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A Message from the Superintendent 

Budget Deficits Continue to Challenge District Leaders, MAISD Special Education Millage Election Nears 
and the New Michigan Merit Exam (MME) Drives High School Restructuring Efforts

improvement needs, solutions to operating budget
shortfalls lie primarily with legislators in Lansing.
The Board of Education will begin the lengthy
process of establishing next year’s general operating
budget this month. A final budget will be adopted in
June, after the budget picture is more complete.
I invite all residents to attend monthly school board
meetings to offer input into this budget process.
Your attendance allows you to stay abreast of other
important district news and developments as well.
Don’t forget, you can always visit the district’s 
website at www.monashores.net to read minutes of
school board meetings on-line, while sitting in the
comfort of your easy chair at home.

In spite of the serious budget challenges facing the
school district, please be assured that the Mona
Shores Board of Education and other school leaders
will do their very best to meet the ever-changing 
educational needs of our students. This is clearly a
commitment shared by all!

Special Education Millage Proposal:
With little help expected from Lansing in the near
future, local school leaders across the State are 
stepping up to promote area-wide millages to fend off
local district budget shortages. Here in Muskegon
County school leaders are asking residents to support
a 1 mill increase in the Special Education Levy
assessed by the Muskegon Area Intermediate 
School District (MAISD). This millage increase will
generate about $700,000 in additional revenue for
Mona Shores next year. These revenues will prevent
$700,000 in budget cuts that will surely result if this
February 27th MAISD-wide millage proposal fails.
You will receive more information about this 
important millage election in the weeks ahead, but
questions about this matter can be directed to my
attention by telephone at (231) 780-4751, extension
8205, or by e-mail at babbittt@monashores.net at any
time. I look forward to hearing from you.

Michigan Merit Exam (MME):
All Michigan school districts are currently revising

their high school graduation requirements, curriculum
offerings, and testing practices. This comes as a result
of recent Michigan legislative changes and actions by
the Michigan State Board of Education. Top on the
list of changes is the emergence of a new Michigan
Merit Exam (MME) for high school juniors. This
new exam replaces the old MEAP Test given to 11th
graders in the past. The MME is a much more 
comprehensive assessment than the old MEAP Test.
The well-known and nationally respected ACT 
college entrance exam is a part of the new merit
exam. The MME also includes a number of other
content area tests developed by the Michigan 
Department of Education. The comprehensive 
nature of this new exam will require high schools to
set aside a three-day testing period in March of each
year to administer it. Questions about this new
MME can be directed to High School Principal 
Dennis Vanderstelt.

New State graduation requirements for students are
also driving plans to pilot a new daily schedule for
high school students and staff, next fall. Plans for 
utilizing a new trimester schedule next year versus the
age-old semester schedule are well under way. Here
again, questions about this initiative can be directed 
to High School Principal Dennis Vanderstelt at 
(231) 780-4711. Your input is invited and your
inquiries are welcome.

In closing, please accept my invitation to stop by and
visit your schools when you get a chance. Doing so
allows you to witness first-hand the tremendous 
classroom successes that go on throughout the school
district each day!  Hope to see you soon!  

Have a terrific start to the New Year everyone!  

Respectfully,

Terry L. Babbitt
Superintendent of Schools
(231) 780-4751, extension 8205
E-mail: babbittt@monashores.net

On November 11th, the Mona Shores Marching
Band traveled to Annapolis, Maryland to compete in
the United States Scholastic Band Association’s
National Marching Band Championships. Mona
Shores was crowned Division 5 National Champion,
scoring a 95.8 and winning the awards for Best
Music, Best Marching and Best General Effect. The
band returned on Sunday November 12th to a hero’s
welcome with police and fire truck escorts, signs,
banners, and hundreds of parents and high school
faculty members in attendance. School Board 
President, Kay Olthoff, addressed the students and
congratulated them on a job well done.

In addition to the competition, the sailor band spent
time in Washington D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland.
The band met with representatives from the 
“President’s Own” United States Marine Band and
toured the rehearsal facility built in honor of the great
John Philip Sousa. The band also toured several of
the monuments and museums in our nation’s capitol.
Students also attended a performance of the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at Meyerhoff 
Auditorium in downtown Baltimore. For more 
information regarding the Mona Shores Marching
Band, please contact Jason Boyden, Band Director at
(231) 780-4711, extension 8328 or by email at 
boydenj@monashores.net.

Happy New Year everyone!  I hope you and your
family had a wonderful holiday season; one filled
with fun and excitement … especially for your 
children and grandchildren. The pace of the 
holidays is always hectic with all the hustle and 
bustle of the season, and tons of shopping and 
decorating to do. However, the holidays are a still a
great time to connect with extended family and 
distant friends. Most of us look forward to our 
traditional family get-togethers and long overdue
dinners with friends at this time of year. It’s hard to
top the cheery holiday music and hopeful holiday
spirit that fills the air. The holiday season is simply
an upbeat time of the year when everyone shares
positive attitudes about the New Year ahead.
I certainly hope you have a wonderful 2007!

Budget Update:
Public schools in Michigan continue to struggle with
budget deficits. After years of using local district
savings to avoid painful program reductions, Boards
of Education all across the State are now facing the
prospect of finally having to make deep budget cuts.
The main culprit … rising annual expenditures that
are dramatically outpacing state revenue increases.
While some districts are being helped by strong
community growth, others like Mona Shores are
faced with ever-mounting budget pressures as a
result of declining student enrollment. Please 
recognize I know this budget update sounds like a
broken record. No one likes to hear gloomy news.
But the story needs to be told, and it needs to be
shared openly, honestly, and often. In fact, the 
following passage is a direct quote from my 
Superintendent Message of a year ago:

While district expectations remain high for the
future, our challenge of doing more with less still
remains. Like all school districts in Michigan,
Mona Shores is facing serious budget problems.
Left unchecked, these budget problems will 
ultimately result in continuing program reductions.
While generous community support has allowed 
the school district to address pressing capital
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8th Grade High School Visitation
The High School has invited the Class of 2011 (the current 8th grade) to 
visit the building on Wednesday, March 7, 2007. Both the High School staff 
and students are planning specific activities and presentations. The visitation is
one of multiple activities provided to ease student transition between the two
buildings.

Additional information will be mailed to you from the Middle School. For 
questions, comments, or concerns, please contact Rick Kesteloot, the Middle
School Counselor, at (231) 759-8506, extension 8594 or email him at
kestelor@monashores.net.

8th Grade Students Prepare For High School
Your student’s first day of High School is right around the corner and will be here
sooner than you think. Your 8th grader will have many important decisions to
make regarding the high school curriculum. Educational Development Plans,
Four Year Plans, and placement testing will keep your 8th grader busy during the
winter months.

Want a glimpse of what’s in store for your future high school student?  Both you
and your student are invited to attend the 8th Grade Parent Night in the High
School Auditorium on Monday, March 5, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. If your student took
one or more placement tests, please plan to arrive by 6:50 p.m. in order to have
sufficient time to collect your student’s class placement(s) results.

Parent night is an opportune time to have your questions answered and will assist
you and your student in making the smooth transition from Middle School to
High School.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Rick Kesteloot, Middle School
Guidance Counselor at (231) 759-8506, extension 8594 or email him at
kestelor@monashores.net 

HIGH SCHOOL
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Sailor Athletic News
A Message From Athletic Director
Walt Gawkowski

We recently concluded yet another fall sports season.
Congratulations to all of our coaches and athletes for a job well
done. I personally, am extremely proud of the effort and 

commitment they demonstrated. I am also pleased to announce that 16 of our 
athletes received First Team OK Green Conference recognition. Another eight
athletes were recognized as honorable mention selections in their respective sports.
This was just reward for their many hours of hard work and dedication. Most
importantly, our student-athletes continue to exhibit outstanding character,
teamwork, and sportsmanship. Once again, they proved themselves to be among
our greatest ambassadors.

Head Football Coach Ken Rose and his staff have recently closed
the door on yet another football season. The Sailors finished the
2006 campaign with a record of 4-5. Only a couple of very 
tough losses kept the Sailors from making their first ever playoff
appearance. It should be noted that among our nine opponents,
four of them played for a MHSAA State Championship on 
Thanksgiving weekend. With a solid core of players back and 
continued commitment from players and coaches alike the 2007 
season looks to be bright indeed. I would be remiss if I did not also 
congratulate the fine job turned in by Head Coaches Kristia
Whitaker and Tanya Ramm and all of our sideline cheerleaders.
This was one of the largest groups ever assembled and once again
their performance was simply outstanding.

Jennifer Bustard’s Girl’s Basketball Team played their way to third
place finish in the OK Green Conference with a regular season
record of 14-6. The girls went 2-1 in the post-season playing 
themselves into the MHSAA District Final where they fell to the
Grand Haven Buccaneers in heartbreaking fashion 47-46.

The Boy’s and Girl’s Cross-Country Teams under the direction of
John Swinburne and Beth Vriesma continue to grow. The boy’s 
team raced to a second place finish in the OK Green Conferences’
regular season but won the all-important conference meet. The boys
finished sixth in the MHSAA Regional with Jesse Robbins being
our lone state qualifier. The girl’s team finished fourth in the OK
Green Conference with a dual meet record of 3-3 and sped to a
thirteenth place finish at the MHSAA Regional.

The Boy’s Golf Team under the direction of Tom Wilson once again
dominated OK Green Conference play with an 11-1 dual meet
record. Our team also won both the pre-season and post-season OK
Green Conference Tournaments as well as the Greater Muskegon
Athletic Association Tournament.

