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Welcome Back  
Students & Faculty

As we begin another school year, please review this issue 
of the Lighthouse View for important information about 
class times, food service programs, school pictures, 
orientation dates, drivers education, enrichment classes 
and much more! Also, bus routes will be available on our 
website during the last week of August.

School Begins  

Tuesday,
September 8th!

For further information, please contact  Mona Shores Community Services at  (231) 780-4748 or visit www.monashores.netShuttle Bus from the K-Mart Parking Lot!

Mona Shores Holiday  Arts & Crafts Show

Over  
160 Booths! 
Breakfast,  

Lunch & Snacks 
Available

Admission  
Only $1.00

Saturday, November 7, 20099:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.Mona Shores High SchoolMain & Auxiliary Gyms and Cafeteria1121 W. Seminole Road in Norton Shores



Hello everyone! Summer is winding 
down and we’ll soon be starting the new 
(2009/10) school year ahead. The first 
day for staff is Wednesday, September 
2nd, with students reporting a week later 
on Tuesday, September 8th. Both dates 
are rapidly approaching and before you 
know it, we’ll be sharing the road again 
with bus drivers picking up, and dropping 
off students. Well-laid district plans for 
a smooth start-up are falling nicely into 
place, and it should be a great school year 
for all!

Happy Birthday Mona Shores: 
I shared in the January and April issues 
of the Lighthouse View that 2009 is a 
very special year for our school district. 
That’s because we’re celebrating our 
50th Birthday this fall. Mona Shores 
Public Schools was created 50 years ago 
in 1959 when area residents approved 
the merger of five separate K-8 school 
districts into one K-12 district. This 
occurred on September 14, 1959 when 
residents in the Campbell-Maple Grove, 
Churchill, Hile, Lincoln, and Mona 
Beach school districts voted to approve 
this move. Since all five school districts 
shared Mona Lake as a common border, 
Lincoln Superintendent Bill Luyendyk 
suggested the new K-12 district be named 
“Mona Shores” Public Schools. This 
consolidation successfully linked together 
five separate neighborhood school 
communities into a single unified one. 
The district built an impressive academic 
reputation over the past 50 years, and 
has effectively met the ever-changing 
education needs of the Norton Shores-
Roosevelt Park area during this time. 
Now it’s time to celebrate the successes 
of the past five decades by joining us 
at Homecoming on October 9, 2009 to 
celebrate the district’s 50th birthday. 
Please look for further details about our 
“50th Birthday Party Celebration” in the 
weeks ahead!

Academic Excellence Continues:
Once again, recently released high 
school test scores rank Mona Shores as 
one of the finest high schools in West 
Michigan. That’s because our students, 
staff, parents, Board of Education, and 

A Message from the Superintendent

Another New School Year Is About To Begin! 

Let’s look at the exciting year ahead.
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community-at-large never lose sight of 
the high expectations needed to succeed 
in the ever-increasing competitive world 
extending beyond the classroom. Our 
juniors posted some of the highest test 
scores in the area this spring, while 
our seniors captured another long list 
of prestigious honors, awards, and 
achievements. As I’ve shared in previous 
editions of the Lighthouse View, hardly 
a week goes by without some student 
or school group being recognized in 
the Chronicle for their outstanding 
achievements. Both our students and 
staff deserve to be acknowledged for their 
outstanding classroom efforts every day.

Construction/Capital Fund Update:
I hope you had a chance to read the 
Special Edition of the Lighthouse View 
mailed out earlier this summer (June). 
It provided a construction update to 
residents throughout the school district. 
For those regularly driving down 
Seminole Road, you’ve seen plenty of 
action at our High School this summer. 
Bulldozers, cement trucks, and a host 
of other construction vehicles are 
visible every day. This is all a result of 
the community’s generous support to 
modernize our school district facilities. 
This summer, new and remodeled 
high school classrooms and upgraded 
outside facilities are the primary focus of 
attention. Middle School improvements 
will begin a year from now. All of these 
improvements are being funded with 
bond and sinking fund dollars approved 
by the community in 2005 and 2009. 
These capital improvements will do much 
to insure that Mona Shores remains “the 
school district of choice” in Muskegon 
County for years to come.  

Operating/General Fund Problems Persist: 
Like all school districts in Michigan, Mona 
Shores continues to experience General 
Fund (GF) Budget problems. First and 
foremost, Michigan’s struggling economy 
resulted in hefty state funding reductions 
for school districts this year. This 
scenario is likely to continue in the year 
ahead. Couple this loss with lower district 
enrollments and you have a perfect 
formula for declining revenue. The Board 

responded to this year’s loss of revenue 
by approving another $1.2 million in cuts. 
This is the 8th straight year the Board has 
made significant budget reductions. The 
Board also approved using up to $1 million 
of declining fund equity savings to balance 
this year’s 2009/10 GF Budget. This is the 
sixth time in the last eight years the Board 
has been forced to do so. Unfortunately, 
current district projections call for even 
higher budget deficits ahead. As a result, 
barring new sources of revenue, the Board 
and Administration will have little choice 
but to continue making budget cuts in 
next year and beyond. 

Please feel free to contact Board members 
and school district leaders if you have 
questions and/or comments about district 
fiscal matters. Your input is always 
welcome. You’re also encouraged to attend 
monthly school board meetings. Doing so 
will allow you to provide valuable resident 
input. If you can’t attend, you can find 
board meeting minutes on the District’s 
website at www.monashores.net.

November Ballot Issues: 
This fall the district will hold its Annual 
School Election. Two board seats and one 
proposal will be on the ballot. Veteran 
school board member Dave Kitchen 
announced earlier this spring he would 
not seek re-election, while fellow school 
board member Jeanne Cooper-Kuiper is 
seeking re-election as an incumbent. The 
district is also seeking a 5-year renewal 
of its Non-Homestead Millage. Approval 
of this millage will not affect residential 
homeowners. It simply renews the 18-
mill levy on commercial and industrial 
property in the school district.

In closing, please accept my invitation 
to visit our schools this year. In doing 
so, you’ll see first-hand the outstanding 
students and staff members I allude to in 
every Lighthouse View. I hope to see you 
soon in one of our buildings! 

Enjoy the rest of your summer everyone! 

Respectfully,

Mr. Terry L. Babbitt
Superintendent of Schools
231-780-4751, extension 8205



Another New School Year Is About To Begin! 

Let’s look at the exciting year ahead.
There will be no increase in prices for the 2009-
2010 school year so they will remain as follows:
Breakfast (all buildings) .....$1.85 per day/$9.25 per week
Breakfast (reduced price) ...30¢ per day/$1.50 per week
Lunch (elementary) ...........$2.55 per day/$12.75 per week
Lunch (secondary) .............$2.80 per day/$14.00 per week
Lunch (reduced price) .......40¢ per day/$2.00 per week
Milk (all buildings) .............45¢ per day
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The Mona Shores Public School Food Service Program will be up 
and running in all buildings beginning the first day of school.

School Breakfast & Lunch Program

A Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family Application 
must be filled out each year. Students that had a lunch 
program status of free or reduced at the end of the 2008-
09 school year will remain at that status until a new 
application has been received or by October 16, 2009, 
whichever occurs first. This allows time to process the 
applications. On October 16th, students that have not 
completed a new application will be returned to full pay 
status. Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family 
Application forms will be sent home prior to or on the 
first day of school, or you may print a copy from the 
school website at www.monashores.net under the School 
Operations Department. ONLY ONE COMPLETED FORM 
IS REQUIRED PER FAMILY. Please be sure to list ALL 
members living in the household.

Debit System Speeds Lunch Lines!
Parents deposit money into their student’s account, the 
student goes through the lunch line, their student ID card 
is scanned and the price of the lunch is deducted from 
the student’s account. Prepays may be made prior to the 
beginning of the school year by depositing money in the 
individual building offices. This is highly recommended 
to avoid the “rush” at the beginning of the year, and to 
ensure that there is money in your student’s account so 
they will be able to eat breakfast and/or lunch. 

To make a deposit to your student’s lunch account, please 
send your deposit in an envelope with your student’s 
name, ID number, and amount of payment written on it. 
We advise you to make your payments by check, in the 
event a payment is misplaced or lost; it is much easier to 
track a check. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE A 
$25.00 CHARGE FOR ALL RETURNED CHECKS!

Also available to you on our website is Parentlink, which 
allows you to view your student’s lunch balance and 
history online. If you are interested in having access to 
this service, please contact Sandy at (231) 780-4751, 
extension 8269 to receive your login and password.

