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As winter weather approaches we are more likely to 
experience school closings and/or delays. School 
delays postpone the start time of school by two (2) 
hours and therefore, cancel morning ECSE, DK, K, 
Preschool and GSRP classes.  With a delayed start 
the childcare latchkey sites open at their regular 
times in their regular locations. 

Closings typically cancel all school activities for 
the entire day, this includes preschool, GSRP and 
latchkey program sites. With a school closing the 
Childcare Center located at Ross Park Elementary is 

open during their regular hours for all  
students currently enrolled in the child- 
care/latchkey program from any building. 

Please tune into your favorite local radio or 
TV station for up-to-date closing, delayed start 
information. Additionally, you can visit our district 
web site at www.monashores.net and click on 
the ‘Closings and Delays’ tab on the extreme top 
menu bar which is linked to the WZZM TV13 School 
Closings website. You may also telephone your 
building of choice for a recorded message. 
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I hope you had a wonderful holiday 
season! I trust you enjoyed your time 
spent with family, friends and relatives. 
Now it’s time to turn the page on 2008 
and move on to 2009. The New Year is 
already looking to be another great one 
in the school district. Here’s why 2009 
is shaping up to be so special.

Mona Shores Celebrates its 50th  
Golden Anniversary in 2009!
Mona Shores Public Schools celebrates 
its Golden Anniversary later this year. 
The district was created fifty years 
ago on September 14, 1959 when 
area residents wisely supported the 
merger of five separate K-8 school 
districts into a single, comprehensive 
K-12 one. Visionary voters in the 
Campbell-Maple Grove, Churchill, 
Hile, Lincoln, and Mona Beach school 
districts overwhelmingly supported this 
move. Since all five districts shared 
Mona Lake as a common border, 
Superintendent Bill Luyendyk from 
the Lincoln School District suggested 
the new K-12 district be named “Mona 
Shores” Public Schools. To hear Bill 
tell the story, he didn’t like the sound 
of Norton Township Public Schools, 
plus the Campbell-Maple Grove school 
district didn’t lie exclusively in Norton 
Township. Campbell Elementary sat 
in the middle of the City of Roosevelt 
Park. This merger has served the entire 
Norton Shores-Roosevelt Park area 
well for five decades. The consolidation 
effectively linked together five separate 
neighborhood-areas into a single unified 
school-community. The results have 
been impressive. Mona Shores has 
built a strong reputation of educational 
excellence over the past 50 years. 
The district boasts some of the finest 
academic, athletic, and performing 
arts programs in the entire West 
Michigan Area. Many, many people 
have contributed to the district’s 
successes over the years. Plans are 
already underway to acknowledge these 
contributions as the district gets set 
to celebrate this historical milestone 

A Message from the Superintendent

Mona Shores Public Schools: 

Happy New Year Everyone!   
this September. So, please look for 
further information about our Golden 
Anniversary Celebration in the months 
ahead. It should be a great party!

Important Bond Vote Next Month!
Last November the Board of Education 
agreed to place a $13 million bond 
proposal on the upcoming February 24, 
2009 ballot. They did so on a 7-0 vote. 
Board members unanimously supported 
this move because passage of the  
measure does not raise the district 
millage rate. This bond proposal simply 
asks voters to approve the existing 
district debt retirement levy for its 
remaining eight years, and then extend 
it for two 
more years. 
This proposal 
represents the 
lowest cost bond 
fund plan, both 
short term and 
long term, of 
all 12 school 
district plans 
in Muskegon 
County. That’s 
because 
Mona Shores 
currently levies 
the 2nd lowest 
debt retirement 
millage of all 
the districts, 
and has the 
least number 
of millage years 
remaining of 
all districts in 
the county. Two 
bar graphs are 
provided at right 
to help illustrate 
this comparison.

