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Course and Grade Level:    Teacher:  

Unit Name Time Frame NYS/Common Core 
Learning Standards 

Essential Question Skills Taught Assessment(s) Used all year 

1 -  Introduction to 
Social Studies 
Geography in the 
Americas 
The First Americans 

September Std 3  
 
Apply the five themes of 
geography to their 
studies of communities 
and regions throughout 
the world. Describe how 
location, place, 
relationship with place, 
movement and regions 
can be used to analyze 
different cultures and 
societies 
 
Std 3 
 
Use a variety of maps to 
answer geographic 
questions about people, 
places, and regions 
 
Std 2  
Propose a list of 
characteristics to define 
the concepts of culture 
and civilization, 
explaining how 
civilizations develop and 
change 
 
 

How do historians 
research the past? 
What are primary and 
secondary source 
materials? 
How do maps provide 
information about 
people, places, and 
physical and cultural 
environments? 
How did geographical 
factors affect political, 
social and economic 
aspects of life in the 
Mayan, Aztec, and Incan 
cultures? 
 

Group work 
Cooperative Learning 
Problem Solving 
Essential questions 
Critical thinking 
Essay writing 
Map reading 
Picking out major ideas 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizing materials 
Study skills 
Test taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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Std 1 
 
Recognize the reasons 
for periodizing history 
and know some 
designation of the 
periods; discuss the 
usefulness of the 
following periods: 
Three worlds and their 
meetings in the 
Americas(beginning to 
1607 
Colonization, settlement 
and communities (1607 
to 1763) 
The revolution and the 
New Nation (1763 to 
1815) 
Expansion and reform 
(1801-1861) 
 
Std 3 
 
 Investigate how groups 
of people living in 
different geographic 
regions throughout the 
world interacted with 
and structured their 
natural environment to 
accommodate their 
varied lifestyles and 
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economies; discuss 
national, regional, and 
global interactions 
 

2 - The first 
Americans. 
Europeans reach 
the Americas. 
Age of Exploration 
and Discovery 
The 13 English 
Colonies. 

October 

 
Std 1  
 
Use demographic 
information, mapping 
exercises, photographs, 
interviews, population 
graphs, church records, 
newspaper accounts, 
and other sources to 
conduct case studies of 
particular groups in the 
history of the state, or 
nation and classify 
information according to 
the type of activity: 
social, political, 
economic, cultural and 
religious 
 
St 1 
 
 Identify the author’s or 
artist’s main point of 
view or purpose in 
creating a document or 
artifact 

What are the political, 
social, and economic 
characteristics of each 
North American Culture? 
How did geography 
influence the 
development of each 
culture? 
How did the North 
American World 
perspective differ from 
that of the Europeans? 
What were the major 
causes and effects of 
European exploration? 
How have the events of 
exploration and 
colonization been 
interpreted through 
history? What are the 
political, economic, and 
social routes of colonial 
settlements in America? 
What role did geography 
play in the settlement? 

   Group work problem solving. 
Essay work. Critical thinking 

Note taking skills. 
Multi-level questioning 
Constructive response 

questions Problem solving 
Map work 

Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizational Skills 

Study Skills 
                           Test taking skills 
                                       Field trips 
                           Student surveys 
                        Analysis of videos 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

3 - The 13 English 
Colonies. 
 

November 

 
Std 1  
 

How did settlers adapt 
to the new 
environment? 

Critical Thinking 
Essay writing 
Topic Sentences 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
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Use a variety of sources 
to study the historic and 
contemporary events in 
the United States; 
investigate different 
interpretations of the 
events and identify 
circumstances of the 
time and place that 
influenced the authors’ 
perspectives 
 
Std 1 
 
Explain the importance 
of different inventions 
and scientific and 
technological 
innovations in 
agriculture and industry, 
describing how these 
inventions and 
innovations resulted in 
improved production of 
certain products 
 
 
 Std 1 
 
 Research major events 
and themes from New 
York State and united 
States history(ex 

How did colonial life 
evolve? 
What kinds of economic 
systems were created to 
answer the three basic 
economic questions: 
What goods and services 
will be produced? How 
will they be produced? 
For whom shall they be 
produced? 
What kinds of social 
systems were created to 
satisfy religious and 
cultural needs? 