During the month of July, interviews 
were held for the Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. My name is 
Camille Gabris, (former HS Assistant Principal) and I 
am absolutely thrilled and honored to have been chosen 
to fill this role at Mona Shores Public Schools. I look 
forward to my new role and the solid foundation already 
in place in this important area. Below is a brief summary 
of the professional development that took place over the 
summer. 

Teachers throughout the district spent many hours 
during the summer working on curriculum projects and 
preparing for the 2009-2010 school year. The main focus 
in the elementary buildings was in the area of English 
Language Arts (ELA), with writing as the focal point. 
Lower elementary teachers were trained in Handwriting 
Without Tears, the hands-on curriculum for handwriting 
success. Teachers also completed training in the 
Lucy Calkins Writing Program, which will be utilized 
throughout the district in the elementary buildings. 

Middle school and high school teachers completed much 
core area curriculum work in ELA, Mathematics, Science 
and Social Studies. Articulation between the high school 
and middle school teachers resulted in the realignment 
of middle school honors courses. High school teachers 
continued to refine Advanced Placement (AP) courses 

Office of Curriculum,  
Instruction & Assessment

Curriculum
Corner

continued on page 6



High School

We are excited to be entering our 
2009-2010 school year! We hope your 
summer has been filled with family 
fun! Our high school campus has been 
undergoing construction throughout 
the summer and it is exciting to see 
the transformation. The classroom 
renovations are on schedule to be 
completed by the start of the school 
year and the stadium renovations are 
on target to be completed in October. 
I am also pleased to share that we just 
completed our second year of summer 
school. Many students took advantage 
of a credit enhancement and credit 
recovery opportunity! 

I look forward to another school year 
and together I am confidant that we 
will continue our strong traditions and 
work hard to provide the best learning 
opportunities for all of our students.

Thank you for your support, 
commitment, and dedication to Mona 
Shores. If you have any questions or 
comments please contact me at (231) 
780-4711, extension 8499, or by e-mail 
at bustardj@monashores.net.  
Go Sailors!

Student Registration  
Begins August 27th
The 12th annual High School Student 
Registration Week will begin Thursday, 
August 27, 2009.

Students will have the opportunity to:
•	 Receive	class	schedules,	textbooks	

and obtain computer passwords
•	 Receive	locker	assignments	and	

locker combinations
•	 Receive	“Free/Reduced”	Hot	Lunch	

and Student Insurance Applications
•	 Receive	Choir/Orchestra	uniform(s)	

as applicable
•	 Order	2009/2010	Yearbooks
•	 Receive	New	or	Replacement	

Student ID Cards (Free to 9th/11th 
and new students or $4.00 charge 
for replacement). If you need a 
replacement ID, call (231) 780-4711 
ext. 8351 by August 14, 2009. We will 
have your ID ready when you arrive. 
Please bring your $4.00 replacement 
fee with you.

•	 Purchase	Sports	Passes
•	 Have	Student	Pictures	Taken
•	 Return	Emergency	Contact	Forms
•	 Return	Electronic	Communication	

Device (ECD) Permission Form

•	 Return	Computer	Acceptable	Use	
Policy Forms

•	 Register	Vehicles	and	Purchase	
Parking Tags ($15 fee)

Students, during their designated 
registration time, may “drop in” when 
convenient. However, they should not 
arrive any later than 30 minutes prior 
to the designated closing time.

A student information packet was 
mailed August 14th. Please contact us 
at (231) 780-4711 ext. 8498 if you have 
not received yours by August 17th. 
(Leave your name, address, and phone 
number if calling after office hours).

Please keep the following dates open 
and feel free to accompany your son 
or daughter. (Note: We are offering 
freshman time slots on all three 
days.)

Thursday, August 27
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshman (Last names A-I) and Seniors
1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. - Seniors and Juniors

Friday, August 28
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshmen (J-Q) and Juniors 
1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. - Sophomores 

Monday, August 31
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshman (R-Z) and open 

Academic Booster Club
ABC invites all Mona Shores families 
and faculty to join and participate 
in this club that promotes academic 
excellence. ABC recognitions include: 
academic certificates, pins, Argonaut 
cards (which offer discounts at 

A Message from High School Principal,  
Jennifer Bustard

continued on next page

The following are tips to help all of our parents and students get off to a 
successful school year:

TIP  Each year we provide our students with a Student Agenda Book that not 
only serves as a day planner, but also includes our school policies and 
procedures. We encourage you to review the Book with your student. 
Please pay close attention to attendance and tardy policies as the 
number of days and tardies reflect the trimester schedule. The 
information you find is helpful and will answer questions you may have 
about school process. The Book also provides our school calendar and 
directions to away event locations. 

TIP Please take time to review your student’s academic progress and 
attendance utilizing our Parent Internet Viewer. Administratively, we 
realize the Parent Viewer is not updated daily but the information you 
see may be reason to make inquiry with the appropriate staff member to 
discuss your student’s progress.

HELPFUL TIPS
for Parents and Students
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Please note that due to the 
construction for the 2009-2010 

school year, Seniors and staff will park 
in west lot, Juniors and staff will park 
in east lot and Sophomores will park in 

the soccer lot on Seminole Road.



local retailers and restaurants) and 
Academic Recognition Day each 
trimester. We also offer scholarships 
to seniors based on the success of 
our fundraisers and membership 
support. Look for our pamphlet in 
your fall registration packets and 
please consider joining this wonderful, 
academic-based club. 

Are You Planning to Drop Off Your 
Student at the High School?
If so, please use the front circle drive 
or the east parking lot. The time you 
save by not being “trapped” in the west 
lot will be your own! Avoid frustration, 
congestion, and delays by using these 
drop-off locations.

Parents on Campus
Schools need involved parents. At Mona 
Shores High School, we encourage 
your involvement in our Parents on 
Campus program. Volunteer your help 

for as little or as much time as you 
have available. This is a great benefit to 
parents and the school. Both gain a new 
sense of appreciation for the other and 
the extra help allows us to accomplish 
tasks that we might not be able to do.
 
We would like to thank Kelli Kuipers 
who will be our Parents on Campus 
Volunteer Coordinator for the 2009-
2010 school year. Please call Janice 
Hall at (231) 780-4711, extension 8498 
if you are interested in assisting.

Open House
Please join us for the Fall High School 
Open House scheduled for Wednesday 
September 1, 2009. You will have 
an opportunity to meet your son/
daughter’s teachers and become 
familiar with their schedule and 
school. Specific information is in your 
registration packet and on our high 
school web page.continued on next page

continued from previous page
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Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences
Our Parent-Teacher Conferences 
are scheduled by appointment. 
The 2009-2010 dates for this 
years’ 1st Trimester Conferences 
are October 13 &15 (5:00-8:30 
pm), 2nd trimester dates are 
January 26 & 28 (5:00-8:30 pm) 
and 3rd trimester date is April 
29th (5:00-8:30 pm). Specific 
information will be mailed to you 
at a later date.

New Student Registration 
If you are a new student to Mona 
Shores High School, please 
stop in the Counseling Office to 
complete a registration packet 
and make an appointment to 
meet with a counselor. For further 
information, please call Karen 
Crawford at (231) 780-4711, 
extension 8453.

State of Michigan’s Driver Education division implemented dramatic 
changes during 2009. All programs are State certified, instructors must 
maintain individual certification and a new curriculum was implemented. 
The use of this standard statewide curriculum will ensure consistency in the driver 
education program taught to our young people and focuses on developing skills most critical to 
safe driving – in situations where young drivers are at the highest risk. When combined with the new, computer-generated 
knowledge tests to ensure the student comprehends the material, it is expected to improve overall learning and the 
integrity of Michigan’s driver education program.

Segment I: 24 hours of classroom instruction, 6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving instruction and exam. Students must be 
a minimum of 14 years, 8 months by the first class to be eligible to take Segment I. Classes held at the High School in April/
May and June/July. To register, please provide the following: 

•Completed Application, Emergency Card and Contract (available in January)
•Certified copy of birth certificate
•Cost is $365.00. Deposit of $65.00 (non-refundable) is due at the time of registration.  The remaining balance 

of $300.00 is due 30 days prior to the start of the session.  
•Proof of Vision Screening (student’s own health care provider submitted with the application). Vision 

screenings must be performed prior to the first day of class. Students will not be allowed to attend class 
without a current vision screening on file (vision screenings are available at the Muskegon County Health 
Department, 724-1394).  

