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Hello everyone! Spring has sprung! 
Hooray! The ice has melted on Mona 
Lake and along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline. Those ugly snow piles 
in area parking lots are gone from 
sight as well. Now it’s time to enjoy 
the first flowers of springtime and 
smell the sweet fragrances they add 
to the warm breezes ushering in the 
new season. Before you know it we’ll 
be surrounded by the lavish green 
landscape we love to enjoy here in 
West Michigan. 

Happy Birthday Mona Shores: 
I mentioned in the January issue 
of the Lighthouse View that 2009 
is a very special year for Mona 
Shores. That’s because we’re about 
to celebrate our 50th Birthday as a 
K-12 school district. Mona Shores 
Public Schools was created fifty years 
ago this fall when area 
residents wisely supported 
the merger of five separate 
K-8 school districts into 
a single, comprehensive 
K-12 one. This occurred 
on September 14, 1959 
when visionary voters in the 
Campbell-Maple Grove, Churchill, 
Hile, Lincoln, and Mona Beach school 
districts overwhelmingly supported 
this merger. Since all five districts 
shared Mona Lake as a common 
border Superintendent Bill Luyendyk 
from the Lincoln School District 
suggested the new K-12 district be 
named “Mona Shores” Public Schools. 
This merger has served the greater 
Norton Shores-Roosevelt Park area 
well for almost five decades. The 
consolidation successfully linked 
together five separate neighborhood 

school communities into a single 
unified K-12 district. Mona Shores has 
since built an impressive reputation. 
The district is universally recognized 
by area residents as one of the 
finest around with some of the best 
academic, athletic, and performing 
arts programs in all of West Michigan. 
Many have contributed to the 
district’s success. The district hopes 
to acknowledge some of these key 
individuals this coming September 
when a community-wide 50th 
Birthday Party will be held. Please 
look for further details about our 
“Golden Anniversary” celebration in 
the months ahead!

Thanks For your Generous Support:

On February 24th voters in the school 
district overwhelmingly supported 

a $13 million 
bond proposal to 
modernize school 
buildings and 
outside facilities. 
Just like 50 years 
ago, district 

residents of today 
let the future be their guide. They put 
their faith in the school district and 
acted in a very visionary manner. In 
fact, they did much more. Residents 
supported the bond proposal at a 
time when many communities would 
have nixed it in a heartbeat. Instead, 
Mona Shores’ residents set their own 
personal needs aside and unselfishly 
placed the needs of students and 
staff first. Like 50 years ago, the 
community’s overwhelming vote 
of support was impressive indeed. 
The legacy of today’s residents is 
knowing their support for capital 

improvements funded by the $13 
million bond proposal will help keep 
Mona Shores a cutting edge school 
district for years to come. I’m sure 
I speak for all students, staff, and 
parents in thanking the community 
for its generosity! These latest 
improvements will help insure Mona 
Shores remains the school district of 
choice for families living and moving 
into the area. 

Operating Budget Problems Remain: 
Like all districts in Michigan, Mona 
Shores continues to experience 
General Fund (GF) Budget problems. 
State funding has simply not kept up 
with inflationary cost increases. Worse 
yet, the struggling state economy is 
likely to lead to per pupil funding 
cuts in the very near future. Couple 
this news with the fact that Mona 
Shores is facing a steadily declining 
enrollment and you have a perfect 
recipe for escalating budget problems. 
In this 2008/09 school year alone the 
district is running a near $700,000 
budget deficit. This requires the use of 
dwindling district fund equity dollars 
for the fifth time in the last seven 
years. Current district projections 
for next year call for an even higher 
$2.3 million deficit. As a result, the 
Board and Administration are left 
with no choice but to approve an 
eighth straight year of cuts to existing 
district programs and services. 
Please feel free to share your budget 
input with board members and 
school district leaders in the months 
ahead as they monitor changing 
revenue and expenditure projections 
before approving an initial 2009/10 
budget in June. Unfortunately, the 

A Message from the Superintendent

Spring Has Sprung! Time to look ahead... 
What does the near future hold?
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Spring Has Sprung! Time to look ahead... 
What does the near future hold?

Non-Resident Schools of Choice 
application forms are available at the 
Mona Shores Administration Building, 
3374 McCracken, Room 8, beginning 
Monday, April 13th. Applications must 
be completed and returned in person to 
the Administration Building by 4:00 p.m., 
Monday, May 11, 2009. Students with any 
suspensions, expulsions or truancies are 
not eligible to apply. 

If necessary, grade level public lotteries 
will be held at the May 11th Board of 
Education meeting to determine new 
enrollees. The meeting will begin at 7:00 
p.m. in the Administration Building Board 
Room. Draws will be held if the district 
receives more student applications in a 
grade level than there are slots available.

Siblings of current choice students 
will be given preference for identified 
openings as required by state statute. 
Parents and guardians will be notified 
of tentative building placements in 
early June. Further information about 
the Mona Shores District Plan may be 
obtained by contacting Administrative 
Assistant, Sheryle Bronsema at (231) 
780-4751, extension 8205, or via e-mail 
at bronsems@monashores.net. 

compounding nature of every 
district’s budget problems will lead 
to mounting budget pressure into 
the foreseeable years ahead. It will 
likely take a major turnaround in 
the nation’s economy before this 
downward spiral will end. 

Academic, Fine & Performing Arts, 

and Athletic Success Continues:

While annual budget problems 
sometimes require close district 
attention … students, staff, and 
parents never lose sight of the 
high expectations needed in the 
classroom, on the stage, and on 
the athletic field. Our students 
continue to post some of the 
highest test scores around, and the 
most notable extended-classroom 
accomplishments in all of West 
Michigan. When compared to the 
many successes of students in 
neighboring area school districts, 
our students continue to garner 
prestigious honors, awards, and 
achievements. As I mentioned 
in last January’s edition of the 
Lighthouse View, hardly a week 
goes by without some group 
or individual student being 
recognized in The Muskegon 

Chronicle for some outstanding 
achievement or another. Our 
students and staff are certainly 
overachieving in this very 
challenging budget environment.

Please remember you’re always 
welcome to attend monthly school 
board meetings to stay abreast 
of important school news and 
district developments. Attending 
these meetings allows you to 
provide valuable resident input. 
However, if you can’t attend our 
school board meetings you can 
always find the meeting minutes 
on the District’s website at www.
monashores.net.

And finally, please take me up on 
my standing invitation to visit 
your schools at any time. Once 
inside the buildings you’ll see first-
hand the outstanding student and 
staff successes I mention in every 
Lighthouse View. I hope to see you 
soon in one of our buildings! 

Have a great spring everyone!
Mr. Terry L. Babbitt
Superintendent of Schools
231-780-4751, extension 8205
babbittt@monashores.net

OPENINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

 GRADE # OF OPENINGS
 Kindergarten 50
 1st 20
 2nd 5
 3rd 10
 4th 10
 5th 10
 6th 20
 7th 10
 8th 10
 9th 15
 10th 10
 11th 10
 12th 0

2009/2010 
ScHoolS  
of cHoice  
Program
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Due to the changing times, we want to remind parents that you 

may apply at any time during the school year for free 

and reduced priced school meals. If your household 

size goes up, income goes down, you begin 

receiving Food Stamps, FIP, FDPIR or other 

benefits or lose your job, your children may be 

eligible for free or reduced priced meals.

