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Foster brings own style to the classroom
By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff

   Who is Mr.Timothy Foster? What 
does he do?
   Well, Foster is a 55-year-old teach-
er of seventh-grade social studies at 
Phoenix Middle School, where he has 
been working for 20 years. Overall, he 
has been teaching for 29 years.
   Foster’s interests in life include 
coaching basketball, loving music 
-  for example, he likes the “Kings-
ton Trio” - horses, and he loves fixing 
barb-wire fences. He has taught grades 
six through eight and multiple subjects 
over the years, which he said he enjoyed doing.
   Foster got a degree in business and education from the University 
of South Dakota and from Wayne State in Nebraska. He knew he 
wanted to be a teacher when he was 23 years old because he likes 
helping people. Foster said he likes teaching at Phoenix because 
“there is a good mix of students and the teachers are nice here.”
   Foster is known for his unusual teaching style, including story-
telling. He said he gets the style from “watching the good movies.” 
His favorite movie is “True Grit,” the original movie made in 1969 
and starring John Wayne.
   What motivates Foster in life is “paying the bills and helping 
people and kids,” he said.  Foster grew up in Cedar County, Ne-
braska, and has a wife, son and daughter.
   Foster said his favorite hobby is “writing songs.”  He attributed 
this interest to “my three older sisters, who formed a band while 
they were in high school.”
   About that story-telling ability?
   ”I was considered too young to play at the nightclub where they 
performed, but often I went to their performance with my parents,” 
said Foster. His least favorite times in life was when “I wasn’t 
allowed to go along and had to stay at home alone. My family 
would not return home until about two in the morning. It got a little 
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freaky.”
   Today Foster spends 
most of his his free time 
“attending my son’s and 
daughter’s high school 
events.”
   He also spends most 
of the summer back in 
Nebraska.
   ”I truly miss the farm 
life and hope to retire 
back in the secluded 
hills of Nebraska where
I grew up,” said Foster.

Eighth-grade teachers
share experiences
By Crystal Reyes
Phoenix Rising staff

   Eighth-grade teachers have a special role as they prepare students 
for high school. A few of those teachers offered their thoughts on 
teaching the final grade level at Phoenix Middle School.
   Mr. Nasar Tahiri said this is his fourth 
year teaching eighth grade. He said the 
hardest part of being a teacher is trying to 
be able to meet the unique needs of each of 
his students. This is particularly the case 
in our district given the diversity of stu-
dents and the range of academic ability, he 
explained. Tahiri said he loves his eighth-
grade class. He said he thought the classes 
would be difficult because of the class siz-
es, but the students have been great.
   Another teacher, Mr. Steven Fouts, has 
new experiences with eighth graders as he 
started working with them this school year. His previous four years 
at Phoenix, Fouts worked with seventh-grade math students, but 
this school year he teaches Algebra 1, and eighth-grade science. He 
previously worked as a fifth-grade teacher at Turtle Creek Elemen-
tary School in Delavan.
   Fouts said this is a good group of students. He noted that work-
ing with them last school year gave him a head start for this school 
year. Since he knew most of the students and they knew him, the 
students knew what to expect from him. Fouts said there are a lot 
of advantages to this, especially when he had some classes as large 
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   Mr. Timothy Foster shows skill in his earlier years.    (Photo submitted)

Mr. Timothy Foster coaches Phoenix 
seventh grade girls basketball. (Photo 
by Yearbook staff)
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as 36 students.
   This has been a unique experience, he 
said, and it makes him wonder what it 
would be like to follow the students to 
high school and have some students for 
three years in a row.
   Asked what it is like to be an eighth-
grade teacher, Fouts said the biggest chal-
lenge is the class sizes and learning the 
science curriculum, as well as not having 
some of his colleagues from his past four 

years with which to work. That being said, 
he added the teach-

ers he works with are great professionals, 
extremely helpful, and he is grateful for 
the chance to work with them.
   “This is also a fun age group, and I 
wouldn’t mind working with eighth grad-
ers next year,” said Fouts.
   Mr. Adam Nielsen said this is his 16th 
year as an eighth-grade teacher at Phoe-
nix. He said the hardest part of teaching is 
finding out a student at Phoenix is being 
bullied by another student. Nielsen said 
the best part of teaching eighth grade is get-
ting to see how excited the students get when doing well on an 
assignment or on the MAPS test.