Segment II: 6 hours of classroom instruction and exam. Students must possess their Level I License for a minimum of 90 
days and provide proof that they completed 30 hours of driving (2 hours at night) to be eligible to take Segment II. Students 
must attend all three consecutive 2-hour class sessions to receive their certificate (no make-ups). Classes will be offered in 
November, March, June and August. Applications available in the fall. The cost for Segment II is $45.00.  A $10 processing 
fee will be applied to any cancellations received before the first day of class. No refunds issued, once the class has begun. 

2009-2010 Registration.   Students should listen for announcements. Applications are available in the Community Services 
Office (231-780-4748), High School Media Center and Middle School Office.  Please refer to contract for specific guidelines 
for each segment.

School reserves the right to cancel a class with insufficient enrollment. Prices subject to change. Additional information is available on our 
website at www.monashores.net, under Community Services, or you may reach us by telephone at (231) 780-4748.

Driver’s Education



High School

Sailor Athletic News 

A Message From Athletic Director, 
Walt Gawkowski

Summer is quickly drawing to 
a close. What a busy summer it 
has been! In addition to all of the 
construction, the athletic facilities 
have been busy with weightlifting, 
conditioning, and summer sports 
camps. I am personally very 
pleased with the number of athletes 
who have been involved in the 
various off-season programs. The 
commitment of our coaches and 
athletes bodes well for the future of 
Sailor Athletics. 

We are all looking forward to the 
many physical changes taking place 
in our school’s landscape. Thanks to 
the generosity of the Mona Shores 
community, not only will we hold 
our football games in a newly-
remodeled stadium this fall but our 
soccer teams will be playing their 
home games “under the lights” for 
the very first time. Beginning with 
the 2010-2011 school year we will 
look forward to a new competition 
gymnasium to house our physical 
education classes as well as our 
basketball, volleyball, wrestling, 
competitive cheer, and gymnastics 
teams. It truly is an exciting time to 
be a Sailor!

With fall sports right around the 
corner, please be advised as to the 
“official” start days for the following 
high school programs:

Football 
August 10, 2009

Boys’ and Girls’ Cross-Country 
August 12, 2009

Girls’ Golf 
August 12, 2009

Boys’ Soccer 
August 12, 2009

Girls’ Swimming 
August 12, 2009

Boys’ Tennis 
August 12, 2009

Volleyball 
August 12, 2009

For those residents who will have 
sons or daughters participating on 
one of our fall athletic teams please 
be reminded that the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association requires 
that all student-athletes pass a 
physical examination administered 
on or after April 15th of the previous 
school year. A record of that exam 
must be on file in the Athletic 

Director’s office prior to the first day 
of try-outs. Please feel free to call 
the Athletic Office at (231) 780-
4711 extension 8310 or 8312 for any 
information or if you have questions. 

Pocket schedules and all-season 
athletic passes will be available after 
August 10, 2009 in the Athletic 
Office. Adult all-season passes are 
$60.00 and student all-season passes 
can be purchased for $30.00. We 
will once again be offering an all-
season family pass. The cost of the 
all-season family pass is $180.00 
and will admit two adults and all 
dependent children in 12th grade 
or below. These passes are accepted 
at all Mona Shores home athletic 
events with the exception of ice 
hockey and those that are sponsored 
by the Greater Muskegon Athletic 
Association or the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association. They 
will not be honored by schools 
playing host to any of our athletic 
teams.

I hope you enjoy the remaining days 
of summer. We will look forward to 
seeing you this fall at many of our 
athletic events.
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and attended professional development in this area. Best 
practices allow all interested students to sign up for AP 
courses and experience the rigor of college level courses 
while in high school.

Middle school and high school teachers collaborated to 
develop a Guided Academics course for the middle school. 
This course provides academic support for students at risk 
of failing. In addition to Guided Academics, this coming 
school year the high school will offer English Essentials 
and Math Essentials, which will provide course specific 
support in the respective core areas.

The junior class participated in the Michigan Merit Exam 
(MME) during spring 2009. The ACT is one component 
of the MME. This year’s junior class composite score on 
the ACT was 21.3 compared to the state average of 19. 

The high school staff has spent much time on curriculum 
refinement and instructional strategies to ensure student 
success. Students in the Class of 2010 were also required 
to take an additional mathematics credit. Junior Core 
Review was offered as well. The class of 2010 is to be 
commended for their focus on achievement!

The staff at Mona Shores continues to demonstrate their 
dedication and commitment to providing the best possible 
instruction for our students.

As always, our office team invites you to visit our 
Curriculum & Instruction website under Departments 
and Services at www.monashores.net. You are invited to 
contact us: Tammie Mathews, Secretary at (231) 780-
4751, extension 8232; and Camille Gabris, Director at 
extension 8231. 

Curriculum Corner continued from page 3



ATTENTION SENIORS
ACT -- OCTOBER 24, 2009
Seniors planning to take the October ACT may pick up a 
registration packet in the Counseling Office after school 
resumes. Registration may be completed online at www.act.
org, or you may mail in a registration packet by September 
18th. Registration packets are available in the Counseling 
Office.

There is a September 12th ACT date also, with a registration 
deadline of August 7th (late fee required from August 8 – 21). 
You must register on-line for a Grand Rapids location. 

College Visits
Many colleges send representatives to our high school in the 
fall to talk to interested students. These visits usually begin 
in late September and continue through November. We will 
post notices of these visits on the Counseling Office bulletin 
board. Juniors and seniors interested in talking to a particular 
college representative must sign up in the Counseling Office 
during the week of that school’s visit. They must also obtain 
written permission (bring to meeting) from the classroom 
teacher for the time they meet with the representatives.  
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College Applications
Most colleges, including Muskegon Community College, 
would prefer that students apply online at the college website. 
Usually, the site will have a page to print out and bring to 
our Counseling Office. We will then fill out the required 
information and mail it with a transcript. Allow 5-7 school 
days for processing. Students are allowed three requests 
for transcripts free of charge. On the fourth request and 
thereafter, students will be charged $1.00 each or they may 
provide a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Class of 2009 Scholarship Analysis
In order to aid parents and students of the class of 2010 
in searching for scholarships, a breakdown of the types 
of scholarships reported by the class of 2009 is available 
on our website at www.monashores.net under high school 
department. A listing of all the scholarship recipients and the 
scholarships they earned is available on our website. This 
listing consists of all notices turned in to our office by the 
students. 

Selective Service
Young men must register with the selective service when 
they turn 18. It is the law, and it affects eligibility for federal 
financial aid. Eligible candidates can now register on-line by 
going to this website: http://www.sss.gov. You will need your 
social security number to complete the process.

Counselors’
Corner

Scholarship Notices
When we receive notice of a scholarship, the notice will be posted on the Counseling Office bulletin 
board and on our school website on the Internet. These notices and deadlines will also be announced 
in this newsletter when they are available in time for publication. Most annual scholarships are also 
publicized in the Senior Guidelines that seniors will receive this fall. 

SENIORS CAN RECEIVE E-MAIL UPDATES OF SCHOLARSHIP NOTICES BY COMPLETINg 
THE INFORMATION BELOw AND TURNINg IT IN TO THE COUNSELINg OFFICE DURINg 
REgISTRATION.

Yes! I would like to receive e-mail notification of scholarship information.

Name: ____________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________

Please print clearly!
DETACH AND DROP OFF IN 
THE COUNSELING OFFICE

College Night
The Shoreline Counseling Association is pleased to host 
the Muskegon County College Night on Tuesday, 
September 29th at Reeths Puffer High School from 
6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Colleges throughout Michigan 
and other states have been invited to attend. It is an 
excellent opportunity for students and their parents to 
talk to college representatives.



Middle School

Ports of Call

The start of the new school year is 

always an exciting time at Mona Shores 

Middle School. This year is no exception; 

it will be filled with many new experiences, 

new faces, and a few new teachers. We are anticipating 

a great year and look 

forward to working 

with you and your 

child. Please feel 

free to come in and 

introduce yourself to 

the new and veteran 

staff at Ports of Call 

(Student Registration) 

this summer. 

Ports of Call for sixth 

graders will be August 

25th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. Ports of Call for seventh and eighth graders 

will be on August 26th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The make-up date will be 

September 1st from 

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

At Ports of Call, you 

will be able to pick up 

your schedule, locker 

combination, get your 

student ID and have 

your picture taken for 

the yearbook, among 

other important things. 

It is our belief at Mona 

Shores Middle School 

that we are a team working together for the benefit of 

children. If you have questions regarding the Middle 

School please feel free to call us at (231) 759-8506.  

Doors open at 7:35 a.m. M, T, TH, F 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday

Office Hours:  7:00 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
School Day:  7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
Late Start:  9:10 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

Half Day:  7:45 – 10:55 a.m.

