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As winter weather approaches 
we are more likely to 

experience school closings 
and/or delays. School 

delays postpone the start 
time of school by two (2) 

hours and therefore, cancel morning 
ECSE, DK, K, Preschool and GSRP classes.  
With a delayed start the childcare latchkey 
sites open at their regular times in their 
regular locations. 

Closings typically cancel all school activities 
for the entire day, this includes preschool, 
GSRP and latchkey program sites. With 
a school closing the Childcare Center 
located at Ross Park Elementary is open 
during their regular hours for all students 
currently enrolled in the childcare/latchkey 
program from any building. 

New this year at Mona Shores is our 
Notification System. Parents and staff 
will be contacted via telephone with a 

recorded message for school closings 
or delays. You may also continue to tune 
into your favorite local radio or TV station 
for up-to-date information. Additionally, 
you can visit our district web site at www.
monashores.net and click on the ‘Closings 
and Delays’ tab on the extreme top menu 
bar which is linked to the WZZM TV13 
School Closings website. You may also 
telephone your building of choice for a 
recorded message. 

Is School Closed Today?  
A Winter Weather Alert!

Advanced Placement Courses .....7
Audit Update ................................. 22
Board of Education Meetings ... 23
China Story .....................................12
Commemorative Book ...............10
Counselors’ Corner ................... 8-9
Curriculum Corner ........................ 5

Driver’s Education .......................... 9
Elementary School News ...14-15 
Enrichment Classes .............18-21
High School Information .......... 7-9
H1N1 Clinic ....................................17
Indoor Walking ..............................11
Kindergarten Enrollment ............ 4
Letter from the Board ................. 3
Michigan eLibrary .......................... 6

Middle School Information .......13
Online Lunch Payments .............16
Preschool Registration ..............17
Sailor Athletic News ............. 10-11 
School Calendar ........................... 23
Senior Citizen Luncheon .............. 5
Superintendent Letter ................. 2
Taste of Mona Shores.................. 9
Technology News ..........................16



2

Happy New Year everyone! I hope you 
had a wonderful holiday season with 
family, friends and relatives. Now it’s 
time to welcome in the New Year and 
get 2010 underway. It’s shaping up to 
be a very challenging year in Mona 
Shores. Here’s what’s in store for us in 
the calendar year ahead.

Deep District Budget Cuts Lie Ahead:
As many of you are aware, Michigan’s 
public schools were forced to absorb 
huge state revenue reductions this 
past fall. Here in Mona Shores a $292 
per pupil mid-year state funding cut 
led to a whopping $1.1 million loss in 
district revenue. More importantly, 
without immediate legislative action in 
Lansing to fix this structural funding 
problem, state revenue cuts are sure to 
continue, and get worse in the months 
and year ahead. These funding cuts 
will result in deep program and service 
cuts in the school district next year; 
cuts unlike anything Mona Shores’ 
parents, students, and staff have seen 
since the early 1990’s. The district is 
currently covering this year’s massive 
$2.3 million 2009-2010 budget deficit 
with rainy-day district reserve funds. 
A much larger $4.5 million projected 
deficit for next school year will force 
the Board to spend all of the district’s 
remaining rainy-day reserve funds plus 
make deep instructional program and 
service cuts to balance the 2010-2011 
budget. School board members have 
repeatedly called for State Senator 
Gerald VanWoerkom, Jr. and State 
Representative Mary Valentine to 
provide strong bi-partisan leadership 
to correct this structural state-funding 
problem. However, without this kind of 
collaborative leadership from Lansing 
Republicans and Democrats alike, deep 
program and service cuts for students 
are certain to occur in Mona Shores 
next year. 

Mona Shores’ school board members 

A Message from the Superintendent

Mona Shores Public Schools: 

New Year Message...
have certainly done their part 
to prudently manage the school 
district’s finances. Most recently, 
approval of eight straight years of 
targeted district budget cuts, calls for 
support of newly enacted contract 
settlement changes, and passage of 
three capital improvement levies 
have led to over $6 million in General 
Fund cost savings. However, the 
massive state funding cuts being 
forced on Michigan’s school districts 
at this time are simply too much for 
local school boards to overcome. 
Board members all across the 
state are being left with no choice 
but to cut even the most basic of 
instructional programs and services 
to balance their local district budgets. 
It’s also clear this situation will not 
improve until parents, staff, and 
school district supporters demand 
corrective action in Lansing. Until 
then, school leaders in Michigan 
will be forced to continue cutting 
essential local district programs 
and services that students need 
and deserve. Therefore, please 
join our school board members in 
calling on Senator VanWoerkom 
and Representative Valentine to 
aggressively support the proper 
funding of Michigan’s public schools! 

School Construction Update:
Recent passage of our February 
2009 bond issue led to a lot of 
activity around the High School this 
past summer and fall. Ambitious 
construction timelines have led to 
completion of High School classroom 
and outside site improvement projects. 
Work is currently underway to improve 
facilities on the west side of the High 
School, with Middle School projects set 
to begin later this spring and summer. 
Please feel free to contact district 
and building level leaders if you have 
questions about what’s going on in each 
location. We welcome your inquiries. 

January is Board of Education  
Recognition Month:
Each year the Michigan Association of 
School Boards (MASB) designates January 
as School Board Appreciation Month. In 
response, I’d like to once again thank 
our dedicated school board members 
for their strong district leadership! 
Our Mona Shores school-community 
is lucky indeed to be served by these 
hard working individuals. This month 
we’d like to specifically acknowledge the 
past leadership efforts of retiring 4-year 
school board member Dave Kitchen, 
while extending a hearty welcome to new 
school board member Mike Hansen. Our 
school board members truly model the 
very essence of unselfish public service!

Please take time to review this entire 
issue of the Lighthouse View. I 
recommend paying particular attention 
to the other article on this page by 
School Board President Stuart Jones. 
President Jones’ message also focuses on 
the district’s worsening budget situation. 
Each and every other article in this issue 
provides timely information on what’s 
happening throughout the school district. 
There’s much to be proud of that’s 
occurring in all of our school buildings. 

Let me close again by inviting you to 
attend monthly school board meetings. 
Doing so will keep you informed of 
important school news and district 
developments. Your presence also allows 
you to provide valuable community input. 
Don’t forget, you can always find minutes 
of board meetings on the District’s 
website at www.monashores.net. If you 
can’t make it to the meetings, consider 
stopping in for a building visit. Visitors 
will see first-hand the wonderful activities 
going on in classrooms all across the 
district! I hope to see you soon!

Terry L. Babbitt
Superintendent of Schools
231-780-4751, extension 8205
babbittt@monashores.net
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On behalf of the Mona Shores Board of Education, I offer our continued gratitude for 
the tremendous community support of our school district and students. The remarkable 
accomplishments of our students are far too numerous to list, but I assure you there are many, 
many reasons to be very proud. 
 
Amidst this success, there are reasons to be concerned about the future of public education in 
Michigan, including here at Mona Shores. As has been reported, per pupil funding reductions 
were recently enacted this fall by the Governor and State Legislature costing Mona Shores 
Public Schools more than $1 million in mid-year revenue. Our current year deficit now stands at 
approximately $2 million, while initial projections for the 2010 school year show the deficit to 
be in excess of $4.5 million.
 
While you can be assured that the school board will act decisively to reduce these enormous 
projected deficits, this will result in serious expenditure reductions which are bound to include 
staff, programs, and services. The reductions will be of the magnitude not seen in a generation at 
Mona Shores. Combined with what has already been lost during the past several years, I assure 
you that these reductions will in no way enhance the quality of education our children receive.
 
As your elected representatives, we ask for the community’s input and support during 
this budget process which will extend through June. Board members would welcome your 
suggestions and ideas of how to reduce expenditures in the least harmful manner to our students 
and/or enhance revenues. Our contact numbers and e-mail addresses are located on the back 
cover of this newsletter. 
 