Applications are available at all school 

building offices or online at the school 

website (www.monashores.net). 

Please contact Sandy Piper at (231) 

780-4751, extension 8269 with any 

questions.

free & reduced School meals
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As you know, every fall we 
administer the Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program 
(MEAP) to students in grades 3-9, and once again 
the students from Mona Shores have demonstrated 
academic excellence. One of the challenges a high 
achieving school district faces is the need to continue 
demonstrating improvement and achievement 
growth; however, through the hard work and effort of 
students, staff and families, that challenge has been 
met again this year. I dare say that the scores show 
marked improvements.

Of the eighteen scores reported in the areas of 
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and 
Social Studies…

•10 areas showed an increase

•2 areas remained the same

•4 areas showed a slight decrease

•10 of the areas showed scores above 90% proficient

If you would like to view the actual scores 
encompassing all grades and content areas they will 
be posted on our website at http://www.monashores.
net/districtoffices/Curriculum_Instruction/
assessment/ as soon as they are released to the 
public. 

The High School was busy preparing for and then 
administering the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) 
on March 10, 11 and 12 to all juniors. During that 
time frame they also administered the EXPLORE 
and PLAN tests to freshman and sophomores and 
provided the opportunity for interested seniors to 
take the MCC entrance exam. As you can imagine 
it was an eventful week – by all reports the students 
definitely put forth their best efforts. 

We are tremendously excited about the new 
classroom spaces that will soon be available as a 
result of the successful 2009 Bond Election. This 
would not have been possible without the support of 
our Mona Shores families – thank you!

As always, our office team invites you to visit our 
Curriculum & Instruction website under Departments 
and Services at www.monashores.net. Please feel free 
to contact us: Tammie Mathews, Secretary at (231) 
780-4751, extension 8232 and Ann Cardon, Director 
at extension 8231.

Office of Curriculum,  
Instruction & Assessment

Curriculum
Corner- 2009 - 

excellence awards
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2008-2009 
Excellence Awards.

Do you know a Mona Shores employee who is exceptional 
in his/her field? Always gives his/her all? If you can 
answer yes to these questions, then you may have 
a candidate for Mona Shores Public School’s 2009 
Excellence Award.

Nominations are being accepted now through May 1, 
2009. The nomination form is available at all school 
offices and can be located on the Mona Shores Education 
Foundation web page http://www.monashoreskids.com/
index.php. 

Any community member, student, or staff member may 
nominate one or more Mona Shores employees for the 
award. We will be presenting five awards to our district 
employees.

Teaching STaff
•Inspires students of all backgrounds and abilities to learn.
•Has the respect and admiration of students, parents and 

colleagues.
•Plays an active and useful role in the community, as well 

as in the school.
•Has a minimum of five years of successful teaching 

experience.

SupporT STaff
Is employed in one of the following work classifications: 
transportation, maintenance, custodial, office personnel, 
security, food services, professional support to teachers– 
including para educators and others providing educational 
support, health services group, etc.

•Is an exceptionally dedicated, knowledgeable, and skilled 
member of the support staff.

•Goes above and beyond the call of duty.
•Is supportive of the learning environment.
•Plays an active and useful role in the community.
•Has a minimum of five years of successful experience in 

his/her current position.

Members of the awards committee will review nominations 
for the Excellence Awards. Final decisions are based on 
recommendations and conversations with the nominees’ 
co-workers and supervisors.

The Excellence Awards Program is made possible by the 
Mona Shores Education Foundation.

mona Shores education foundation
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Curriculum High School

a message from High School Principal,  
Jennifer Bustard
We have recently completed our 2nd 
trimester and have entered into our 
3rd and final trimester. I would like to 
acknowledge our students and staff for 
a successful school year and certainly 
want to commend them for all of their 
fine efforts! 

I personally would like to thank all of 
our community members for being 
so supportive of Mona Shores Public 
Schools. The successful passage of the 
recent Bond election in such a decisive 
manner was a positive for our school 
district. Our students and staff will now 
be afforded much-needed improvements 
and it was all made possible by our 
community members! The Help Mona 
Shores Bond Campaign Committee 
members were just outstanding! Their 
commitment to getting the necessary 
work done to have a successful election 
is to be commended. I would like to 
also thank our parent Tri-Chairs, Chad 
Wegner, Bob Grevious and Sean Deur. 

Their leadership was second to none!  
I look forward to the upcoming months 
of planning and all of the construction 
that will be happening throughout our 
district.

We are also pleased to announce that 
Mona Shores High School will be 
once again offering Summer School 
for students. Students will have 
the opportunity to take a class for 
credit recovery and also for credit 
enhancement. Specific Summer School 
information is available in the counseling 
office at the high school or can be found 
on our high school web page.

Hope to see you at our next event! 
Please visit our high school web page 
for dates, locations, current events and 
general school information at www.
monashores.net.

All the best!
Jennifer Bustard, Principal
(231) 780-4711, extension 8498

Students of the Month:
September 

Marie Roof & Andrew Sung
October 

TeAsia Martin & Lauren Wilbur
November 

Brittany Hradsky & Megan Susterich
December 

Stefan Pauwels & Bailey Torvinen
January 

Heather Halub & Taylor Hirvo
February 

Kate Dennis & Leah Jennings
March 

Jeremy Rank & Scott Tiefenthal
April 

Tim Duiser & LaPortia Stewart
May 

Kyle Smith & Holly Vanderlinde

On March 10, 11, and 12 the juniors participated in the Michigan Merit Exam 
(MME), which is required by the Michigan Department of Education. Students who 
participate in the MME are eligible for the Michigan Promise Scholarship from 
the State of Michigan worth $4000 toward post-high school education. For more 
information on the MME and the Michigan Promise Scholarship, visit the web at 
www.michigan.gov/mme.

As part of the MME, students take the ACT plus Writing and WorkKeys tests. 
Students are allowed to send ACT scores to four higher learning institutions free 
of charge. In addition, the WorkKeys tests give students the opportunity to receive 
the National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC), which will soon be required by 
over 500 Michigan employers. For more information about this certificate, visit the 
NCRC website at www.nationalcareerreadiness.org. 

Much planning went into the three days of testing. It could not have happened without 
the help and support of Mona Shores administration, staff, and parent volunteers. 
We would like to thank Big Apple Bagels, Dutch Bakery, Goober’s Bakery, Meijer, Inc., 
Office Max, Plumb’s, and Ryke’s Bakery for their donation of food and other needed 
items for this event.

For more information on the Michigan Merit Exam, visit the links above or contact 
Camille Gabris, Assistant Principal at (231) 780-4711 extension 8494.

michigan merit exam  
aT mona SHoreS HigH ScHool



High School
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SCHOLARSHIP FORMS
Any senior who has received a 
scholarship should fill out a form in 
the Counseling Office in order to be 
recognized at the Honors Convocation. 
These forms will be available in May.

FINAL TRANSCRIPTS
Seniors must notify the Counseling 
Office which college must receive a final 
transcript.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Muskegon Community College 
Performance Based Scholarships: 
Scholarships towards tuition at MCC 
from the following departments are 
available in the Counseling Department 
or online at www.muskegoncc.edu/
pages/2407.asp. Art, Business, Dance, 
English, Foreign Language, Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation, 
Industrial Manufacturing Technology, 
Life Science, Math, Music, Social 
Science, and Theatre. Deadline: April 
15th.
Muskegon Community College Board 
of Trustees: Any senior 
with a 3.2 – 3.4 GPA 
is eligible for a $200 
scholarship. Those 
with a 3.5 and above 
can get $500. Pick up 
the application in the 
Counseling Office. 
Deadline: May 4th.