Middle School Daily Time 
Schedule for 2009-2010

Lunch Times

1st Lunch 10:54 – 11:24  
(7th/8th Grade)

2nd Lunch 11:24 – 11:54  
(6th Grade)

3rd Lunch 11:54 – 12:24 
(7th/8th Grade)

Wednesday Lunch Times

1st Lunch 11:35 – 12:05 
(7th/8th Grade)

2nd Lunch 12:05 – 12:35 
(6th Grade)

3rd Lunch 12:35 – 1:05 
(7th/8th Grade)

BREAKFAST

Regular day – 7:15-7:35

Late Start – 8:45-9:00

2 Hr. Delay – 9:15-9:35

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri                           

1st Hour ...........7:45 – 8:43

2nd Hour ..........8:48 – 9:46

3rd Hour ...........9:51 – 10:49

4th Hour ...........10:54 – 12:24 (lunch)     

5th Hour ...........12:29 – 1:27        

6th Hour ...........1:32 – 2:45

Late Start Wednesday   

1st Hour ...........9:10 – 9:55

2nd Hour ..........10:00 – 10:45

3rd Hour ...........10:50 – 11:35      

4th Hour ...........11:40 – 1:05 (lunch)

5th Hour ...........1:10 – 1:55       

6th Hour ...........2:00 – 2:45

Half Day Schedule 

1st  Hour ..........7:45 – 8:15

2nd Hour ..........8:20 – 8:45

3rd  Hour ..........8:50 – 9:20  

4th  Hour ..........9:25 – 9:50 

5th  Hour ..........9:55 – 10:25 

6th  Hour  .........10:30 – 10:55

Two Hour Delay Schedule 

1st  Hour ..........9:45 – 10:23

2nd Hour ..........10:28 – 11:06

3rd  Hour ..........11:11 – 11:49

4th  Hour ..........11:54 – 1:19 (lunch)

5th  Hour ..........1:24 – 2:02

6th  Hour  .........2:07 – 2:45

Two Hour Delay Lunch Schedule

1st Lunch .........11:49-12:19

2nd Lunch ........12:19-12:49

3rd Lunch .........12:49-1:19
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AUGUST:
25-26 Ports of Call, Early Registration for students

SEPTEMBER:
1 Ports of Call Make-up Date 
7 No School - Labor Day
8 1st Day for Students – Full Day
9 Late Start Wednesday - School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
10 Open House - 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
16 NO Late Start Wednesday - School Starts at 7:45 a.m.
22 Picture Retakes
23 Late Start Wednesday School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
 Count Day
24  5th Grade Strings Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m. - MSHS
28 5th Grade Strings Start
 W.G. Jackson both a.m. & p.m. Trips - 6th Grade
30 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.

OCTOBER:
1 Marcia McEvoy Student Workshops
2 W.G. Jackson both a.m. & p.m. Trips - 6th Grade
5 Spirit Week
 W.G. Jackson both a.m. & p.m. Trips - 6th Grade
6 W.G. Jackson both a.m. & p.m. Trips - 6th Grade
7 Late Start Wednesday School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
8 W.G. Jackson both a.m. & p.m. Trips - 6th Grade
9 Homecoming - Pep Assembly - Student Congress
13-29 MEAP Testing window
14 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
19 Canned Food Drive Begins (through 10/30)
21 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
22 Choir Concert, 7th & 8th Choirs, 7:30 p.m., MSMS
23 Sailor Celebration, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
24 MSBOA String Clinic, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., MSMS
27 7th Grade Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., MSMS
28 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
29 Orchestra Fall Concert, 7 p.m. - MSMS

NOVEMBER:
4 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m. 
 Records Day
6 End of 1st Marking Period
 Book Fair in Media Center, 7:40 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (through 11/13/09)
7 MSBOA All-State Auditions, Band/Orchestra - through 11/8/09
11 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
12 Half-Day of School (Dismissal at 10:55 a.m.)
     Parent-Teacher Conferences, 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. & 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
13 Half-Day of School (Dismissal at 10:55 a.m.)
18 NO Late Start Wednesday - School Starts at 7:45 a.m.
20 8th Grade Band Rehearsal with High School, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. TENTATIVE
21 8th Grade Band - American Salute Concert, High School Auditorium
25 NO Late Start Wednesday - School Starts at 7:45 a.m. - Half Day
26/27 No School – Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER:
2 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
4 “Forever Changed” Presentations, 8th Grade, Auditorium
5 MSBOA Middle School Solo & Ensemble Festival
8 Toys for Tots, (through 12/22)
9 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
10 7th Grade Holiday Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., MSMS
11 Sailor Celebration, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
15 Orchestra Holiday Concert, 7:00 p.m., MSMS
16 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 a.m.
 Choir Concert, 7:30 p.m. NOTE: Will be at MSHS
17 8th Grade Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. - MSMS
23-1/3 No School – Winter Break

Mona Shores  
Middle 
School

2009-2010 
Master 

Calendar 
Of Events
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Welcome Back Elementary Students!
A letter from the Elementary Principals

The Mona Shores Elementary staffs 
extend a warm welcome back to all 
our new and returning shipmates. 
The 2009/2010 school year promises 
to be an exciting voyage with plenty 
of opportunity for learning.

The elementary offices will reopen 
on Wednesday, August 19th. New 
residents of the district may register 
their children by stopping in their 

local elementary school office 
with the following information: 
Student’s birth certificate (certified 
copy), proof of residency (deed, 
lease, contract, current property 
tax statement), and proof of 
immunizations (completed health 
appraisal form). 

The Mona Shores school/community 
is proud of the outstanding student 

achievements and accomplishments 
that have established Mona Shores 
Public Schools as a lighthouse 
school district of choice in Western 
Michigan. We celebrate the success 
of our students, as they become 
outstanding leaders and contributing 
citizens in the world. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to call us. Your student’s 
success is our goal!
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Mark Platt, Churchill Principal (231) 798-1276, email plattm@monashores.net
Ray McLeod, Lincoln Park Principal (231) 755-1257, e-mail mcleodr@monashores.net

Dan Cwayna, Ross Park Principal (231-798-1773), email cwaynad@monashores.net
Nate Smith, Campbell Principal (231) 755-2550, email smithn@monashores.net  

Elementary Schools

First day of school is Tuesday, September 8, 2009. 

Grades 1st through 5th will attend  
from 8:20 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Morning kindergarten attends  
from 8:20-11:30 a.m. and afternoon kindergarten  

attends from 12:05 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Regular Elementary Hours for the  
2009 - 2010 school year:
Mondays: 8:20 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Please note early dismissal time 

Exceptions:  3:30 p.m.  
on 11/23, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21

Tuesday – Friday  
8:20 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Half Days: 8:20 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  
(Please note that AM kindergarten  

will dismiss at 11:45 on all half days.)

Elementary
School Opening Day  

Information



Bring your smiles 
to picture day!

Elementary
School Opening Day  

Information

Churchill Elementary 

September 2nd 

Campbell Elementary September 17th 

Ross Park Elementary 
September 15th

Lincoln Park Elementary 
September 18th

Mona Shores Middle School 

August 25th & 26th  

(during student registration/orientation)

Mona Shores High School August 27th, 28th, 31st (during student registration/orientation)

Preschool/GSRP/Head Start 
Ross Park: October 5th & 6th 

Admin. Building: October 7th & 8th 
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CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY, CHURCHILL ELEMENTARY
LINCOLN PARK ELEMENTARY, ROSS PARK ELEMENTARY

September 2nd • 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. • (Grades 1-5)

MIDDLE SCHOOL
September 10th • 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.    

HIGH SCHOOL
September 1st • 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.