First year mentor Leah Feenstra coached the Girl’s Tennis Team.
Under Leah’s guidance, the girls finished in fourth place in the OK
Green Conference. A highlight of the season was their first place
finish in the first annual Mona Shores Tennis Invitational.

The Boy’s Soccer Team under the leadership of Jeremy Leffring 
finished third in the always-competitive OK Green Conference.
Despite a disappointing loss in the MHSAA District Semi-Final,
the 2006 Sailor Soccer team provided us with many exciting
moments.

Our Swimming and Diving team is part of a cooperative program
comprised of student-athletes from both Mona Shores and
Muskegon High Schools. Despite not having any state qualifiers, the
establishment of many new individual records marked their season.

In addition, to many great performances by our athletic teams, we had many 
individual honors awarded as well. Below you will find a list of our athletes who
were recognized as All-Conference in their respective sports:

Soccer Golf Football
Erik McPherson Robby McNiff Lawrence Kimble
Zack Tejchma Joe Adcox Johnny Childers
Adil Xhemali Dan Balgooyen Clinton Harris
Tommy Cook (HM) Brian Dutmers (HM) David Spears (HM)
Tucker Stewart (HM) Chris Mattson (HM)

Seth Duvall (HM)

Cross-Country Tennis Basketball
Jesse Robbins Lauren Skinner Marie Roof
Tom Olsen Emily Larson Allison Wolffis
John Puisis Kristen DeBruyn (HM)
Desmond Korlean-Burley (HM)

HM=Honorable Mention

I also wish to congratulate Marni Achterhoff and Nick Davros for being selected
as the Scholar-Athletes for the month of October and Kayla Barkett and Russ
Amidon who were selected for the month of November. You can read more about
these four outstanding student-athletes on the Athletic Department website.

Of particular news to families, please be aware that for the first time the Michigan
High School Athletic Association has instituted a  “summer dead period.”
Beginning with the summer of 2007, member schools are required to designate a
minimum of seven consecutive calendar days during the summer when school is
not in session as a dead period. During this time coaches may not provide 
coaching instruction to any students from the district in which they coach. In
addition, “open gyms”, conditioning programs, and weight training are not 
permitted on school premises nor may they be sponsored by the school at other
facilities. This is essentially a “hands off “ period for all coaches and athletes.
The dead period does not apply to non-school organized baseball and softball
practices or competitions that are regularly scheduled throughout the summer.
By mutual adoption the OK Conference has decided to create a uniform dead
period for all of its members. That dead period will be from July 1 – July 7, 2007.
This information may be of particular interest for those of you who may already 
be planning family vacations for next summer.

I hope I will see many of you at our athletic events this winter. Winter schedules
are now available in the Athletic Office. There will be many opportunities this
winter to come out and watch our young men and women compete. I know I
speak for them when I say that your support means a great deal.

For more information regarding these and other athletic events, please feel free to
contact Athletic Director Walt Gawkowski at (231) 780-4751, extension 8312 or
by email at gawkowsw@monashores.net.

Adult Education
Mona Shores/Muskegon 

Credit Recovery Program

Mona Shores Adult Education has joined a consortium with
Muskegon Public Schools beginning with this school year. This 
collaborative effort will insure the continuation of quality services
while providing a convenient location for both Districts’ residents.
The program is held at Glenside School, 1213 W. Hackley and
serves students who want to earn a high school diploma or GED.
Additionally, evening tuition classes for credit recovery will also 
be offered. If you would like to register, please call 231-720-2530.
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FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
Financial Aid worksheets and a limited number of 
Financial Aid forms are available in the Counseling Office.
More people are now filing online for the FAFSA at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. It takes less time to file and get results
when you do this online. Last year over 88% of the forms
were done online. Both the dependent student and parent
must apply for a pin number which will serve as an 
electronic signature. This can be done at www.pin.ed.gov.
Keep this in a safe place. It will be used every year that you
apply for financial aid. People filing online will need the
FAFSA worksheet, not the form.

You may call the Financial Aid Office at Baker or
Muskegon Community College and get help for free on
filling out the Financial Aid Form. Beware of people who
want to charge you for this service, or of people who
promise to get you Financial Aid if you pay them to com-
plete your form. When in doubt, call first for advice.

Parent Financial Aid Workshop
On Wednesday, January 17, we will have a Financial Aid
Workshop at 7:00 PM in the high school library. A 
financial aid officer from Muskegon Community College
will be here to go over the Financial Aid process and the
FAFSA worksheet. Any questions that you have 
concerning the form will be discussed.

College Goal Sunday  
(Help With The FAFSA)
For those needing help completing the FAFSA, a 
workshop will be held on Sunday, February 11, 2007 at 2:00
p.m. at Muskegon Community College. Bring your 
family’s completed 2006 tax forms (or W2’s and 1099’s),
social security numbers, driver’s licenses, and 2006 untaxed
income records to complete the form at the workshop.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Counseling Office announces the following 
scholarship application deadlines:

Community Foundation of Muskegon:
Offers a number of scholarships. Most are for seniors going
away to a four-year school. Some are for students going to
a vocational or technical program. They do offer a few
merit-based scholarships worth more money. Last year 17
Mona Shores seniors were selected in this program.
Financial need is a consideration. Deadline: March 1.
The application is now online at the Foundation website,
www.cffmc.org effective January 1. Please note that 
applicants will need to complete the FAFSA by March 1
and list the school they plan to attend so that the 
Financial Aid Officer will have the necessary information 
to complete the Financial Information form by the 
foundation’s deadline.

Frauenthal Scholarship:
$1,000 renewable scholarship. Must be in top 5% after first
semester. Need for financial assistance must be shown.
Deadline: March 31. Applications available after first
semester grades are entered.

MEA Scholarships:
Last year they awarded sixteen $500.00 scholarships based
upon leadership, community service, and academics.
Preference given to children of MEA members.
Deadline: March 5.

Sam Walton Community Scholarship:
$1,000 scholarship. Each Wal-Mart store and 
Sam’s Club can award two scholarships. Logon to
www.walmartfoundation.org for more information.
2.5 GPA. Must document financial need. Not a Wal-Mart
associate. Must access application online.
Deadline: January 12.

Michigan Competitive Scholarships:
Any senior who attained a 23 composite on the ACT is 
eligible for this scholarship. Renewable. Worth up to
$1,300 per year. Must attend a Michigan public college
and show financial need. You must file the FAFSA and it
must be received by February 21. List most expensive
Michigan college first.

Gerber Foundation Merit Scholarship:
$2,000 scholarships in Muskegon County. 3.7 or less GPA
in order to target the average to above average needy 
student. Winners will be selected on basis of overall 
academic record, recommendations, leadership qualities,
and involvement in curricular, extracurricular, and 
community activities. Preference given to those with little
scholarship support. Essay and financial statement
required. Deadline: To Gerber Foundation by  
February 28.

American Legion Scholarships:
American Legion gives a number of $500 scholarships to
children and sometimes grandchildren of Veterans. See
specific information below. For more information about the
American Legion Scholarships visit the websites at
www.michalaux.org and www.michiganlegion.org.

Brewer Scholarship: $500. Child of veteran.
Attend any recognized college. Deadline: January 6 to
District Committeeman.

Guy M. Wilson Scholarship: $500. Child of 
veteran. Attend Michigan college. Deadline: January 6
to District Committeeman.

Auxiliary Memorial Scholarship:
Daughter/granddaughter/great-granddaughter of an 
honorably discharged veteran of war. $500.
Demonstrate need. Deadline: March 15.

Auxiliary Medical Career Scholarship:
$500. Child/grandchild/great-grandchild of an 
honorably discharged veteran of war. Top quarter of
class. Must go to a Michigan college. Planning on a
medical career. Deadline: March 15.

Future Scholarship Notices:
We will receive scholarships for Muskegon Community
College and Baker College in March and April.
When any future notices occur, they will be posted in 
our display case, on our web site, and in the daily
announcements. Seniors will also receive notice via email if
they signed up for this service through the 
Counseling Office.

ACT
Junior Registration: The State of Michigan will pay for all
juniors to take the ACT plus writing test on March 13 
during the school day. The ACT plus writing will be the
first phase of the new Michigan Merit Exam. Juniors will
be able to send their scores to four colleges that they are
considering attending. They should give this some thought
ahead of time because they will be asked to give that 
information during a February registration process here 
at the high school.

ACT Workshop:
Mona Shores Community Services will offer a three-hour
ACT preparation workshop on Saturday, February 24, 2007
to help learn strategies for the ACT and Michigan Merit
Exam. You will see the exact format of the ACT and learn
the types of questions to expect for each section of the test.
This workshop will prepare you to successfully take the test
through pacing, providing information about when and 
how to guess at answers, and practicing through mini-tests.
You will also receive a complete ACT practice test, answer
key and a manual for continued preparation after the class.
Contact Mona Shores Community Services at 
(231) 780-4748 to register or for more information.

Parent Helpline
The Parent Helpline is a program funded through the 
Family Independence Agency. It is a resource available to
Michigan parents who need immediate assistance regarding
parenting issues. Trained crisis workers provide crisis 
intervention, problem solving, information, and referrals to
parents who wish to explore new ways of dealing with the
numerous pressures of being a parent. Calls to the 
Helpline are free, anonymous, and confidential. The toll
free number is 1-800-942-4357, and it is open 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.

Spring and Summer 
Openings Still Available
Students interested in taking Driver’s 
Education may pick up an application at the
Community Services Office, located in 
Room 8 of the Administration Building at 3374
McCracken Street.