Furthermore, we ask that community members contact our state legislators and express your 
opinion regarding the state of school financing, whatever your opinion may be. Our State 
Representative is Mary Valentine (maryvalentine@house.mi.gov), while our State Senator is 
Gerald VanWoerkem (sengvanwoerkom@senate.michigan.gov). Democracy does not work if the 
public remains silent; there has never been a more important time to speak up on behalf of our 
community’s school children.
 
Again, thank you for your continued support of Mona Shores. 
Stuart Jones, Mona Shores Board of Education President

Funding Crisis for  
Michigan Public Schools

A Letter from the Board of Education

To learn more about this funding crisis and the sense of urgency, please view 
the video available on the Mona Shores website by Superintendent Terry 

Babbitt. This short video explains the need for district residents to contact 
their State legislators NOW to help reduce program and service cuts!
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As children approach kindergarten age, 
parents often raise various questions 
about kindergarten entry, enrollment 
and attendance. Below you will find 
the answers to some frequently asked 
questions.

Q: When is Kindergarten Round-Up?
Kindergarten Round-Up is held in 
February. Check out the dates and 
times for each school below. Feel free 
to attend any date that works for your 
schedule. 

Q: Why should I attend Kindergarten 
Round-Up?
We encourage parents to join us for 
an evening to begin the enrollment 
process. Kindergarten Round-Up will 
provide parents an overview of the 
Kindergarten experience. You will hear 
from the principal, teachers and other 
district staff about things like: what a 
typical day looks like, what students will 
learn and be expected to have mastered 
prior to first grade, questions about 
transportation and options such as 
developmental kindergarten.

Q: At what age can my child enter 
kindergarten?
If your child is 5 years old on or before 
the first of December of any year (2010), 
he or she can enter kindergarten. 
Michigan law requires public schools 
to be open to all children who reach 
the age of 5 on or before the first of 
December of any school year. 

Q: If my child is 5 on or before the first of 
December of the school year, do I have to 
send my child to kindergarten?
Parents of a child who is 5 years of age 
have the option not to send their child 
to school until the child is 
6 years of age. 

Q: Should I hold 
my child out of 
kindergarten  
even though my 
child is age-
eligible?
Mona Shores 
Public Schools 

strongly encourages parents to send 
their children to kindergarten when 
they are age-eligible. However, many 
parents consider withholding their child 
from kindergarten due to concerns that 
the kindergarten program may not be 
suitable; that their child may be among 
the youngest in the class or may not 
be “socially mature enough” for the 
experience; or that their child is not yet 
“ready for kindergarten.” Sometimes 
these concerns are expressed by staff 
members in the child’s preschool 
program. Please know, however, that 
Mona Shores welcomes the opportunity 
to meet the needs of all kindergarten 
students, regardless of their age or stage 
of development.

Here are some reasons why a child 
should attend kindergarten:
•	Kindergarten	instruction	promotes	

learning of many skills that are the 
foundation of the curriculum through 
Grade 12. For example, early reading 
instruction is especially important to 
all learners.

•	 If	a	child	is	an	English	Language	
Learner, there is support in 
kindergarten programs to help the 
child learn English at an early age.

•	A	problem	that	may	affect	a	child’s	
ability to learn can be identified in 
kindergarten. An age-eligible child 
who is attending kindergarten will 
have that problem identified and will 
receive appropriate services. The 
earlier the problem is identified, the 
sooner the child can receive special 
services that may help overcome 
the problem and improve his or her 
ability to achieve throughout the 
school years.

•	According	to	research,	keeping	an	age-
eligible child out of kindergarten does 
not result in any long-term benefits.

Q: What are steps to begin the 
enrollment process?
In Mona Shores the enrollment process 
begins with your home school building 
secretary. You will be provided an 
enrollment packet to complete and 
return to the school. The enrollment 
packet includes items such as a home 
language survey, copyright release form, 
and annual enrollment form. Please feel 
free to drop by your home building and 
pick up an enrollment packet today.

Q: What documentation will I  
need to provide to the school for 
enrollment to be complete?
Please provide a completed enrollment 
packet, birth certificate (original), 
immunization record to include hearing 
and vision, and proof of residency 
(i.e., warranty deed to mortgage, most 
recently paid property tax statement, 
rental lease or agreement, mortgage 
payment receipt, or affidavit of 
residency with property owner).

Q: Does Mona Shores Public Schools 
provide bus transportation for 
kindergarten?
Transportation is provided to resident 
kindergarten students beyond the 
one-mile walk out policy. AM pick-up 
and PM drop-off will be at the regular 
neighborhood stops. Noon pick-up 
and drop-off is as close to the home as 
possible. Parents/Guardians must be 
present at drop-off or the child will not 
be permitted to leave the bus. 

Q: What if I have additional questions 
or concerns regarding 

kindergarten?
Feel free to contact your 
building principal, or 
Penelope Miller-Smith, 
Student Services 

Director at 231-
780-4751, 

extension 8217 
or millerp@
monashores.

What Parents Should Know About Kindergarten

Kindergarten Roundup

Ross Park
Elementary
121 Randall Rd.
231-798-1773

ext. 8698
6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday

February 16

Churchill
Elementary
961 Porter Rd.
231-798-1276

ext. 8998
6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday

February 2

Lincoln Park
Elementary
2951 Leon St.
231-755-1257

ext.8798
6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday

February 9

Campbell
Elementary
1355 Greenwich
231-755-2550

ext. 8898
6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday

February 17



The 2009-2010 school year was off 
to an exceptional start with each 
building making Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) 
and receiving an 
A on the Ed YES 
Michigan School 
Report Card! The 
work that was done 
in all buildings has 
paid off, with our 
students as the 
deserving recipients 
of quality school 
improvement 
practices.

MEAP (Michigan 
Educational 
Assessment 
Program) administration for 2009 
has come to a close in all buildings. 
Students in grades 3 through 8 
are tested in the areas of English 
Language Arts and Mathematics. 
In addition, MEAP is administered 
to our 5th and 8th grade students 
in the area of Science as well as 
students in 6th and 9th grade 
participating in MEAP Social 
Studies. With many thanks to the 
dedication of students, staff, and 
parents, testing was completed 
in a timely manner, and students 
demonstrated great effort in their 
testing. 

Our elementary students in grades 
preschool through 3 have been 
practicing Handwriting without 
Tears®. This successful program 
works with students specifically 
at their fine motor skill level. 
Handwriting practice is blended 
into the continued focus on Units of 

Study for Teaching Writing, which 
is used not only in the elementary 
buildings but at the middle school 

as well. Writing is 
an indispensable 
critical thinking 
and communication 
tool. It is a vital 
component in 
all areas of the 
curriculum.

Staff members 
work to enhance 
instructional 
practices, including 
the critical thinking 
skills component, 
to meet the needs 
of all students. 

Professional development that 
focuses on inquiry-based instruction 
has been instituted at all building 
levels. At the high school, in 
particular, inquiry-based lessons 
can be observed in the area of 
mathematics. This instructional 
method engages students through 
deep thought process. Inquiry-based 

instruction elicits excitement about 
the learning from which students 
gain meaningful knowledge. Staff 
will continue to expand inquiry-
based lessons throughout the 
curriculum.

Data collected from assessments 
is a key component that guides 
instructional practices, as well as 
the School Improvement Process. 
Staff disaggregates the results from 
common course assessments after 
they are administered to students. 
From the resulting data, teachers 
realign instructional strategies and 
differentiate instruction to meet 
individual student learning needs. 

Mona Shores balances curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment 
practices to provide the best 
learning environment for students 
with the focus on achievement for 
all! For more information pertaining 
to curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment at Mona Shores, visit 
the web at http://www.monashores.
net/districtoffices/Curriculum_
Instruction. 

Senior Citizens Luncheon 

Office of Curriculum,  
Instruction & Assessment

Curriculum
Corner
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This year’s annual senior citizens 
luncheon hosted by Mona Shores 
Community Services will take place 
in the Spring. Please look for more 
information and how to register in 
the April issue of the Lighthouse View. 
Looking forward to another great 
event!