Finding the Leader  
Within You
Tough times calls for 
strong leaders. 
Are you that 
person? Would 
you like to 
discover the 
leadership 
qualities 
within you? 
What is your 
leadership style? 
This series will 
help you develop 
your leadership 
strengths and 
skills. Topics also include mentorship and 
servant leadership. This class would be a 
great opportunity for someone between 
jobs. Community service is a great way to 
network. It may possibly take your career 
and goals in a different direction. Instructor 
James Cherney has extensive leadership 
experience in business, retail and non-profit. 
Date: w 10/7 – 10/28
Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Price: $30 – 4 sessions
Location: HS 301A
Class #: 604F 

Financial Planning
Great information for tough economic 
times!  Join us for two new classes taught 
by Edward J. Aho, AAMS, CRPC Financial 
Advisor from Merrill Lynch.  
Navigating Through Market Volatility
This seminar explains market volatility, core 
principals of investing to cope with volatility, 
and presents actionable investing strategies 
and solutions to help clients reposition their 
portfolios in anticipation of a future market 
recovery.
Estate Planning:  
Creating a Legacy Today for Tomorrow
This seminar addresses how to formulate 
an estate plan that meets your personal 
needs and goals to most effectively pass your 
wealth on to your heirs, to establish and 
preserve a legacy of giving and community 
involvement and to make smart and tax-
efficient choices.  Additional discussion on 
selecting the right investments and managing 
company stock options.   
Time: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Price: $10.00 per class  
 (spouse attends free) 
Location:  HS Room 301B
Class #: 600F1 Date: T 9/29 - Navigating  
 Through Market Volatility 
Class #: 600F2 Date: TH 10/8 - 
 Estate Planning

Photography  
(35 MM or DIGITAL)  
Beginning/Intermediate
Get to know your camera and 
learn how to take superior 
images. Former Chronicle 
Photographer Dave Carlson, 
will teach this hands-on class for 
beginning and intermediate photographers. 
You will learn techniques to improve your 
action, portrait, scenic, travel, outdoor and 
wildlife photos. Bring your 35 mm or digital 
camera…Ready, Set, SHOOT! 
Dates: M 10/12 – 11/9
Time:  6:00-8:00 p.m.
Price:  $55 – 5 weeks
Location:  HS Room 301A
Class #: 404F 

Shopping on a Shoestring
This class can help you save thousands 
(yes, thousands!) of dollars a year on your 
grocery and household spending with 
creative planning, spending strategies and 
price awareness principles. You will learn 
how to identify cost saving methods and 
organizational tips that you can begin 
implementing immediately! Instructor 
Debra Karel is a Mona Shores parent. She 
is married and the mother of four children. 
When she began applying the principles 
she compiled from several different books, 
she was able to cut her grocery spending in 
less than half in about four months. She has 
presented her shopping techniques all over 
Michigan for almost 10 years.
Dates: T  10/6
Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Price: $5 if pre-registered by 10/2  
 or $10 at door      
Location:  AB Board Room
Class #: 601F  

Intro to Computers –  
More than the Basics!
This slow moving class is for beginners, 
with little or no computer experience. It will 
cover basic computer use, terminology, and 
navigation using Windows. Also includes 
a trip through the word wide web with an 
introduction to the Internet and use of email. 
Your questions are welcome! Instructor 
Paula Martin. 
Date: T/TH 10/20 – 11/12
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Price: $75 – 8 sessions
Location: HS Computer Lab
Class #: 103F

“Wet-on-Wet” Oil Painting Workshops

Popular!

Learn how to paint the “wet-on-wet” method popularized by Bob Ross and other 
television artists. Instructor Pauline Stitt will lead you through this technique that 
makes it easy and fun to create a complete picture in one session. Fee includes 
canvas, oil paints, easels, and pallets. Student should bring own brushes (list 
available at registration) and wear old clothing. Canvas size varies.  
 
Time: 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Price:  $40.00 per class includes  
 supply fee  (See special pricing     
 & note for Ornament class)
Location: RP Art Room, 39
Class #: 400F Date: w 9/23/09 
 Beach Landscape 
Class #: 401F Date:T 10/13/09 
 grand Tetons
Class #: 402F Date: T 11/10/09 
 Eagle Harbor Lighthouse
Class #: 403F Date: T 12/1/09  
 Ornaments (Bring own glass  
 bulbs; refer to materials list  
 available at registration - 
 Price $33)
Class #: 404F Date: TH 12/10/09 
 Cardinal winterscape
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Fall 2009 Enrichment Classes
Visit the Community Services  

website at www.monashores.net 
for additions to this class schedule

Mona Shores Community Services

Adult Enrichment Classes

Advanced 
Class Offered 

in Spring!

ICE SKATING 
Both Adult & Student 
See Student Enrichment 



“Shakeup” – (Mondays)  
This cardio workout will help tone your 
entire body and increase your energy level. 
Routines include a little of everything, i.e., 
warm up, abs, cardio, strength training and 
Zumba. Add in the use of resistance tubes/
bands, and hand weights and we will really 
“shake” things up. Bring your own hand 
weights and tubing. Instructor Francine 
Sagan.   
Dates: M 9/21 – 12/7
Time:  6:00-6:50 p.m. 
Price:  $60 – 12 classes 
Location:  AB gym 
Class #:  201F

Zumba Monday  
Back by popular 
demand! This 30 minute 
class will get you “hooked” 
on the Zumba craze. It mixes Hip Hop and 
Latin dance moves and fantastic music 
for a FUN full body workout. No dancing 
experience needed. Instructor Francine 
Sagan.
Dates:  M 9/21 – 12/7 
Time: 7:35-8:05 p.m. 
Price:  $30 – 12 classes
Location:  AB gym 
Class #: 202FM

Zumba Wednesday   
Here’s a change from your normal workout. 
Zumba is the newest Latin Exercise Dance 

craze! It mixes Hip Hop and Latin 
dance moves and fantastic music for 

a FUN full body workout. No dancing 
experience needed. Instructor Francine 
Sagan.
Dates:  w 9/23 – 12/9  
 (Does not meet on 11/25)
Time: 6:00-6:50 p.m. 
Price:  $55 – 11 classes
Location:  AB gym 
Class #: 200Fw

BOTH The MIX - “Aerobics Monday 
Shakeup” & “Zumba Wednesday”
Dates: M & w   9/21 – 12/9  
 (Does not meet on 11/25) 
Time: 6:00-6:50 p.m.
Price: $105 - 23 classes
Location: AB gym
Class #:  203F

A
e
r
o
b
ic
s

Aerobics - “Ten-Ten-Ten” 
Ten powerful minutes of Cardio, Ten 
minutes of ‘Just Abs’ and finish with 
Ten minutes of Strength Training. Great 
addition to the Monday or Wednesday 
night classes. This class will strengthen 
your arms, firm your abs & glutes and trim 
your waist! Instructor Francine Sagan.
Dates: M 9/21 – 12/7 
Time:  7:00-7:30 p.m. 
Price:  $30 – 12 classes
Location:  AB gym 
Class #:  204F
  
Dates:  w 9/23 – 12/9 
 (Does not meet on 11/25)
Time: 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
Price:  $28 - 11 classes
Location:  AB gym 
Class #: 205F

BOTH  “Ten-Ten-Ten” – Monday & 
Wednesday – SAVE $$$$!
Dates:  M & w  9/21 – 12/9  
 (Does not meet on 11/25)
Time: 7:00-7:30 p.m 
Price: $52 – 23 classes
Location: AB gym
Class #: 206F

Popular!

Registration is open to all residents 
and non-residents unless otherwise 
noted. Classes are for adults, age 18 
and older unless specified.

Registration: The Registration Form 
must be signed and included with 
payment. Register by phone at (231) 
780-4748 or by fax (231) 780-
2099 with a credit card. You may 
also register in person or by mail at 
Mona Shores Community Services 
located in the Administration 
Building, 3374 McCracken Street, 
Room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441. 
Payment may be made by cash, check 
(payable to MSCS), or credit card. 
Early registration is encouraged. 
Enrollments are reviewed one week 
prior to the start of class and may be 
canceled for insufficient enrollment.

Refunds: A full refund will be issued 
if the class is canceled by MSCS. If 
you cannot attend a class as planned, 
a refund (less a $10 non-refundable 
fee) will be issued. Refunds will not be 
made after the first day of class or 
due to inclement weather. No credits 
issued for one-session classes.

Weather Cancellations: Classes 
may be cancelled due to inclement 
weather and will be rescheduled 
(refunds will not be issued).  To 
check class status, please call our 
cancellation hotline at (231)  
780-4748, and dial 4 approximately 
one hour prior to class.  If you prefer, 
please provide your email address 
at registration and you will receive 
an email notification if your class is 
cancelled.   

AB = Administration Building
CA = Campbell Elementary
CH = Churchill Elementary
HS = High School
LP = Lincoln Park Elementary
MS = Middle School
RP = Ross Park Elementary

Lakeshore Sports Centre
4470 Airline Road, Muskegon, MI

West Michigan Equestrian Center 
(WMEC)
2100 Riley Thompson Road
Muskegon, MI
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REGISTRATION
INFORMATION

Yogalates
This class blends the breath and flexibility 
of Hatha Yoga with the centering 
techniques of Pilates. This creates strength 
and flexibility, increases body awareness, 
enhances muscular endurance for 
cross training, and streamlines 
your physique. Bring yoga mat, 
small blanket or towel and water 
bottle. Wear comfortable, 
stretchy clothes that will not 
hamper movement. Instructor: 
Louise Hopson. 
Dates: T/TH 9/22 – 11/19
Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Price: $90 - 18 classes
Location: AB gym
Class #: 209F 

Yoga for Flexibility  
and Relaxation
Are your days hectic? 
Need to stop and take a deep 
breath? Join us for a basic yoga class 
focusing on poses that enhance flexibility 
and encourage relaxation. Students should 
be able to get up and down from the floor 
easily. Bring a yoga mat, two yoga blocks, 

a small blanket or towel and water 
bottle. Wear comfortable, stretchy 
clothes that will not hamper movement. 
Instructor: Louise Hopson. 