Segment I consists of 24 hours of classroom
instruction and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving
instruction. Students must be a minimum of 14
years, 8 months by the first class to be eligible to
take Segment I. Classes will be offered in
April/May and June/July. Space is limited and
remaining openings will be filled on a first come,
first served basis. School reserves the right to cancel
a class with insufficient enrollment. To register,
please provide the following:

• Completed Application, Emergency Card,
Contract & Current Grade Report

• Certified Copy of birth certificate
• Non-refundable $25.00 deposit (balance of $285

due 30 days before class begins)  
• Proof of a Vision Exam 

(from your own health provider)

Limited openings are available for Segment II in
January, March and May.

Segment II consists of 6 hours of classroom
instruction. Students must possess their Level I
License for a minimum of 90 days and complete 30
hours of driving (2 hours at night) to be eligible to
take Segment II. Students must be present in all
three 2-hour class sessions and pass final exam to
receive their certificate (no make-ups). The cost for
Segment II is $30.00. A $10 processing fee will be
applied to any cancellations received before the first
day of class. Once class begins, no refunds will be
issued.

Additional information is available on our website at
www.monashores.net, under Community Services, or
you may reach us by telephone at (231) 780-4748.

Driver’s 
Education
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2007-2008 
Preschool Registration
Registration Begins 
March 26, 2007 and will continue
until classes are full.

The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program
will provide a positive, safe, nurturing 
environment that will promote physical,
intellectual, social and emotional growth.

We offer three and four-year old programs at two locations, Administration
Building and Ross Park Elementary. Both locations offer morning and 
afternoon classes.

Our teaching staff is selected by considering academic qualifications, experience
and the desire to teach and work with preschool age children. All teachers have a
bachelor’s degree with elementary certification and additional credits in early
childhood education.

How to Register

To receive an enrollment package, please call (231) 780-4748 or email Belinda
Schouten at schouteb@monashores.net or visit the Mona Shores Community
Services Office located in Room 8 of the Administration Building, 3374
McCracken Street, Norton Shores. Additional information is also available on
our website at www.monashores.net (under Community Services). Registration
begins on March 26, 2007, and will continue until classes are full. Students that
are currently enrolled in our three-year-old program will automatically receive a 
four-year-old enrollment package in March. A non-refundable registration fee
with one-month’s tuition as a deposit is required at the time of registration.

Mona Shores Public Schools is enrolling 
kindergartners for the 2007-2008 school year. Any
child who will be 5 years old on or before December 1,
2007 and is a resident of Mona Shores Public Schools
is eligible to attend kindergarten.

Here are the four steps to begin the enrollment process
for your kindergarten student:

• Contact the secretary at your elementary school
regarding initial enrollment requirements.

• Parents and guardians attend kindergarten roundup 
meeting during February or March.

• Schedule a kindergarten testing appointment at 
roundup, by email or by phone.

• Refer any questions to the elementary school 
principal or secretary.

Our kindergarten enrollment process begins with the 
elementary building secretary. They are looking 
forward to seeing you and hearing from you. They 
will collect the following information so they are able
to enroll your child. Phone numbers for each school
are listed below.

As you prepare for enrolling your new kindergartner
remember the following key requirements that you will
need to have available. By having this documentation

available you will expedite the enrollment process.

1. Enrollment Form. The school secretary will provide
this form. This form is available year round and we
encourage parents/guardians to complete this form
as soon as possible.

2. Birth certificate (original county clerk birth certificate)
3. Immunization Record - including hearing and vision
4. Proof of Residence  (i.e. warranty deed to mortgage,

most recently paid property tax statement, rental
lease or agreement, mortgage payment receipt, or
affidavit of residency with property owner)

Parents and guardians, please plan on attending 
kindergarten roundup. Come to the school, meet and
hear from the principal, and receive information
regarding your students’ first year of school. Refer to
the list below for dates and times.

Kindergarten Testing is scheduled for April 23-27,
2007 and will be held at Ross Park Elementary School.
There are a couple of ways to schedule an appointment.
You may sign up when you attend roundup, or you
may contact Jan Martin of the Student Services
Department located in the Administration Building.

You may reach her at (231) 780-4751, extension
8218 or by email: martinj@monashores.net.

Kindergarten is such an exciting time for our 
new students and their families!  
We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Campbell 
Elementary

1355 Greenwich Rd.
(231) 755-2550

ext.8898

6:30 p.m.
Wednesday

February 21st

6:30 p.m.
Tuesday

February 20th

Ross Park
Elementary

121 Randall Road
(231) 798-1773

ext.8698

Kindergarten Enrollment Begins

Immunizations
Immunization is one of the best ways to protect your children against disease. While we no longer see many
vaccine-preventable childhood diseases, most of the viruses and bacteria that cause them are still around.
Delaying or missing immunizations can put your children, as well as other children, at risk for contracting 
illnesses like diphtheria, pertussis, polio, measles, mumps and rubella.

State law requires children be up-to-date with their immunizations before starting school and prohibits a 
principal or teacher from admitting a student who isn’t fully immunized. Prior to kindergarten,
a child should have:

• 4 diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis shots • 3 polio shots
• 2 measles, mumps and rubella shots  • 1 varicella (chicken pox) shot
• 3 hepatitis B shots.

Immunization isn’t just for infants and young children. As your children grow, the immunizations that are 
recommended for their age group change, but they are just as important for preventing disease. Additional 
vaccines that are recommended for adolescents as well as adults include:

• Tetanus-diphtheria booster shots are recommended every 10 years after the initial series of shots.
The first booster shot is typically given around age 11 or 12.

• Meningitis (meningococcal) vaccine is recommended by many colleges for incoming students,
particularly those living in dormitories.

• Flu (influenza) vaccine is recommended for all adolescents with diabetes, asthma or chronic heart,
lung, liver or kidney disease.

• Pneumonia (pneumococcal) vaccine may also be recommended for those with chronic illnesses such as
diabetes or heart, lung, liver or kidney disease.

Immunization is also important to anyone who is planning on international travel. Some diseases are known
only in certain parts of the world. When traveling to other countries, there are shots that are required and some
that are recommended. These protect against the diseases that are known in that region of the world.

If you have any questions about immunizations please contact your physician or Muskegon County Health
Department at (231) 724-1220. Muskegon County Health Department offers immunizations for those who
qualify at 209 East Apple Avenue in Muskegon without appointment, Monday through Friday from Noon
until 4:30 pm.

Health Care for Kids
Many children remain without health care coverage.
The Muskegon County Health Department would
like to remind and encourage parents with uninsured
children to consider enrolling them in Healthy Kids
or MIChild program.

Without insurance, children are more likely to miss
their regular checkups and preventative care that 
prepares them to do their best in school. In addition,
uninsured children are less likely to receive proper
medical care for sore throats, earaches and 
asthma – common childhood illnesses that are 
often the cause of school absences.

Fortunately, MOST children who are uninsured are
eligible for low-cost or free children’s health care
coverage. However, many families are not aware their
children may qualify for coverage even if the parents
are working. Children enrolled in Healthy Kids or
MIChild receive benefits such as doctor visits, dental
care, hospitalization and prescriptions.

Parents can complete a simple on-line application 
at the Muskegon County Health Department, or 
pick up a paper application and mail it in.
The Medicaid Outreach Program at the 
Health Department is open from 8:00 until Noon
and from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. No appointments are necessary. For more
information, call (231) 724-4531.

Lincoln Park 
Elementary

2951 Leon Street
(231) 755-1257

ext.8798

6:30 p.m.
Monday

February 26th

Churchill
Elementary
961 Porter Road.
(231) 798-1276

ext.8998

6:30 p.m.
Tuesday

March 6th



GENERAL POLICIES
•  Registration is open to all 

residents and non-residents
unless otherwise noted

•  Classes are for adults, age 21
and older unless specified

•  Room Assignment – From time to
time, regular building usage pre-
vents us from using an adver-
tised classroom.  Please check
the confirmation slip that is
mailed to you at registration for
your classroom assignment.  If
we find it necessary to change a
room on short notice, it will be
posted on the advertised class-
room door.

BUILDING LOCATIONS

•  School Closings – In the event
Mona Shores Public Schools is
closed due to unforeseen condi-
tions, i.e. inclement weather, etc.,
Community Services classes are
also cancelled.  Cancelled classes
will be rescheduled (no refunds
issued) and students notified at
the next regular class session or
by phone.  Please listen to your
local radio or TV stations.
Any other special 
arrangements outside of this
policy will be communicated 
by telephone or e-mail.

•  Computer classes require a
signed Acceptable Use Policy.

•  

REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION
• Early Registration is encouraged!

Enrollments are reviewed one week
prior to the start of your class, and
may be cancelled for insufficient
enrollment.

•  Payment must accompany 
registration (phone registrations
will be accepted using a 
credit card.)

•  Refunds – A full refund will be
issued if a class is cancelled by the
Mona Shores Community Services
Office   If you cannot attend a
class as planned, a CREDIT
MEMO (good for registration in
another class) less a $10.00 
processing fee, will be issued.  No
credits will be issued after first
class is held.  No credits will be
issued for one-session classes.  
No refunds will be issued for 
materials, supply or book fees.

IN PERSON: The Mona Shores
Community Services Office is located
in the Administration Building, 3374
McCracken, Norton Shores, 
Michigan 49441.  
Our office hours are from 7:30 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m.

TELEPHONE: Phone-in registration
will be accepted using a credit card.
Please have your card ready when
you call.  Our phone number are
(231) 780-4748.  

FAX: Complete the registration 
form and fax it to (231) 780-2099, 
24 hours a day, using a credit card.

For more information, contact 
Community Services at

(231) 780-4748.
Credit Cards accepted!