A Message from Camille Gabris, Curriculum Director

What Parents Should Know About Kindergarten



Community Resource

The Michigan eLibrary (MeL) is your 24-hour link to quality information 
on virtually any topic. Vetted by professionals for resources that are 
reliable, timely and virtually free of advertising, MeL features easy-to-
use gateways that allow you to find varying types of resources such as 
books and audiovisual materials, magazine and newspaper articles, 
digitized resources, indexes, ebooks, and/or web resources.

1.)  MeL Databases: Magazines, Newspapers, eBooks, Practice Tests, 
and more! For Michigan residents only: from your library, from 
your library’s Web page or from anywhere else you have an 
Internet connection (with your driver’s license or state ID):

•	$3.8	million	worth	of	electronic	resources	(more	than	40	
subscription databases) purchased by the Library of Michigan for 
Michigan residents 

•	 MeL	includes	millions	of	articles	from	over	45,000	indexed	
magazines and newspapers (close to 130,000,000 of which are full 
text)

•	 MeL	ebook	collection	consists	of	21,000	full	text	non-fiction	titles

•	 Additional	databases	include,	academic	and	career-prep	
practice tests and tutorials, automotive repair, consumer health 
information and much more

2.)  MeLCat For Michigan residents only: a catalog of nearly 9 million 
unique titles and over 37 million holdings (and growing!) from 
over 300 libraries around the state.

•	Patrons	from	participating	libraries	can	borrow	books,	CDs,	and	
movies from other libraries at no charge

•	Fast	delivery-most	items	sent	to	the	patron’s	library	in	4	days	or	
less

3.) MeL Michigana, a growing selection of digitized statewide historical 
resources including manuscripts, photographs, audio files, etc.

•	Making	of	Modern	Michigan.	Archives	of	Michigan,	Civil	War	
diaries and more

4.) MeL Featured Resources, found in the MeL Gateways or as 
special topics, our subject specialists have chosen Web resources 
that are virtually free of advertising and have met our standards 
for accuracy and quality information. In addition, MeL’s 
LearningExpress Library database of tests and tutorials and the 
Full Text eJournal List are included.

5.) MORE (Michigan Online Resources for Educators), a growing 
collection of thousands of lesson plans, interactive Web sites, 
curriculum resources and much more

•	 All	resources	are	aligned	to	Michigan	state	standards	and	
searchable by Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs)

Use MeL!
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http://mel.org
What do 

YOU want 
to know?

4 How to start a small business in 
Michigan?

4 How to begin a job search?

4 Where to find help for your 
student?

4 Where to find tax forms?

4 Information about prescription 
drugs?

4 Where to find GED, ACT practice 
tests?

4 Where to research Michigan 
history?

4 Latest research on skin cancer 
treatment?

This service is funded in part by the 
State of Michigan through the Library 

of Michigan. Additional project support 
comes from the Federal Library Services 

and Technology Act (LSTA) via the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).

MeL.org  
has it all!!



Happy New Year!

It seems like just yesterday when we 
began the 2009-2010 year with a first 
day of school celebration assembly in 
the main gym. Our theme for the school 
year has been Highway to Achievement! 
The theme was generated from one 
of my favorite movies Top Gun with 
Tom Cruise. During this assembly that 
highlighted a 40’ aircraft carrier built 
by our stagecraft class, our high school 
students cheered as they viewed the 
academic student highlights from the 
2008-2009 school year. To see students 
cheering for achievement was really a 
telling moment for our students and 
staff here at Mona Shores! Our students 
rank academics as a priority and they 
recognize the value and take pride in 
their work! 

Then on to homecoming week! The 
hustle and bustle of putting on such a 
large community event was heightened 
as Mona Shores School District also 
celebrated its 50th anniversary, as 
well as, ensuring the completion of 
the stadium renovations. Despite the 
rain and windy weather, it was a great 
sight to see Seminole Road lined with 
community members who came out to 
see the parade and enjoy a great tailgate 
meal! Congratulations and thank-you to 
our Student Senate, Assistant Principal 
Walt Gawkowski and Class Advisor 
Nettie Verstraete for all of their extra 
efforts in putting on this amazing week 
of events! We have much to be proud of!

We are now at the midway point of the 
2nd trimester and it’s hard to believe we 
are gearing up for the scheduling season 
for our high school students. Please 
review the Counselors’ Corner article 
for more specific information regarding 
assembly dates and course selection 
form deadlines. This is an exciting 
time for our students as they plan for 
their high school schedule! We will be 
entering the 4th year of the trimester 
schedule and we continue to be able to 
offer many elective opportunities. Those 
schools that are not in this type of 
master schedule are finding they simply 

cannot offer as many courses based on 
the additional graduation requirements 
that began with the Class of 2011.

Thank you once again for your support 
of the past bond election that was 
held in February 2009. As you can 
see from the outside of our building 
the new competition gymnasium 
is underway and the stadium 
renovations are complete. Inside of 
our building our students and staff are 
able to take advantage of the much 
needed improvements in our science 
department with two new chemistry 
rooms, renovations to the anatomy 
and physical science classrooms, as 
well as, a renovated publishing room 
and new music room. Completing 
these classrooms for the student use 
this fall has been remarkable and 

right on schedule! A huge thank you 
to Buck Construction and Hooker 
DeJong Architects. They have been 
instrumental in meeting the demands of 
a quick construction schedule.

We continue to have much to celebrate 
and to look forward to here at the High 
School and would encourage you to 
join us at any of our events that are 
sure to highlight student talents and 
performances! Please note that when 
attending winter sports there will be 
signs directing you into the math and 
science wing and then on to the main 
gym. We thank you in advance for your 
patience! The new gymnasium will be 
complete in the fall of 2010!

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
next event!
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High School

A Message from High School Principal,  
Jennifer Bustard

Advanced Placement Courses  
at Mona Shores High School

One of the academic programs that we are most proud of at Mona Shores High 
School is the Advanced Placement Program. The College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Program (AP) provides motivated and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in 
high school and earn college credit for successful performance on the AP exams. 
Mona Shores High School currently offers a total of 15 courses with related 
exams across 6 subject areas:

Biology Physics Spanish
Microeconomics Chemistry Calculus
Psychology U.S. Government English Literature
European History Statistics English            
English Language/Composition Music Theory World History

Advanced Placement courses allow students to develop study habits, improve 
writing skills, and sharpen their problem-solving techniques as they prepare for 
the rigors of post-secondary education. The research will show that a rigorous 
high school curriculum is the single most important determinant of college 
success. In the 2008-2009 school year, Mona Shores administered 382 AP exams 
to its students. We are proud to say that 81.1% of those students received a score 
of 3 or higher. 

For more information on the Advanced Placement courses offered at the 
high school, visit the high school web page at http://www.monashores.net/
schoolbuildings/highschool. Click on the link to Departments and then to 
Counseling. There you can find another link on the left hand side of the page to 
Advanced Placement (AP) Programs. If you have further questions please feel free 
to contact Walt Gawkowski, Assistant Principal at (231) 780-4711 extension 8494.

What do 
YOU want 
to know?

MeL.org  
has it all!!



High School

Counselors’
Corner

STUDENT SCHEDULING FOR 2010 –  
2011 BEGINS IN JANUARY
Counselors will begin meeting with students in 
scheduling assemblies right after the holiday 
break. Students will be given a copy of their transcript to 
review and then will be instructed to select their classes 
for the next school year. Parents can assist their sons and 
daughters in this process by reviewing their choices, signing 
the course selection sheet, and reminding them to return the 
materials to school on time. Counselors and students will 
meet at the end of the week to review the course selections 
for accuracy before the student enters them online. Each 
student will also have the opportunity to update his/her 
Career Cruising account at that time.

The following scheduling time frame will be followed:

The 8th Grade Parent Night will be scheduled for Monday, 
February 1, 2010 in the High School Auditorium. The high 
school counselors and administrative staff will meet to orient 
the parents to the high school curriculum and scheduling 
process.