Map skills 
Essential questions 
Cooperative learning 
Time line and graphing skills 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizational Skills 
Study Skills 

NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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American revolution) to 
develop and test 
hypotheses and develop 
conclusions about the 
roles played by 
individuals and groups 
 

4 - The Road to 
Revolution 
The American 
Revolution 

December 
 

Std 1 
 
After reading about 
ordinary people in 
historical time periods 
such as a Revolutionary 
War Soldier write a short 
story or diary account 
explaining how this 
individual fought to 
support democratic 
values and beliefs 
 
Std 1 
 
Compare several 
historical accounts of the 
same event in New York 
State or United States 
History and contrast the 
different facts included 
or omitted from each 
author and determine 
the different authors 
view points 
 

What are the political, 
economic, and social 
causes of the American 
revolution? 
How did public opinion 
evolve in regard to the 
movement for 
independence? 
How did colonial protest 
against Britain escalate? 
What specific British 
policies galvanized 
public opinion in the 
colonies? 
 What political systems 
were set up in the 
colonies? 
How did the American 
revolution parallel the 
movement toward self-
government? 
What were the major 
documents of the 
American revolution and 
how were they 
produced? 

Map Skills 
Essay writing 
Essay blocking 
Critical thinking 
Time line reading 
Group work Designing political 
cartoons 
Major ideas in a passage 
Note taking skills 
Constructive response 
questions Scaffolding 
Vocabulary 
DBQ essays 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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Std 1 
 
Use a variety of sources 
to study important 
turning points from 
different perspectives 
and to identify points of 
view of people involved. 
Ex. European settlement 
and its impact of disease 
on the Native American 
Indian population, 
writing the declaration 
of Independence and the 
United States 
Constitution, 

What was the military 
course of the 
Revolutionary War? 
What role did leadership 
commitment, and luck 
play in the American 
victory over the British? 
What political, economic 
and social issues brought 
people together against 
the British? 
How did the Revolution 
change people’s lives? 
How have these political, 
social, and economic 
changes been 
interpreted by different 
analysts? 
Was the American 
Revolution a 
“revolution” for all 
participants? Why or 
Why not? 

5 - Creating a New 
Republic 
The New 
Government 
begins. 
The New York 
Constitution 
The United States 
Constitution 

January 
 

Std 1 
 
Explain the ideas 
embodied in The 
declaration of 
Independence, the 
United States 
constitution, and the 
New York Constitution, 
and show how these 

What is a government? 
How did the first United 
States government 
operate? 
How did the New York 
State Constitution reflect 
the principles embodied 
in the Declaration of 
Independence? 

Map Skills 
Essay writing 
Essay blocking 
Critical thinking 
Time line reading 
Group work Designing political 
cartoons 
Major ideas in a passage 
Note taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
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documents express the 
fundamental and 
enduring ideas and 
beliefs 
 
Std 5 
 
Using computer data 
base or the public 
library, locate 
constitutions from other 
nations and compare the 
rights provided by these 
constitutions with those 
found in the Bill of 
Rights and other 
Amendments of the 
United States  
Constitution 
 
Std 5 
 
Discuss reasons why all 
citizens should be 
concerned with issues 
that relate to people in 
other countries 
 
Std 5 
 
Identify and explain how 
men and women, 
through their lives, 

How are the New York 
State Constitution and 
the United States 
Constitution alike? 
How are they different? 
Why was the new 
Constitution necessary? 
How does the 
Constitution embody the 
principles of the 
Declaration of 
Independence? 
How do federalism and 
the separation of powers 
promote those principles 
in the Constitution? 

Constructive response 
questions Scaffolding 
Vocabulary 
DBQ essays 

Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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writings, and work 
helped to strengthen 
democracy in the United 
States and throughout 
the world 
 
Std 5 
 
Discuss and explore 
governance and 
citizenship, focusing on 
why and how people 
make and change rules 
and  
Laws 
 
 Std 5 
 
Create a list of basic civic 
values and explore how 
these values are 
reflected in key United 
States Court decisions 
 
Std 5 
 
Explore laws dealing 
with the rights and 
responsibilities of young 
people to determine the 
underlying values on 
which these young 
people’s rights are based 
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Std 5 
 
Examine core values 
supporting our system of 
justice and compare 
these values to those of 
other nations 
 
Std 5 
 
Consider examples from 
the history of the United 
States which show the 
changing nature of 
federalism, separation of 
power, protection of 
individual rights, and the 
amendment process 
 
Std 5 
 
Analyze an excerpt 
written by Alexander 
Hamilton, John Jay, or 
James Madison dealing 
with federalism. Explain 
the position of each 
taken. 
 