Steven Fouts

Adam Nielsen

Egyptian projects featured in school library
By Riley Flintrop
and Maddie Gums
Phoenix Rising staff
   Many have seen a bunch of colorful shoe boxes in the library. 
But what was featured in those shoe boxes? They were Egyptian 
projects created by sixth-grade students.
   They made them in their social studies classes to represent “the 
final assessment for their unit on Ancient Egypt. Mrs. Thorson and 
I were checking that students acquired a deep knowledge of vari-
ous aspects of Egyptian culture, especially their burial practices,” 
said Mr. Colandrea, an ELA and social studies teacher. “This proj-
ect also had a written component where students had to write a 
narrative of an imaginary person of their own creation.”
   Thorson and him “developed the project together. We did some 
web searches about summative assessments for Ancient Egypt and 
found several that dealt with the construction of tombs. We adapt-
ed several to meet our own needs,” added Colandrea. They chose 
this project because “we wanted a project that was both interactive 
and cooperative. Students could choose to work together in a small 
group or on their own. We also wanted to give those students who 
are artistically inclined an opportunity to showcase their talent.”
   The kids made the projects by “using shoe boxes provided by 
themselves or by me and Mrs. Thorson,” said Colandrea. “The 
other teachers were awesome in donating shoe boxes that they had 

Wall painting found in an Eqyptian tomb.

at home. The students were given a step-by-step list of the process 
of making the tomb. They had to develop a sarcophagus, tomb 
paintings, and relics that would have been in the tomb of a well-
to-do Egyptian.”

Student inspires debate club
By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor
   Did you know that there is a debate club for eighth-grade stu-
dents at Phoenix Middle School? The inspiration for the club came 
from student Cameron Kennedy.
   The club takes place in Mr. Tahiri’s room during eighth-grade 
lunch hour. It meets at least twice a week. Monday is a day to 
chose the debate topic. Tuesday-Thursday are optional and are 
work days and preparation days for Friday’s debate.
   When choosing a topic to debate, students say their ideas and 
people choose sides or teams, if there is an even amount of stu-
dents on each argumentative side and everyone agrees, then that 
will be the topic. After the debate, the winning team is chosen by 
the moderators, Naser Tahiri and Cameron Kennedy. 
   Kennedy said she got the idea for the club from “socratic semi-
nars we did in class.” Socratic seminars are discussions as a class 
where you state your opinion on the question and provide text evi-
dence. However, in these seminars you could not debate with other 
people or argue your opinion, just simply state it.
   So, student Kennedy wanted to debate and got the eighth-grade 

Continued on page3
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science and social studies teacher (Tahiri) interested in starting a 
club.

   “I started talking to Tahiri about how I 
wanted to maybe get a debate club up, and 
I knew he would help me set it up,” said 
Kennedy. From that point on, debate club 
started.
   It began as a small club with co-founders 
Hannah Borzynski and Emma Robertson, 
but the club is still expanding. Currently 
there are 10 or 11 members. Going for-
ward with the club, Kennedy said, “I want 
to solidify the rules, and get the way the 
debate is going to work perfectly.”

Continued from page 2
Debate club...

Naser Tahiri

How are fifth graders adjusting at Phoenix?
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff
   As you already know, fifth graders have joined Phoenix Middle    
School this school year after a failed referendum caused Darien 
Elementary School to close.  With a new referendum pasing, Dar-
ien will reopen for the 2019-20 school year, but the fifth grade is 
believed to be staying at Phoenix. Some people may wonder how 
the fifth-grade students have been adjusting. 
    Mr. Patrick Wrubbel, a fifth-grade teacher, shared his thoughts 
on positive happenings and challenges occurring in the fifth 
grade.
   “A lot of them like their Allied Arts, but they are a bit different 
than they are used to. Carrying all their items to classes is helping 
them learn to have essentials with you,” said Wrubbel. “Activity 
nights have been a big hit. We had an Escape Room at our last ac-
tivity night and that was a huge success. Doing our Wax Museum 

at Phoenix has really given us more room to perform; we raised a 
record amount of money for our spring field trip.”  
    Wrubbel also discussed some things that are more challenging 
to the students..
   “Early school start is still a problem, but it’s getting better as 
time goes,” he said.
   When I was in fifth grade, we were at Darien Elementary along 
with fourth grade and we started school almost an hour later than 
they do now
    “Seeing multiple teachers for some is a bit different,” said 
Wrubbel. “The playground is a bit different too; there’s not as 
many things to do as they are used to.”   
   The fifth graders have adjusted pretty well to Phoenix, but we 
older students do have to cut them some slack for moving from a 
small elementary school to a large middle school.