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
Paper FAFSA’s are only available through download at the 
Federal Aid web site or by calling 1-800-4-FEDAID. About 
5% of FAFSA’s are now filed by paper with the majority being 
filed on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Both the dependent student 
and parent must apply for a pin number that will serve as an 
electronic signature. This can be done at www.pin.ed.gov. 
Keep this in a safe place. It will be used every year that you 
apply for financial aid. People filing online can first use the 
FAFSA worksheet, which will be available starting in January.

You can call the Financial Aid Office at Baker or Muskegon 
Community College and get help for free on filling out the 
Financial Aid Form. Beware of people who want to charge you 
for this service, or of people who promise to get you Financial 
Aid if you pay them to complete your form. When in doubt, 
call first for advice.

Go to www.FAFSA4caster.ed.gov for an early estimate of 
federal aid eligibility. A pin number is not required and the 
information can transfer directly to your FAFSA.

Additional information is available at www.STUDENTAID.
ED.GOV.

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP
On Monday, January 11, we will have a Financial Aid 
Workshop at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Media Center. A 
financial aid officer from Baker College will be here to go 
over the Financial Aid process and the FAFSA worksheet. 
Any questions that you have concerning the form will be 
discussed.  

DO THE FAFSA
College Goal Sunday: February 14 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
at Muskegon Community College. Get help filling out the 
FAFSA. Bring your family’s completed 2009 tax forms (or 
W2s and 1099s), social security numbers, Driver’s licenses, 
and 2009 untaxed income records to complete the form right 
there.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Community Foundation of Muskegon: offers a number 
of scholarships. Most are for seniors going away to a four-
year school. Some are for students going to a vocational 
or technical program. They do offer a few merit-based 
scholarships worth more money. Last year 26 Mona Shores 
seniors were selected in this program. Financial need is often 
a consideration. Deadline: March 1. The application is now 
online at the Foundation website, www.cffmc.org. Please note 
that applicants must complete the FAFSA by March 1 and 
list the school they plan to attend so that the Financial Aid 
Officer will have the necessary information to complete the 
Financial Information form by the foundation’s deadline. 

Mea Scholarships: Last year 18 $500.00 scholarships were 
awarded based upon leadership, community service, and 
academics. Preference given to children of MEA members. 
Deadline: February 12, 2010.

Sam Walton Community Scholarship: $1,000 scholarship. 
Each Walmart store and Sam’s Club can award two 
scholarships.  Logon to www.walmartfoundation.org for more 
information. 2.5 GPA. Must document financial need. Not a 
Walmart associate. Must access application online. Deadline: 
January 29, 2010.

Michigan Competitive Scholarship: Any senior who 
attained a 23 composite on the ACT is eligible for this 
scholarship. Renewable and worth up to $1,300 per year. 
Must attend a Michigan public college and show financial 
need. You must file the FAFSA, and it must be received by 
March 1, 2010. 

Gerber Foundation Merit Scholarship: At least one $2,000 
scholarship for a Mona Shores senior—six Mona Shores 
students earned these scholarships last year. Maximum 3.7 
GPA in order to target the average to above average student. 
Winners will be selected on basis of overall academic record, 
recommendations, leadership qualities, and involvement 
in curricular, extracurricular, and community activities. 
Preference given to those with little scholarship support. 
Essay and financial statement required. Deadline: February 
28, 2010 to Gerber Foundation (online application required 
at www.gerberfoundation.org).
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Class Assembly Date Course Selection Return Dates

2011 Monday, Jan. 11 Thursday, Jan. 14 & Friday, Jan. 15

2012 Tuesday, Jan. 19 Thursday, Jan. 21 & Friday, Jan. 22

2013 Monday, Jan. 25 Thursday, Jan. 28 & Friday, Jan. 29

2014 Monday, Feb. 1 Thursday, Feb. 4



Taste of  
Mona Shores

american Legion Scholarships: 
American Legion gives a number of  
$500 scholarships to children and 
sometimes grandchildren of Veterans.  
Go to www.michiganlegion.org and  
www.michalaux.org for more information. 

Future Scholarship Notices: We will 
receive scholarships for Muskegon 
Community College and Baker College 
in March and April. When any future 
notices occur, they will be posted in our 
display case, on our website, and on the 
announcements. Seniors will also receive 
notice via email if they have signed up for 
this service.

COLLEGE.GOV
For your students who are unsure 
whether college is for them, a new site is 
offered at www.college.gov. This simply 
worded, engaging website provides 
information about applying to, attending, 
and graduating from college. It features 
first-person accounts of students who 
overcame challenges such as peer 
pressure, lack of family support, and 
financial barriers. A good follow-up is then 
www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov to further 
explore ways of paying for college.

ACT
Junior Registration: The State of Michigan 
will pay for all juniors to take the ACT 
plus Writing test on March 10 during 
the school day. The ACT plus writing 

will be the first phase of the Michigan 
Merit Exam. Juniors will be able to send 
their scores to four colleges that they are 
considering attending. They should give 
this some thought ahead of time because 
they will be asked to give that information 
during a February registration process 
here at the high school. 

PARENT HELPLINE
The Parent Helpline is a program funded 
through the Family Independence Agency. 
It is a resource available to Michigan 
parents who need immediate assistance 
regarding parenting issues. Trained crisis 
workers provide crisis intervention, 
problem solving, information, and referrals 
to parents who wish to explore new ways 
of dealing with the numerous pressures of 
being a parent. Calls to the Helpline are 
free, anonymous, and confidential. The 
toll free number is 1-800-942-4357, and 
it is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
Students needing tutoring can get 
assistance every Tuesday and Thursday 
after school in the Media Center. National 
Honor Society students are available to 
tutor in core subjects from 3:00 – 3:45 
p.m. In addition, there is an after-school 
or before-school schedule for tutoring 
in the core subject areas with teachers. 
Have your student check out these very 
valuable resources!

Segment I consists of 24 hours of classroom instruction and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving instruction. Students must be a 
minimum of 14 years, 8 months by the first class to be eligible to take Segment I. Classes will be offered in April/May and June/
July. Space is limited and openings will be filled on a first come, first serve basis. School reserves the right to cancel a class with 
insufficient enrollment. To register, please provide the following:
• Completed Application, Emergency Card, and Contract
• Certified Copy of Birth Certificate
• $65.00 deposit ($30 non-refundable) Balance of $300 due 30 days before class begins 
• Proof of a Vision Exam (from your own health provider)

Limited openings are available for Segment II in March and June.   
Segment II consists of 6 hours of classroom instruction. Students must have their Level I License for a minimum of 90 days and 
complete 30 hours of driving (2 hours at night) to be eligible to take Segment II. Students must be present in all three 2-hour 
class sessions and pass final exam to receive their certificate (no make-ups). The cost for Segment II is $45.00. A $10 processing 
fee will be applied to any cancellations received before the first day of class. Once class begins, no refunds will be issued. 

Additional information is available on our website at www.monashores.net, under Community Services, or you may reach us by 
telephone at (231) 780-4748.

Driver’s Education

Students interested in taking Driver’s Education may pick up an 
application at the Community Services Office, located in Room 8 
of the Administration Building at 3374 McCracken Street or in 
the High School Media Center.

Spring and Summer Registration
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Mona Shores  
Education Foundation

Announces Annual  
Fundraiser Event

Mark your calendars  
for this Annual Event!  

You won’t want to miss it.  
The next “Taste of Mona 
Shores” Fundraiser will  

be Wednesday, March 24th 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at  

the Mona Lake Boat Club. 
Tickets will go on sale 
in February and can be 

purchased through any MS 
Education Foundation member 

or by contacting Shannon 
Glinski at (231) 571-5508.

Fun, Food, Festivities 
and Fundraising all in 
one delightful night!