MICHIGAN PROMISE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Seniors who have 
qualified for the 
Michigan Promise 
Scholarship should 
receive a letter from 
the Michigan Office 
of Scholarships and 
Grants confirming 
their qualification for 

the merit award. The letter then asks 
seniors to notify the state where they 
are going to school so that the state can 
send vouchers for the money to the 
financial aid office of that school. If you 
misplace the letter, you should call the 
Merit program at 1-888-4-GRANTS and 
let them know your intended school. It 
is helpful to have your social security 
number or date of birth when making 
the call. If they don’t receive the 
information, they will not know where 
to send the money for next fall.

ACT OPTION FOR MICHIGAN PROMISE 
SCHOLARSHIP INSTALLMENT 
PAYMENTS: 
For those students in the Class of 2009 
who received valid scores in all areas 
of the spring 2008 MME but received 
scores of 3’s and/or 4’s in one or more 
area(s), an ACT retake option has 
been approved by the Department of 
Treasury. Interested students must 
take the ACT before July 1, 2009. 
Applicable testing dates are April 4, 
2009 (area testing held at MCC and 

Baker Colleges) and 
June 13, 2009 (area 
testing held at Mona 
Shores High School). 
The student pays for 
the registration fee 
unless qualified for 
free/reduced lunch. 
In case of the latter, 
the student can apply 
for a waiver through 
the counseling office 
(well in advance of 
the testing date).
For specifics, 
please go to http://
www.michigan.
gov/mde/0,1607,7-
140-22709_35150-
204760--,00.html.

ACT
Juniors planning to take the June 13th 
ACT must have their registration packet 
postmarked by May 8th. Registration 
packets are available in the Counseling 
Office. Registration can also be 
completed online at www.act.org. Mona 
Shores High School’s code is 232-704 
and our high school test site number is 
178050.

CAREER FAIR
All juniors will have the opportunity 
to attend the area-wide Career Fair 
at the LC Walker Arena on April 
16th. Students will be able to talk 
to professionals in over a hundred 
different careers representing the 
six career pathways as well as 
representatives from all the Michigan 
colleges, universities, military branches, 
and several career and technical 
schools. 

PLAN AND EXPLORE TEST RESULTS
Sophomores and freshmen took the 
PLAN and EXPLORE tests on March 
10th and will be receiving their 
results prior to the end of the school 
year. These tests are valuable tools 
for assisting our students in gaining 
experience in test-taking strategies for 
the ACT.

COUNSELING OFFICE WEBSITE
Please refer to our website, located 
on the Mona Shores home page, for 
the latest scholarship application 
information, financial aid, and testing 
information. There are also links for 
scholarship searches. If students are 
interested in updating their Education 
Development Plans (EDP’s), they should 
go to the Career Cruising link under 
the HS Media Center web page. For 
additional information please contact 
the High School Counseling Office at 
(231) 780-4711.

Counselors’
Corner



Segment i class registration for summer is underway. Session begins June 16th and continues through 
July 9th (with driving schedule extending up to three weeks after last class). 

Segment ii class will be offered June 15, 16 & 17 from 11:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 
Forms are available in the High School Media Center and the Community Services Office, Room 8 of the 
Administration Building located at 3374 McCracken Street. Registration will continue until classes are full. The price 
for Segment I is currently $365 and for Segment II the price is $45.00. 

To check availability, please contact the Mona Shores Community Services Office at (231) 780-4748. Please visit our 
website at www.monashores.net for further information regarding class sessions, driving schedules and enrollment 
requirements.
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Driver’s Education
Students interested in taking Driver’s Education may pick up an application  
at the Community Services Office, located in Room 8 of the Administration 
Building at 3374 McCracken Street.

The High School Library Media Center (LMC) staff works diligently to 
provide the necessary curricular support to staff and students. In doing 
so, the LMC staff saw the need to support our students with their required 
readings. Over the past year, the LMC has purchased a set of MP3 players, 
an audio book subscription to Audible.com, CD versions of novels, and 

Playaways (self-contained listening devices which come 
preloaded with a single book). As of last month, LMC 
staff is also taking part in a three-phase program 
through the Muskegon Area Intermediate School 
District (MAISD). The goal of the program is to put 
in place equipment and procedures to support the 

needs of students with print disabilities. We are 
very thankful for the support of Jim Kauppila, 
Teacher Consultant at the MAISD, for 
implementing this program.

Research shows that students who listen 
to audio books in conjunction with printed 
texts can increase their level of reading 

comprehension, can develop vocabulary, and 
assist with improved fluency. 

Besides helping students succeed in their 
classes, another advantage is that students 

no longer have to be limited by their reading 
ability. Audio books provide students with a way 

to enjoy printed material that otherwise would be 
out of their reach.

For more information, please contact Anne 
Brainard, High School Library Media Specialist at 
(231) 780-4711, extension 8352.

April 22 Cap, gown, announcement  
 distribution – during lunches  
 (High School Auditorium Lobby)

April 30 National Honors Society Induction  
 7:30 pm (High School Auditorium)

May 2 Prom 
 Trillium Conference & Banquet Center 
 6:30 pm (dinner), 8:00 pm (dance)

May 13 Graduation Seating Chart Posted

May 21 Honors Convocation 
 8:00 pm (High School Auditorium)

May 26 0 Hour Senior Exam

May 27 No Late Start 
 4th  & 5th Hour Senior Exams

May 28 1st & 3rd Hour Senior Exams

May 29 2nd Hour Senior Exam

 Senior Breakfast – 7:15-8:30 am  
 (High School Cafeteria)

 Senior Checkout- 10:19-12:00 pm

 Senior Lunch – 12:30 pm  
 (Fricano’s on the Lake Pizza)

May 31 Baccalaureate – 3:00 pm  
 (High School Auditorium)

June 1 Commencement Rehearsal 
 12:45 pm (LC Walker Arena)

 Commencement 
 8:00 pm (LC Walker Arena)

2009 calendar of events
for High School Seniors

High School library media center
Supports curriculum Through

 audio Book offeringS

June 5 0 Hour Exam – 6:30-7:34 am 
 1st Hour Exam – 7:40-9:05 am

June 8 2nd Hour Exam – 7:40-9:05 am 
 3rd Hour Exam – 9:20-10:40 am

June 9 4th Hour Exam – 7:40-9:05 am 
 5th Hour Exam – 9:20-10:40 am

2009 High School exam 
Schedule grade 9th – 11th
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Sailor Athletic News

a message from athletic director, 
Walt gawkowski

We recently concluded yet another 
winter sports season. Congratulations 
to all of our coaches and athletes 
for a job well done. I personally, am 
extremely proud of the effort and 
commitment they demonstrated. I am 
also pleased to announce that 18 of our 
athletes received first team OK Black 
Conference recognition. Another nine 
athletes were recognized as honorable 
mention. This was just reward for 
their many hours of hard work and 
dedication. Most importantly, our 
student-athletes continue to exhibit 
outstanding character, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship. Once again, they 
proved themselves to be among our 
greatest ambassadors.