Std 5 
 
Analyze a key Supreme 
Court cases to determine 
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how they embody 
constitutional values; 
apply these values to 
real life situations 
 
Std 5 
 
Define the concepts of 
rights and 
responsibilities of 
citizens. 
 
Std 5 
 
Investigate the ways a 
person can become a 
citizen and the ways in 
which the rights of 
citizenship can be lost. 
 
Std 5 
 
Examine the role of the 
average citizen in critical 
American events, such as 
the American 
Revolution, political 
campaigns, etc. 
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Std 5 
 
Describe how citizens 
can participate in 
governmental decisions 
and how they can 
monitor and influence 
their actions and 
policies. 
 
Std 2 
 
Read historical 
narratives, biographies, 
literature, diaries and 
letters to learn about the 
important 
accomplishments and 
roles played by 
individuals and groups 
throughout history 
 
Std 2 
 
Write diary accounts, 
journal entries, letters 
and news accounts from 
the point of view of a 
young person living 
during a particular 
period of time in 
American History or 
World History, 
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Focusing on an 
important historical, 
political, economic, or 
religious event or 
accomplishment 
 
Std 2 
 
Study the historical 
writings of important 
figures in world history 
to learn about their 
goals, motivations, 
intentions, influences, 
and strengths and 
weaknesses 

6 - The New York 
Constitution 
The United States 
Constitution 
The New 
Government Begins 

February 
 

Std 1 
 
Explain the ideas 
embodied in The 
declaration of 
Independence, the 
United States 
constitution, and the 
New York Constitution, 
and show how these 
documents express the 
fundamental and 
enduring ideas and 
beliefs 
 
Std 5 
 

What political, 
economic, and social 
issues did the new 
nation confront under 
the Constitution? 
How did perspectives 
differ on the new 
nation’s viability under 
the Constitution? 

Map Skills 
Essay writing 
Essay blocking 
Critical thinking 
Time line reading 
Group work Designing political 
cartoons 
Major ideas in a passage 
Note taking skills 
Constructive response 
questions Scaffolding 
Vocabulary 
DBQ essays 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
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Using computer data 
base or the public 
library, locate 
constitutions from other 
nations and compare the 
rights provided by these 
constitutions with those 
found in the Bill of 
Rights and other 
Amendments of the 
United States  
Constitution 
 
Std 5 
 
Discuss reasons why all 
citizens should be 
concerned with issues 
that relate to people in 
other countries 
 
Std 5 
 
Identify and explain how 
men and women, 
through their lives, 
writings, and work 
helped to strengthen 
democracy in the United 
States and throughout 
the world 
 
 

Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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Std 5 
 
Discuss and explore 
governance and 
citizenship, focusing on 
why and how people 
make and change rules 
and  
Laws 
 
Std 5 
 
Create a list of basic civic 
values and explore how 
these values are 
reflected in key United 
States Court decisions 
 
Std 5 
 
Explore laws dealing 
with the rights and 
responsibilities of young 
people to determine the 
underlying values on 
which these young 
people’s rights are based 
 
Std 5 
 
Examine core values 
supporting our system of 
justice and compare 
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these values to those of 
other nations 
 
Std 5 
 
Consider examples from 
the history of the United 
States which show the 
changing nature of 
federalism, separation of 
power, protection of 
individual rights, and the 
amendment process 
 
Std 5 
 
Analyze an excerpt 
written by Alexander 
Hamilton, John Jay, or 
James Madison dealing 
with federalism. Explain 
the position of each 
taken. 
 
Std 5 
 
Analyze a key Supreme 
Court cases to determine 
how they embody 
constitutional values; 
apply these values to 
real life situations 
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Std 5 
 
Define the concepts of 
rights and 
responsibilities of 
citizens. 
 
Std 5 
 
Investigate the ways a 
person can become a 
citizen and the ways in 
which the rights of 
citizenship can be lost. 
 
Std 5 
 
Examine the role of the 
average citizen in critical 
American events, such as 
the American 
Revolution, political 
campaigns, etc. 
 
 
Std 5 
 
Describe how citizens 
can participate in 
governmental decisions 
and how they can 
monitor and influence 
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their actions and 
policies. 
 