Sailor Athletic News

A Message From Athletic Director, 
Ryan Portenga
Another fall sports season is behind us 
and I want to extend my thanks to all 
who put forth the effort into making it 
a success. There were times of triumph 
and moments of disappointment, as 
it seems to be with all things in life, 
and our Sailors are certainly better 
prepared for life beyond high school as 
a result. I am very proud of our athletes’ 
dedication and hard work, certainly a 
reflection of the coaches that lead them, 
and look forward to working with all 
involved with our athletic department as 
we press onward into the winter season. 

The Mona Shores girls’ golf team 
claimed its first-ever state title, taking 
first place over Battle Creek Lakeview 
and Birmingham Seaholm. In every 
tournament our girls competed in – 
sans one – Mona Shores took first place 
and had numerous individual honors. 
Despite fielding only one senior, veteran 
coach John Brainard positioned the 
team appropriately as the competition 
became increasingly tough. Along with 
the state championship, our Sailors 
came away with regional, conference 
and city championships. Additionally, 
the group was recognized as an 
academic all-state team and Brainard 
was awarded the honor of Division II 
Coach of the Year. Brooke Adamczak, 
Hailey Hrynewich, and Morgan Smith 

also were esteemed as all-state golfers. It 
was an amazing season and one that all 
Sailors, young and old, can be proud of!

Our boys soccer season finished third 
in a tough O-K Black division, 11-8 
overall and finished one goal shy of their 
opponent in four contests. Made up of 
nine seniors, Coach Jeremy Leffring’s 
squad had a tremendous amount of 
leadership, landing four players on the 
all-conference team and two on the all-
area squad. A highlight at each match 
was the addition of field lights to the 
complex, something the entire program 
was excited about all season. That added 
bit of energy made each contest extra 
special.  

The cross-country program experienced 
a number of successful team moments 
this fall, falling just short of qualifying 
for the state meet at Michigan 
International Speedway. The staff set 
goals and many of these were attained 
throughout the season, something 
Coaches Heather Hall and John 
Swinburne were very proud of. The 
boys fell short of city and conference 
championship, taking second place in 
each meet, but continually improved 
throughout the season. The girls 
took fourth place at both the city 
and conference meets, but improved 
dramatically in their times and score 

at the regional meet. Their continual 
determination to achieve their goals 
was inspiring. On the individual end, 
Mona Shores’ lone state qualifier this 
season was junior Tim Woodcock, who 
finished 2nd at the regional meet, 74th 
at the state meet, and was the boy’s city 
champion. Despite graduating a number 
of boys, both teams look to have a 
strong 2010 campaign. 

Our football program came within 
one win (5-4) of qualifying for the 
playoffs, which would have been the 
first team to do so in school history. 
Under the leadership of coach Ken 
Rose, the boys experienced a number 
of accomplishments, including that of 
senior Keontre Miskel, who was a first-
team all-state athlete. Each game was 
exciting, despite some uncooperative 
weather, and with the help of a 
massive Sailor sideline cheerleading 
squad, Sailor football was constantly 
in the media and a hot topic around 
Muskegon. A number of team members 
were represented on the all-conference 
squad and things look promising as the 
program moves forward.

The volleyball program experienced a 
bit of a setback from its 2008 stature, 
but rallied in every contest to remain 
another tough West Michigan foe. 
Veteran coach Kyle Kurant put a squad 
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Mona Shores Public Schools turned 50 this year! The anniversary was marked 
with a community celebration during Homecoming. A Commemorative Book was 
created and is available for only $5.00 ($7.00 if mailed) at the Mona Shores 
Community Services Office, 3374 McCracken – Room 8. This book chronicles 
some of our exciting school district history in pictures. Residents, alumni, staff 
and current students will all enjoy this “look through the years”. 

The Mona Shores Education Foundation sponsored the printing of this book and 
all proceeds from the sale will benefit the Foundation, allowing them to continue 
their student scholarships, teacher excellence awards and mini-grants. Please 
consider supporting their efforts by purchasing the commemorative book while 
securing your piece of Mona Shores history.  

Mona Shores Public Schools 
CoMMeMoRAtive Book
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on the floor that did not include a 
single senior, finished fourth in the O-K 
Black, and is poised to make a strong 
run over the next few years that will 
include a number of underclassmen 
with varsity experience. Many lessons 
were learned on the court this fall 
that continuously reminded me why 
we stress the concept of “educational 
athletics” here at Mona Shores. I am 
excited and looking forward to our 
school’s volleyball product over the 
next few years. 

Our girls swimming cooperative 
with Muskegon continues to yield 
tremendous results under the 
direction of coaches Margie Collison 
and Matthew Schuchardt. The team 
was comprised mostly of Sailors and 
sent five girls (Jaclyn Shetterly, Sam 
Kuipers, Emily Brown, Sarah Hunt, 
and Morgan Thompson) to the Division 
I state finals at the Holland Aquatic 
Center. A number of personal records 
and even some cooperative records 
were shattered this season! It was great 
to see such enthusiasm around the 
sport, especially in Holland at the state 
finals, and the coaching staff looks 
to build on this year’s successes as it 
looks towards next year.

Finally, our boys tennis program 
finished a strong second in the O-K 
Black, succumbing only to Forest 
Hills Central in league competition. 
Although the team bowed out of 
MHSAA tournament play at the 
regional level, coach Jeff Bush’s squad 
had successful outcomes against some 
tough West Michigan competition 
throughout the season. The program’s 
efforts both at the high school level and 
in the lower district levels are starting 
to pay off in varsity competition and 
there are many bright days ahead 
for our boys program, which only 
graduates three seniors from this year’s 
team. 

In addition to many great 
performances by our athletic teams, we 
had many individual honors awarded 
as well. Below you will find a list of our 
athletes who were recognized as All-
Conference in their respective sports:

Boy’s Cross Country 
Tim Woodcock, 
Desmond Kolean-Burley  
Jesse Routhier – HM 

Reminder: Please do not arrive prior to 
the designated times as after-school 
activities are in progress. Jogging is 
prohibited indoors. Buildings will be 

closed on school holidays and snow days.

Don’t let the 
inclement weather 
keep you from your 
fitness routine! 
Community members 
are invited to “walk 
the hallways” of our 
school buildings. 
Please use main front 
entrances unless 
otherwise designated. 
Walking is allowed on 
the following days and 
times:

Girl’s Cross-Country   
Hilary Rohlman, Emma Milek – HM 

Boy’s Soccer 
Jordan Tejchma, Andy Aamodt, 
Tyler Hoerle, Trevor Tejchma - HM

Boy’s Tennis 
David Boyer, Coty Bouchard

Volleyball 
Kristina Kitchen, Kendall Sells – HM

Football  
Keontre’ Miskel, Tad Golliver,  
Demar Drayton, Joelmetrius Burrus, 
Raywuan Bell 

Girl’s Golf 
Brooke Adamczak, Hailey Hrynewich, 
Morgan Smith, Britni Gielow, 
Rachel Swartz – HM

Girl’s Swimming  
Jaclyn Shetterly

As the winter sports season unfolds, 
and we enter the third year of the 
new format – where the girls and 
the boys basketball teams share 
gym time and compete in the same 
athletic season – I wanted to update 
the community on how the O-K 
Conference is handling this year’s 
scheduling. On Tuesday evening’s 
one program will play at home and 
the other will play away against 
the same opponent. For instance, 
we might play a crossover contest 
against Grand Rapids Creston where 
each of the boys teams are home 
and all of the girls teams are away. 
On Thursdays, the same format will 
be followed for only our freshman 
and junior varsity squads against 
the school we are playing against on 
Friday, where the girls varsity tips 
off at 6:00 pm and the boys follow 
around 7:30 pm. Next year, the boys 
will tip-off first on these Friday night 
double-headers followed by the girls. 
It is interesting as we move forward 
with this format, but the goal of the 
conference was to get our varsity 
teams playing more contests on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, thus returning 
to a traditional Friday night format 
we are more familiar with.

I look forward to seeing our wonderful 
community represented at the 
upcoming winter events!