The Mona Shores hockey team 
under the guidance of second year 
coach Charlie Link again took on 
the challenge of playing one of the 
toughest schedules in the State of 
Michigan. The Sailors continued their 
dominance in the OK Conference with 
yet another Tier One Championship. 
Our players and coaches once again 
proved themselves to be among the 
premier programs in the State of 
Michigan as they made a lengthy 
MHSAA tournament run brought to 
an end with a disappointing loss in 
the state championship game. The 
4-2 loss to Trenton High School will 
not diminish yet another outstanding 
season. Congratulations to all of our 
coaches and players on a job well 
done.

Our girls’ basketball team also 
experienced a banner year. 
Under the tutelage of 
coach Brad Kurth, 
our girls won their 
second consecutive 
conference championship 
with a perfect 
10-0 record in 

the OK Black. In addition, the girls 
avenged last season’s disappointing 
loss in the MHSAA District Finals by 
claiming this year’s championship. 
A heartbreaking loss to Benton 
Harbor High School in the Regional 
Tournament brought one of the most 
memorable seasons in recent memory 
to a close. 

Jeremy Andres’ Varsity Basketball 
Team found the going tough at times 
during the 2008-2009 campaign. 
Despite a 7-15 record this particular 
team will be remembered for the 
tremendous effort they displayed 
each time they stepped on the floor. 
Their ability to “bring it” every single 
night was a trademark of this 
team. For that, they should be 
commended. I would also like to 
give kudos to our dance team under 
the direction of Staci Nic and Rogena 
Ensign. Their efforts in making our 
home basketball games exciting events 
did not go unnoticed.

After a second place finish in the 
OK Conference, the Mona Shores 
Gymnastics Team had an outstanding 
showing in the MHSAA Regional Meet 
and earned a place in the MHSAA 
State Meet held at Rockford High 
School where coach Carol Schneller’s 
team finished in ninth place. Kristin 
Kampenga finished in second place 
in the individual state finals on beam 
while Jackie Sipovic earned a 14th 
place finish in the all-around. 

Our boys’ and girls’ bowling teams 
entered their third 

year of existence 
under coach Scott 
Lautenschlaeger. The 
boys’ team finished 

second in the OK Black 
Conference 

while the girls’ team rolled to third 
place finish.

Our competitive cheer team under 
second year coach Amanda Mills 
finished the season in fourth place 
in the OK Black/White Conference. 
Highlights included a first place finish 
in the Big Red Invitational and second 
place finish in the Greater Muskegon 
Athletic Association meet.

Our Swim Team is a cooperative 
program with Muskegon High School, 
under the direction of Coach Dave 
Kooi. Once again we witnessed 
many personal bests and especially 
congratulate Brad Otto, Dustyn Fett, 
Derek Kuipers, and Jacob Hunt who 
qualified for the MHSAA State 

Meet. Congratulations 
to Jacob Hunt who 

raced to a third place 
finish at the state meet 

in the 100 butterfly 
representing the highest 
finish by any Muskegon 

area swimmer.

Our Varsity Wrestling Team 
under the direction of Al 
Weber and Blake Groenhout 
completed the 2008-2009 
campaign with a fifth place 
finish in the OK Green 
Conference. The season 
was highlighted by some 
outstanding individual 
performances. Chief 

among them was the performance of 
Evan McPherson who qualified for the 
MHSAA State meet. 

In addition, to many great 
performances by our athletic teams, 
we had many individual honors 
awarded as well. At right you will 
find a list of our athletes who were 
recognized as All-Conference in their 
respective sports:
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M o n a  S h o r e S  P l ay e r S  P r e S e n t

Snow White &  
The Seven Dwarfs

Boys’ Basketball  
Eric Davis – HM

Girls’ Basketball 
Brittani McKenzie, Marie Roof,  
Allison Wolffis

Boys’ Bowling 
Chris Dempsey, Mike Edens

Girls’ Bowling 
Courtney Guest, Sarah Gregoire,  
Hamide Sinani - HM

Competitive Cheer 
Megan Susterich, Alli Mocere,  
Taylor Espinoza – HM

Gymnastics    
Kristin Kampenga, Jackie Sipovic,  
Shannon Cook – HM

Hockey 
Scott Tiefenthal, Brendan Sturr, Mike Soto, 
Drew Skocelas - HM, Kyle Hicks - HM

Swimming    
Jacob Hunt, Derek Kuipers, Brad Otto, 
Dustyn Fett

Wrestling 
Evan McPherson - HM, Kyle Pawlowski - HM

As you may know, the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association requires 
each of its member schools to designate 
a minimum of seven full consecutive 
calendar days during the summer when 
school is not in session as a “dead period.” 
During this seven-day period, coaches may 
not provide coaching instruction to any 
students from the district in which they 
coach in any setting (including camps), 
except that non-school, organized baseball 
and softball practices or competitions 
regularly scheduled throughout the summer 
with schools’ coaches and students from 
the same district may continue without 
interruption. During this time, our athletic 
programs and facilities are essentially “shut 
down.” Our designated “dead period” this 
summer will begin Monday, June 29th 
and run through Sunday, July 5th. This 
information may be helpful as you plan 
your summer activities.

I hope I will see many of you at our athletic 
events this spring. Spring schedules are 
now available in the Athletic Office. There 
will be many opportunities to come out and 
watch our young men and women compete. 
I know I speak for them when I say that 
your support means a great deal. 

This On Stage version of the popular 
Grimm Brothers tale is both captivating 
and imaginative and promises to fulfill 
all of your expectations. Our production 
is geared towards children and will run 
under an hour and a half. 

On Thursday, April 23 and Friday, April 
24, the Mona Shores High School 
Players present Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Mona Shores High School Performing 
Arts Center. There will be a matinee 
on Saturday, April 25 at 3:00 p.m. 
Tickets will be $7 for adults and $5 
for students and are available April 
13 - April 24 (Monday through Friday) 
from 2:00-2:50 in the auditorium lobby; 
tickets will also be sold 45 minutes 
before each performance. Tickets may 
be reserved by calling Julie Krass at 
(231) 780-4711 extension 8335 or 
e-mailing krassj@monashores.net.  

A cast of 13 students ranging from 
ninth to twelfth grade will be gracing 
the stage. Snow White will be portrayed 
by Sophomore, Laurel Burgam while 
the evil Queen/Witch will be played 
by Juniors, Kimberly Sorenson and 

Cambria Sobelewski. The Seven dwarfs 
will be played by Lauren Cole, Maddie 
Fox, Dan Gregoire, Lauren Smith, Olivia 
Sowa, Erinn Taylor, and Tyler Wiewiora. 
Additional cast members include Jake 
Dake as the Huntsman and Kyle Smith 
as the Prince.

The Mona Shores High School Players 
is a self-funded organization that is 
able to put on outstanding quality 
performances through donations, 
program advertisements, ticket sales, 
students, and parent volunteers. 
Director, Chad Martin, has put in 
numerous hours working with this 
amazing cast. Auditorium manager, 
Michael Reinhardt, will recycle as much 
as he can to bring us this very creative 
and artistic set. Parent volunteer, Deb 
Patten, should also be recognized 
for all of the time she has donated to 
altering costumes in stock and building 
numerous creative costumes. Thanks 
to all of the above, this production 
of Snow White promises to be a 
spectacular theatrical event. Viewers 
should be prepared to escape reality, 
as they will be taken off on a magical 
journey. 