Dates: T/TH 9/22 – 11/19
Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Price: $90 - 18 classes
Location: AB gym
Class #: 210F Y

O
G
A

American  
Karate
American Karate teaches basic 
techniques, form, self-defense and sparring with a strong physical workout. This great family activity is ongoing throughout the year. Register 

and pay fee at first class. 
Contact Dave 
Thomas at (231) 798-1878 for more information. 
Dates:  M & w - ongoing   throughout the yearTime: 6:30-8:00 p.m.Price: $25 per month (individual)   $35 per month (family) Location:  RP Upper gymClass #: 200F

Great  
Workout!
30 Minute  
Zumba!

Advanced 
Class Offered 

in Spring!

Great For Beginners

Individual  or Family!



Folk Fiddling  
Grades 4th - 8th 
Think Outside the Bachs!
Want to have more fun with your 
string instrument? Join our ‘Folk Fiddling’ 
classes. 
Level I class is for students (Grades 4th-
6th) that have studied one year and have an 
interest in learning to play fiddle songs. We 
will study the concepts of fiddling, including 
musical forms, various styles of fiddling and 
history of folk fiddling including Irish and 
American. 
Level II classes are for students (Grades 4th 
– 8th) that have studied their instrument for 
more than one year and interested in more 
advanced fiddling techniques and styles. 
All new music for fall 2009! We will explore 
more forms and history including Bluegrass 
and advanced ornamentation of Irish and 
Scottish styles. 
Both levels open to violin, viola, cello, bass, 
guitarists and mandolin players. Students 
will perform 11/7/09 at Fiddle Festival and 
various MS Concerts. Call 780-4748 for 
detailed flyer. Under the direction of Tim 
Staudacher, High School Orchestra Director. 
Class: Level I  9:00-10:00 a.m.  
Class #:  503FL1
Class: Level II 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
Class #:  504FL2
Dates: Sat. 9/26, 10/17, 10/31,  
 11/7, 11/21, 12/12, 12/19,  
 2/20, 2/27, 3/13, 3/20, 4/24  
 and 5/8 – 13 sessions plus  
 performance (No class in January)
Price:  $99.00 (includes T-Shirt)
Location:  HS Orchestra Room

Ballet – Creative Movement Ages 3-6Ballet fundamentals will be taught to encourage movement, detail, and controlled discipline. Creative dance gives guided individual movement and expression. Clothing: Stocking feet, leotard or loose fitting clothes. Instructor: Diane Cutie from Diane’s School of Dance.
 

Dates:  T 10/6 – 10/27  
Time:   3:35-4:35 p.m.  
Price:   $30.00 - 4 weeks 
Location:   RP Auditorium 
Class #:  507F

Student 
  Enrichment Classes

Ice Skating Basics 
Ages 3 - Adult
This basic skill recreational ice-skating class is 
taught in group sessions. Learn balance, glides, stops, crossovers, 
three-turns, Mohawks and edges, at all levels of proficiency. Age 
5 & under must wear own helmet. Additional annual registration 
fee (valid for 1 year) of $30 is payable at first class to Muskegon 
Lakeshore Figure Skating Club and includes membership in the 
USFS as a basic skills member. Instructors are all members of the 
club. Choose from two sessions or sign up for both! Skate rental 
included. All classes held at Lakeshore Sports Centre.
Dates: Sundays 10/4 – 11/8 
Time:  4:15-4:55 p.m. 
Price:  $84 – 6 weeks (See additional membership fee)
Class #:  521F1

Dates: Sundays 11/15 – 12/20 
Time:  4:15-4:55 p.m. 
Price:  $84 – 6 weeks (See additional membership fee) 
Class #:  521F2 

Gymnastics Class   Ages 3 – K, Grades 1st – 5th and 6th – 12th 

Saddle-Up  
Horsemanship Class 
Ages 6-12
A beginner level horsemanship class. 
Students will learn horse-handling 
safety, grooming, saddling, bridling, 
mounting and dismounting. Class sizes 
small for individualized attention. 
Class work taught in a heated room 
and riding will be in an indoor arena 
on inclement days. Please wear warm 
clothing and a boot or shoe with a 
heel. Taught by Cindy McCloskey, 
CHA Certified Instructor of West 
Michigan Equestrian Center. 
Dates: M 10/5 – 10/26
Time:  4:30-5:30 p.m.
Price:  $65.00 – 4 weeks
Location: wMEC 
Class #: 516F 
 Kindermusik 

Ages 1½ - 4½ (For Parent & Child)
Research proves that early integration of 
music into a child’s daily routine improves 
the child’s ability to think, reason, create 
and express. Fulfilling your child’s endless 
potential is an exciting opportunity that starts 
with Kindermusik. Introduce your child to 
a musical world filled with singing, imitating 
sounds, rhyming, sound identification, 
instrument exploration and creative 
movement. Wonderful ‘together time’ for 
parent and child. Licensed instructor, Cynthia 
Carlton has over 17 years experience in early 
childhood education. Class size limited.
Dates: TH 9/24 – 11/12
Time:  6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Price:  $69 – 8 weeks
Location:  AB - Room 10
Class #: 512F

Check out our website at www.monashores.net 
for additions to this class schedule!

Children or 
Adults

Arts & Crafts  
Young Artists Ages 4-6
Children will love this creative, 
hands-on Arts & Crafts class. Each 
week a different project that 
will capture their creativity in 
a fun, safe environment. From 
spooky Halloween creatures to 
colorful Thanksgiving turkeys each week a 
project that is fun and imaginative. Projects 
include Bat-O-Lanterns, Fall Leaf Mobile, 
Landscape Monoprint, and 3D Thanksgiving 
Turkeys. Wear older clothing. All supplies 
included. Instructor: Karla Murphy. 
Dates: M 10/26 – 11/16  –– Must  
 pre-register one week in advance 
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Price:  $38.00   4 weeks  
Location: AB Room 12
Class #:  505F

Tennis League (Indoor)  
Grades 2-6
Quick Start Tennis is an exciting new play 
format for learning tennis, designed to bring 
kids into the game by utilizing specialized 
equipment, shorter court dimensions and 
modified scoring, all tailored to age and size. 
It’s the fast, fun way to get kids into tennis 
and keep them playing! Call for detailed 
registration form. (Parent volunteers needed!) 
Dates: M 10/26 – 11/16 
 Tournament 11/21 at Norton Pines
Time:  6:00-7:00 p.m. or 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
 (Time will be assigned)
Price:  $35 with own racquet or ($50.00  
 includes new racquet) 4 weeks
Location: RP gym 
Class #: 520F with own racquet
 520FB Includes new racquet
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Gymnastics is great exercise for overall development. Join our high  school gymnastic coaches for this  fun clinic, which will include tumbling  & floor exercises for our youngest gymnasts (ages 3 – K) and additional routines including beam work for grades 1st –12th. Wear shorts with a tucked-in t-shirt. Dates: M 10/5 – 10/26Time: Ages 3 – K - Class #: 509F1  3:45-4:30 p.m. Time:  1st – 5th - Class #: 509F2  4:45-5:45 p.m. Time: 6th –12th - Class #: 509F3  4:45-5:45 p.m Price:  $30.00 – 4 weeksLocation:  RP Upper gym



Self Defense  
& Safety Awareness  
Ages 5-15
This is a FUN, active course, which 
is designed for self-defense purposes 
emphasizing child safety awareness. 
This program was designed specifically 
for children ages 5 through 15. Call for 
flyer or look for one sent home with 
students. Additional opportunities for belt 
advancement and sparring clinic. Last 
class includes parent demonstration & 
awards. Instructor: Staff from Athletes in 
Motion (AIM USATM). 
Dates: M 9/28 – 11/30  
 Refer to schedule at 1st class  
 (No Class 11/23)
Price:  $69.00 – 9 classes includes  
 Sparring Clinic & Competition  
 in gR
Location:  CA gym
Class #: 517F = Class I  6:30-7:15 p.m. 
 All Beginning Students
 518F = Class II  7:15-8:00 p.m.
 All Returning Students