Yours in Sailor spirit,
Ryan Portenga

Administration Building 
3374 McCracken 

(Use North Entrance off McCracken) 
Monday-Friday • 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Campbell Elementary 
1355 Greenwich Rd. 

Monday-Thursday • 6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Churchill Elementary 
961 Porter Rd. 

Monday-Thursday • 6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Lincoln Park 
2951 Leon Street 

Monday-Thursday • 6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Ross Park 
121 Randall Rd. 

Monday-Thursday • 6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

*Middle School 
1700 Woodside Rd. 

Monday-Thursday • 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

**High School 
1121 Seminole Rd. 

Monday-Thursday • 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

* In designated areas only due to  
building events

**Some areas not accessible due to 
construction

indoor 
Walking



I got my first glimpse of Yang Xianjiang Senior Middle 

School (there is no “high school”) after a two-hour bus 

ride from Hangzhou to Cixi, located in the northeastern 

part of Zhejiang Province, a few hours southeast of 

Shanghai. The other teachers and I dropped our luggage 

off at our apartment, which was actually a hotel located 

just over a mile away from the school, and walked to the 

facility. (This walk would become increasingly difficult 

as the weeks progressed… considering the distance, the 

one hundred degree heat, and the frequency that we 

made the trip.)

Yang Xianjiang was a famous local educator whose 

methods and popularity achieved national recognition. 

The campus bearing his name – a public school servicing 

roughly 2,500 students – is located on the northwest 

side of Cixi, across a five-lane street from Cixi Union 

Hospital. It spans about five acres and is secured by 

a massive retracting gate (guarded twenty-four hours 

by three school security officers.) The classrooms and 

administration offices are located in the first and most 

visible structure. It is a four-story building, gray with 

rust streaking down its walls at multiple spots, with 

three main academic wings and a central administration 

section complete with department offices and seminar 

rooms. Hallways on all floors are more like outdoor 

patios, missing an exterior wall and guarded by a railing. 

There are no student lockers, no bulletin boards, no 

trophy cases, and no provincial (state) or national 

recognition plaques… items that clog American school 

hallways. There are two courtyards in between the 

different wings, with neatly trimmed bushes and grass 

(the only grass I saw throughout my stay in Cixi). 

Restrooms are on every floor, around every corner, but 

are nothing more than stalls with doors and a hole in 

the ground, for both men and women. There is an old 

library located on the fourth floor of Yang Xianjiang’s 

central hub, dusty and unused, and I noticed right away 

that there was no gym or auditorium attached to this 

central academic area. There were no computer labs and 

science labs were minimally furnished and often unused.

It was hard to imagine that students would spend over 

ten hours of their day packed into their classroom 

within the confines of this massive and seemingly 

unattractive, uninspiring structure. (Students do not 

move from classroom to classroom. Instead, teachers 

prepare in their department office and go to the student, 

moving about the school.)

Our liaison – “Sylvia” – introduced my team (four 

teachers) to the assistant headmaster and worked with 

us in a boardroom, located on the second floor of the 

building, preparing materials, browsing the curriculum, 

and working on the summer term’s schedule. (Other 
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continued on page 23

Mona Shores High School Athletic Director Ryan 

Portenga spent the month of July in Cixi, China 

and the surrounding area sightseeing, teaching 

English and working with local educators in an 

attempt to bridge the gap between Chinese and 

American education. The first part of his four-

part story focuses on the physical differences 

between Chinese and American schools. 

A Month In ChInA



Middle School

8th Grade  
High School  
visitation

Middle School
Calendar of Events
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JANUARY:
4 School Resumes  
6 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
9 & 10 MSBOA Honors Band and Orchestra
13 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
18 Martin Luther King Day – No School
20 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
22 Half-Day, School Dismissal at 10:55 a.m. 
 Records Day
25 8th Grade Scheduling Assembly, Morning, M.S. Auditorium
27 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
28 8th Grade Scheduling in Classrooms All Day

FEBRUARY:
1 8th Grade Parent Night at M.S.H.S. Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
3 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
10 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
        Count Day 
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
11       Orchestra Retreat,  
 (Cadet & Philharmonic Orchestra), 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.
12-15 No School/Mid-Winter Break
17  Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
18 Ski Club, Cannonsburg (Make-up date)
24 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
25 Orchestra Festival @ MSHS
26 Sailor Celebration, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 Band Festival @ MSHS – 7th & 8th grades
28 Middle & High School Choir Concert  
 Frauenthal Theatre, 2:00 p.m.

MARCH:
3 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
4 8th Grade Visitation to High School
6 Destination Imagination Regional Tournament – MSHS
10 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
    Conferences, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. (by invitation)
15-19 Book Fair in the Media Center, 7:40 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
17 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
24 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.  
      Records Day
26 End of 3rd Marking Period
31  Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.

APRIL:
2 Half-day of School, Dismissal at 10:55 a.m.
5-9 No School/Spring Break
12 School Resumes

The High School has invited the Class of 2014 
(the current 8th grade) to visit the building 
on Thursday, March 4, 2010. Both the High 
School staff and students are planning specific 
activities and presentations. The visitation 
is one of multiple activities provided to ease 
student transition between the two buildings.

Additional information will be mailed to 
you from the Middle School. For questions, 
comments, or concerns, please contact one 
of the Middle School Counselors for more 
information: Faith Opiela at (231) 759-8506, 
extension 8595 or Carol Mogdis at extension 
8594.

Your student’s first day of High School is right 
around the corner and will be here sooner 
than you think. Your 8th grader will have 
many important decisions to make regarding 
the high school curriculum. Educational 
Development Plans, Four Year Plans, and 
placement testing will keep your 8th grader 
busy during the winter months.

Want a glimpse of what’s in store for your 
future high school student? Both you and 
your student are invited to attend the 8th 
Grade Parent Night in the High School 
Auditorium on Monday, February 1, 2010 at 
7:00 p.m. If your student took one or more 
placement tests, please plan to arrive by 6:45 
p.m. in order to have sufficient time to collect 
your student’s class placement(s) results.

Parent night is an opportune time to have 
your questions answered and will assist you 
and your student in making the smooth 
transition from Middle School to High School.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
one of the High School Counselors for more 
information: Stacie Meyers, (231) 780-4711, 
extension 8452, Danielle Smith-Walker, 
extension 8456 or Sue Zack at extension 
8454.

8th Grade 
Students Prepare  
For High School

A Month In ChInA
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Elementary Schools

Lincoln Park

Ross Park

A familiar scene at Ross Park Elementary- 
parents volunteering their time to listen 
to students read. Here parent volunteer 
Shannon Hodges reads with student  
Ethan Vitek.

RoSS PARk  
VoLuntEER REAdERS

As part of their Native American studies, 
students in Mr. Lans’ third grade class were 
instructed to build a model of a typical Native 
American home. Wigwams were generally 
used by the tribes of the Three Fires, while 
the Huron Tribe normally lived in Longhouses. 

Students were encouraged to use items that 
they found in nature. Birchbark was among 
one of the popular items used by the tribes. 

LInCoLn PARk nAtIVE  
AMERICAn Study

Students in Mrs. Leenhout’s First Grade 
classroom at Ross Park enjoy a Thanksgiving 
Feast complete with turkey, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, sweet potatoes and 
pumpkin pie. The students performed several 
skits for their parents, grandparents and special 
guests prior to the big meal.

RoSS PARk tHAnkSgIVIng 
FEASt & FEStIVItIES
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A familiar scene at Ross Park Elementary- 
parents volunteering their time to listen 
to students read. Here parent volunteer 
Shannon Hodges reads with student  
Ethan Vitek.

RoSS PARk  
VoLuntEER REAdERS

LInCoLn PARk nAtIVE  
AMERICAn Study

Churchill

These students are the October Rock Star winners 
of lunches donated by Texas Roadhouse.

CHuRCHILL RoCk StARS

A ride in a limousine with Mr. Platt awaited the 
winners of the fall fundraiser.