Std 2 
 
Read historical 
narratives, biographies, 
literature, diaries and 
letters to learn about the 
important 
accomplishments and 
roles played by 
individuals and groups 
throughout history 
 
Std 2 
 
Write diary accounts, 
journal entries, letters 
and news accounts from 
the point of view of a 
young person living 
during a particular 
period of time in 
American History or 
World History, 
Focusing on an 
important historical, 
political, economic, or 
religious event or 
accomplishment 
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Std 2 
 
Study the historical 
writings of important 
figures in world history 
to learn about their 
goals, motivations, 
intentions, influences, 
and strengths and 
weaknesses 

7 - The Jefferson Era 
Years of  Growth 
and Expansion 

March Std 1 
 
Describe how massive 
immigration, forced 
migration, changing 
roles for women, and 
internal migration led to 
new social patterns and 
conflicts; and identify 
ideas of national unity 
that developed amidst 
growing cultural 
diversity 

What qualities make an 
effective leader?  
How did culture and 
social institutions impact 
the development of 
early American 
governments of the 
U.S.?  
How did conflicts arise 
during the development 
of early governments 
and how were they 
resolved? 
How did economic issues 
impact the development 
of early institutions in 
the development of the 
U.S.?  
What role did Geography 
play in the early 

Group work 
Cooperative Learning 
Problem Solving 
Essential questions 
Critical thinking 
Essay writing 
Map reading 
Picking out major ideas 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizing materials 
Study skills 
Test taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
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development of our 
country? 
 

Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 

8 - The Jackson Era 
From Sea to Shining 
Sea 
The World of North 
and South 

April Std 1 
 
Use primary source 
documents to examine 
differing points of view 
on Jackson’s policies. 
Make cartoons to show 
differing viewpoints. 
Evaluate Jackson as a 
President, using his 
actions as a basis. 
Write a journal as a 
Cherokee boy or girl 
traveling the Trail of 
Tears.  
 
Std 5 
 
Teachers may examine 
the irony of Jacksonian 
democracy that 
extended suffrage while 
supporting Indian 
removal. Students 
should have the 
opportunity to explore 
interactions between 
Native American Indians 

What was Jackson’s 
Democracy? 
How did Jackson’s 
policies affect the 
political, economic, and 
social life of the nation? 
How was Jackson viewed 
by different groups of 
people? 

Group work 
Cooperative Learning 
Problem Solving 
Essential questions 
Critical thinking 
Essay writing 
Map reading 
Picking out major ideas 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizing materials 
Study skills 
Test taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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and European Americans 
on the American frontier 
and to examine these 
interactions from a 
variety of perspectives. 

9 - Life in Industrial 
North 
Life in the South 
A Reforming Age 
The Road to Civil 
War 

May Std 1 
 
Use local resources for 
primary and secondary 
sources—statistics, 
documents, artwork 
from the time—to create 
a portrait of life in 1800. 
Produce a case study of 
the Erie Canal and 
compare it with a canal 
or roadway in your local 
area. Show the 
interaction of social and 
economic changes, e.g., 
education, temperance, 
women’s rights. 
 
Std 3 
 
Study the abolition 
movement and 
map the major stations 
on the underground 
railroad. Examine the 
literature and art of the 
time and how it reflects 
American life, e.g., 

How did social and 
economic life change as 
the United States began 
to move from an 
agrarian to an industrial 
society? 
How did geographic 
factors contribute to this 
change? 
How did statistics 
support historians as 
they research an era? 
What political, social, 
and economic factors 
caused the Civil War? 
What were the 
conflicting perspectives 
on slavery? 
What kind of nation did 
the founding fathers 
create? 
What is to be done with 
the institution of 
slavery? 
Must sectionalism 
ultimately lead to 
disunion? 

Group work 
Cooperative Learning 
Problem Solving 
Essential questions 
Critical thinking 
Essay writing 
Map reading 
Picking out major ideas 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizing materials 
Study skills 
Test taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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writings of James 
Fenimore Cooper, 
Washington Irving, 
Herman Melville, 
and Henry David 
Thoreau and art of the 
Hudson River School. 
Map sectional 
differences in 1860. 
Show political, 
economic, and social 
differences. 