MONA SHORES COMMUNITY SERVICES 
WINTER & SPRING 2007 ENRICHMENT CLASSES

CLASSES START JAN. 22, 2007
MONA SHORES COMMUNITY SERVICES - 3374 MCCRACKEN STREET • ROOM 8 • NORTON SHORES, MI 49441 – (231) 780-4748

PULL OUT & SAVE!

On condition of this registration form being accepted, I hereby state that I, for myself or my child is in a state of good health and assume all risks
associated with participating in these activities. Having read this waiver, I, for myself or my child and anyone entitled to act on our behalf,
waive and release Mona Shores Community Services and Mona Shores Public Schools and any other agents from all claims of liabilities of any
kind arising out of my or my child’s participation in this activity.

REGISTRATION FORM
This registration form must be completed for all classes

Name:  
Last Name First Name

Street Address:  
City: State Zip 

Resident:  Yes          No  
Would you like to be added to our mailing list?  Yes        No  
Home Phone:  E-mail Address:
Cell Phone:  
Work Phone:  

STUDENT WAIVER
Must be completed in addition to Registration Form

for all students in Preschool-Grade 12
Student Name:  

Gender:  Male        Female        Grade:  
Date of Birth:
Parent Name:
Emergency Contact:

Name Phone

Any health problems?

Signature: Date:

Class#: Class Title: Amount $
Class#: Class Title: Amount $
Class#: Class Title: Amount $

Credit Card        Cash        Check      Check #:                                           Total Amount Enclosed $
Make checks payable to MSCS (Mona Shores Community Services)

Complete this portion to register by Credit Card

Visa       MasterCard         Card#:

Signature (required on all credit card transactions) Expiration  Date:         /

OFFICE USE ONLY

Total Amount Enclosed    $ Student Registered Card Transaction Complete  

AB= Administration Building
3374 McCracken

CA= Campbell Elementary
1355 Greenwich Road

CH= Churchill Elementary
961 Porter Road

HS= High School
1121 W. Seminole Road

LP= Lincoln Park Elementary
2951 Leon Street

MS= Middle School
1700 Woodside Street

RP= Ross Park Elementary
121 Randall Road

WMEC= West Michigan 
Equestrian Center
2100 E. Riley Thompson Rd.
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American Karate
American Karate teaches
basic techniques, form,
self-defense and sparring
with a strong physical workout.
A great family activity!  This class
is ongoing throughout the year.
Register and pay fee at first class.
For more information, please call
Instructor Dave Thomas at (231) 798-1878.
Meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 
Ross Park Elementary.
Dates: Monday & Wednesdays - ongoing

throughout the year
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Price: $25 per month per individual or

$35 per month per family 
Location: RP Upper Gym
Class #: 200W

Ballroom/Social Dance  
(Beginning & Intermediate)
Shall we dance?  Don’t miss your chance to look
great on the dance floor!  Instructor Shannon
Connell, trained in New York and has taught
dance for over 20 years. She currently teaches at
MCC. She will teach couples the Waltz,
Foxtrot, Swing and Latin dances. Dance is fun,
good exercise and a great social activity. Please
register as a couple.
Date: TH 2/15, 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
Time: 7:15 – 8:30 p.m.
Price: $65 per couple
Location: LP Gym
Class #: 210W

Hypnosis for
Weight Loss and
Smoking Cessation
The first hour you will see
demonstrations of hypnosis and how
it is used to make behavioral changes to
eliminate the stressors and triggers that cause
you to use tobacco or overeat. (If any smoker
does not want to attend the weight loss portion,
you can take a 30-minute break at this time and
go have your last cigarette.)  The Weight Loss
session is free for smokers!  For more
information about the hypnosis program visit
www.hypnotistdavidrowe.com.

The next 30 minutes is specifically for anyone
who wants to lose weight. Hypnosis blocks the
craving for certain foods that keep you fat and
eliminates the need to nibble and snack. Break
the habit of eating too much, eating late at night,
eating sweets and junk food, weekend bingeing,
eliminate hunger pangs and feelings of being
deprived.

The last 30 minutes of treatment is for smokers
only. Stop smoking immediately. Hypnosis will
enable you to kick the smoking habit without
experiencing the typical side effects. Eliminates
cravings and withdrawal, nervousness, health
problems and being a social outcast.
Date: T 3/13/07
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Price: $40.00 (includes hypnosis CD for

reinforcement at home)
Location: Middle School 

Auditorium
Class #: 207W

Boat Smart – 2007 
Power, Paddle, Sail, PWC 
(Ages 12 & Up)
Interested in meeting new people that share the
same interest in boating?  Then come join the
Boat Smart course presented by The Muskegon

Power Squadron. You will learn “the rules of
the water”, MI and Federal boating laws,

which boat (hull) suits your purpose,
explanation of navigation aids, safety
and first aid, required versus
recommended equipment to have on
your boat, and basic knots and their
use. Upon completion, you will

receive a US Power Squadron Safe Boating
Certificate. This certificate meets the
requirements for Michigan Boating and PWC’s.
In addition, most insurance companies will offer
a discount on your boating insurance…ask your
agent!   This course provides a great base for
future courses like Junior Navigation, Piloting,
Marine Electronics / GPS, and Weather. Class
fee includes book, tests, & certificate.
Date: TH 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Price: $48 
Location: HS Media Center
Class #: 214W

“Get Moving”
Join us Monday night for this simple, yet easy to
follow and energizing class that will invigorate
you and get you moving. It will not only tone
but will also increase your energy level. Great
cardio workout!  Routines will include stations,
i.e. steps, hula-hoops, power walking, resistance
tubes/bands, and hand weights. Bring your own
tubes/bands & hand weights. Instructor
Francine Sagan.
Dates: Winter Session: Mondays 

1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/5,
3/12, 3/19 
(class does not meet on 2/19)   

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $36 
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 201W

Dates: Spring Session: Mondays
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14, 5/21 

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $27 
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 201S

“Stretch & Tone”
This all-over toning class
will give you a body
makeover without the
stitches. Emphasis will be on
toning the entire body, utilizing Pilate’s
principals along with stretching, regular abs
routine with a nice cool down. Bring your own
hand weights and tubing. Instructor Francine
Sagan.
Dates: Winter Session: Wednesdays

1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28,
3/7, 3/14, 3/21

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $41 
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 203W 

Dates: Spring Session: Wednesdays
4/18, 4/25, 5/2, 5/9, 5/16, 5/23 

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $27
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 203S

Yogalates
This class blends the breath and flexibility of
Hatha Yoga with the centering techniques of
Pilates. This creates strength and flexibility,
increases body awareness, enhances muscular
endurance for cross training, and streamlines
your physique. Bring yoga mat, small blanket or
towel and water bottle. Wear comfortable,
stretchy clothes that will not hamper movement.
Instructor: Louise Hopson.
Date: T/TH 1/23, 1/25, 1/30, 2/1, 2/6,

2/8, 2/13, 2/15, 2/20, 2/22, 2/27,
3/1, 3/6, 3/8, 3/13, 3/15, 3/20, 3/22  

Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Price: $80
Location: Ad. Bldg. Gym
Class #: 208W

Dates: Spring Session: T/TH – 4/17,
4/19, 4/24, 4/26, 5/1, 5/3, 5/8, 5/10,
5/15, 5/17, 5/22, 5/24 

Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Price: $54 
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 208S

“BREATHE!- Yoga for 
Flexibility and  Relaxation”
Are your days hectic? Need
to stop and take a deep
breath? Join us 
for a basic yoga class
focusing on poses that enhance flexibility and
encourage relaxation. Students should be able to
get up and down from the floor easily. Bring a
yoga mat, two yoga blocks, a small blanket or
towel and water bottle. Wear comfortable,
stretchy clothes that will not hamper movement.
Instructor: Louise Hopson.
Date: T/TH 1/23, 1/25, 1/30, 2/1, 2/6,

2/8, 2/13, 2/15, 2/20, 2/22, 2/27,
3/1, 3/6, 3/8, 3/13, 3/15, 3/20, 3/22

Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Price: $80
Location: Ad. Bldg. Gym
Class #: 209W

Dates: Spring Session: T/TH – 4/17,
4/19, 4/24, 4/26, 5/1, 5/3, 5/8, 5/10,
5/15, 5/17, 5/22, 5/24 

Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Price: $54
Location: Administration Building Gym  
Class #: 209S

Home Decorating Clinic
PILLOW
Pillows are wonderful accent pieces
whether they are large or small, plain
or fancy. Learn to make pillows to match every
room in your home. Bring your own pattern or
idea to class along with your sewing machine.
Instructor June Cook will help you create and
complete your very own inspiration piece.
Supply list available at registration.
Dates: T 1/23 & 1/30
Time: 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Price: $40
Location: HS Room 402
Class: 400W

Home Decorating Clinic
VALANCES
Valances or Window Toppers are
quick and easy to make. Using the pattern of
your choice and fabrics to coordinate or match
your décor we will construct a valance in class.
Don’t forget to bring your window measurements
and your sewing machine!  Instructor June Cook.
Supply list available at registration.
Dates: T 2/27 & 3/6
Time: 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Price: $40
Location: HS Room 402
Class: 401W

Oil Painting – Wet on Wet
Painting Workshops
Learn how to paint the “wet-on-wet” method
popularized by Bob Ross and other television
artists. Instructor Pauline Stitt will lead you
through this technique that makes it easy and
fun to create a complete picture in one session.
Fee includes canvas, oil paints, easels, and pallets.
Student should bring own brushes (list available
at registration) and wear old clothing. Canvas
size varies.
Time: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Price: $30.00 per class includes supply fee  
Location: Ross Park Art Room, 39
Date: W 3/14/07 “Mountains”
Class #: 402W 
Date: T 4/24/07 “Floral”
Class #: 403S                       
Date: T 5/22/07 “Country Landscape”
Class #: 404S                      

HEALTH, FITNESS & RECREATION

Session: Winter: Mondays & Wednesdays 
See dates above

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $70
Location: Administration Building Gym
Class #: 204W

AEROBICS “THE MIX”
Two great classes that offer a variety of exercises so you won’t get bored. For any aerobic class wear
comfortable clothing and good aerobic shoes. Bring mat/towel and water bottle.

