work being done in our classrooms to connect students with
meaningful learning. Our teachers and support staff have been hard at
work helping to ensure that our students receive a world-class
education.  We are so grateful for the many teachers who continue to
test their physical and mental boundaries to ensure our students
continue learning and succeeding. We are equally grateful to our
parents for supporting us in our educational endeavors. While this time

of year can bring with it the stress associated with a strong finish, we also experience a burst of
energy knowing the sense of urgency to help our students experience success.



LINKS
South Carolina Emergency Management Division Preparedness
Information
National School Breakfast Week Benefits of Breakfast Flyer
School Facility Community Survey
ParentGuidance.org Family Mental Health Night Flyer - March 8, 2023
WYFF-4 Women’s History Month Featuring Superintendent Dr. Ameca
Thomas
Laurens 55 Alumni Weekend Tailgate and Baseball Game March 24-25, 2023 Flyer

DATES TO REMEMBER

CELEBRATIONS

https://scemd.org/prepare/
https://scemd.org/prepare/
https://bit.ly/3J6f8J7
https://bit.ly/3XNyXd6
https://bit.ly/3KDl515
http://bit.ly/3EN55WM
http://bit.ly/3kNp5BG
http://bit.ly/3kNp5BG
http://bit.ly/3L4wwPJ


NATIONAL SCHOOL BREAKFAST WEEK
National School Breakfast Week (NSBW) is celebrated this week, March 6-10, 2023. The theme
is “Dig In to School Breakfast.” According to the School Nutrition Association (SNA), this year’s
campaign is a reminder to the school community that healthy breakfast options available at
school provide an energizing start to the day for students. The Laurens County School District 55
(LCSD 55) Student Nutrition Services Department will have giveaways at breakfast to celebrate
National School Breakfast Week.

“A healthy breakfast at the start of the day is a great way to ensure students are nourished and
ready to learn,” said Wanda Knight, Director of Student Nutrition Services. “National School
Breakfast Week helps us educate parents and students about all the nutritious and delicious
choices we offer.”

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK CELEBRATIONS

https://bit.ly/3J6f8J7


LAURENS DISTRICT 55 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT RECEIVES FULL SCHOLARSHIP FROM
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE
Anna Nance Reynolds is the recipient of a full
scholarship from Presbyterian College. She is a Teacher
Cadet in Mrs. Kimberly Martin’s class.

“Anna Nance is a wonderful student. She is upbeat,
positive, even-keeled, and sweet. She has a great
laugh,” said Mrs. Martin.

LDHS School Counselor Chrys Hill, M.Ed, added, “Anna
Nance is a very intelligent, and hard-working student.
She shows compassion for all and as an athlete, she was an excellent team player. I enjoy her
personality, and her enthusiasm for learning and life.”

Congratulations, Anna Nance!

FEBRUARY 2023 CHAMPION STUDENT SPOTLIGHT AWARDEES
Reginald Williams is a recipient of the February 2023 Champion
Student Spotlight Award. Reginald is a kindergarten student at E.B.
Morse (EBM) Elementary School.

EBM Principal Dr. Jason Bailey is delighted with Reginald’s recognition.
"Reginald always has a positive attitude and a smile on his face. He
works hard and strives to give his best each day," Dr. Bailey said.

Shannon Johnson, Reginald’s homeroom teacher, said, “Reginald is a
positive role model for students in my classroom. He is a good friend to
everyone, a hard worker, and always follows rules and expectations.”

Madisyn Miller, a four-year-old kindergarten student at EBM is also the
recipient of the February 2023 Champion Student Spotlight Award.

"Madisyn has a warm personality and is always smiling. She gives her
all in completing her activities in class and puts forth great effort. I am
happy to have her at E.B. Morse Elementary School and I look forward
to watching her growth in the future," said EBM Principal Dr. Jason
Bailey.

Ms. Haymes Harlan added, “Madisyn Miller is a 4K student in my class
this year. Throughout the whole year so far, she
has been a superstar. Madisyn is always ready

to learn each day. I am so proud of her for earning this award! She is
very smart and intelligent. I’m happy Madisyn is in my class!”

Another recipient of the February 2023 Champion Student Spotlight
Award is Logan Ballard. Logan is an eighth-grade student at Laurens
Middle School (LMS).

According to LMS Principal Clay Cotney, “Logan is always showing up
to school with a smile on his face. He is the first one to give a fist bump



and asks ‘How is your day?’ He is extremely respectful to his peers and adults across LMS!”

Logan’s homeroom teacher, Mr. Randy Vinzant, adds, “Logan Ballard is a very kind,
conscientious, and polite young man. He loves math and is always ready to help his peers who
are struggling in class. His biggest strength is that he always thinks of others before himself.
He arrives at school eager to learn every single day!”

LAURENS MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMIC BOWL TEAM
The 2022-23 Laurens Middle School (LMS) Academic Team is
composed of five 6th-8th grade students. Members of the academic
team are Daniel Alfred, Bailey Blackwood, Eli Lauer, Nadia
Tate-Fletcher, and JP Field. They are excited to be part of the team
and to have the opportunity to make friends and learn general
knowledge together.

The team practices every other Thursday. Practices are like
mini-competitions wherein the students split into mini-teams. LMS
Academic Team coach Mary Cole asks questions from multiple areas

of study, such as math, science, English
language arts, art, and music. In rounds 1 and
2, students are asked ten questions in each
round. Teams take turns answering directed
questions. In these rounds, team members discuss their answer, and the
team captain answers. They have 10 seconds to answer, except for math
computation questions. Teams have 30 seconds for math questions. If the
team the question was directed to gives a wrong answer, the other team
has the chance to give a correct answer to earn a point. Rounds 3 and 4
are buzzer rounds, with twenty-five questions in each round. Teams may
not communicate during these rounds. The first person to buzz in may
answer. If they answer incorrectly, the other team may buzz in and answer.

