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Unit Name Time Frame NYS/Common Core 
Learning Standards 

Essential Question Skills Taught Assessment(s) 

Literary Elements 
Review 

~ 7 Days - 9-10R5 
- 9-10R6 
- 9-10SL1 

- What techniques do 
authors use to 
effectively 
communicate with 
their readers? 

- Understanding of the most 
fundamental literary 
elements that will be 
discussed throughout the 
year 

Summative Exam, identifying 
terms and definitions 

To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

~ 40 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 
- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 
- 9-10L5 

- Why does injustice 
exist? 

- Where does one learn 
attitudes toward 
others?  Can attitudes 
change? 

- How does language 
influence our 
perceptions, and 
create stereotypes? 
How does language 
both liberate us and 
also confine us? 

- What is courage?  
- How do writers use 

metaphors to convey 
messages about 
justice, equality and 
courage? 

 

Thematic Content: Injustice, 
Coming-Of-Age, the nature of 
Good and Evil, Taking a Stand 
- Establish good reading 

habits and teach the use of 
close reading strategies 

- Practice responding to text 
based questions and 
providing evidence based 
claims 

- Explore the themes relating 
to injustice, intolerance, and 
prejudice in America 

- Analyze the author’s use of 
literary elements, especially 
characterization 

- Consider how the novel fits 
within the “coming of age” 
standard 

Summative Exam; parallel 
essay task to Part III of 
Regents Exam 

The Outsiders ~ 25 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10R5 
- 9-10R6 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 

- How does conflict 
affect a person’s 
personal 
development? 

- What defines a hero? 

Thematic Content: Coming-of-
Age, Social Conflict (rich vs. 
poor), Fairness, Idealism, Love 
- Understanding of 

bildungsroman 
- Analyze the development of 

a dynamic character 

Summative Exam with parallel 
tasks to Parts II and III of 
Regents Exam  
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- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 
- 9-10L5 

- Explore the use of 
symbolism to convey the 
development of a 
bildungsroman  

Midterm Review ~ 15 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R6 

- How do literary 
elements such as 
foreshadowing and 
irony create an 
effective and 
suspenseful story? 

- Exhibit understanding of the 
skills developed over the 
first half of the year 

- Use the text of a short story 
(Shirley Jackson’s “The 
Lottery”) to analyze the 
author’s use of literary 
elements 

Midterm Exam with multiple 
choice questions on literary 
elements, parallel writing task 
to the Regents exam 

Romeo and Juliet ~ 40 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 
- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 
- 9-10L5 

- How does conflict 
change our lives? 

- What does Love 
mean? 

- Why do people act the 
way they do? Nature, 
Nurture, or Fate? 

 

Thematic Content: Love, Fate, 
Social clash, Love as a source of 
violence 
- Read closely for details 
- Collect evidence from texts 

to support analysis 
- Analyze word choice, 

figurative language, 
thematic elements, and use 
of elements like irony, to 
determine how Shakespeare 
developed the characters of 
Romeo and Juliet over the 
course of the text 

Summative Exam, parallel task 
to the Regents Exam 

Speak ~ 15 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 
- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 

- How does our past 
influence who we are? 

- How does language 
affect our attraction to 
a book? 

Thematic Content: Social 
Acceptance, Self-Esteem, 
Taking a stand 
- Close character analysis 
- Understanding of how a 

narrator’s tone of voice 
affects a reader’s 
understanding of character 

Summative Exam 
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- 9-10L5 - Analyze how figurative 
language helps develop a 
text 

Of Mice and Men ~ 15 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 
- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 
- 9-10L5 

- How do authors 
incorporate 
naturalism into their 
writing? 

- Is euthanasia ever 
justified? 

- How is the American 
Dream defined and 
achieved? 

Thematic Content: Prejudice 
(racial, elderly, mentally 
handicapped), Morality, 
Loyalty, Predatory Nature of 
Human Beings, American 
Dream 
- Analyze the author’s use of 

imagery 
- Explore themes related to 

prejudice, morality, the 
American Dream 

- Understand how the author 
achieves character 
development 

Summative Exam, parallel task 
to the Regents Exam 
(argument) 

Argument ~ 10 Days - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R8 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10W2b, c 
- 9-10W5 

- How is an effective 
argument crafted and 
executed? 

Thematic Content: Varies 
- Utilizing a previous Regents 

task, compose a well-written 
argument 

Parallel task to the Regents 
Exam (argument) 

Independent 
Marking Period 
Projects 

Continuous - 9-10R1 
- 9-10R2 
- 9-10R3 
- 9-10R4 
- 9-10W1a-f 
- 9-10SL1a-d 
- 9-10SL4 
- 9-10L3 
- 9-10L4 
- 9-10L5 

- How do authors utilize 
various writing 
strategies to establish 
a central idea? 

Thematic Content: Varies 
- Analyze the author’s use of a 

variety of literary elements 
to determine a central idea 

- Practice utilizing a variety of 
tools, such as annotation, to 
work on comprehension 
skills. 

 

Three part assessment: 
annotation of short story, 
respond to four high-level 
analysis questions using 
evidence from text, and 
compose a Part III Regents 
parallel task 

 