Phoenix students do well in Academic Bowl
By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor
   There was an Academic Bowl held at Sharon Public School on 
March 13. There were four schools competing - Delavan-Darien, 
Elkhorn, Beloit Turner, and Sharon. Five students were nomi-
nated from each grade level, a representative for each subject 
(Math, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies), as well as an 
additional all-around student.
   Students were nominated by their grade-level teachers. The 
Phoenix Middle School students representing Math were Melani 
Mayorga (8th Grade), Joshua Brown (7th Grade) and Kylene 
Yartey (6th Grade). Representatives for Science were Thomas 
Cobb (8th Grade), Camden Lockhart (7th Grade) and Sebastian 
Duran (6th Grade). Language Arts representatives were Anna 
Lock (8th grade), Olivia VanDeBogert (7th Grade) and Maahi 
Patel (6th Grade). Social Studies representatives were Zeke Rice 
(8th Grade), Logan Thiele (7th Grade) and Tyler Kligora (6th 
Grade). All-around students were Felipe Leal (8th Grade), Mason 
Rodriguez (7th Grade) and Alaina Sorg (6th Grade).
  During the day, students began by doing their individual event 
tests for 45 minutes before  there was a break. After that, the 
group current events test began. Then students moved to the gym 
for an icebreaker activity with other schools. Finally, results were 
announced.
   Overall, Phoenix took second place, with a loss to Elkhorn, 
but still did really well overall. Several students also placed in 
individual events. Eighth-graders who won individual awards 
were Lock, earning a first in her event, Rice finishing third, Cobb 
capturing second, and Leal placing third. Seventh-graders who 
won individual events were Rodriguez earning third, Brown 
taking first, Lockhart notching second, Thiel finishing first, and 
VanDeBogert earning second. Sixth-graders who won individual 
events were Yartey with second place and Kligora earning a first. 
Leal, VanDeBogert, Kilgora, Cobb and Lockhart’s team won the 
current-events round.

Phoenix Middle School students performed very well at the Aca-
demic Bowl at Sharon Public School in March.
                                                                 (Photo by Yearbook staff) 



PAGE 4

Photos 
by

Yearbook
Staff

A look at Phoenix life



PAGE 5

Check out uncommon books
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff
   Phoenix Middle School students are very lucky to have a library 
full of wonderful books, but there are actually more books there 
than you think. There are some very popular titles at the library, 
but, also, some uncommon ones.
   Students are constantly asking for Mrs. Sandra Huff, the school 
librarian, to put books on hold for them, but maybe this wouldn’t 
happen as often if they saw some of the older titles. Students 
wouldn’t want to wait a few weeks for a book they may not even 
be interested in after they start reading it. 
    Huff gave some popular titles that are commonly checked out 
- “House Arrest, the Diary of a Wimpy Kid books, Amulet books 
and Smile or Sisters; the books like that.” She believes that they 
are checked out “because they are quick to read and they are real-
istic fiction.”
   It makes Huff “very sad” when some books aren’t checked out 
for years.
   “It makes me sad when some kids won’t check out a book because 
of the way it looks,” she said. She recommended, “The War That 
Saved My Life, any Tim Green books, for the kids that like sports, 
House Arrest, and any of the battle books past and present.” 
    If you feel as if you are sick of the same books over and over 
again, joining Battle of the Books is a good recommendation. It 
will help you read different books that are usually not very com-
mon at Phoenix..

   Members of the Phoenix Rising newspaper staff include, front, 
from left: Iesha Lee, Maddie Gums, Riley Flintrop and Zabrya Russell. 
Back, from left, are: Jamie Pehkonen, Anna Lock, Crystal Reyes and 
Martha Valadez.                                          (Photo by Yearbook staff)

