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Unit Name Time Frame NYS/Common Core 
Learning Standards 

Essential Question Skills Taught Assessment(s) 

11- Division and 
Reunion 
 

September Std 1 
 
Analyze primary source 
documents such as the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation and the 
Civil War Amendments. 
 
Std 5 
 
Debate Lincoln’s plan, 
Johnson’s plan, and the 
Radical Republicans’ 
plan for Reconstruction. 

What political, social, 
and economic factors 
caused the Civil War? 
What were the 
conflicting perspectives 
on slavery? 
What kind of nation did 
the founding fathers 
create? 
What is to be done with 
the institution of 
slavery? 
Must sectionalism 
ultimately lead to 
disunion? 
What was the course of 
the Civil War? 
What were its political, 
social, and economic 
ramifications of the Civil 
War? 

Map Reading 
 
Categorizing Information 
 
Using Primary Sources 
 
Analyzing Information 
 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

12 - Reconstruction 
An Industrial 
Society 
 

October Std 1  What were the political, 
social, and economic 
effects of the Civil War? 
What happened to the 
South after the Civil 
War? 

Categorizing Information 
 
Analyzing Primary Sources 
 
Compare/Contrast 
 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
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What were the long-
term economic, political, 
and social implications 
of Reconstruction? 
How is cultural diversity 
both a benefit and a 
problem? 
Why do some people 
view the same event 
differently? 

Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 
 
Writing DBQ essays 
 
Creating and reading timelines 
 
Creating and reading maps 
 

Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

13 - An Industrial 
Society 
 

November Std 1 
 
Compare the 
industrialization, 
urbanization, and 
reforms of the last half 
of the 19th century to 
similar developments 
during the first half of 
that century. 
 
 
 
 

What are the causes and 
effects of scarcity? 
How did the United 
States respond to the 
three basic economic 
questions in the late 
1800s? 
Is there an American 
culture? How did 
massive immigration 
lead to new social 
patterns and conflicts? 

Geography skills 
 
Problem-solving 
 
Analyzing political cartoons 
 
Analyzing photographs 
 
Debate skills 
 
Recognizing different points of 
view 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
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Std 5 
 
Identify ideas associated 
with the American 
economy and list the  
costs and benefits of 
each. 
- individual 
entrepreneurship 
- laissez-faire economy 
- cheap labor 
- free enterprise 
- monopolies 
- government regulation 

Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

14 - An Industrial 
Society 
 
The U.S. as an 
independent Nation 
in an Increasingly 
Interdependent 
World 
 

December Std 4 
 
In 1876 the nation 
celebrated its 100th 
birthday. Describe an 
event or invention of 
this period that changed 
methods of 
transportation, 
communication, 
business, or 
manufacturing. 
Analyze photographs of 
city slums, such as those 
taken by Jacob Riis. 
Describe conditions, 
speculate about causes, 
and suggest solutions. 

What specific social, 
economic, and political 
problems needed reform 
in the late-19th century? 
How can an individual 
help to bring about 
change in society? 
What is the amendment 
process? 
How did the federal 
government help the 
reform movement 
through amendments 
and legislation? Do these 
problems exist today? To 
what extent? 
What were the causes 
and effects of U.S. 
involvement in foreign 

Cause and Effect 
 
Drawing inferences 
 
Forming generalizations 
 
Working in groups 
 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
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affairs at the turn of the 
20th century? 
 

Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

15 - The U.S. as an 
Independent Nation 
in an Increasingly 
Interdependent 
World 
 
The U.S. Between 
the Wars 

January  Std 1,2,4,5 
 

Make comparisons 
between the economic, 
political, and social 
motives for 19th-century 
imperialism and the 
European colonization of 
the Americas. 
Given our own history, 
debate the pros and 
cons of American 
imperialism. 
Make a cultural 
comparison collage of 
the United States and 
lands acquired in 
Latin America and the 
Pacific. 
 
Demonstrate the causes 
and effects of the ideas 
of Manifest Destiny. 
Map the battles of the 
Spanish-American War. 

What are the costs and 
benefits of neutrality 
and foreign 
intervention? 
How did the role of the 
U.S. in foreign affairs 
change at the turn of the 
century? 
What were the 
economic, political, and 
social changes of the 
1920s? 
How was Prohibition an 
outgrowth of the earlier 
temperance movement? 
 

Analyzing Primary Sources 
 
Compare/Contrast 
 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 
 
Writing DBQ essays 
 
Creating and reading timelines 
 
Creating and reading maps 
 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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Create headlines 
regarding foreign or 
domestic problems 
today in the style of 
yellow journalism. 