A quick look 
around the 
immediate area 
will find new 
high schools in 
Grand Haven, 

Spring Lake, Orchard View, Oakridge, 
Reeths-Puffer, Whitehall, and Muskegon 
Heights. There are plenty of others that 
exist in the broader west Michigan area. 
Mona Shores High School, on the other 
hand, opened its doors in 1962. The 
Middle School followed suit in 1969. The 
High School is fast approaching 50 years 
of age, and the Middle School celebrates 
its 40th birthday this year. While the 
buildings have been well maintained 
over the past 4-5 decades, they are really 
starting to show their age. Some parts 
of the buildings have been left relatively 
untouched for the full 40-50 years. These 
areas really need to be addressed. In 

continued on page 23
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As children approach kindergarten age, parents often raise 
various questions about kindergarten entry, enrollment 
and attendance. Below you will find the answers to some 
frequently asked questions.

Q: When is Kindergarten Round-Up?
Kindergarten Round-Up is held in February. Each Round-Up 
takes place from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. You can arrive as early as 
6:00 to complete enrollment forms. Check out the dates for 
each school below. Feel free to attend any date that works for 
your schedule. 

Q: Why should I attend Kindergarten Round-Up?
We encourage parents to join us for an evening to begin the 
enrollment process. Kindergarten Round-Up will provide 
parents an overview of the Kindergarten experience. You 
will hear from the principal, teachers and other district staff 
about things like: what a typical day looks like, what students 
will learn and be expected to have mastered prior to first 
grade, questions about transportation and options such as 
developmental kindergarten.

Q: At what age can my child enter kindergarten?
If your child is 5 years old on or before the first of December 
of any year (2009), he or she can enter kindergarten. 
Michigan law requires public schools to be open to all children 
who reach the age of 5 on or before the first of December of 
any school year. (Revised School Code §380.1561 (1)).

Q: If my child is 5 on or before the first of December of the  
school year, do I have to send my child to kindergarten?
Parents of a child who is 5 years of age have the option not 
to send their child to school until the child is 6 years of age. 
(Revised School Code §380.1561 (2)).

Q: Should I hold my child out of kindergarten   
even though my child is age-eligible?
Mona Shores Public Schools strongly encourages parents to 
send their children to kindergarten when they are age-eligible. 
However, many parents consider withholding their child from 
kindergarten due to concerns that the kindergarten program 
may not be suitable; that 
their child may be 
among the youngest 
in the class or may 
not be “socially 
mature 
enough” 
for the 
experience; 
or that their 
child is 
not yet 
“ready for 

kindergarten.” Sometimes these concerns are expressed by 
staff members in the child’s preschool program. Please know, 
however, that Mona Shores welcomes the opportunity to meet 
the needs of all kindergarten students, regardless of their age 
or stage of development.

Here are some reasons why a child should attend kindergarten:
• Kindergarten instruction promotes learning of many skills 

that are the foundation of the curriculum through Grade 
12. For example, early reading instruction is especially 
important to all learners.

• If a child is an English Language Learner, there is support in 
kindergarten programs to help the child learn English at an 
early age.

• A problem that may affect a child’s ability to learn can 
be identified in kindergarten. An age-eligible child who is 
attending kindergarten will have that problem identified and 
will receive appropriate services. The earlier the problem is 
identified, the sooner the child can receive special services 
that may help overcome the problem and improve his or her 
ability to achieve throughout the school years.

• According to research, keeping an age-eligible child out of 
kindergarten does not result in any long-term benefits.

Q: What are steps to begin the enrollment process?
In Mona Shores the enrollment process begins with your 
home school building secretary. You will be provided an 
enrollment packet to complete and return to the school. The 
enrollment packet includes items such as a home language 
survey, copyright release form, and annual enrollment form. 
Please feel free to drop by your home building and pick up an 
enrollment packet today.

Q: What documentation will I need to provide  
to the school for enrollment to be complete?
Please provide a completed enrollment packet, birth 
certificate (original), immunization record to include hearing 
and vision, and proof of residency (i.e., warranty deed to 
mortgage, most recently paid property tax statement, rental 
lease or agreement, mortgage payment receipt, or affidavit of 
residency with property owner).

Q: Does Mona Shores provide school bus  
transportation for kindergarten?
Transportation is provided to resident kindergarten students 
beyond the one-mile walkout policy. AM Pickup and PM 
Drop-off will be at the regular neighborhood stops. Noon pick-
up and drop off is as close to the home as possible. Parent/
Guardian must be present at drop-off or the child will not be 
permitted to leave the bus. 