Sign up for COMBO  “Moving Monday” & “Stretch & Tone
Wednesday” – SAVE $$$$!

Great For
Beginners!

NEW!NEW!

Session: Spring: Mondays & Wednesdays 
See dates above

Time: 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Price: $50
Location: Administration Building Gym
Class #: 204S

“Burn Baby Burn”
This is a great addition to the Monday or Wednesday night aerobics’ classes. In this 30-minute class
you will rotate through stations to strengthen your arms, firm your abs & glutes and trim your waist!
Instructor Francine Sagan.
Time: 7:00-7:30 p.m. Note…Half Hour
Location: Administration Building Gym  

Dates: Winter Mondays: 1/22, 1/29, 2/5,
2/12, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 
(class does not meet on 2/19)

Class #: 205MW  $20

Dates: Winter Wednesdays: 1/24, 1/31,
2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14,
3/21

Class #: 205WW  $20

Dates: Winter BOTH Mondays &
Wednesday – see dates above

Class #: 205MWW
Price: $36 both nights  

ARTS, CRAFTS & PHOTOGRAPHY

Sign Up For Both,
Get a Great Workout
And Save $$$$$$

Dates: Spring Mondays: 4/16, 4/23 4/30,
5/7, 5/14, 5/21

Class #: 205MS $15

Dates: Spring Wednesdays: 4/18, 4/25,
5/2, 5/9, 5/16, 5/23

Class #: 205WS $15

Dates: Spring BOTH Mondays &
Wednesdays: see dates above

Class #: 205MWS
Price: $27
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STUDENT ENRICHMENT
Art: Acrylics (Grade 6th – 8th)
and (Grades 4th & 5th)
Here is a fun, not serious art class
that will allow you to express your
personality through your own artwork. Learn to
paint with acrylics, just like the real artists. Learn
basic composition, color and line. $20 materials
fee payable to instructor at first class will cover
your art kit. Wear old clothing and feel free to
bring a snack to class. Instructor: Corrine Waid.
Grades: 6th, 7th, & 8th 
Dates: M 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26
Time: 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Price: $25.00 + additional supply fee
Location: MS Art Room
Class #: 501W

Grades: 4th & 5th 
Dates: W 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28
Time: 3:35 – 5:05 p.m.
Price: $25.00 + additional supply fee
Location: RP Art Room, 39
Class #: 502W

Art: Drawing (4th-5th)
This class will provide an
introduction to the basic structural
elements of drawing. We will discuss
line, value, composition and perspective. We will
use simple drawing materials such as pencils,
charcoal and conte crayon. Students must also
bring own basic art supplies. List provided at
registration. Wear old clothing and feel free to
bring a snack to class. Instructor: Corrine Waid.
Dates: W 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28 
Time: 3:35 – 5:05 p.m.
Price: $25 + additional supply fee
Location: RP Art Room, 39
Class #: 514W                      

Art: Mixed Media for 
Students (1st-3rd) 
Offered at two locations!
Students will learn many
collage techniques and
create sculptures using a
large variety of materials.
We will also use found
objects to create useful and
attractive art pieces. The sky is the limit in this
class!  Completed projects will go home each
week. $8 projects fee payable to instructor at
class. Students must also bring own basic art
supplies. List provided at registration. Wear old
clothing and feel free to bring a snack to class.
Instructor: Corrine Waid.

Offered at two locations.
Location: Lincoln Park Elementary Art Room
Dates: T 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27  
Time: 3:35 – 5:05 p.m.
Price: $25 + additional projects fee 
Class #: 503WL  

Location: Ross Park Elementary Art Room
Dates: TH 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22  
Time: 3:35 – 5:05 p.m.
Price: $25 + additional projects fee 
Class #: 503WR  

Ballet – Creative Movement
(Ages 3-6)
Ballet fundamentals will be taught to encourage
movement, detail, and controlled discipline.
Creative dance gives guided individual movement
and expression. Clothing: Stocking feet, leotard
or loose fitting clothes. Instructor: Diane Cutie
of Diane’s School of Dance.
Dates: T 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27 
Time: 3:35-4:35 p.m.
Price: $25.00
Location: RP Auditorium
Class #: 505W

Mad Hot Ballroom – Student
Class - Boys and Girls
(Grades 5th – 8th)
Have some fun with Mad Hot
Ballroom!  By using the vocabulary of social
dancing, students will learn teamwork, respect,
confidence, a sense of accomplishment and have a
ton of fun!  Focusing on interactive social skills,
students will build self-esteem in a safe
environment that cultivates inspiration and allows
each student to be a dancing star!  The course
culminates with social activities geared toward
family and community events. An evening dance
and chosen competition with other schools will
finish this wonderful class!  Dress Code:
Appropriate length slacks with dress shoes.
Instructor: Shannon Connell B.A., Creative and
Performing Arts Muskegon Community College.
Dance students from Muskegon Community
College will assist.
Dates: TH 2/15, 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
Time: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Price: $42 
Location: LP Gym
Class #: 515W                      

Gymnastics (Ages 3-Grade 5)
Gymnastics is great exercise for overall
development. Join our high school gymnastic
coaches for this fun clinic, which will include
tumbling & floor exercises for our youngest
gymnasts (ages 3 – K) and additional routines
including beam work for grades 1-5. Wear shorts
with a tucked-in t-shirt.
Time: Ages 3-Grade K 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.
Class #: 506W
Time: Grades 1st – 5th 4:45 - 5:45 p.m.
Class #: 507W
Dates: M 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26
Price: $30.00
Location: RP Upper Gym

Jazz/Hip Hop Dance 
(Ages 7-11)
This combination class of Jazz and Hip Hop will
be taught to popular music to encourage
rhythmic movement with high energy. Baggy
clothing and sneakers required. Instructor: Diane
Cutie of Diane’s School of Dance.
Dates: W 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28,
Time: 3:35-4:35 p.m.
Price: $25.00
Location: RP Auditorium 
Class #: 508W

Junior Lego ®
Engineering II
(Ages 5 – 7)
Using LEGO Educational
Division Materials and LEGO® Technic
elements, this will be another great hands-on
learning class where students will build projects
of slightly higher complexity using gears and
motors. A must for students who enjoyed Junior
Engineering I. This is an integrated science and
math class.
Dates: W 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7,

3/14, 3/21
Time: 3:50 – 5:50 p.m.
Price: $99.00
Location: TBD
Class #: 510W   

Lego ® Engineering II 
Elementary (Ages 8 & Up)
Hands on learning of more advanced engineering
concepts, including complex machines, topics on
pulleys, steering systems, differentials,
transmissions, sensors, and brain modules.
Students must take Lego Engineering I before
enrolling in this course.
Dates: W 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7,

3/14, 3/21
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Price: $99.00
Location: TBD
Class #: 511W  

LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO Group of
companies which does not sponsor, authorize or
endorse these camps.

Saddle-Up Horsemanship
Class – Ages 6-12
A beginner level horsemanship class. Students
will learn horse-handling safety, grooming,
saddling, bridling, mounting and dismounting.
Class sizes small for individualized attention.
Class work taught in a heated room and riding
will be in an indoor arena on inclement days.
Please wear warm clothing and a boot or shoe
with a heel. Taught by Cindy McCloskey, CHA
Certified Instructor of West Michigan
Equestrian Center.
Dates: M 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7
Time: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Price: $60.00
Location: West Michigan Equestrian Center
Class #: 512W    

Self Defense & 
Safety Awareness (Ages 5-15)

This is a FUN, active course,
which is designed for self-
defense purposes emphasizing
child safety awareness. This

program was designed specifically
for children ages 5 through 15. Students

are placed into classes according to age and
ability. Call for flyer or look for one sent home
with students. Instructor: Staff from Athletes in
Motion (AIM USATM)
Dates: M 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/5,

3/12, 3/19, 3/26
(Sparring Clinic 3/10 & Tournament 3/24) 

(Class does not meet 2/19)
Price: $69
Location: Campbell Elementary Gym
Class #: 513A  = Class I Ages 5-15 All

Beginning Students 6:00-6:45 p.m.
513B  = Class II - Ages 5-7 
Returning Students 6:45-7:30 p.m.
513C  = Class III Ages 8-15 
Returning Students 7:30-8:15 p.m.

Spanish (Grades 4th – 5th)
Students will learn the alphabet, numbers,
pronunciation, and use of common words and
beginning sentences. Designed for children who
would like to build confidence and proficiency in
using Spanish. Easy lessons will help students
develop basic language skills through exercises,
stories, music, and games.
Instructor: Courtney Doan
Dates: W 4/18, 4/25, 5/2, 5/9, 5/16 
Time: 3:35 – 4:35 p.m.
Price: $30
Location: Ross Park  
Class #: 520S

Junior Girls Basketball
League (Grades 3rd – 6th)
Look for the brochure being sent home with
students at the end of January. This is a great
opportunity for girls to enjoy the game of
basketball and to improve individual and team
skills. Teams practice once per week and play 5
regular season games on Saturdays.