Eli Lauer happily shared his reason for joining and staying on the team, “I want to show how
smart I am and represent our school. I made friends that I like being around. I felt nervous but
learned a lot of stuff. It’s a really good experience.”

Daniel Alfred echoes that being part of the team is a way to make friends.
“I joined because I saw them having fun, and I learned it's a great place
to gain knowledge, meet new people, and make friends.”

Aju Alfred, Daniel’s father and a teacher at LMS, sees the benefits of his
son joining the team. Mr. Alfred said, “It is good to have a venue where
students can show their talents. My son is not into sports. He likes chess
and general knowledge. He has taken interest in learning things outside
of social studies, his favorite subject. Being part of the team has changed
his personality for the better. He speaks more openly and now has
confidence in expressing himself. I believe this will help with getting into
college.”

The LMS Academic Team will be at the Middle School Western Piedmont Education Consortium
(WPEC) Academic Challenge today, March 6th, and Wednesday, March 8th, at Clinton High
School in Laurens 56. The event starts at 4:30 PM.



MEET MS. MARY COLE
Ms. Mary Cole is the Project Lead the Way (Gateway to Technology) teacher at Laurens Middle
School (LMS). She has a Bachelor's degree in Anthropology from Kenyon College, a Master's in
Education from Wright State University, and a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math) Endorsement from Clemson University. She is in her 26th year in education and in her
fifth year of teaching in Laurens County School District 55 (LCSD 55).

Noting her joy of being part of LCSD 55, Ms. Cole said, “I work with really great people. They
care about me, and I care about them. We are like family. I enjoy working in the same community
where I live.”

A love for school and a service-oriented personality made teaching a natural career choice for
her. Helping people gives her purpose. She said, “Seeing kids go from not understanding, to
‘getting it’ is super satisfying. I also get a kick out of middle school students...they are hysterical!”

Serving in various roles in her career, Ms. Cole has been a high school biology teacher, middle
school science teacher, middle school social studies teacher, technology coach, and school
librarian. Currently, she also serves as the First LEGO League Robotics Team coach and LMS
Academic Team coach.  She is in her second year of coaching the academic team. Ms. Cole
loves the students’ enthusiasm and feels their excitement at practices and competitions.

LCSD 55 wishes Ms. Cole and the LMS Academic Team the best at their competition this week.

SPOTLIGHT ON COACH EDDIE WEST
Eddie West is in his 50th year of service in Laurens County School
District 55 (LCSD 55). Mr. West - often referred to as Coach West - has
had the opportunity to touch the lives of many students who have grown
to become successful adults, including LCSD 55 Superintendent Dr.
Ameca C. Thomas.

Mr. West is the administrative assistant and physical education
instructor at Laurens Middle School. He holds a B.S. Degree from
Erskine College, a M.Ed from Clemson University, and earned a M.Ed
plus 30 from Clemson University. From 1973-2001, he taught 7th & 8th
grade health, PE, math, earth science, and industrial technology
education at Ford School, which at that time served students in
kindergarten through 8th grade. Mr. West also served as the school’s co-head football coach
and head boys' basketball coach. From 2001 to the present day, Laurens Middle School has
been his homeschool. Through his years in education, Mr. West has also worked in Sanders
Middle School, Ford Elementary School, E.B. Morse Elementary School, Pleasant View
Elementary School, and Laurens Elementary School.

Mr. West was greatly influenced by his family to become an educator. His parents and sister
were very positive factors in his life and encouraged him to teach. Former colleagues, James
A. Pitts, Chris Johnston, Randy Scott, Ben Dorman, Gayle Fish, and his wife Laurie Childress
West, motivated him to pursue coaching and/or an administrative role. Mr. West noted that he
is very thankful to these individuals. They have made his educational career a joyful one.
“From 1973 to the present, I still love what I do,” declared Mr. West.

LCSD 55 is thankful for Mr. West’s 50 years of commitment in serving Laurens!



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The next LCSD 55 Board of Trustees regular monthly meeting will be Monday, March 27,
2023, at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the auditorium of Laurens Middle School located
at 1035 West Main Street in Laurens.

STAY IN THE KNOW

A weekly video to share school district news
March 3, 2023

A podcast of one-on-one conversations
Michael Cade

A chance to hear how L55 has positively
impacted students

Gage Camden

A chance to hear about our excellent teachers

Crystal Arnold

A chance to hear how L55 graduates
achieved greatness

Adam Taylor

CLOSING
On behalf of the LCSD 55 Board of Trustees, administrators, and staff thank you for your
partnership, support, and continued engagement as we work together to serve your children and
our community. Your input is greatly valued and we love to hear from you. Contact me at
athomas@laurens55.org, call 864-984-3568, attend our school and district events, or view our
school board meetings. Have a great week!

Sincerely,

Ameca C. Thomas, Ph.D.
Proud Superintendent of
Laurens County School District 55

Laurens County School District #55 is committed to the principle of equal opportunity.  It is the policy of the district not
to discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex, color, age, national origin, immigrant status, English-speaking

status, familial status, or disability with regard to students, employees, or applicants for admission or employment.

http://bit.ly/3kIweDr
https://anchor.fm/pride-in-55/episodes/Ep--8--Michael-Cade-e1td184
https://bit.ly/3YDdRys
http://bit.ly/3KGR4gV
https://bit.ly/3JtQlPL
mailto:athomas@laurens55.org