Q: What if I have additional 
questions or concerns  
regarding kindergarten?

Feel free to contact your 
building principal, or 

Penelope Miller-Smith, 
Student Services 

Director at 
231-780-4751, 
extension 8217 
or millerp@
monashores.
net.

What Parents  
Should Know About  
Kindergarten Entry,  
Enrollment & Attendance

Kindergarten Roundup

Ross Park
Elementary
121 Randall Rd.
231-798-1773

ext. 8698
6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday

February 17

Churchill
Elementary
961 Porter Rd.
231-798-1276

ext. 8998
6:30 p.m. 
Thursday

February 23

Lincoln Park
Elementary
2951 Leon St.
231-755-1257

ext.8798
6:30 p.m. 
Monday

February 18

Campbell
Elementary
1355 Greenwich
231-755-2550

ext. 8898
6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday
February 5

Mona Shores Public Schools: 

Happy New Year Everyone!   

continued on page 23



Dear Mona Shores Community:

On behalf of the Mona Shores Board of Education, we would like to address a very important 
issue affecting the lives of students and community members alike. The Board’s collective hope 
is this letter spurs conversations between concerned community members, parents, and students 
throughout all of Mona Shores.

The abuse of prescription drugs is a national problem. It affects persons of all ages and incomes, 
including students attending Mona Shores schools. In recent years, the Board and staff of Mona 
Shores have witnessed an alarming increase in disciplinary events at the middle and high schools in 
respect to the sale, distribution, and/or receipt of prescription drug medication.

The Mona Shores Board of Education firmly believes that its most important responsibility is to 
keep all students safe. The Board maintains a strict Drug Free Policy in order to maintain a secure 
learning environment in which every student may thrive. Prescription drugs are a controlled 
substance and can be very dangerous, if not deadly, when used without medical oversight. There 
should be no doubt that the sale, distribution, receipt, and/or unauthorized use of prescription 
medication constitutes a violation of school board policy and will result in punishment, including 
possible student expulsion from Mona Shores Public Schools.

The Board well understands that a written policy cannot fully address a problem like substance 
abuse. Parents, guardians, and community members must be engaged in this issue. A few 
suggestions to help keep children safe include the following:

• Hold regular conversations with children about drug abuse.
• Know the warning signs of drug abuse in children (i.e., changes in interests and hobbies, 

disrupted sleeping patterns, missing medications from the medicine cabinet, empty cough syrup 
bottles or cold blister packs among personal effects, sudden changes in friends, appearance, 
hygiene, or behavior, negative changes in school performance, increased secrecy about activities 
or possessions, and visits to drug-related internet sites).

• Keep all prescription medications within the household secure. Keeping count of unused 
medications is often suggested. Parents should also watch their child consume any prescribed 
dose in its entirety. 

• Remind your child that it is against policy to bring medication to school without proper 
authorization through the school office. (Check individual school handbooks for complete 
policy.) 

• Remind your child to NEVER give their medication to another child.

Thank you in advance for partnering with the District to address this most important matter.

A Letter from the  
Board of Education 
Regarding Prescription 
Drug Use…
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I simply 
cannot believe 
how fast the 
school year 
is flying by 
-- by the 
time you read 
this it will be 
a brand new 
year. The first 
few months of 
school have been 
tremendously busy 
and tremendously productive. We 
administered the MEAP (Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program) 
to all of our 3rd through 8th grade 
students in the areas of English 
Language Arts and Mathematics; in 
addition the MEAP is administered 
to our 5th and 8th grade students 
in the area of Science; and to our 
6th and 9th grade students in the 
area of Social Studies. The students 
put forth a great deal of effort and 
now we will wait for our awesome 
scores to be returned. We certainly 
have a lot to be proud of here at 
Mona Shores Public Schools.

If you are the parent of an 
elementary level student – I hope 
you have been inundated by a 
rush of enthusiasm about writing 
coming from your child. All of the 
elementary teachers are using the 
Units of Study for Teaching Writing 
throughout the district. Whenever 
I am in buildings or talking with 
teachers there is a real excitement 
about the way our students view 
themselves when it comes to 

writing. 
They really 
believe 
they have 
a voice 
and a story 
to tell. 