Sign Up Early,
This Class Fills
Up Fast!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Photography 
35 MM or Digital 
(Beginning/Intermediate)
Get to know your camera and learn how to
take superior images. Former Chronicle
Photographer, Dave Carlson, will teach this
hands-on class for beginning and
intermediate photographers. You will learn
techniques to improve your action, portrait,
scenic, travel, outdoor and wildlife photos.
Bring your 35 mm or digital camera…Ready,
Set, SHOOT!  
Dates: T 1/23, 1/30, 2/6,

2/13, 2/20
Time: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Price: $50
Location: HS Room 501
Class #: 405W  

Photography on Location
(Advanced)
Former Chronicle Photographer,

Dave Carlson, will teach this
hands-on class for advanced

photographers. Each week travel to
a different location to learn an
expert’s technique to improve
composition of your action, portrait,
scenic, travel, outdoor and wildlife
photos. Bring your camera.
Prerequisite – Beginning 
Photography class.

Dates: M 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14
Time: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Price: $65
Location: On location 

(1st class meets in HS Room 501)
Class #: 406S                   

Quilting for Beginners 
The “Turning Twenty” Quilt is a
fast and easy quilt for every skill
level from beginner to expert. The
beauty of this quilt is that it is made from 20 fat
quarters of fabric. There is no wasted fabric and
cutting is quick and easy because the squares can
be cut by stacking the fabric. The joy of this
quilt is in choosing the fabrics, whether bright
colors or soft pastels, this quilt turns out
beautifully. Please register by 1/22 and receive
supply list at time of registration. Instructor
June Cook.
Dates: M (every other) 1/29, 2/12,

2/26, 3/12
Time: 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Price: $60
Location: HS Room 402
Class: 407W

NEW!

Research proves that early integration of music
into a child’s daily routine improves the child’s
ability to think, reason, create and express. With
more than 25 years experience in early childhood
development, Kindermusik is the world’s most
respected name in musical training. Licensed
instructor, Cynthia Carlton has over 15 years
experience in early childhood education. Register
early, class size limited.

Kindermusik “Village”
(Ages Infant - 11⁄2 and Parent)
Fulfilling your baby’s endless
potential is an exciting opportunity
that starts with Kindermusik Village.
In class, learn how to stimulate your child’s
learning through vocal play, object exploration,
and creative movement.
Dates: W 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7,

3/14, 3/21
Time: 9:00-9:45 a.m.
Price: $69
Location: Administration  Building Rm. 10 
Class #: 516W

Kindermusik “Our Time”
(Ages 11⁄2 - 3 and Parent)
Introduce your child to a musical world filled
with singing, imitating sounds, rhyming, sound
identification, instrument exploration and creative
movement. This is a wonderful together time for
parent and child to share. Parents choice to
participate or observe.
Dates: W 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7,

3/14, 3/21
Time: 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Price: $69
Location: Administration Building 

Board Room 
Class #: 517W

Kindermusik “Imagine That”
(Ages 3-5)
This class pairs musical fun with expressive
language, storytelling, peer interaction, movement
and pretend play. Your child will further expand
his/her cognitive and literary skills, as well as,
creativity and individuality.
Dates: W 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7,

3/14, 3/21
Time: 6:45-7:30 p.m.
Price: $69
Location: Administration

Building 
Board Room 

Class #: 518W

ACT Preparation Workshop
The ACT Preparation Workshop will help you prepare to take the test by teaching
you specific strategies for dealing with each section of the test, letting you practice
through mini-tests over each of the sections giving you ideas about the necessity for
pacing yourself, as well as, when and how to guess at answers and much more. This
workshop is for students taking the ACT in March. Bring a calculator and watch
with a second hand. A manual is provided to each participant.

Dates: Saturday 2/24/07 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Price: $52
Location: HS Media Center
Class #: 500W

NEW!



A fast-paced week prior to Labor Day immediately set the pace for a fall of intense
activity for the Office of Curriculum, Instruction, and
Assessment: new teacher orientation, the District 
In-service, and detailed preparations for the October
MEAP sessions in grades 3-8. A variety of state-level
changes in curriculum and assessment added areas of
focus for this office in its collaborative work with all 
district buildings for the goal of increased student
learning and greater expectations for all.

During the August 31st District In-service Day each
building spent the day focused on school improvement.
Staff examined previously set goals, and compared more
current data with historical data to ensure specific 
targets for student learning.

Increased high school graduation requirements that were released in the spring of
2006, new high school course expectations (math, English Language Arts, and 
science thus far), and the new Michigan Merit Exam/ACT initiated another level of
coordination and collaboration among secondary teachers, and building and central
office administrators. Many individuals have already been involved in district,
regional, and State sessions to learn and to prepare for implementation of these
changes. Staff and administrators will continue to work together to determine
course sequence, create new courses where necessary, and design or modify 
curriculum and learning strategies. Mona Shores is committed to providing the best
environment possible for students facing new challenges.

There are many steps to phasing in the new expectations, a new high school 
assessment and new graduation requirements. High school science, math, and 
English Language Arts teachers will align their present curriculum with the new
HSCE’s (High School Content Expectations). Social studies teachers will do the
same when those expectations are released in July 2007. High school staff will also
meet this winter with their content colleagues from Mona Shores Middle School to
ensure alignment between the two levels of the HSCE’s and the district curriculum.
Some HSCE’s have been designated “prerequisites” to be taught prior to high
school; thus, they are the curricular responsibility of middle school teachers. This
work parallels that done for increased graduation requirements.

Due to the strict testing conditions required by the ACT, our office is collaborating
with high school staff and administrators to provide appropriate support for site
arrangements and sufficient space and proctors to meet requirements. The format
of the MME/ACT will also be a change for students and staff, and the State is 

providing professional development sessions and materials to inform staff. This
testing, to begin in March 2007, will be a new world of assessment for high school
juniors in format, content, and conditions of testing.

Mona Shores Middle School will be the recipient of “99c funds”
from the Michigan Department of Education for improved 
middle school achievement in mathematics. The middle school 
is developing a plan for use of the funds that should focus on 
professional learning for staff, after-school and summer school for
students, and other activities that “extend exemplary middle school
initiatives that are already underway across the state”.

Mathematics is also the target of the project overseen by the
Muskegon Intermediate School District: Raising Mathematics
Achievement in the Middle School. At this point three middle
school teachers and one elementary teacher have volunteered to

participate in this project. Teachers are provided intensive professional develop-
ment that they will share with colleagues in mathematics instruction and learning.
The sessions span over the winter and spring months, and carry over into the sum-
mer when teachers have three rigorous days.

Elementary curriculum teams, comprised of one teacher per grade per building,
diligently mapped curriculum during November in English Language Arts and
mathematics. The result will be specific quarterly targets for assessments for both
language arts and math in grades kindergarten through fifth grade. In addition,
these teams have mapped the year’s curriculum for both subjects for their respective
grade levels. The resulting documents will be clearly stated guides of expectations
for teaching and learning. These maps and timelines will also be instrumental in
revising elementary report cards in the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics
this year. The report cards will more accurately reflect the increased expectations
for students as outlined by the Michigan Department of Education.

Finally, our office was excited to once again welcome national consultant 
Deborah Wahlstrom to Mona Shores in December to provide professional 
development on designing high quality assessments. Her visit was possible
through a federally-funded Title II grant. Teachers grades kindergarten through
fifth grade learned how to critique and improve existing assessments, as well as 
create meaningful tests.

As always, our office team invites you to visit our website under “District Offices”
and “Curriculum & Instruction” via www.monashores.net. You are invited to 
contact us: Tammie Mathews, Secretary at (231) 780-4751, extension 8232; Jill
Gary, Administrative Assistant, extension 8226; and Sera Thompson, Director,
at extension 8231.

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

Important Millage Will Provide Much Needed Financial Relief
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One of the most important programs offered by Mona Shores Public Schools is
special education. Children with special needs rely on a host of services including
speech, occupational, and physical therapies. In the classroom 
students benefit from computers and other technical tools,
para-professionals to offer assistance, and specially 
trained teachers.

Unfortunately, there is a high cost for these services. Like 
everything else, this cost is rising. In 2005/2006 Mona Shores
Public Schools had to take $2,020,210 out of its general education program 
funds to cover the unfunded costs of special education services. Every year this
shortfall increases. Countywide in 2005/2006, public schools were under-funded
by $20.8 million. Many people are surprised to know that local, state, and 
federal special education funds only cover about 62% of the total cost of 
special education.

Faced with this funding shortfall, most would suggest cutting costs by reducing
special education programs and services. However, specific special education 
programs and services are required by law and may not be 
eliminated. In fact, public schools are required to provide services
to all eligible persons in public and non-public schools from birth
up to the age of 26. That’s because spending money on special
education saves money in the long run because it prepares many
special education students for real world jobs and careers. As
adults, many students can learn to support themselves instead of
relying on taxpayer funded social service programs.

Our school district, like others in the county, must cut costs in our general 
education budgets to make up the shortfall. This has been done by reducing 
the number of staff, delaying the purchase of textbooks, delaying building 
maintenance, slashing supply budgets, and freezing or reducing salaries and 

benefits. Following several years of cuts and further study, local school leaders 
and community members have now come to the difficult conclusion that the 

quality of programs for ALL children cannot continue without
additional funding.

For this reason an intermediate school district (ISD) special
education millage for one-mill is planned for February 27,
2007. The cost to the owner of a home with a market value of

$100,000, which would have a taxable value of $50,000, would be
$50 per year or $4.17 a month. It has been 27 years since our county increased its
financial support for children with special needs. In fact, the chart below shows
how children with special needs who attend Kent and Ottawa area schools receive
more than twice as much financial support as our children.