How do people feel about anime?
By Maddie Gums
Phoenix Rising staff
    Something I really love is anime. It makes me happy and I 
want to know if anyone else watches anime or even likes it. I 
personally love anime and my favorite is Danganronpa. So let’s 
see what other people think of it.
   “So Zabrya, how do you feel about me talking about anime every 
single day?” 
   “ Umm, I have no idea, because people talk about it a lot. I guess 
sometimes it interests me, sometimes because I don’t read anime 
so it interests me sometimes. Anime seems interesting to me,” said 
Zabrya Russell. 
   “ Have you ever considered watching anime at all?”
“Maybe, I am considering it though cuz you guys talk about it a 
lot,” said Russell.
   I decided to ask one more person to see what she thinks about 
anime.
   “ Riley, how do you feel about me talking about anime a lot?”
   “ Umm, I think it is annoying because of how much people talk 
about it,” said Riley Flintrop.
   “So have you ever considered trying to watch anime?”
   “ I’ve considered it many times last year,” said Flintrop.
   “But did you watch any?” 
   “ No, on Netflix I added a few to my watch list, but never watched 
them,” said Flintrop.
    Well, it appears not everyone is as interested as I am in anime.

Ownership of territory in
outer space debated
By Zach Miller
For Phoenix Rising

   Did you know that people are discussing the idea of owning ter-
ritory in outer space? The topic of owning land in space is contro-
versial. Some individuals think there is great potential in exploring 
the idea of living on another planet and there are others who think 
it is not possible. People should not have the right to claim territory 
in outer space because of the cost, lack of resources, and develop-
ing technology.
   The first reason why people should not own territory in outer 
space is because it costs too much money. According to the biog-
raphy about Elon Musk, on page 11  it states, ‘‘Mr. Musk’s vision 
for the Mars space colony includes a price tag of $500,000 per 
person.’’ The price for developing homes in outer space is astro-
nomical!  The average income of  a citizen of the United States is 
approximately $60,000. In short, it would take a very long time for 
individuals to save up enough money to own territory in space.
    The second reason people should not own territory in outer space 
is because there is a lack of resources available. For example, the 
ad on page 12 states that travel to the colony is not included, nor 
is food. The lack of resources makes it difficult to travel to the ter-
ritories and to survive in space. There needs to be available trans-
portation and food. Otherwise it is impossible to see the potentially 
purchased land and survive in space. This is just one more reason 
why people should not own land in space.
    The third reason why individuals should not own territory in 
outer space is because technology is still developing. In the Musk 
biography, the text states, ‘‘currently Musk is working on a pro-
totype rocket for the mission.’’ There is no mentioning of current 
technology that will make outer space accessible to all of mankind. 
The current technology only focuses on cargo transportation for 
the government.
    On the other hand, there are some people who believe territory 
should be claimed in outer space because of the possible resources 
available. According to the Miami Herald on page 13, it states, 
‘‘There may be valuable minerals in these locations.” Some argue 
there are valuable resources available on other planets if the land 
was claimed. However, the resources are not guaranteed and it 
would be a big risk to claim territory only for unknown resources.
    To conclude, there are individuals who believe territory in outer 
space should be claimed. However, there are others who believe 

land in outer space should not be claimed. There are several rea-
sons why it is not a good idea to to claim the territory. These ex-
amples include the cost to get to outer space, the difficulty of trans-
portation to space, and the technology is still developing. These are 
all reasons why people should not claim territory in outer space.
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Pioneering:
School year has been unusual
By Thom Aiello
Advisor
    Every school year has its own mark, but this one has been 
unusual for the Delavan-Darien School District. Two words have 
been the key to that - voting and weather.
    First came all of the changes the district had to make after a 
failed referendum. That was a downer to begin the school year. 
But, later, a different referendum passed, bringing hope to district 

leaders for a brighter future. Plans have 
been in the works as this column is being 
written, so there is a more positive vibe 
for the next school year.
    But, also at the time of this writing in 
late February, the weather has affected 
the school year as much as any in recent 
memory. If school days, including class-
room times and after-school activities, 
weren’t being cancelled by major accu-