16 - The U.S. 
Between The Wars - 
The U.S. Assumes 
Worldwide 
Responsibilities 

February  Std 1,2,3,4 
 
Debate the pros and 
cons of Prohibition. 
Research, list, and 
illustrate the “firsts” that 
occurred in the 1920s; 
e.g., the first trans-
Atlantic flight. 
Predict the effects of 
United States 
noninvolvement in 
foreign affairs as the 
world became more 
interdependent. 
Compare and contrast 
trends described in this 
section (i.e., rising 
standard of living, 
changes in the 
workplace, immigration, 
use of leisure time) with 
similar trends in the late-
19th century. 
Using advertisements, 
determine what 
consumer goods a family 

How did the role of 
government change 
from the 1920s to the 
1930s? 
Why did the crash of the 
stock market affect 
those who did not own 
stock? 
How did the concept of 
checks and balances 
relate to the New Deal? 
How was New York a 
model for federal 
programs? 
What parts of the New 
Deal legislation are still 
in effect today? 
How did the Versailles 
Treaty lead to WWII? 
How could the use of the 
first atomic bomb be 
considered a turning 
point in U.S. history? 
Why is WWII considered 
a “total war” affecting all 
aspects of American life? 

Categorizing Information 
 
Analyzing Primary Sources 
 
Compare/Contrast 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 
 
Writing DBQ essays 
 
Creating and reading timelines 
 
Creating and reading maps 
 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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of the 1920s would have 
owned. 
Make a chart of the 
percentage of people in 
farming and nonfarming 
occupations from 1840 
to 1930. Determine the 
trend. How did the plight 
of farmers foreshadow 
the Great Depression?  
Essay topic: How were 
the 1920s an age of 
intolerance toward 
immigrants and African-
Americans? Defend the 
statement: Not all 
Americans enjoyed the 
fruits of economic 
prosperity during the 
1920s. 
Research the writings of 
such African- 
American writers as 
Claude McKay. 

17 - The U.S. 
Assumes 
Worldwide 
Responsibilities 

March Std 1,2,3,4,5 
 
Research human rights 
violations since World 
War II and the United 
Nations’ response to 
them. 
Make a chart comparing 
the United States and 

How and why did the 
leadership role of the 
U.S. differ after WWII 
and WWI? 
How and why did the 
United States help the 
nations of Europe after 
WWII? 

Map Reading 
 
Categorizing Information 
 
Using Primary Sources 
 
Analyzing Information 
 
Compare and Contrast 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
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the Soviet Union in size, 
population, government, 
allies, economy, and 
religion. 
Create an illustrated 
timeline of Cold War 
events. List the causes 
and results of the 
Korean War. Invite a 
Korean War veteran to 
class.  Examine foreign 
policy issues of the 
Cold War and actions 
taken by presidents of 
the United States. 
Suggested Document: 
United Nations 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, 
December 10, 1948 

What was the Cold War? 
How was it different 
from previous wars? 
How were WWII and the 
Vietnam War different? 

 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 

Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

18 - The Post-Cold 
War and the United 
States world role. 
 

April  Std 1,3,4,5 
 
Make a poster 
comparing the weapons 
of World War I, the 
Vietnam War, and the 
Gulf War. Drawing 
conclusions. Use the 
study of current events 
to convey the ongoing 
nature of United States 
foreign policy. 

How were the Vietnam 
War and the Gulf War 
different? 
How has our relationship 
with Latin America 
changed? 
How did the Cold War 
affect the lives of people 
in the U.S.? 
How did the U.S. deal 
with the assassination of 
one president and the 
resignation of another? 

Categorizing Information 
 
Analyzing Primary Sources 
 
Compare/Contrast 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 
 
Writing DBQ essays 
 
Creating and reading timelines 
 
Creating and reading maps 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
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Research a timeline to 
show involvement in the 
Middle East. Research 
products made in 
Mexico and Latin 
America. Analyze the 
economic effects on 
business and labor in the 
United States. 

How has the fall of 
communism changed the 
balance of power in the 
world? 
What will be the role of 
the U.S. in the 21st 
century? 

 Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

19 - Review of 7th 
and 8th grade Social 
Studies 

May & June Std 1,2,3,4,5 Was it possible to have a 
peace of reconciliation 
after the Civil War? 
Should the South have 
been treated as a 
defeated nation or as 
states in rebellion? 
What problems did 
Reconstruction 
government face in the 
South? 
Can political freedom 
exist without an 
economic foundation? 
When should a president 
be impeached and 
removed from office? 
Does racial equality 
depend upon 
government action? 