This coupon may be used for any 
of the following performances:

Thursday, April 23 or  
Friday, April 24 at 7:00 p.m. OR 
Saturday, April 25 at 3:00 p.m.
at the Mona Shores High School 

Performing Arts Center.

This coupon entitles any
Mona Shores Elementary Student

 to one $2 ticket to the
Mona Shores High School Players 

production of Snow White  
& The Seven Dwarfs.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs promises an entertaining outing with 
 the kids! This family fantasy is a must see for parents with young  
children or anyone looking for a spectacular evening of theatre.
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Middle School

calling all 5th grade  
Students and Parents!!!
Mona Shores Middle School 
is excited to get to know you 
and start your transition to 6th 
grade! In April, we will begin 
meeting with students and 
parents to make sure you are 
more than ready for the start of 
the 2009-2010 school year. Mr. 
Levandoski, Principal and Mr. 
Hogston, Assistant Principal, will 
visit each fifth grade classroom to 
introduce themselves and share 
information on what you can 
expect as a 6th grader. On April 
23rd, students and their parents 
will have the opportunity to 
attend an informational meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School 
Auditorium to better understand 
the transition from elementary 
to middle school. Finally, all 
fifth grade students will visit the 
Middle School for a tour and have 
the opportunity to ask questions. 
Check at right for dates and 
times. We look forward to meeting 
you and your parents! 

APRIL:
6-10 No School/Spring Break

13 School Resumes

15 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

18 MSBOA Solo & Ensemble @ Newaygo MS

21 Orchestra 5th & 6th Concert  
 M.S.M.S. Auditorium, 7:00 pm

22 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

 6th Grade Science Camp Parent Meeting,  
 7:00 p.m., TBA

23 5th Grade Parent Meeting, 7:00 pm, Auditorium

24 Sailor Celebration, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

29 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

MAy:
1 Talent Show, Tentative

5 8th Grade Band Concert 
 7:30 pm, M.S.M.S. Auditorium

6 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

12 7th Grade Band Spring Concert 
 7:30 pm,  M.S.M.S. Auditorium

13 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

14 Orchestra Spring Concert 
 7:00 pm, M.S.M.S Auditorium

15-16 Orchestra Trip to Cedar Point, 8th Grade Only  
 (Music in the Parks) 

18-19 Pod B to Science Camp

19 6th Grade Band Spring Concert, 7:30 pm,  
 M.S.M.S. Auditorium

21-22 Pod C to Science Camp

20 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am

25 Memorial Day, No School

       8th Grade Band Marches in Memorial Day  
 Parade in A.M.

26-27 Pod A to Science Camp

27 No Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 7:45 am

       7th Grade Washington D.C. Parent Meeting,  
 Auditorium, 6:30 pm

       8th Grade Washington D.C. Orientation  
 Meeting, Auditorium, 7:30 pm

28 Choir Concert, 7th /8th Grade, 7:30 pm,  
 Note:  Will be at MSHS Auditorium

juNE:
1 Mona Shores High School Graduation

3 No Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 7:45 am

5 8th Grade Bon Voyage Dance, 7:00–9:00 pm 

9 Last Student Day

13-15 8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip

Middle School
Calendar of Events

5th Grade  
Classroom Visits: 

Campbell 
Tuesday, April 14th 

Lincoln Park 
Wednesday, April 15th 

Churchill  
Thursday, April 16th

Ross Park 
 Friday, April 17th 

5th Grade Parent Night: 
Middle School Auditorium 

Thursday, April 23rd  
 7:00 p.m.

5th Grade  
Middle School Visits: 

Lincoln Park 
Monday, April 20th 

Campbell 
Tuesday, April 21st 

Churchill 
Monday, April 27th 

Ross Park 
Tuesday, April 28th

Mona Shores Middle School will 
be hosting the first ever ‘Mommy 
Mixer’ sponsored by the Life 
Management I and II students on 
Tuesday, May 12th from 6-7:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria. It is a 
chance to meet highly motivated 
and qualified teens that would 
like to begin a babysitting 
career. They have taken the Red 
Cross Babysitter Training class 

that is taught in the Life Management I class. You will have the 
opportunity to mingle and meet these great students in a casual 
and friendly atmosphere. If you are looking for a safe, responsible, 
and kid-friendly babysitter, this is your big chance! 

For additional information, please contact Middle School Teacher 
Cindy Soyars, (Certified Red Cross Babysitter Trainer) at (231) 
759-8506, extension 8535.

Find Your Kid-Friendly Babystiter!

Mona Shores Middle School
Mommy Mixer Event
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Mrs. Eccleston’s 6th Grade Language Arts class recently read the 

short story, I Escaped a Violent Gang (later captured on film as the 

movie Freedom Writers). After months of writing, dreaming, and 

raising money, Pod C finally welcomed Maria Reyes to stage on 

March 12, 2009. As one of the original Freedom Writers from Erin 

Gruwell’s class, Maria learned to lay down her life of gang violence 

and instead pick up the powerful pen. Through journal writing and 

the amazing encouragement of her teacher, Maria found her voice 

and is now using it to inspire adolescents and teachers around the 

country.

After her riveting presentation, each student tucked away a 

different meaningful part of her message. Marina Langlois, a 6th 

grader at Mona Shores shared, “I was inspired. She showed me 

that there is still hate in the world and that if I want it to go away, 

I would have to do something about it.” Another 6th grade student, 

Samantha Pyman, stated, “Maria Reyes impacted me by telling me 

to write my experiences down on paper. Now, ever since she said 

that one phrase, I started to write in my journal again.” 6th grader, 

Glenn Wilks, absorbed a simple but profound message, “I learned 

that there is good in everyone.”  

Maria Reyes’ message is important for both staff and students, we 

all belong, not because of race, social economic status, or gang 

affiliation; we belong because we are all human.

Sixth Grade Sailors 
lead with their 

Through writing and  
encouragement from  

her teacher, Maria Reyes 
found her voice...

Big DreamBig Dream

Pod C welcomes Maria Reyes, top photo. 
Middle and bottom photo: MS students 

Samantha Pyman and Glenn Wilks.
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Elementary Schools

Author Gary D. Bower Visits Ross Park
Each year the month of March is designated as “March is Reading 
Month.” Ross Park’s PTO invited author Gary D. Bower to help kick 
off March is Reading Month on Friday, February 27th, 2009. Mr. 
Bower is a well-known author from Traverse City who has written 
I’m a Michigan Kid, Tessa’s Treasures, Wyatt’s Wagon, Ivy’s Icicle 
and Cody’s Castle. His wife, Jan Bower, beautifully illustrates each 

of Mr. Bower’s books.

Mr. Bower’s presentation to the students emphasized on 
how a thought becomes a book. By using a PowerPoint 

slide show he sparked the interest of the audience by 
sharing all of the details involved in publishing a book. He 

also shared stories from his own life that helped him create 
the stories he has written. During his presentation, Mr. Bower 

shared how illustrations are produced and placed into his books. 
The students and staff at Ross Park were amazed at the amount of 
time it takes to generate a book from start to finish.

To conclude his presentation, Mr. Bower allowed the students to 
ask a variety of questions. The students were also allowed to pre-
purchase any of Mr. Bower’s books. Each book that was purchased 
was personally autographed by Mr. Bower. He emphasized several 
times throughout his appearance that anyone could write stories; 
one just needs to use his/her imagination and have a pencil to 
begin writing.