Due to the 
success of 
the Writing 
Units of 
Study at the 
elementary 
level our 

middle school English teachers are 
attending sessions later this year. 
There is excitement amongst the 
teachers as they go through this 
process and we hope the results 
will continue to foster a sense of 
being an “author” throughout our 
students as they progress through 
our system. 

Have you had the 
chance to check 
out the blogs at the 
middle school? It is 
a great way to learn 
more details about 
what is going on 
in the classrooms 
– if you have any 
questions please 
don’t hesitate to give 
the middle school a 
call. 

The high school 
is sailing through 
this year with the 
first full year of 

trimesters behind them – you 
would never know it was only our 
second year. Students and staff 
are both reaping the rewards of a 
tremendous amount of time, effort 
and planning! The staff also spent a 
great deal of time researching and 
attending trainings on the topic 
of differentiated instruction to 
get the most out of every moment 
of instruction taking place. The 
teachers are consciously aware of 
using many different approaches 
when teaching and assessing their 
students to meet the needs of all 
learners in the classroom. 

Once again, Mona Shores continues 
to be on the cutting edge of great 
instructional practices in our effort 
to provide your child with the 
very best educational experience 
possible.

Senior Citizens 
Luncheon 

Office of Curriculum,  
Instruction & Assessment

Curriculum
Corner
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This year’s annual 
senior citizens luncheon 
hosted by Mona Shores 
Community Services 
will take place in May. 
Please look for more 
information and how 
to register in the April 
issue of the Lighthouse 
View. Looking forward to 
another great event!

A Message from Ann Cardon, Curriculum Director



High School

Happy 2009! 

“Rigor, Relationships, and Relevance!” 

As we enter the midway point of the 
2nd trimester I can’t help but feel a 
tremendous amount of pride in what 
is happening here at the high school 
and what lies ahead for our school 
community. Our students and staff 
continue to produce and demonstrate 
excellence whether in the classroom, 
the stage or on the playing field!

Our focus at the high school continues 
to be “Making Connections!” There is 
a direct correlation between students 
who are involved in activities or 
extra-curriculars and high student 
achievement. With this in mind we 
strongly encourage our students to get 
involved in a school activity. 

While student senate, athletic teams 
and the fine arts are all wonderful 
activities to be involved in, it is not 
for everyone. The staff at the high 
school has recognized this and you 
will now see many more after-school 
activities that are non-traditional. 
Physical Education teacher, Joe 
Shaffer has started intramural ping-
pong that is available to students in 
all grades during the lunch periods 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. After-
school tournaments are scheduled 
throughout the school year as well. 

Teacher, Blake Groenhout has started 
the Adventure Club. This group of 
students participates in the outdoor 
extreme adventures like rope courses, 
canoeing, and hiking to name a few. 
Math teacher, Joan Wiersma is the 
advisor for the new Math Club who 
meets after school to further explore 
mathematical challenges. Social 
Studies teacher, Shannon Conrad 
is the advisor for second year club 
Amnesty International. 

There are many more activities 
that students can get involved in. 
Our high school handbook lists the 
clubs and their advisors. You can get 
meeting times from our high school 
announcement page or by emailing 
the staff member. Please encourage 
your student to get involved. The 
friendships and experiences had will 
have a positive impact and make 
a difference in your student’s high 
school experience.

As I mentioned, I am extremely 
excited in what lies ahead for our 
school community. On February 
24th our community will have the 
opportunity to support a much needed 
bond proposal. It is important to 
note this proposal does not call for a 
millage increase but a continuation of 
the current 4.3 mill debt retirement 

levy for eight years with a two-year 
extension until 2018. The students, 
staff and community have been 
the benefactors of the wonderful 
renovations from the 1995 and 2005 
bond elections. Our fine arts wing, 
auditorium and media center are state-
of-the-art and utilized by some of the 
most talented students in the State of 
Michigan. Our technology is second 
to none and has taken instruction to a 
higher level.