Categorizing Information 
 
Analyzing Primary Sources 
 
Compare/Contrast 
Reading charts, tables, and 
graphs 
 
Writing DBQ essays 
 
Creating and reading timelines 
 
Creating and reading maps 
 

Review Activities 
Oral Presentations 
PowerPoint Projects 
Review Webquests 
Final Exam  
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How did Jim Crow Laws 
create and govern a 
racially segregated 
society in the South? 
Why were Gilded Age 
big business leaders 
described both as 
“captains of industry” or 
“robber barons?” 
To what extent did 
technological invention 
and innovation improve 
transportation and the 
infrastructure of the 
United States during the 
nineteenth century? 
What are some 19th 
century arguments that 
business should be 
regulated closely by the 
government? 
What are the arguments 
surrounding business 
being allowed to 
combine and reduce 
competition? 
How did the labor 
movement develop 
during the 19th and 20th 
centuries? 
Why was America a 
magnet for immigrants? 
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Has immigration been 
the key to America’s 
success? 
Has the West been 
romanticized? 
Have Native Americans 
been treated fairly by 
the United States 
government? 
Who was to blame for 
the problems of 
American farmers after 
the Civil War? Was the 
farmers’ revolt of the 
1890s justified? 
Did populism provide an 
effective solution to the 
nation’s problems? 
Is muckraking an 
effective tool to reform 
American politics and 
society? 
Were the Progressives 
successful in making 
government more 
responsive to the will of 
the people? 
What factors led to The 
Great Migration? 
Should Theodore 
Roosevelt be called a 
“Progressive” president? 
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Was the “New Freedom” 
an effective solution to 
the problems of 
industrialization? 
What were the reasons 
behind American 
expansion overseas? 
Did the press cause the 
Spanish-American War? 
What was debate over 
the United States going 
to war against Spain in 
1898? 
What arguments were 
raised to justify US 
involvement in the 
affairs of Latin America? 
Was world war 
inevitable in 1914? 
What were the 
arguments surrounding 
US entry into World War 
I? 
How did the government 
deal with dissent during 
World War I? 
What were the effects of 
the Treaty of Versailles 
on Europe? 
Why did Americans 
reject the Treaty of 
Versailles? 
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Was American foreign 
policy during the 1920s 
“isolationist” or 
“internationalist?” 
Did the Nineteenth 
Amendment radically 
change women’s role in 
American life? 
 How did the role of 
women in American life 
significantly change 
during the 1920s? 
How did the United 
States limit immigration 
in the 1920s? 
What were the causes of 
the Great Depression 
inevitable? 
Was the New Deal an 
effective response to the 
depression? 
Did Franklin Roosevelt’s 
“New Deal” weaken or 
save capitalism? 
Did Franklin Roosevelt’s 
“New Deal” undermine 
the constitutional 
principles of “separation 
of powers” and “checks 
and balances?” 
How did the New Deal 
effect labor unions and 
working people? 
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What was Lend Lease? 
Was war between the 
United States and Japan 
inevitable? 
How important was the 
home front in the United 
States’ victory in World 
War II? 
How did the US deal 
with Japanese 
Americans during World 
War? 
Why did the President 
authorize use of nuclear 
weapons? 
Was the Cold War 
inevitable? 
Was containment an 
effective policy to thwart 
communist expansion? 
Should the United States 
have feared internal 
communist subversion in 
the 1950s? 
What leads to the 1950s 
being termed a time of 
great peace, progress, 
and prosperity for 
Americans? 
What is the rationale 
behind fighting “limited 
wars” to contain 
communism? 
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What was at stake 
during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis? 
What were the military 
and political rationales 
underlying the war in 
Vietnam? 
What role did domestic 
protest play in the 
ending of the war? 
How did debate over 
Vietnam bring affect the 
political culture of the 
United States? 
What did the “Great 
Society” programs 
attempt to do? 
Does Lyndon Johnson 
deserve to be called the 
“civil rights president?” 
How was civil 
disobedience used to 
fight for civil rights? 
Did the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s 
effectively change the 
nation?Should an Equal 
Rights Amendment 
(“ERA”) be added to the 
Constitution to achieve 
gender equality? 
Did the Warren Supreme 
Court expand or 
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undermine the concept 
of civil liberties? 
What was the Watergate 
Scandal? 

 