This millage is one way to help offset the annual shortfall and relieve a fraction of
the financial stress caused by inadequate funding for special education services.
The ISD will distribute all new millage dollars directly to local school districts.
Mona Shores Public Schools will receive $696,092 to apply to special education

costs. The school board will then decide how to use the general
education program funds that formerly funded special 
education. If the millage passes, then the state will also
increase its financial support for special education.

Beyond the legal requirements, Mona Shores Public Schools
staff members are passionate about serving children with special

needs in ways that help them reach their highest potential. It’s the right thing to
do. A special education millage will help schools maintain programs and staffing
to help ALL children achieve and succeed. For more information visit our website
at www.monashores.net.

“...spending money on special
education saves money in the
long run because it prepares

many special education students
for real world jobs and careers.” 

“A special education millage will
help schools maintain programs
and staffing to help ALL children

achieve and succeed.”

Special Education Millages in Surrounding Counties

County Special Education Mills Levied* Actual Amount $ Per Special 
Millage Collected Education Student

Kent 4.0 3.7099 $77,142,714 $4,547

Ottawa 3.4 3.0609 $30,637,167 $4,638

Muskegon 2.5 2.2987 $ 9,055,747 $1,690

2005-06 Data *Headlee Rollback

To learn more visit www.muskegonisd.org/millage.htm or www.monashores.net

‘Deborah Wahlstrom working
with our Mona Shores’ staff.’
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District Financial Report
2005-2006 Audit Update
The district recently received final audited figures for the General Operations
Fund. The following information details these financial results for the school year
ending June 30, 2006:

Beginning Fund Equity $4,953,477

Revenues
Local Sources $ 6,475,872
State Sources 25,100,484
Federal Sources 961,049

Other Sources & Transfers In 258,086
TOTAL Revenues $ 32,795,491

Expenditures
Instruction $ 19,711,755
Instructional Support Services 3,598,981
Non-instructional Support Services 4,096,925
Operations and Transportation 4,318,160
Community Services 27,319
Outgoing Transfer & Other 360,270
Debt Service 664,950
Interfund Transfers Out 824,794

TOTAL Expenditures $ 33,603,154

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures (807,663)

Ending Fund Equity $4,145,814

The ending Fund Equity figure of $4.145 million represents 12.3% of 
Expenditures for 2005-2006. The current year (2006-2007) budget assumes the
use of $950,000 of this fund equity to be allocated for the general operations of
the district. In addition, the district will utilize the balance of the fund equity
during 2006-2007 in order to meet its day-to-day cash flow requirements.

The three pie charts are included to give a visual picture of where the district gets
its resources and how they are allocated. The “By Function” chart represents
where the money was spent (Direct Instruction: money spent in the classroom,
Instructional Support: counselors, teacher consultants, social workers and media
specialists, Non-Instructional Support: principal’s office, business office,
technology, board of education and other administrative expenses) and the “By
Object” chart shows more specifically what was purchased. As you can see, 86.5%
of our resources are spent on personnel related costs. Almost half (44%) of the
total supply expenses for the year were spent on electricity and heating fuel.

For additional financial information, including current budgets and the full 
audit report, please visit our business office website at 
www.monashores.net/fiscalservices. If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Mike Schluentz, Director of Finance by email at
schluenm@monashores.net or by phone at (231) 780-4751 extension 8209.

2005-2006 General Fund Revenues By Source

2005-2006 General Fund Expenditures By Function

2005-2006 General Fund Expenditures By Object

State
76.5%

Federal
2.9%

Local
19.7%

Other
0.8%

Direct 
Instruction

60.9%

Instructional
Support
10.5%

Non-Instructional
Support
12.4%

Operations and
Transportation

13.1%

Community
Service

0.1%Outgoing 
Transfers

0.9%

Debt Service
0.0%

Interfund
Transfers

2.3%

Salaries
56.9%

Benefits
29.6%

Purchased 
Services

3.8%

Supplies
5.7%

Capital Outlay
0.7%

Miscellaneous
0.2%

Transfers
3.2%

IS SCHOOL CLOSED TODAY? 
A WINTER WEATHER ALERT!

As winter weather approaches we are more likely to experience school closings
and/or delays. School delays postpone the start time of school by two (2) hours.
Closings typically cancel all school activities for the entire day. Please tune into

your favorite local radio or TV station for information.

Additionally, you can visit our district web site at www.monashores.net and click
on the School and Event Closings tab in the top right corner to be taken directly

to WZZM TV13 School Closings website or you may also telephone your 
building of choice for a recorded message.

Indoor Walking
Don’t let the inclement winter weather keep you from your fitness routine!  
Community members are invited to “walk the hallways” of our school buildings.
Please use front entrance. Walking is allowed on the following days and times:

* In designated areas only due to building events
Reminder: Please do not arrive prior to the designated times as after-school 
activities are in progress. Also, jogging is prohibited.

Administration Building Monday- Friday
3374 McCracken 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Campbell Elementary Monday-Thursday
1355 Greenwich Rd. 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Churchill Elementary Monday-Thursday
961 Porter Rd. 6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Lincoln Park Monday-Thursday
2951 Leon Street 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Ross Park Monday-Thursday
121 Randall Rd. 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

*Middle School Monday-Thursday
1700 Woodside Rd. 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

*High School Monday-Thursday
1121 Seminole Rd. 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Mona Shores
Staff Increases
Support for 
United Way
Our Mona Shores staff showed its concern for and involvement in our community
by again participating in the 2006 countywide United Way Campaign. This year
our staff increased both level of participation and total contribution!  The number
of staff participating increased by 8%. In addition, the amount given by staff
increased by 58% for a total of $14,465. Together our entire staff…teachers, sup-
port staff, and administrators came together to help those in need. Way to go
Mona Shores Public School employees! 

Walk off those pounds without sliding around!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Ross Park PTO Fall
Family Fun Night
On Thursday, October 5, 2006
Ross Park PTO sponsored the first
family evening event of the year.
“Fall Family Fun Night” was free
and fun. Several activities took
place in the school’s cafeteria and
gymnasium. Students were able 
to have their photo taken with
teachers and parents that were
dressed as scarecrows. In the 
gymnasium the students were able
to climb the “Rock Wall”, which
was purchased by PTO through
their fundraising efforts.
The basketball courts were also
busy with students shooting hoops.
Booths were set up in the cafeteria informing parents of all the wonderful
events that PTO sponsors throughout the year. To end the evening 
everyone enjoyed doughnuts and cider. A good time was had by many 
Ross Park Families. For more information about Ross Park PTO activities,
please contact PTO President Matt Wansten at (231) 798-4119.

Happy Holidays from
Ross Park 5th Graders
On Wednesday,
December 13, 2006,
Mrs. Belanger’s fifth
graders spread some
holiday cheer by
entertaining the 
residents of Semi-
nole Shores Living
Center. Each year
Mrs. Belanger takes
her class to sing holiday
songs, and perform a
choral reading of “The
Night Before Christmas.” Before returning back to school the students vis-
ited with the residents, shared a winter story and presented each of them
with a handmade holiday greeting card. Mrs. Belanger’s fifth graders
enjoyed their visit and hope Seminole Shores Living Center residents have
a Happy New Year!  

For more information about Ross Park Elementary activities, please contact
building principal, Dan Cwayna at (231) 798-1773, extension 8699 or
email at cwaynad@monashores.net.

Fourth Graders Discover Melody Magic!

This year the fourth grade students at all four elementary buildings are 
participating in a Communities LinkUp! Program. This program is taking
place in their music classes.

The Communities LinkUp! Music Curriculum was brought to Muskegon
from the Weill Music Institute at Carnegie Hall in New York City.
Carnegie Hall has awarded the West Shore Symphony Orchestra in
Muskegon a grant that provides the opportunity for area schools to 
participate in this special music program. The West Shore Symphony
Orchestra is one of only ten orchestras in the United States chosen to 
participate in this community link up. This program links the West Shore
Symphony with the music education community in our schools.

Elementary music teachers, Marcia Tisdel and Julie Knowlton are 
teaching this special curriculum program. The students are focusing on
the concept of “melody” in music. They have been given a workbook, CD
and recorder instrument to keep as their own. The students are working 
on this program along with some of the usual fourth grade music 
curriculum activities.

For the culminating activity, the students will attend an interactive concert
with the West Shore Symphony at the Frauenthal Theater on April 18,
2007. The fourth graders will hear a classical music concert presented by
the West Shore Symphony Orchestra members. During the concert, the
students will participate by listening, answering questions, singing and
demonstrating proper concert etiquette. The most exciting aspect of the
concert fieldtrip will be performing the song “A Simple Melody” on the
recorder with the West Shore Symphony musicians.

The fourth grade students are working hard preparing for their symphony
performance. This will be an experience they will long remember. For
more information, please contact Marcia Tisdel at (231) 798-1276,
extension 8918 or (231) 798-1773, extension 8640 or by email at tis-
delm@monashores.net.

HATS OFF to the Lincoln Park Crew!

On a beautiful day in early October, all staff and students at Lincoln Park
Elementary participated in the 2006 CREW kick off, rewarding and cele-
brating good behavior. CREW rewards have been part of Lincoln Park
Elementary since the implementation of the MiBLSi grant in 2004. The
MiBLSi grant, which stands for Michigan Integrated Behavior and 
Learning Support Initiative helps to develop systems and sustained 
implementations of a data-driven problem-solving model in elementary
schools to help students become better readers with the social skills 
necessary for success.

