
March 15, 2021 

Special Board Meeting 

The Schaller-Crestland Board of Education, along with Galva-Holstein Board of Education, met in special 

session on March 15, 2021 in the auditorium of the Galva-Holstein School. The following board 

members were present: Christy Horan, Kory Blum, Tim DeLance, and Alan Movall. Others present: Supt. 

Wiebers, Brd. Sec’ry Wandrey, and various members of the Holstein, Galva, Schaller, Early and Nemaha 

communities. Absent: Mike Schmitt  

Call to order: 7:01 pm by President Christy Horan. 

Motion by DeLance, second by Movall to approve the agenda as posted. Motion carried.  

Galva-Holstein’s board president Jamie Whitmer started the meeting off addressing the boards with the 

purpose of the meeting. He stated that he felt the need for more clarification on the motion the Galva-

Holstein board made at the March 8th board meeting to remove the face mask mandate.  

Supt. Wiebers spoke to the boards in regards to still following the CDC guidelines. The quarantine 

guidelines would still apply. If both students are wearing a mask, then only the positive student would 

be sent home. If neither student was wearing a mask than both students would need to quarantine. 

Each building does have areas where social distancing is available, but some areas are not ideal for 

educational learning. Supt. Wiebers also shared the survey that he sent out to both the Galva-Holstein 

and Schaller-Crestland staff regarding their thoughts on the mask wearing.  

GH Board President Whitmer stated the biggest struggle right now is bussing. Obviously, there isn’t a 

great way to social distance on a bus.  

GH Board member Dave Kistenmacher asked the GH board on more clarification of what the motion of 

last week’s face mask mandate intention was? No masks? And if no masks, then that means the board is 

disregarding what the CDC guidelines have set. GH Board member Matt Wittrock stated that the motion 

made was for no mask wearing what so ever.  

At this time, GH President Whitmer opened the meeting up to the public for comment.  

Kyle Shimmer spoke to the board with his disapproval in wearing of the face masks. He provided some 

research he did in showing that masks cause oxygen reduction and he felt they are useless.  

Jim Walser, high school instructor, spoke about his concern with lifting the face masks and why he feels 

the GH board needs to reconsider their mandate.  

Kyle Chance spoke on why he felt the GH board needed to keep the face masks requirement in effect 

and felt the board needed to look out for not only the students but the staff.  

Aiden DeLance, high school senior, voiced his objection to the mask lift. Stating as a senior they have 

everything to lose in these last few months of school.  

Ben Todd, high school senior, asked the GH board to reconsider their mask mandate decision.  



Liz Stevens, middle school instructor, thanked the SC board for upholding their mask mandate. Stated 

that it gives everyone peace of mind and kids and staff feel safe when everyone is wearing them. She 

said that wearing the face mask is a simple thing to do and we only have 2 months left of school.  

Jamie Blum asked the GH board to keep the face mask mandate in place until the end of the year.  

Shannon Tesch, GH instructor, state that keeping the kids in school is what matters. If wearing the face 

mask is what keeps the kids in school than that’s the best route we should take.  

Dale Tokheim, high school instructor, spoke in favor of reinstating the face masks. Dale stated that this is 

a once in a life time pandemic, we don’t know if the face masks work or not, but why make a change 

now if what the district is doing is working. He feels that the school is not a place to make a political 

statement. The staff love the students and we all want them here.  

Dale Friedrichsen spoke to the GH board about spreading kids out and use the resources the districts has 

purchased.  

Krystal Phillips suggested that the GH board use a bright line approach to face masks. With two months 

left, do what will keep the kids in school.  

With no further comments from the public the Galva Holstein board member Don Kalin made a motion 

to return to the mask mandate that was put in place that the beginning of the school year. Galva 

Holstein board member Dave Kistenmacher seconded this motion. The motion carried 5-2.  

The Schaller-Crestland board members did not make a motion on the mask mandate for the Schaller-

Crestland district as they kept it in place at the March 8th board meeting. The members did all agree that 

they want to do what’s best for all the students and staff. 

With nothing further to discuss, President Horan adjourned the meeting at 8:03 pm.  

  