Mr. Bower with Ross Park third graders 
 (left to right): Alyssa Peck, Kelly Anderson, 

Thomas Wells and Tyler Heethouse.

Mrs. Grigsby reading with students (left to 
right): Noah Bathrick, Dylan VanderMolen, 
Galvester Robinson, and Faithe Mowery.

This school year Ross Park welcomed aboard a new staff 
member. Nancy Grigsby, a former third grade teacher 
from Churchill Elementary, joined Ross Park’s staff as the 
school’s reading specialist. Mrs. Grigsby works daily with 
students from kindergarten through fifth grade. She is also 
instrumental in helping the staff at Ross Park incorporate 
different reading strategies into classroom lesson plans.

Mrs. Grigsby’s classroom is set up as a literacy center. 
Everything is about reading! She works with students as they 
learn different strategies to help them become better readers. 
At any given time one can enter Mrs. Grigsby’s classroom and 
find students engaged in various reading activities. Some of 
these activities include computer-generated reading programs, 
reader’s theater, reading buddies, and the use of reading and 
comprehension manipulatives. 

The students and staff at Ross Park are very fortunate to have 
Mrs. Grigsby as a part of their team. She is a great addition to 
the Ross Park reading family!

ross Park elementary
Welcomes new reading Specialist



It’s March and the students are asking us if it is time to “Read 
to Self”, and cheering when we say yes. For at least 20 minutes 
each day, every child is actively engaged in reading with smiles 

on their faces! This is the new face of reading at Lincoln Park! After 
participating in a staff book study on The Daily Five, many teachers 
have implemented the program in their classrooms. The Daily Five is “a 
student-driven management structure designed to fully engage students 
in reading and writing.” 

Teachers are experimenting with ways to use it to the best advantage in 
their classrooms. Every day, as part of the literacy block of time, children 
will “Read to Self,” “Read to Someone,” (with books they have chosen at 
their individual reading levels), “ Listen to Reading,” and work on writing 
and word skills. It is truly amazing how enthusiastically involved the 
children are in these aspects of reading. The staff is cheering along with 
the students!

For more information on this and other Lincoln Park activities, please 
contact Building Principal Ray McLeod at (231) 755-1257.

The New Face of Reading  
at Lincoln Park!

sd5woasdkYIAGHBNM/W

M

children at Lincoln park are  
voracious readers. We are always 
in need of new reading materials.  
if you have children’s books that 

your family has outgrown, we 
would greatly appreciate your 

used book donations to our school.
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The Kindergarten and 
Developmental Kindergarten 
classes at Lincoln Park had 
a great time studying living 
science this winter. Jamie from 
the Outdoor Discovery Center visited our classes, thanks to a grant from 
the Mona Shores Community Foundation. We enjoyed some discussion time 
however, what the students liked most, was the hands-on center time! Here 
children studied mammals, amphibians, birds and reptiles. This included 
an opportunity for the students to pet frogs, toads, a rat snake and other 
animals native to our area. All of the Kindergarten Living Science State of 
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE’s) were covered in a fun 
and interactive way!

For more information on this and other Lincoln Park activities, please 
contact Building Principal Ray McLeod at (231) 755-1257.

lincoln Park  
kindergartners Study  

living Science

Students at the reptile table pet the rat snake.

Jamie showing off a frog.

Books
needed!
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Elementary Schools

Each summer Mona Shores Community Child Care Center’s Day Camp has had its 

own unique theme, providing the opportunity to design our individual camp weeks 

with a creative and imaginative focus. Now that we’re turning 12, what better way to 

celebrate the summer than putting together Sailor Care’s Greatest Summer Hits! We 

searched back into the Sailor Care camp memories and handpicked the most incredibly 

fun, way-memorable camp themes since 1997 and jam-packed them into one amazing 

summer just for your child! Registration will begin April 20th, space is limited so 

early registration is recommended. Weekly, daily and hourly rates are available.

For more information, please contact Mona Shores Community Child Care Center at 

(231) 780-6720 or by e-mail at vankersb@monashores.net.

Every week is an opportunity for 
eight “S’more” Winning Students to 
volunteer for Campbell’s Caring Kids 
Club. Students at Camp Campbell 
are recognized with “Smore Awards” 
by staff for positive role modeling. 

Students from grades 1-5 wait with 
anticipation in hopes that they will 
be chosen to be a club member. The 
children donate one hour of their 
recess time during their selected week 
to create a craft or do an activity that 

will better the lives of others. 
The club was created and is 
directed by Campbell para-
professional Jenny Sabo. 
Co-workers at Campbell 
state that she is a kind, 
creative, and energetic 
leader and the students 
enjoy working with her.

Many individuals and organizations in 
our community have been touched by 
acts of kindness shared by Campbell’s 
Caring Kids Club. The children at 
Child Haven received blanket bags 
for their comfort. Blood donors at 
The American Red Cross have worn 
badges of pride created specially for 
them by these students. Residents and 
staff at the Roosevelt Park Nursing 
Home have enjoyed crafts created and 
given with love. During the holidays 
the students also created beautiful 
ornaments in memory of a Norton 
Shores Police Officer. These were 

presented to his daughter in a 
private surprise ceremony. 

Club members receive a 
certificate of appreciation and 
the life-long lesson of giving to 
others. What a valuable lesson for 
all of us to remember! 

For more information on these 
and other Campbell activities, 
contact Principal Nate Smith, at 
(231) 755-2550, extension 8899.

campbell kids care

Summer  Day  Camp 2009

“Sailor Care’s Greatest Hits”
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Elementary Artists
 

at Annual Exhibit
Each spring the Muskegon 
Museum of Art, in conjunction 
with the Muskegon Area 
Intermediate School District 
(MAISD) and local school 
districts, hosts a student art 
exhibit. This exhibit showcases 
the best of what is being created 
in art departments across the 
county. Expressions 2009, the 
27th Annual Student Art Exhibit, 
brought in rave reviews from 
students, parents, families and 
friends who came to check 
out the art on March 11th. An 
opening reception was held for 
the elementary artists and their 
families on that evening. They 
came and viewed many pieces 
of art, participated in a museum 
scavenger hunt, and talked about 
their own art to inquiring minds!

Each piece was creative in its 
own unique way. The format for 
this year’s exhibit was different 
than in previous years. Each 
piece of art had to meet a strict 
12” x 12” format. That proved 
to be an interesting challenge. 

Many of the art pieces that have 
represented Mona Shores in the 
past have been 3-dimensional 
works. 

Many of the pieces of art created 
by Mona Shores artists have 
become part of the permanent art 
collection at the MAISD. Every 
year, staff members from the 
MAISD choose favorite works. 
They then make a purchase 
offer to the artists. The artists 
can choose to sell their work 
or have it returned to them. If 
they choose to sell, the work 
is professionally framed by the 
MAISD and displayed in their 
offices.