10 - Essay work 
Review 
Catch Up 
Final 

June Std 1 
 
History of the United 
States and New York 
Students will use a 
variety of intellectual 
skills to demonstrate 
their understanding of 
major ideas, eras, 
themes, developments, 
and turning points in the 
history of the United 
States and New York. 

Is America a land of 
opportunity? 
Did geography greatly 
affect the development 
of colonial America? 
Would you have 
migrated to Colonial 
America? When is 
migration a good move? 
Has Puritanism shaped 
American values? 
Was colonial America a 
democratic society? 
To what extent was 
colonial America a land 
of [choose one: 
opportunity, liberty, 
ordeal, and/or 
oppression]? 
Did Great Britain lose 
more than it gained from 

Review skills 
Group work 
Cooperative Learning 
Problem Solving 
Essential questions 
Critical thinking 
Essay writing 
Map reading 
Picking out major ideas 
Social Studies vocabulary 
Organizing materials 
Study skills 
Test taking skills 

Pen & paper tests 
Projects 
Political cartoons 
NYS Exam Grade 8 
Individual quizzes 
Group projects 
Student self-assessments 
Group oral presentations 
Individual oral presentations 
Class games 
Construction of games 
Rubrics 
Making charts, graphs, time 
lines 
Mobiles 
Collages 
Constructive Response 
questions. 
Writing essay topic 
sentences. 
Writing paragraph essays 
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its victory in the French 
and Indian War? 
Were the colonists 
justified in resisting 
British policies after the 
French and Indian War? 
Was the American War 
for Independence 
[choose one: a revolt 
against taxes, 
inevitable]? 
Would you have been a 
revolutionary in 
1776?Did the 
Declaration of 
Independence establish 
the foundation of 
American government? 
Was the American 
Revolution a “radical” 
revolution? 
Did the Articles of 
Confederation provide 
the United States with 
an effective 
government? 
Could the Constitution 
be written without 
compromise? 
Does our state 
government or our 
federal government 

Mapping 
Making post cards 
Letter writing Analysis of 
Primary Sources 
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have a greater impact on 
our lives? 
Does the system of 
checks and balances 
provide our nation with 
an effective and efficient 
government? Do 
separation of powers 
and checks and balances 
make our government 
work too slowly? 
Is a strong federal 
system the most 
effective government for 
the United States? 
Is the Constitution a 
living document? 
Was George 
Washington’s leadership 
“indispensable” in 
successfully launching 
the new federal 
government? 
What spurred the 
debate over national 
debt? 
How did Hamilton and 
Jefferson’s ideas differ? 
How did political parties 
evolve? 
Should the United States 
seek alliances with other 
nations? 
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Should the political 
opposition have the 
right to criticize a 
president’s foreign 
policy? 
Is the suppression of 
public opinion during 
times of crisis ever 
justified? 
Is economic coercion an 
effective method of 
achieving our national 
interest in world affairs? 
Should the United States 
fight to preserve the 
right of its citizens to 
travel and trade 
overseas? 
How has war related to 
national prosperity? 
Was the Monroe 
Doctrine a policy of 
expansion or self-
defense?  
Was the Monroe 
Doctrine a “disguise” for 
American imperialism? 
Should the presidents’ 
appointees to the 
Supreme Court reflect 
the presidents’ policies? 
Did the Supreme Court 
under John Marshall give 
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too much power to the 
federal government (at 
the expense of the 
states)? 
Does an increase in the 
number of voters make a 
country more 
democratic? 
How did the United 
States deal with the 
issue of Indian tribal 
sovereignty? 
Does a geographic 
minority have the right 
to ignore the laws of a 
national majority? 
Was the Age of Jackson 
an age of democracy? 
Should the states have 
the right to ignore the 
laws of the national 
government? 
Does the United States 
have a mission to 
expand freedom and 
democracy? 
To what extent were 
railroads the “engine” 
for economic growth and 
national unity in the 
United States during the 
nineteenth century? 
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How have reformers had 
a significant impact on 
the problems of 
American society? 
Were abolitionist’s 
responsible reformers or 
irresponsible agitators? 
Was slavery the primary 
cause of the Civil War? 
Was the Civil War 
inevitable? 
Does Abraham Lincoln 
deserve to be called the 
“Great Emancipator”? 
To what extent did the 
rhetoric of Abraham 
Lincoln expand the 
concept of American 
democracy and 
freedom? 
Was the Civil War worth 
its costs? 
 

 