It is now time to address the west 
wing of our building. When the high 
school opened in 1962, the high school 
gymnasium and locker rooms were 
called state-of-the-art and met the 
needs of students. A lot has changed 
since 1962. We have enhanced 
offerings for young men and women 
and our current facilities are original 
and are in much need of renovations. 
Quite frankly, the facilities in this 
wing are sub par compared to most 
schools in West Michigan. I encourage 
you to go to the high school webpage 
and view our bond video presentation. 
It is here that Athletic Director, Walt 
Gawkowski and myself share the 
results of our tour of 19 different 
high schools from Kent, Ottawa, and 
Muskegon counties. You will be truly 
amazed at what other schools offer to 
their students. If you would like a tour 
of our facilities please don’t hesitate 
to call or email Athletic Director 
Walt Gawkowski or myself. I am sure 
you will agree that our students and 
community deserve the very best 
that we can offer! For more specific 
information on the bond proposal you 
can go to the district web page at www.
monashores.net. 

We have much to celebrate and to look 
forward to here at the high school and 
would encourage you to join us at any 
of our events that are sure to highlight 
student talents and performances! 

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
next event!

A Message from High School Principal,  
Jennifer Bustard
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at Mona Shores High School Library Media Center
The American Library Association chose the ‘Books with Bite’ theme 
for this year’s Teen Read Week in October. Because the possibilities are 
endless with this theme, it is being used all school year for promoting 
reading at the High School.

To tap into the different interests of each of our students, the Library 
Media Center staff has been and will continue to display books within this 
theme. The year began with a number of staff members ‘Taking a Bite 

out of Books’. These 
staff members 
chose favorite books 
that were displayed 
and students had 
fun participating in 
a related contest. 
Presently, students 
can choose to ‘Get 
Bitten’ by one of 
our horror books 
involving vampires, 
werewolves, and 

such. Also on display are a number of our books on food and cooking that 
allow you to ‘Take a Bite’. The Library Media Staff and student interns are 
busy ordering new books and preparing for future displays. A few of these 
will be ‘Sound Bites’ which will feature our audio book options, ‘Books with 
Byte’ which will feature technology-related books, and ‘Bite-Sized Books’ 
which will feature short stories and poetry. Students will continue to 
have the opportunity to check out books from the displays and to partake 
in contests in which prizes will be given out to the winners. It has been 
exciting to see our students’ interest in reading for enjoyment!

Advanced Placement Courses  
at Mona Shores High School
Students have the opportunity to earn college credit by taking Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses at the high school. A total of 15 courses and exams across 
5 subject areas are currently offered:

Biology Calculus AB/BC Chemistry English Language
English Literature European History Micro Economics Music Theory
Physics Psychology Spanish Statistics
US Government World History 

When students take the corresponding AP exam, they can earn college credit. AP 
courses allow students to develop study habits, improve writing skills, and sharpen 
their problem-solving techniques as they prepare for the rigor of higher education. 
A University of Texas study shows that students who take AP courses along with 
the AP exam, on average have a 30% better chance of completing their college 
course work in five years as opposed to those who do not take AP courses.

For more information on the Advanced Placement courses offered at the high 
school, visit the “Latest News” link on the high school website at http://www.
monashores.net/schoolbuildings/highschool/ or contact Camille Gabris, Assistant 
Principal at (231) 780-4711 extension 8494.

Books with Bite

The High School Library Media Center 
continues to participate in the Green School 
Project, a program that reduces our world’s 
incredible waste and earns money for the 
library media center. We collect empty inkjet 
and laser printer cartridges as well as cell 
phones and PDA devices for recycling. Please 
bring items to any of the following drop off 
locations: High School Library Media Center, 
the Administration Building main entrance, 
Ross Park Elementary, Campbell Elementary or 
Churchill Elementary.

Last school year we recycled hundreds of 
items and earned almost $500 for the library 
media center programs. Not only did we help 
the environment, but also we were better able 
to serve the reading and learning needs of the 
high school students.