Registration Form For Adult & Student Enrichment Classes

Name: _____________________________________________________________  n  Self  n  Child Child’s Age _______________

Grade:  (circle one)        PS      DK/K      1st      2nd      3rd      4th      5th      6th      7th      8th      9th      10th      11th      12th      Adult

Address: ___________________________________________________________ Zip _________________ Resident:    n  Yes   n  No

Email for class cancellation notice: _____________________________________________________  Add to Mailing list?    n  Yes    n  No  

Home Phone: ________________________________  Cell: ________________________ Work Phone: _________________________

Emergency Contact Name: ___________________________________Emergency Contact Phone Number: _________________________

Any health problems? _____________________________________________________________________________________________

We frequently take photos during our activities and we request your permission to publish photos of your child in publications such  
as the district newsletter/website.    n  Yes    n  No

Class # ________________ Class Title __________________________________________________  Amount  $ _______________

Class # ________________ Class Title __________________________________________________  Amount  $ _______________  

Class # ________________ Class Title __________________________________________________  Amount  $ _______________

On condition of this registration form being accepted, I hereby state that myself/my child is in a state of good health and I assume all risks associated with participation in 
this activity.  Having read this waiver, I, for myself, my child and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release Mona Shores Community Services and Mona Shores 
Public Schools and any other agents from all claims of liabilities of any kind arising out of myself/my child’s participation in this activity.

                                       Signature: _____________________________________________  Date: ______________

Total Fee Enclosed:  $ _______________________  n  Credit Card      n  Cash      n  Check   Check #   ___________________________

I authorize Mona Shores Community Services to charge my credit card.  All information remains confidential.

                                       Signature: _______________________________________________  Date: _____________

n  Visa       n  MC      Card #: n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n   Exp Date:  __________ /___________

15

For Office Use Only:   Total Amount : $ _____________ n  CT Registered   n  Card Transaction Complete      

 Notes: __________________________________________________________________________________

ACT Preparation 
Workshop

This workshop will help prepare 
you to successfully take the ACT 
test. Learn the format of the test 
and kinds of questions to expect, 
specific strategies for dealing with 
each section, practice through mini-
tests and learn the necessity for 
pacing yourself and when & how to 
guess at answers. Replace anxiety 
with confidence! This workshop also 
includes information and strategies 
for the essay portion of the ACT. 
Bring a calculator and watch with 
a second hand. A manual, practice 
test and answer key is provided to 
each participant. Instructor: Staff-
Skills Development, Inc. 
Dates: Saturday 10/10/2009
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Price:  $63  
Location:  HS Media Center
Class #: 500F 

TO REGISTER, PLEASE RETuRN COMPLETED FORM TO:
Mona Shores Community Services, 3374 McCracken Street, Room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441

Phone: (231) 780-4748 • Fax: (231) 780-2099 

Kids’ Kitchen-
Intro to Cooking  
Grades 4th-6th 
Students will begin to learn 
basic cooking concepts to allow 
them to prepare meals safely 
when at home alone. In this 
hands-on class, students will 
learn safe appliance operation, 
measuring, meal planning, 
safe food handling procedures, cutting, 
cooking and the best part “sampling”. Fun 
introduction to cooking! All supplies included. 
Instructor: Karla Murphy
Dates: M 9/28 – 10/19  – Must  
 pre-register one week in advance 
Time:  6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Price:  $48.00  4 weeks 
Location:  HS 402 
Class #:  506F

Watch for  
Junior Boys Basketball 

in October!
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Mona Shores Preschool
The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program has an outstanding 

reputation in our school community. Our experienced, caring, certified 

teachers are ready to work with your child. It’s not too late to register!  

Call Mona Shores today at (231) 780-4748. We offer both three and 

four-year old preschool classes at two locations: Administration Building 

and Ross Park Elementary. New this year at Ross Park is our Pre-K class 

that meets five days per week! We’ve helped prepare thousands of students 

for kindergarten over the past 32 years. Call us today to learn more about 

Mona Shores Preschool. Some classes are already filled so don’t delay - call 

today!

Head Start and Great Start Readiness Programs  

at Ross Park Elementary

Mona Shores Public Schools is in partnership with Fruitport Community 

Schools to provide 2 free preschool programs, Head Start and Great Start 

Readiness Program. Both follow curriculum guidelines from the State 

of Michigan Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten. 

In addition, we have adopted a researched based curriculum, “Creative 

Curriculum”. Teachers are participating in a summer book study to become 

familiar with the program. They will also be formally trained at a three-

day work session in August. Openings are limited. Call Fruitport Early 

Childhood Center at (231) 865-4016 for more information about these 

two free programs.

Head Start

This September a new Head Start classroom will open at Ross Park 

Elementary, 121 Randall Road. This classroom will provide a convenient 

location for Mona Shores families who are eligible for Head Start. Head 

Start is a free program that serves income eligible three or four year 

children. Children must reside in the Mona Shores or Fruitport school 

district.  A class for 20 children will meet Monday through Thursday from 

8:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Meals and transportation will be provided. 

  

Great Start Readiness Program

GSRP is a free preschool program, funded by the State of Michigan, serving 

Mona Shores and Fruitport children. GSRP has successfully operated a 

classroom at Ross Park for three years. To participate, children must be 4 

years old by December 1, 2009, and meet two qualifying factors. Classes 

meet for half-day sessions, a.m. or p.m., Monday – Thursday. Please call for 

additional information and to see if you qualify.

Classes 
fill up fast...  

Enroll today!
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Mona Shores Community Child Care Center, located at 
Ross Park Elementary offers quality care to children ages 6 
weeks through 5th grade including Sailor Care (Before and 
After School Care) located at each Elementary Building 
throughout the district. Our hours of operation are 7A.M.-6 
P.M. Monday through Friday. 

Infant/Toddler (6 weeks – 33 mos.)   
We believe consistency of warm, responsive, individualized 
care teaches trust and allows children to anticipate 
experiences. Every experience has the potential to be a 
learning experience.

Preschool (3 - 5 yrs) 
Our preschool program promotes innovative learning 
opportunities and individual creativity, while maintaining 
high standards of care and fostering learning opportunities 
for all children. 

Kindergarten 
Our Kindergarten program provides an extended day 
program for DK/K students within the district.

Sailor Care (Before and After School Care) 
Our school age program, offers opportunities for children to 
transition from school into a slower, less structured setting. 
They enjoy a variety of fun activities such as crafts, sports, 
computers and much more. Sailor Care Sites are located at 
each elementary building. 

School Breaks/Summer Camp 
Our focus is on FUN with the opportunity to celebrate 
individual differences and promote cultural awareness from 
around the world. We start with a dynamic new theme each 
year. We include all kinds of creative activities such as field 
trips, arts and crafts, athletics, and much more. 

Additional Information
For enrollment or additional information, please contact us 
at 231-780-6720 or vankersb@monashores.net. 

Two free services exist in Muskegon County to help children who 
may not seem to be growing, developing, or learning at the same pace 
as others their age. Those concerned about these issues or a child’s 
behavior, speech/language, physical impairments, or delays are urged  
to visit www.1800earlyon.org or for children over three-years-old,  
www.projectfindmichigan.org. Early On and Project Find of Muskegon 
can be reached by phone as well at 231-767-7253. These state and 
federally funded programs offer answers to questions parents may have, 
and when needed, deliver services and support to children who qualify. 

Project Find’s goal is to locate, identify, and refer young people from 
birth to 26 years of age who have physical, social, emotional, or 
learning conditions that prevent them from doing well in school. These 
young people may be eligible for free educational services provided by 
Michigan Public Schools. 

Are you worried about 
your Child’s progress?

Mona Shores 
Community  
Child Care 
Center
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A Message From Paula Nemeth,  
Assistant Director of Operations
Important Information for Parents of Students Riding Buses
(Clip & Save for the 2009-10 School Year)

Transportation News

Welcome back everyone! The entire Transportation 
Department staff wishes you and your children a great  
2009/10 school year!

Please find below changes and very important transportation 
information for the upcoming school year. These changes are 
obviously due to further budget pressures within the school 
district. While the staff regrets any inconvenience these changes 
may cause, we’re also happy to report all major bus routes 
have been preserved for this school year. The staff certainly 
appreciates your support and understanding of these changes.

General Changes:
•	 There	will	be	more	bus	stops	combined	during	this	school	

year (we will plan on only four stops in a mile when 
possible.) This will increase the walking distance for more 
students then in past years. 

•	 Students	may	be	required	to	sit	three	to	a	seat	on	certain	
bus routes. 