CHuRCHILL FundRAISER 
WInnERS

On Tuesday, December 1, Campbell 
Elementary hosted their very first “Family 
Math Night”. It was an event that offered 
strategies to use at home. There were 
three centers run by staff members. Each 
group of families rotated centers and 
was offered the opportunity to try the 
strategy being offered.  There were light 
snacks available as well as each family that 
attended received a “Homemade” goody 
bag full of math games and suggestions. It 
was an hour of family fun. 

Campbell

The first grade classes at Campbell performed their annual 
Thanksgiving Reader’s Theater for their families. Each student 
had a very special part in their class production. Some of the 
roles that students played were: the Thanksgiving Turkey, 
Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Pumpkin Pie, 
Narrators, and the Family that attended the meal. This 
Reader’s Theater is a great way for us to practice and share 
our awesome reading skills!

CAMPBELL FAMILy  
MAtH nIgHt

CAMPBELL tHAnkSgIVIng 
REAdER’S tHEAtER



What’s all the buzz about the new 
netbooks? You’ve probably seen these 
advertised a lot lately, maybe you even 
know somebody who has one. If you’re 
in the market for a new computer, and 
have seen the great prices on these new 
products, you may have considered buying 
one yourself. Here’s what you should know 
first!

Netbooks are great – as long as you 
know what you’re buying. First and 
foremost, you probably shouldn’t expect 
a netbook to be a perfect replacement 
for your home desktop computer or even 
a replacement for a more traditional 
notebook/laptop. Netbooks are a niche 
product for the most part, they’re 
designed to compliment your main 
computer, not replace it. Here’s a list of 
some of the compromises you make when 
you buy a netbook and their implications:

1. Netbooks do not include optical drives 
(CD/DVD drives). This means you’d 
better be fairly computer savvy (or at 
least have a close friend or relative 
who is) if you want to get along with 
one. When you want to install a new 
application, for instance, you’re going 
to have to be a little creative. We’re all 
used to going to the store and buying 
software on a CD or DVD. You can still 
do that, but then you’ll need to figure 
out how to get that CD connected to 
your netbook. This can be done easily 
by attaching an external CD drive to 
the netbook’s USB port. Of course, 
most people don’t have an external CD 

drive! My preferred method of installing 
software is for you to join us here in 
the new millennium and start buying 
your software online. Did you know 
you can buy and download almost any 
software package these days? Even the 
new operating system, Windows 7, is 
available as a download! Downloading 
your software directly to the netbook 
obviates the need for an optical drive. 

2. Netbooks do not include optical 
drives (CD/DVD drives). Wait a 
minute; didn’t we already cover 
this one? Yes, but there’s another 
aspect to not having an optical drive 
you can’t pop a DVD in for the kids 
to watch on that next long car trip! 
Never fear – it is possible to get your 
movies onto the hard drive of the 
netbook. Remember the statement 
about buying online... Once you have, 
you’ll find that your netbook is a great 
portable movie-watching device!

3. Netbooks are designed to be CHEAP. 
That means you won’t have access to 
the fastest processors, you won’t be 
able to install nearly as much RAM 
(memory), and you won’t be able to buy 
them with huge hard drives. All that 
adds up to having a significantly slower 
computing experience than a new laptop 
or desktop would provide, and you won’t 
have as much room for your music, 
photo, and movie collections. I wouldn’t 
call this a deal breaker. Performance is 
going to be fine for the majority of what 

you’re going to want to do 
with your netbook. Your 
main media collections 
will probably be stored 
on another computer 
somewhere, you’ll just 
keep enough on the 
netbook to meet your 
immediate needs.

4. Screens (obviously) 
are going to be much 
smaller than what 
you’re used to. If you’re 
considering buying one 
of these as a gift for 
someone, you may want 
to consider this. How’s 
their eyesight?

5. Another obvious one - the keyboard will 
be somewhat smaller than what’s found 
on a full size laptop. I find that I’m still 
able to type pretty well on them, but I 
wouldn’t want to have to type a term 
paper on one, and I don’t expect to be 
able to type quite as proficiently as I 
usually do.

Now for the list of positives:

1. They’re small. So small, they can 
be put in a purse or a soft folder. 
Traditional laptops can be cumbersome 
and heavy to lug around. With a 
netbook, size and weight are no longer 
concerns. 

2. They’re cheap. Prices range on average 
from $300 on up to about $500. You 
can actually pay a lot more for one if you 
want all the bells and whistles but you 
can purchase a very capable laptop for 
$600.

OK, back to our question – should you buy 
a netbook? The best way to make that 
decision is to check out a friend’s netbook 
or stop at a local store and check one out. 
Refer to the points above and then make 
your decision on the ones that concern 
you the most. If at all possible, borrow a 
netbook for a couple hours or days and 
see if it’s right for you. Good luck and 
Happy New Year! 

Lane White Jr.
Director of Technology

Some information reprinted with 
permission from Ben Eggenberger,  
GIRESD Technology Manager

We can now accept online payments to your child’s 

hot lunch account through a secure web portal. 

To use the system, you must have a current E-Link 

account. If you do not have an E-Link account, 

please contact Sandy Piper at (231) 780-4751, 

extension 8269. 

The E-Link system allows you to view your child’s 

lunch account information online, including the 

account balance, what your child is eating and also 

allows you to make electronic deposits.

Online Payment Now Available 

For Lunch Accounts!

Technology News
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2010-11 Mona Shores Preschool
open registration begins on March 29, 2010  
and will continue until classes are full. 
The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program will provide a positive, 
safe, nurturing environment that will promote physical, intellectual, 
social and emotional growth. 

We offer three and four-year old programs at two locations, Administration Building and Ross Park 
Elementary. Both locations offer morning and afternoon classes. Also a popular new option that was 
introduced in 2009 is a PreK Class that meets five days per week at Ross Park in the mornings. 

Our teaching staff is selected by considering academic qualifications, experience and the desire 
to teach and work with preschool age children. All teachers have a bachelor’s degree with 
elementary certification and additional credits in early childhood education.

How to Register  To request an enrollment package, please call (231) 780-4748 or visit our 
website at http://www.monashores.net/districtoffices/Community_Services/Preschool/. The 
Preschool office is located in Room 8 of the Administration Building at 3374 McCracken Street in 
Norton Shores, MI 49441. Registration begins on March 29, 2010, and will continue until classes are full. A 
non-refundable registration fee with one-month’s tuition as a deposit is required at the time of registration.  
Students that are currently enrolled in our three-year-old program will automatically receive a four-year-old 
enrollment package during closed enrollment period. 
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Mona Shores’ students lined up Thursday, December 3rd, for the 
District’s H1N1 vaccine clinic, which was held in the Fine Arts Center 
at the High School. Within just four hours, close to 700 students 
were vaccinated throughout the school day. Elementary and Middle 
School students were transported by district busses to the high school 
where they were able to receive their vaccination. Over 30 nurses 
and support personnel from the Medical Reserve Corps for Volunteer 
Muskegon assisted the Muskegon County Health Department with the 
inoculation of students. 

Once students arrived at the clinic, they moved through several 
stations. First they received their parent permission slips, and then 
were seen by a nurse, who reviewed their paperwork and quickly 
administered the shot. At the 
end, students were provided 
educational material about 
the vaccine before getting 
back on the bus or returning 
to class. All of this was 
completed within a few short 
minutes. Student vaccination 
data was entered into the 
State of Michigan tracking 
system for immunizations 
administered to children.

Students were eager to get their sucker and pencil as they exited the 
clinic. Many students were heard yelling to their friends still in line, 
“It didn’t hurt!” This day was a great day of the culmination of a 
district and community-wide effort to ensure the health and safety of 
the students in Mona Shores Public Schools. (Photos courtesy of HS 
Teacher Warren Kent III.) 