Students in grades DK through 
twelve are eligible to exhibit in 
this show. The five art teachers in 
our district choose the artwork. 
Nettie Verstraete and Danielle 
Bensen-Fennell teach art at the 
high school, Maria Helsen heads 
up the art program at the middle 
school, and Melissa Snoeyer and 
Heather Sturr are the art teachers 
at the elementary schools. 

churchill elementary
Julie Beechnau
Nicholas Engle

Dominique LeRoux
Braxton Wasilewski

Lauren Wozny

ross park elementary:
Mia Johnson

Macy McDonald
Althea Muth
Alyssa Peck

Donquel Sims
Alexis Wansten

campbell elementary
Kristi Carson

Zeke Clark
Logan Denman

Jason Elema
Savannah Kendra

Cindy Wu

Lincoln park elementary
Maddie Burda
Tommy Cotner
Haley Gartland

Jordan Lang
Eden Pena

Mackenzie Willeke

The elementary artists featured this year are…

The public is invited to view the exhibit at The Muskegon Museum of Art, 296 W. 
Webster Avenue in downtown Muskegon, during regular museum hours (Wednesdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Thursdays: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., Sundays: 12-4:30 
p.m., Closed Mondays and Tuesdays). The exhibit runs from March 12 – May 3, 2009. 

ShinE

“Sailor Care’s Greatest Hits”

Kristi Carson

Mia Johnson
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2009-2010 

Preschool Registration
Mona Shores Tuition Preschool 
offers classes for children for 
the following ages: Threes, Fours, 
Young Fours and neW this year 
a five-day per week Pre-K (Four/
Five) class. All of our instructors 
are certified teachers and we 
offer classes at both Ross Park 
Elementary and the Administration 
Building. Our program will 
provide a positive, safe, nurturing 
environment that will promote 
physical, intellectual, social and 
emotional growth. 

To receive an enrollment package, call or visit the Mona 
Shores Community Services Office, Room 8 of the 
Administration Building, 3374 McCracken Street, Norton 
Shores (231-780-4748). Residency is not required for 
the tuition preschool program. A non-refundable $30 
registration fee with one-month’s tuition as a deposit is 

required with application. For additional 
information or age requirements, visit our 

website at www.monashores.net. 

Fruitport and Mona Shores School districts are in consortium 
to serve preschool age children in two free programs, Great 
Start Readiness Program (GSRP) and Head Start Program. 

Head Start is a free preschool program for income eligible 
families. Children must be 3 or 4 years old by December 1. 
The program meets four days each week in either an a.m. 
or p.m. session. Breakfast/lunch or lunch/snack is offered. 
Transportation is provided for children who live in Fruitport or 
Mona Shores School District. 

Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) offers free preschool 
for children who are four years old by December 1. Families 
must meet two qualifying factors from a list of 24. The program 
meets four days each week in either an a.m. or p.m. session. 
Transportation is not provided. 

Open registration for both programs will be held on April 
15, 2009 from 4:30–6:30 p.m. Please bring the following 
information with you to registration: child’s birth certificate, 
immunization record, proof of 2008 income, proof of residency 
and insurance card.

Registration locations are as follows:
Ross Park Elementary, Room 33
Beach Elementary, Room 1 and 3

Edgewood Elementary, Room 1

 If you have questions, please call the Fruitport Early Childhood 
office at (231) 865-4016.

rhonda hall has a Master’s Degree from 
Western Michigan University with an Early 
Childhood Education Endorsement. She has over 
18 years experience with young children and 
teaches our Three, Four and Young-Four classes 
at Ross Park. 

Sherri Johnson has a Bachelor’s Degree from 
Utah State University. She started as our long-
term sub and joined our staff in 2001. Sherri 
teaches our Three, Four and Young-Four classes 
at the Administration Building. 

Sue Kacprzyk joined our staff in 1986. She has 
a Bachelor’s Degree from Augustana College. 
She has taught preschool for Mona Shores for 
over 23 years and currently teaches both Three 
and Four-Year Old classes at Ross Park. 

Kendra olsen is a former kindergarten teacher 
and joined our staff in 2005. She completed 
her Bachelor’s Degree from Hope College with 
additional credits in Early Childhood from Grand 
Valley State University. Kendra will be teaching 
our new Pre-K (4/5) class at Ross Park this fall. 

amanda Marchese joined our staff in 2008. 
She has a Bachelor’s Degree from Cornerstone 
University with a minor in Early Childhood 
Education Pre-K/K. She interned in a preschool 
classroom and student taught in kindergarten. 
Both opportunities provided her valuable 
experience and confirmed her love of teaching 
young children. She teaches both Three and 
Four-Year Old classes at our Administration 
Building. 

classes fill 
up fast...
enroll today!

fruitport/mona Shores  
Preschool Programs now enrolling

Meet Our Preschool StaffMona Shores preschool 
program has an outstanding 
reputation in our school 
community for over 32 
years. Our teaching staff 
is selected by considering 
academic qualifications, 
experience and the desire 
to teach and work with 
preschool age children. All 
teachers have a bachelor’s 
degree with elementary 
certification and additional 
credits in early childhood 
education. We are working 
closely with our Curriculum 
Office and kindergarten 
teachers to ensure every 
child entering kindergarten 
is ready to learn. This joint 
effort will mean greater 
success for all children. Your 
choice should be simple…
Mona Shores Preschool! 

Top Row (left to right): Sherri Johnson, Kendra Olsen
Bottom Row (left to right): Amanda Marchese,  

Sue Kacprzyk, Rhonda Hall
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Football
Grades 2-12   July 6-9

Horsemanship
Ages 6-12 
July 6-27
(Mondays)

Golf
Grades 2-9 
July 27-31

The above schedule is 
subject to change and is 
not all-inclusive. At the time 
of printing, additional classes, 
dates and times were still being 
updated. Please feel free to call our 
office with any questions or for additional 
information at (231) 780-4748.  
Credit Cards Accepted!

Boys’ 

Basketball

Grades 2-6

June 22-25 

Girls’
Softball
Grades 3-9  

July 6-9

T-Ball
Ages 4-6 

 June –July
(Mornings)

Look for complete flyer  
coming home with students!

231-780-4748
Credit Cards Accepted!

Strings
Grades 6-8

August 10-14

Zany ZooAnimals
Ages 4-6

Dates TBA

KindermusikAges 11/2 - 41/2June 18 - July 30(6 Weeks)

Princess  
Camp

Ages 3-5
July 20-24

Girls’  VolleyballGrades 8-12July 13-17

Girls’ Fitness 
Program

Grades 9-12
TBA 

Girls’  BasketballGrades 3-8June 15-19 Grades 9-12June 8-12 (Evening)

Pirate Camp
Ages 4-6

July 20-24

Inter-City
Tennis

Grades 5-9

June 15-July 31 

Mona Shores Community ServicesSpring Classes•Aerobics • Zumba • Yoga Plus• Oil Painting (Wet-on-Wet Workshops)• Advanced Photography on Location• Debt Free In the 21st Century•American Karate • Saddle-up Horsemanship• Ice Skating for Students and Adults• Story Time for Young Children• Kindermusik for ages 11/2 - 41/2Please call (231) 780-4748  for details or to register

Grades Listed are 
NEXT YEAR’s  

Incoming Grade Levels

Gymnastics
Age 3 - Grade 9

July 8-10
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Today, Mona Shores Public Schools has reached a point where 

state-of-the-art technology in our schools is no longer just 

a dream. Our citizens supported these needed technology 

improvements with the approval of the District’s February 

2005 bond proposal, which included $4 million for technology 

enhancements, and 

more recently the 

District’s February 

2009 bond proposal, 

which included $1.8 million for technology enhancements. This 

generous community support will provide students and staff 

with a rich technology infrastructure and the related technology 

resources needed to improve student learning and classroom 

instruction. This is vitally important in the 21st century if 

students are to gain the skills and knowledge necessary to 

thrive in the “Information Age” and compete in a global economy. 