Lincoln Park rewards good behavior for each student with monthly CREW
rewards and activities. CREW stands for; Cooperation, Responsibility,
Excellent Attitude and We are a CREW. Grade level teachers take turns
coming up with great rewards for the students. We aren’t telling what the
future rewards will be for our CREW. We guard these secrets much like
the Bush Family Secret Recipe.

This year, our PTO purchased a t-shirt for every single student and staff
member. The t-shirts are worn during each monthly CREW reward 
activity. With the help of Norton Shores Fire Department and Realistic
Photography, we were able to capture a photograph of all 551 students
spelling out the word CREW!  Hats off to the Lincoln Park CREW!  

For additional information contact Lincoln Park Principal,
Heidi Sunderhaft-Christiansen at (231) 755-1257 or email at
sunderhh@monashores.net.



Calendar of Events
January
3 School Resumes after holiday break
10 One Acts High School Dance Room - 7:00-9:00 pm
11 Winter Band Concert High School Auditorium - 7:00 pm
15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School

Allegretto Notte High School Auditorium 
All Day Workshop 7:30 pm performance 

16 0 Hour Exam (High School)
17 Half Day Grades 9-12

(1st & 2nd hour exams) - No Delayed Start
College Bound Financial Aid Parent Meeting High School Media Center - 7:00 pm

18 Half Day Grades 9-12
(3rd & 4th hour exams)
Senior Citizen Luncheon High School Cafeteria- 1:00 pm 

18-19 Josten’s Senior Graduation Orders Due High School Main Gym Lobby
19 Half Day Grades 9-12

(5th & 6th hour exams)
Records Day - Half Day Grades K-12
(AM and PM Kindergarten attends)

22 School Board Meeting Administration Building - 7:00 pm 
(Combined Work Session/Regular meeting)

26 Elementary Report Cards Home
27 Lincoln Park Winterfest Carnival Lincoln Park 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

February
2 Sailor Celebration (formerly Mariner Mania) Middle School - 6:00 - 8:00 pm
5 School Board Meeting (Work Session) High School - 7:00 pm

High School Class of 2008 Scheduling Assembly High School Auditorium 3rd Hour
7 Second Student Count Day
8-10 Middle School Drama Production - ‘Into the Woods’ Middle School Auditorium - 7:30 pm
10 Middle School Orchestra Festival Retreat High School Auditorium
11 Pre-Festival Orchestra Concert High School Auditorium - 2:00pm
12 High School Class of 2009 Scheduling Assembly High School Auditorium-3rd hour

School Board Meeting Administration Building - 7:00 pm
13 Chamber Music Recital High School Auditorium - 6:00 pm
16-19 Mid-Winter Break – No School
20 Class of 2010 Scheduling Assembly High School Auditorium -3rd hour

Ross Park Kindergarten Round Up Ross Park - 6:30 pm
Note: Preregistration Required

21 Campbell Kindergarten Round Up Campbell - 6:30 pm
Note: Preregistration Required

22 Middle School Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert High School Auditorium - 7:00 pm
25 Collage Concert High School Auditorium - 3:00 pm
26 Lincoln Park Kindergarten Round Up Lincoln Park - 6:30 pm

Note: Preregistration Required
2/26-3/9 Lowry’s Book Fair High School Media Center
27 8th Grade Band Concert Middle School Auditorium - 7:30 pm

Special Education Millage

March
1 7th Grade Band Concert Middle School Auditorium - 7:30 pm
2 Lincoln Park Father/Daughter Dance Lincoln Park - 7:00 – 9:00 pm
2-3 MSBOA District Orchestra Festival High School Auditorium

Friday evening/Saturday all day
3 7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Festival Middle School 
4 Pre-Festival Band Concert High School Auditorium - 1:30 pm

Choir Festival Concert High School Auditorium - 4:00 pm
5 School Board Meeting (Work Session) Ross Park - 7:00 pm

Class of 2011 Scheduling Assembly Middle School
8th Grade Parent Night High School Auditorium - 7:00 pm

6 Churchill Kindergarten Round Up Churchill - 6:30 pm
Note: Preregistration Required

7th & 8th Grade Choir Concert Middle School Auditorium - 7:30 pm
7 Parent Teacher Conferences -  11:30-2:00 pm & 5-8:30 pm

Half Day Grades 9-12 (No Delayed Start)
8th Grade Visitation to HS
Parent Teacher Spring Conferences (by invitation) Middle School - 4:00-7:00 pm

10 Concert Band Festival High School Auditorium
Friday evening/Saturday all day

12 School Board Meeting Administration Building - 7:00 pm
12-16 Middle School Book Fair Middle School Media Center
22-24 Allegros Musical – ‘Les Miserables’ High School Auditorium - 7:30 pm
23 Elementary Report Cards Home
26 Elementary Conferences 2:00-3:35 pm

Preschool Registration Begins
27 Elementary Conferences 5:00-8:00 pm
29 Kindergarten Conferences 9:00-3:00 pm

Kindergarten Regular Schedule with subs
30 Half Day Grades K-12 AM Kindergarten Attends

April
2-6 Spring Break – No School
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION

The Mona Shores Public School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs and activities.

If you feel you have been discriminated against, please contact Mona Shores Public Schools 
at 231-780-4751.

Middle School DI Team Finishes
Second Worldwide in Instant 

Challenge Category! 

Destination ImagiNation – a worldwide creative problem-solving 
enrichment program – recently brought the opportunity to 
Mona Shores students to make global connections.

Six Mona Shores Middle School girls had the opportunity to represent our
school district at the Destination ImagiNation (DI) global finals in May at
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Thousands of students, ranging
in age from elementary through university levels, gathered from all over the
United States and from numerous foreign countries. Participants from
Poland, Turkey, China, Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, England, British
Columbia, Canada and Korea added an international flavor and endless
educational opportunities for students from the United States. The Middle
School DI team was comprised of sixth graders Marie Sorensen, Mandi
Johnson, Alyson Dake, Cheyann Oliver, Kailey Baker and seventh grader,
Savannah Robbins. Team managers, Sue Sorensen and Julie Robbins
supervised the creative problem-solving team from regional and state 
competitions to the global finals level.

Participant Savannah Robbins shared, “I think that everyone should know
that DI helps you in life. It helps with your everyday problems; it helps
you in school.” All of the girls agreed that they had a lot of fun and were
better students because of DI participation.

The Destination ImagiNation challenges are divided into two scoring 
components, instant challenge and central challenges. The instant chal-
lenge requires a quick, ‘on the spot’ solution to a presented problem. This
DI team accomplished an amazing task by finishing second in the world in
their instant challenge component!  They had to devise a non-verbal 
communication system to complete a technical task. Way to go girls!

Mona Shores Schools continued their involvement with DI last year with
24 competitive teams and four non-competitive rising stars teams (1st &
2nd) attending the regional tournament in March. We also had 14 com-
petitive teams advance to the state finals in April at Central Michigan 
University. It was an additional bonus to have the middle school girls and
their families represent Mona Shores at an international level. All of the
Mona Shores DI team members and team managers at each level of
involvement have represented themselves and our school district with 
pride. Thank you to all!

If anyone would be interested in assisting with any of the Mona Shores DI
teams or representing Mona Shores teams in an officiating role at the
regional tournament this year, please contact Judy Breting at 
(231) 780-8288. Training is provided and volunteers are an essential 
part of providing this rewarding and educational opportunity for 
Mona Shores participants.

The Middle School Team prepares for the 'How'd tHAT Happen' challenge.
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Years of Service: 3
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E-mail: kellylm@verizon.net
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Year of Service: 34
Home #: (231) 780-2867
E-mail: jlkwilcox@comcast.net

Dave Kitchen, Trustee
Years of Service: 1
Home #: (231) 755-6664
E-mail: davidwkitchen@aol.com

BUILDING PHONE NUMBERS
Administration Building  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-780-4751

Adult Education (at Glenside Elementary) . . . . . . . . . . . .231-720-2530

Campbell Elementary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-755-2550

Churchill Elementary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-798-1276

Lincoln Park Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-755-1257

Ross Park Elementary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-798-1773

Middle School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-759-8506

High School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-780-4711

Community Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-780-4748

Child Care Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-780-6720
(Extension 8654)

MONA SHORES’ MISSION STATEMENT: We are committed to each student’s learning, feeling important, and meeting the demands of the future.
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Mona Shores Public Schools
BOARD OF EDUCATION
2006-2007 Meeting Schedule

The Board of Education generally meets on the first and second Monday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. Exceptions are noted below.

January 22, 2007 Comb. Wk. Ses./Reg. Mtg.  . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

February 5, 2007 Work Session  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High School  

February 12, 2007 Regular Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

March 5, 2007 Work Session  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ross Park Elementary  

March 12, 2007 Regular Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

April 16, 2007 Comb. Wk. Ses./Reg. Mtg.  . .Lincoln Park Elementary  

May 7, 2007 Work Session  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

May 14, 2007 Regular Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

June 4, 2007 Work Session   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

*June 11, 2007  Budget Hearing (6:45 p.m.)  . . . . . . . .Admin. Building  

June 11, 2007 Regular Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Admin. Building 

Attention 
Senior Citizens:

Mona Shores Community Services will be hosting the Annual Senior Citizens
Luncheon for Mona Shores residents ages 62 and older. The date of the event is 
Thursday, January 18, 2007, in the Mona Shores High School cafeteria.
Seating begins at 12:45 and the luncheon will begin at 1:00 p.m.
The Mona shores Fiddlers will be performing. Pre-registration is required.

To register, please call our office at (231) 780-4748 ext. 8229 begining 
Wednesday, January 3, 2007. (Our office is closed during the holiday break.) The
deadline to register is Wednesday, January 10, 2007 by 4:00 p.m. Register early,
don’t be disappointed, limited seating available.