“It Didn’t Hurt!”
H1N1 Clinic Held at Mona Shores



FINANCIALS
The district recently received final audited figures for the General 
Operations Fund.  The following details these financial results for 
the school year ending June 30, 2009:

Beginning Fund Equity  $5,240,815
  
Revenues  
     Local Sources $      7,013,880 
     State Sources 23,380,012 
     Federal Sources             2,634,550 
TOTAL Revenues $    33,264,100 
  
Expenditures  
     Instruction $    19,885,334 
     Instructional Support Services 3,407,976 
     Non-instructional Support Services 4,188,136 
     Operations and Transportation 4,252,848 
     Community Services 51,486 
     Outgoing Transfer & Other 427,936 
     Debt Service 12,920 
     Interfund Transfers Out             771,612 
TOTAL Expenditures $    32,998,248 
  
Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures       265,852
   
Ending Fund Equity  $    5,506,667

The ending Fund Equity figure of $5.5 million represents 16.69% 
of Expenditures for 2008-2009.  The current year (2009-2010) 
budget assumes the use of over $2,000,000 of this fund equity to 
be allocated for the general operations of the district.  In addition, 
the district will utilize the balance of the fund equity during 2009-
2010 in order to meet its day-to-day cash flow requirements.  

The three pie charts are included to give a visual picture of where 
the district gets its resources and how they are allocated. The 
“Function” chart represents where the money was spent (Direct 
Instruction: money spent in the classroom, Instructional 
Support: counselors, teacher consultants, social workers and 
media specialists, Non-Instructional Support: principal’s office, 
business office, superintendent’s office, technology, Board of 
Education and other administrative expenses) and the “Object” 
chart shows more specifically what was purchased.  As you can 
see, 84.6% of our resources are spent on personnel related costs.  

For additional financial information, including current budgets 
and the full audit report, please visit our business office website 
at http://www.monashores.net/districtoffices/Business.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact Mike Schluentz, 
Director of Finance by email at schluenm@monashores.net or by 
phone at (231) 780-4751, extension 8209.

 

2008-2009 Audit Update

State: 70.3%

Federal: 7.9%

2008-2009 General Fund Revenues By Source

Local: 21.1%

Other: 0.7%

Direct Instruction: 
60.3%

Instructional 
Support: 10.3%

2008-2009 General Fund Expenditures By Function

Non-Instructional 
Support: 

12.7%

Operations & 
Transportation:

12.9%

Community Serv.: 0.2%

Outgoing Transfers: 1.3%

Building Improvement 
Service: 0.0%

Interfund Transfers: 2.3%

Salaries: 57.7%

Benefits: 26.9%

2008-2009 General Fund Expenditures By Object

Purchased 
Services: 4.8%

Supplies: 5.9%

Capital Outlay: 0.7%
Miscellaneous: 0.1%
Transfers: 3.8%
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2010 School Calendar of Events
12/23-1/1 Holiday Break – No School 

4 School Resumes 

11 Class of 2011 Scheduling Assembly  High School Auditorium 
 College Bound Financial Aid Parent Meeting High School Media Center – 7:00 pm

15-16 Allegretto Notte High School Auditorium 

18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School 

19 Class of 2012 Scheduling Assembly High School Auditorium

22 Records Day - Half Day Grades 1-8 AM & PM Kindergarten attends w/subs 
 Churchill Winter Family Social Churchill 6:30-8:00 pm

25 Class of 2013 Scheduling Assembly  High School Auditorium

26 High School Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 pm

28 High School Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 pm

29 Half Day Grades 9-12 Dismiss 10:40 am

31 Winter Band Concert High School Auditorium – 2:00 pm

1 Class of 2014 Scheduling Assembly  Middle School Auditorium – 8:00 am 
 8th Grade Parent Night High School Auditorium – 7:00 pm

2 Churchill Kindergarten Round Up 6:00 pm (Pre-registration Required)

5-6 Orchestra Camp High School Auditorium

9 Lincoln Park Kindergarten Round Up 6:00 pm (Pre-registration Required)

10 Second Student Count Day 

12-15 Mid-Winter Break – No School 

16 Ross Park Kindergarten Round Up 6:30 pm (Pre-registration Required)

17 Campbell Kindergarten Round Up 6:00 pm (Pre-registration Required)

25 Orchestra Festival High School Auditorium

26 Sailor Celebration Middle School – 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Lincoln Park Father/Daughter Dance Lincoln Park – 7:00-9:00 pm

28 Middle & High School Choir Concert Frauenthal Theater – 2:00 pm

3 High School 0 Hour and 1st Hour Exams 

4 Half Day Grades 9-12 - 2nd & 3rd Hour Exams Dismiss at 10:40 am 
 8th Grade Visitation to HS 

5 Half Day Grades 9-12 – 4th & 5th Hour Exams End of 2nd Trimester–Dismiss 10:40 am

6 Destination Imagination Regional Tournament Mona Shores High School 

8 Late Half Day Grades 9-12 (Delayed Start) School in session 11:50 am – 2:50 pm

9 Half Day Grades 9-12 NOTE:  Dismiss @ 12:15 pm

9, 10 High School ACT/MME Testing  

10 Parent Teacher Conferences (by invitation) Middle School – 4:00-7:00 pm

13 Collage Concert (Band, Choir & Orchestra) High School Auditorium – 7:30 pm

15-19 Middle & High School Book Fair Middle/High School Media Centers

23 Evening of Theater  High School Dance Room – 7:00 pm

25-27 Allegros Musical – ‘Beauty and the Beast’ High School Auditorium – 7:30 pm

26 Band Festival – Grades 7 & 8 High School Auditorium

2 Half Day Grades K-12 and Preschool Good Friday

5-9 Spring Break – No School K-12 and Preschool 
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The Lighthouse View is published three times per 
year by Mona Shores Community Services.  Inquiries 
should contact Renee Doan at (231) 780-4748 or 

email at doanr@monashores.net. Visit Mona Shores 
on the web at www.monashores.net. 

The

January 11 .............Comb. Wk./Reg. Mtg.- Admin. Building 
February 1 .............Work Session - Admin. Building
February 8 .............Regular Meeting - Admin. Building 
March 1 .................Work Session - Ross Park Elementary
March 8 .................Regular Meeting - Admin. Building
April 19 ..................Comb. Wk./Reg. Mtg. - 
 Lincoln Park Elementary

2010 Meeting
Schedule

The Board of Education generally 
meets on the first and second  

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

teachers from around the globe worked with 
us in Cixi, but worked at different schools.) 
Each teacher would work with two classes, with 
between fifty and sixty students in each class, 
for a period of three hours each. We would not 
get weekends off and were expected to conduct 
three individual hour-long sessions of casual 
English-speaking sessions at night and three 
seminars on American colleges throughout our 
time at Yang Xianjiang. A twelve-hour day would 
not be uncommon, according to the developed 
schedules, and most of our meals would be in 
the school cafeteria (we viewed the cafeteria 
and the gymnasium following our administration 
meeting, both in bad physical shape). Altogether, 
there were over seventy classrooms in the facility 
and I was assigned to Grade 2, Rooms 401 and 
403, to work with 58 and 43 seventeen and 
eighteen-year old students, respectively.

It is amazing to think about the physical 
conditions I was introduced to in my first glimpse 
of Yang Xianjiang Senior Middle School and those 
I came to know over the course of the few weeks 
I taught. Comparatively, our district’s structural 
design, physical confines, and technological 
assets dwarf those I knew in Cixi, especially 
with our new resources made possible through 
our bond renewal project. Yet, the “inadequacy” 
of our educational surroundings in China was 
only noticeable to waigoren (foreigners). My 
students’ zest to learn was intoxicating and their 
friendliness, along with the camaraderie shared 
with many of the Chinese our group came to 
know, has greatly influenced the way I presently 
view our world. For the duration of my teaching 
experience, I came to know an amazingly 
dedicated and disciplined society, eager to 
improve, and steadily unified under the national 
educational progressive movement.

In future issues of the Lighthouse View, 
Portenga will discuss Yang Xianjiang’s 
curriculum, instructional methods, and daily 
schedule. Email him at portengr@monashores.
net if you have questions or comments.

continued from page 12

A Month In ChInA
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