As time goes on, the District’s Technology Plan will integrate 

emerging new technologies into the teaching and learning 

process for all staff and students. Since the future 

is a rapidly changing landscape, it requires the 

plan to be our road map to the future. The plan will 

need to adjust to new challenges each year while 

retaining its focus on fulfilling the original dream. 

We are currently in the process of updating the District 

Technology Plan. The State of Michigan requires that every 

school district have a functional technology plan. The plan 

will be reviewed and approved by our 

Board of Education, Muskegon 

Area Intermediate School 

District (MAISD), and the State 

Department of Education (MDE). 

The District’s Technology Plan is 

currently available for comment 

and can be 

reviewed by 

visiting http://

www.monashores.

net/tech/. If you 

have any thoughts 

or questions 

concerning the 

plan feel free to 

contact Lane White 

Jr., Director of Technology 

at (231) 780-4751, extension 8234 or by e-mail at lwhite@

monashores.net.

Mona Shores Public Schools is piloting an emergency/parent 
notification system to enhance the communication process 
within our community, reach families quickly in the event of an 
emergency, and improve the overall quality and frequency of 
home-school communications. Parent notification solutions will 
allow administrators to deliver direct-to-parent voice messages 
to their home, mobile phones, and email accounts. Notifications 
can be made for emergency alerts as well as more routine 
announcements, updates, or messages between school and 
home, such as attendance notifications, special events, holiday 
or testing reminders, or volunteer requests. 

In the coming weeks you will be receiving a letter and a form 
containing contact information that we currently have in our 
student information system for your children. The notification 
system will be updated daily from these records, so it is 
important that you notify your child’s school with any changes 
to your home or mobile phone numbers along with email 
addresses. We are excited to add this notification system to 
enhance communication!

Mass Notification System

The future is a rapidly 
changing landscape...



2009 School calendar of events

BoarD of eDucaTion
The Lighthouse View is published four times per 

year by Mona Shores Community Services.  Inquiries 
should contact Renee Doan at (231) 780-4748 or 

email at doanr@monashores.net. Visit Mona Shores 
on the web at www.monashores.net. 

The

6-10 Spring Break No School Preschool – 12th Grade
4/13-5/11 Schools of Choice Enrollment Period Call (231) 780-4751, extension 8205
15 4th Grade Link Up Concert-District 4th Graders 10:30 a.m. – Frauenthal Center
16 High School Career Fair 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. – LC Walker Arena
21 5th & 6th Grade Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
23 5th Grade Parent/Student Orientation 7:00 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
23-25 Mona Shores Players Present  7:30 p.m. (Thurs/Fri) – 3:00 Matinee (Sat) 
 ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ High School Auditorium
24 Campbell Carnival 5:30-8:00 p.m. – Campbell Elementary
 Sailor Celebration  6:00-8:00 p.m. – Middle School
25 5K Run/Walk (all ages)  8:00 a.m. – Middle School 
  Sponsored by Girl Scout Troop 288 
28 High School Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 p.m. – High School 
29 National Honor Society Induction 7:30 p.m. – High School Auditorium
30 Title 1 Family Fun Night 5:00-9:00 p.m. – Ross Park Elementary

1 ½ Day  - High School Dismiss at 10:40 am (grades 9-12)
 Senior Citizen Luncheon 1:00 p.m. – High School Cafeteria
2 High School Prom Trillium Conference & Banquet Center
  6:30 p.m. – Dinner
  8:00-11:00 p.m. – Dance
3 High School Spring Band Concert 1:30 p.m. – High School Auditorium
 High School Spring Orchestra Concert/Banquet 4:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
5 8th Grade Spring Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
11 Schools of Choice Application Deadline 4:00 p.m. – Administration Building
12 7th Grade Spring Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
14 Middle School Spring Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
14, 15, 16  Pop Goes the Sailor Performances 7:30 p.m. – High School Auditorium
16 Girls on the Run 5K Finale Reeths Puffer High School
19 6th Grade Spring Band Concert 7:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
20 An Evening of Theatre 7:00-9:00 p.m. – High School Dance Room
21 Senior Honors Convocation 8:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium
22 Last Preschool Day 
 Fifth Grade Strings Concert 7:30 a.m. – High School Auditorium
25 Memorial Day No School
 8th Grade Band marches in parade 
26 0 Hour Senior Exam  
27 4th & 5th Hour Senior Exam 
 7th Grade Washington D.C. Parent Meeting 6:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
 8th Grade Washington D.C. Parent Meeting 7:30 p.m. – Middle School Auditorium
28 1st & 3rd Hour Senior Exams 
 Middle School Choir Concert 7:30 pm. – High School Auditorium
29 2nd Hour Senior Exams 
 High School Senior Last Day 
31 Baccalaureate 3:00 p.m. – High School Auditorium

1 High School Commencement 8:00 p.m. – L.C. Walker Arena
5 High School Exam - 0 and 1st Hour 
 8th Grade Bon Voyage Dance 7:00-9:00 p.m. – Middle School
8 High School Exams – 2nd & 3rd Hours 
 AM Kindergarten Last Day 
9 High School Exams - 4th & 5th Hours 
 Last Student Day  - ½ Day Grades DK-11 No AM Kindergarten
  PM Kindergarten attends in the morning
 Ross Park Fifth Grade Celebration Ceremony 9:00 a.m. – Ross Park Elementary
 Lincoln Park Fifth Grade Farewell 9:30 a.m. – Lincoln Park Elementary
 Churchill Fifth Grade Completion Ceremony 10:00 a.m. – Churchill Elementary
 Campbell Fifth Grade Graduation 10:30 a.m. – Westwood Reformed Church
10 Last Teacher Day 
15 Summer Camps & Activities Begin Call Community Services  
  at (231) 780-4748 for details
16 Summer Driver’s Education Begins High School Room 301 A & B
24 Elementary Offices Close for Summer 

April 20 ..................Comb. Wk./Reg. Mtg. - Lincoln Park Elementary
May 4 .....................Work Session - Admin Building
May 11 ...................Regular Meeting - Admin Building 
June 8....................Work Session - Admin Building 
June 15..................*6:45 p.m. Budget Hearing/Reg. Mtg. 
 Administration Building

2009 Meeting
Schedule

The Board of Education generally 
meets on the first and second  

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  
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This event is very popular and fills 
up quickly! Don’t delay, call today!

Mona Shores Community Services will 
be hosting the Annual Senior Citizens 
Luncheon for Mona Shores residents ages 
62 and older. The date 
of the event is Friday, 
May 1, 2009, and will 
be held in the Mona 
Shores High School 
cafeteria. Seating begins 
at 12:45 p.m. and 
the program/
luncheon will begin 
at 1:00 p.m. Pre-
registration is 
required and limited 
seating is available. 

To register, please call our office at (231) 
780-4748 and press 4 to leave a recorded 
reservation. Please leave first & last name, 
address, and phone number for each 
person attending. all attendees must be 
Mona Shores residents. Reservations 
are taken on a first come, first serve basis 
and fills very quickly. Reservations will be 
accepted until full but no later than 4:00 
p.m. on April 17, 2009. Confirmations will be 
mailed approximately one week prior to the 
event. Hope to see you there! 

Senior 
Citizens 

Luncheon
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