mulations of snow, then they were called off 
by dangerously cold weather. The temperatures were one issue, but 
the wind-chill factors were unbelievable.
    Like most school districts in Wisconsin, and in the Midwest, the 
days off of school broke up the continuity and rhythm for classes 
and for after-school practices and events. Everyone was left scram-
bling. The only consolation, if there is one, was that most everyone 
else was in the same predicament.
    My main roles with the school district up to this point this 
school year have been as the junior varsity girls basketball team 
at Delavan-Darien High School and as the newspaper club advisor 
for both The Cometeer at D-DHS and for Phoenix Rising at Phoe-
nix Middle School. With those roles, there were cancellations and 
make-up dates, as well as some students missing time because of 
illnesses. A disappointing occurrence was Syd Anderson, a steady 
starter for the Comets’ varsity basketball team and its only senior, 
having to miss the regional opener at Fort Atkinson because of ill-
ness. That turned out to be the final game of the season, which is 
one you never want a senior to miss. On the positive side, she will 
have a softball season.
    From the newspaper clubs perspectives, we tried scheduling 
around the snow, ice and cold weather factors, and we held meet-
ings when we could and, as usual, stayed in contact by email as 
well. But, in part because of the factors mentioned earlier, this has 
been a challenging school year for the student staff members. You 
have to have the ability to work independently on articles, to have 
pride on what you are doing, and have the ability to overcome ob-
stacles and stick with something that may not be viewed the same 
as connecting on a game-winning shot in basketball. The glory may 
be different, but the accomplishments are important in helping to 
tell part of the history of a particular school year.
    As most any school year, there are many challenges for stu-
dents.
    Several of the staff members of Phoenix Rising were also in 
the fine school musical, which was a bilingual version of Aladdin. 
There was a lot of pride seeing that musical, and I believe there 

was such an added message to it, with a diverse group of students 
showing how they can come together in a strong fashion. Kudos 
for taking on such a challenge.
    Later, other positives included the University of Wisconsin’s 
acclaimed band performing in the D-DHS gym and then the high 
school students doing a fantastic job on the musical Footloose. 
Again, a story from the past of a student moving from Chicago to 
a small town could easily have messages that apply locally nowa-
days.
    When I decided to have separate newspaper meetings and pub-
lications for the high school and the middle school this school 
year, two big factors in that decision were connected as well. The 
middle school was adding fifth-grade students for the first time 
and the high school students were starting to take on more articles 
that were more appropriate for older students. Obviously, there is 
quite the age difference between fifth graders and seniors in high 
school.
    With that in mind, the D-DHS staffers - a small, but dedicated, 
crew - have had to try to find ways to get topics that are important 
to high school students in print. The Cometeer staff saw another 
school newspaper and it was surprised what they were able to “re-
port” - on the front page, no less. They are learning the differences 
between a community newspaper, and perhaps a student publica-
tion that is part of a journalism class, and a student club newspaper 
that was revived last school year. These are talented students we 
have here, and they are figuring out how to report on important, 
relative topics, as I believe you will find in this edition.
    This is why all of these students should be recognized and sa-
luted. It’s been a strange school year so far, but everyone is doing 
the best job possible to guide it along

Thom Aiello

   University of Wisconsin band under the direction of Mike Leck-
rone performed at D-DHS in March.          (photo by Wendy Shafer)



   The Green Bay Packers are inviting student artists to submit 
artwork for the organization’s Packers Student Art Contest, with 
the winners earning the opportunity for their art to be featured 
at Lambeau Field and a $5,000 donation for their school.
   The winning pieces will be displayed in the stadium’s club 
levels throughout the 2019 season.
   The theme of this year’s contest is “The Next 100 Seasons of 
Packers Football,” and asks students to share their vision for 
the future of the Packers by illustrating what the next century of 
the team will look like. What kinds of exciting victories, special 
traditions and momentous plays will be featured on highlight 
reels? Will Lambeau Field or the game of football look differ-
ent? What will stay the same as it’s always been?
   Artists are invited to capture “The Next 100 Seasons of Pack-
ers Football” through painting, drawings, prints, digital art, 
mixed media or collage. The deadline to submit artwork is April 
28.
   Three grand prize winners also will receive a $5,000 donation 
to the winner’s school art program and an invitation for the win-
ner and two guests to the Annual Suite Holder Tasting in July 
at Lambeau Field.
   Eligible artists include students in grades 6-8 or grades 9-12, 
or students attending a university or technical college at the time 
of submission, with one winner chosen from each category. The 
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Packers invite student artists to submit
artwork for display at Lambeau Field

final artwork size must be 16 inches by 20 inches on canvas, 
paper, or other mixed media. Art pieces must weigh less than 30 
pounds and be able to fit comfortably in a standard frame.
   For full contest rules and guidelines, or to submit an entry for 
the contest, please visit pckrs.com/artcontest.

Winning students will earn $5,000 donation for their school art program
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It’s Never
Too Late

To Get Involved 
and

Contribute
to

PHOENIX RISING