•	 The	length	of	some	bus	routes	will	increase	this	year	
causing an increase in the length of riding time for some 
students.

•	 Bus	drivers	will	be	required	to	stay	on	schedule	this	year.	
This will require all students to be at their designated stops 
five to seven minutes prior to established pick up times. 
If your student is not out at the bus stop when the bus 
arrives, the driver will need to move on to the next stop.

•	 There	is	no transportation for Schools of Choice students. 
Please do not ask for exceptions.

These transportation changes will allow the district to operate 
in a more efficient and fiscally responsible manner during 
these difficult financial times.

Elementary Level transportation guidelines:
•	 If	your	elementary	student	needs	transportation	to	or	from	

a location other than home, the alternate stop must be 
in the elementary school area where your child attends 
school. 

•	 For	transportation	to	childcare	settings,	we	will	provide	
this service as long as the facility is beyond the one-mile 
walkout distance from school. Closer settings will require 
parent and provider to make arrangements for drop off and 
pick up. 

•	 For	safety	reasons,	parents	must	designate	a	single	pick	
up and single drop off M-F address for students. (For 
example, the district cannot accommodate different student 
schedules for M-W-F, and T-TH). 

DK/Kindergarten transportation guidelines:
•	 AM	DK/Kindergarten	students	will	be	picked	up	in	the	

morning with the other elementary students assigned 
to the neighborhood stop.  PM DK/Kindergarten 
students will be dropped off in the afternoon with other 
elementary students assigned to the neighborhood stop. 

•	 Noontime	pick-up	and	drop-off	of	DK/Kindergarten	
students will occur as close to home as laws and safety 
allow. 

•	 DK/Kindergarten	students	being	dropped	off	who	do	not	
have (a.) a sibling at their stop to walk them home, or 
(b.) a parent/designated adult to meet them at the stop 
to take them home, will be transported back to school 
for parent pick-up.

•	 The	district	highly	recommends	for	PM	DK/Kindergarten	
pick-up, parent/designated adults remain at bus stops 
until the student is picked-up.

•	 Noontime	drop-off	for	AM	DK/Kindergarten	students	also	
requires a parent/designated adult to meet them at the 
bus stop. 

 
We may not be making any changes during the first three 
weeks of school, as we need to see where the stops will 
work the best for the majority of students. Please feel free 
to contact us with questions after this period of time. You 
may do so by calling (231) 780-4751 extension 8204, or 
8269. Thanks for reading this information and keeping it 
handy for future reference during the upcoming school 
year. We hope you have a great year ahead! 

Bus routes will be established in August. 
Thereafter, they will be posted on the District 

website and in all buildings throughout  
the school district. Copies will be made 

available for pick up in the Administration 
Building the last week of August. 

IMPORTANT INFO!
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2009 School Calendar of Events

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Lighthouse View is published three times per 
year by Mona Shores Community Services.  Inquiries 
should contact Renee Doan at (231) 780-4748 or 

email at doanr@monashores.net.  Visit Mona Shores 
on the web at www.monashores.net. 

The

19 Elementary Offices Re-Open 
25-26 Ports of Call / Picture Day-Middle School 9:00 a.m.-Noon & 3-6 p.m.-Middle School
27, 28, 31 Student Registration / Picture Day-High School High School (See Related Article)

 
1 High School Open House 6:00-8:00 p.m. – High School
2 First Teacher Day 
 Campbell Elementary Open House 5:30-7:00 p.m. – Campbell Elementary
 Churchill Elementary Open House  5:30-7:00 p.m. – Churchill Elementary
 Lincoln Park Elementary Open House 5:30-7:00 p.m. – Lincoln Park Elementary
 Ross Park Elementary Open House 5:30-7:00 p.m. – Ross Park Elementary
7 Labor Day – No School
8 First Student Day Full Day Grades K-12,  
  AM & PM KD attend regular times
10 Middle School Open House 6:30-8:00 p.m.  – Middle School
10-11 Preschool “Meet the Teacher”  Refer to letter mailed home
14 Preschool Regular Class sessions begin 
23 Student Count Day 
26 High School Marching Band March-A-Thon 

9 Homecoming High School
13 High School Parent/Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 p.m. – High School
13-29 MEAP Testing Window 
15 High School Parent/Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 p.m. – High School
16 HALF-DAY – High School High School dismissal at 10:40 a.m.
22 7th & 8th Grade Choir Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
23 Sailor Celebration  6:00-8:00 p.m. – Middle School
25 Fall Orchestra Concert 2:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
27 7th Grade Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School
28 Marching Band Spectacular 7:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
29 Middle School Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m. – Middle School

3 Election Day 
7 Fiddle Festival 7:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
 Holiday Arts & Craft Show  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – High School
11 Middle School Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00-7:00 p.m.
12 HALF-DAY Middle School (dismiss 10:55 a.m.) 
 Middle School Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:00-3:00 & 5:00-8:00 p.m.
12, 13, 14 Mona Shores Players Fall Play (TBA) 7:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
13 HALF-DAY Middle School (dismiss 10:55 a.m.) 
16 Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:00 p.m. – Elementary
19 High School 0 & 1st Hour Exam – FULL DAY 
 HALF-DAY Elementary  AM & PM Kindergarten Regular times
 Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:30-3:30 pm and 5:00-8:00 pm
20 HALF-DAY Elementary AM Kindergarten attends regular time 
  PM Kindergarten with subs
 High School 2nd & 3rd Hour Exams  
 HALF-DAY High School High School dismissal at 10:40 a.m.
21 Mona Shores Bands Presents: An American Salute 7:00 p.m. - High School Auditorium
23 High School 4th & 5th Hour Exams – HALF DAY High School dismissal at 10:40 a.m.
24 High School – LATE HALF DAY 11:50 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.
25 HALF-DAY Grades DK -12 No PM Kindergarten 
26-27 Thanksgiving Break – No School 
 
3, 4, 5 Singing Christmas Tree Frauenthal Center for Performing Arts
7 Holiday Orchestra Concert (with Singers) 7:30 p.m. – High School Auditorium
10 7th Grade Holiday Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School
11 Sailor Celebration  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Middle School
12 Christmas Dance 8:00 – 11:00 p.m. – High School Cafeteria
15 Middle School Holiday Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m. – Middle School
16 Middle School Holiday Choir Concert 7:30 p.m. – High School Auditorium
17 8th Grade Holiday Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School
22 Elementary Strings Performance 7:30 a.m. – High School Auditorium
23-Jan 1st  Winter Break – No School Classes resume on January 4th 

August 3 ..............Work Session - Admin. Building
August 10 ............Regular Meeting - Admin. Building
September 14 ......Work Session - Churchill Elementary
September 21 ......Regular Meeting - High School
October 5 .............Work Session - Campbell Elementary
October 12 ...........Regular Meeting - Admin. Building
November 2 .........Work Session - Middle School
November 9 .........Regular Meeting - Admin. Building
December 7 .........Work Session - Admin. Building
December 14 .......Regular Meeting - Admin. Building 

2009 Meeting
Schedule

The Board of Education generally 
meets on the first and second  

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  
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Attention: Parent/Guardian:
Please note that Mona Shores staff must 
occasionally apply pesticides within and around 
our school buildings. Except in emergency 
situations, prior notice will be provided before these 
applications occur. If an emergency application 
takes place, you will be informed immediately 
thereafter. If you desire prior notification, please 
complete the Pesticide Prior Notification Request 
Form, available on our website at www.monashores.
net or in district building offices. For additional 
information please contact:

Mona Shores Public Schools  
Operations Department
Administration Building 
3374 McCracken Street
Norton Shores, MI 49441
(231) 780-4751, extension 8269

TO: All Mona Shores Parents and Employees

The regulations of federal law 40 CFR 763.84, as 
published in the Federal Register, require that 
local educational agencies annually notify various 
groups, including building occupants or their 
legal guardians, regarding asbestos containing 
materials in the school district buildings and plans 
related thereto. The above are hereby notified 
that management plans and inspection reports are 
available for review at the Mona Shores Schools 
Administration building and the office of the 
Principal in each individual school building.

As specified in the management plans, the 
district inspects its facilities on a regular basis in 
compliance with the regulations of the Asbestos 
Hazard Emergency Response Act. The areas in 
district buildings containing asbestos have been 
evaluated and judged to present no health hazard 
in their current condition as determined by the 
guidelines of the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Department of Public Health.

The district will continue to regularly inspect 
all areas to assure that the buildings will meet 
all federal, state and local health and safety 
standards.

Mona Shores Public Schools

Pesticide Advisory

Asbestos Announcement

IMPORTANT INFO!
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