Also keep in mind that your work place can 
help our library media center by recycling 
used cartridges and cell phones with us. If 
your company would like to participate, 
please contact Anne Brainard, Library Media 
Specialist at (231) 780-4711 extension 8352 or 
by e-mail at brainara@monashores.net to make 
the arrangements. Thank you in advance for 
helping our school and our environment.

RECYCLE!

�



High School

Counselors’
Corner

STUDENT SCHEDULING FOR 2009 –  
2010 BEGINS IN JANUARY
Counselors will begin meeting with students in 
scheduling assemblies right after the holiday 
break. Students will be given a copy of their transcript to 
review and then will be instructed to select their classes 
for the next school year. Parents can assist their sons and 
daughters in this process by reviewing their choices, signing 
the course selection sheet, and reminding them to return the 
materials to school on time. Counselors and students will 
meet at the end of the week to review the course selections 
for accuracy before the student enters them online. Each 
student will also have the opportunity to update his/her 
Career Cruising account at that time.

The following scheduling time frame will be followed:

Class Assembly Date Course Selection Return Dates
2010 Tuesday, Jan. 6 Thursday, Jan. 8 & Friday, Jan. 9
2011 Monday, Jan. 12 Thursday, Jan. 15 & Friday, Jan. 16
2012 Tuesday, Jan. 20 Thursday, Jan. 22 & Friday, Jan. 23
2013 Monday, Feb. 2 Thursday, Feb. 5

The 8th Grade Parent Night will be scheduled for Monday, 
February 2, 2009 in the High School Auditorium. The high 
school counselors and administrative staff will meet to orient 
the parents to the high school curriculum and scheduling 
process.

FAFSA
Paper FAFSA’s are only available through download at the 
Federal Aid web site or by calling 1-800-4-FEDAID. About 
5% of FAFSA’s are now filed by paper with the majority being 
filed on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Both the dependent student 
and parent must apply for a pin number, which will serve as 
an electronic signature. This can be done at www.pin.ed.gov. 
Keep this in a safe place. It will be used every year that you 
apply for financial aid. People filing online can first use the 
FAFSA worksheet, which will be available starting in January.

You can call the Financial Aid Office at Baker or Muskegon 
Community College and get help for free on filling out the 
Financial Aid Form. Beware of people who want to charge you 
for this service, or of people who promise to get you Financial 
Aid if you pay them to complete your form. When in doubt, 
call first for advice.

Go to www.FAFSA4caster.ed.gov for an early estimate of 
federal aid eligibility. A pin number is not required and the 
information can transfer directly to your FAFSA.

Additional information is available at www.STUDENTAID.
ED.GOV.

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP
On Monday, January 12, we will have a Financial Aid 
Workshop at 7:00 pm in the High School Media Center. A 
financial aid officer from Muskegon Community College will 
be here to go over the Financial Aid process and the FAFSA 
worksheet. Any questions that you have concerning the form 
will be discussed. 

DO THE FAFSA
College Goal Sunday: February 8 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm. Baker 
College Library Learning Connection. Get help filling out the 
FAFSA. Bring your family’s completed 2008 tax forms, (or 
W2s and 1099s) social security numbers, driver’s licenses, 
and 2008 untaxed income records to complete the form right 
there.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Community Foundation of Muskegon: Offers a number 
of scholarships. Most are for seniors going away to a four-
year school. Some are for students going to a vocational 
or technical program. They do offer a few merit-based 
scholarships worth more money. Last year 26 Shores seniors 
were selected in this program. Financial need is often a 
consideration. Deadline: March 1. The application is now 
online at the Foundation website, www.cffmc.org. Please note 
that applicants must complete the FAFSA by March 1 and 
list the school they plan to attend so that the Financial Aid 
Officer will have the necessary information to complete the 
Financial Information form by the foundation’s deadline. 

Frauenthal Scholarship: $1,000 renewable scholarship. 
Must be in top 5% after first trimester. Need for financial 
assistance must be shown. Deadline: March 31. Applications 
available after first trimester grades are entered. 

MEA Scholarships: Last year 18 -$500.00 scholarships were 
awarded based upon leadership, community service, and 
academics. Preference given to children of MEA members. 
Deadline: February 18, 2009.

Sam Walton Community Scholarship: $1,000 scholarship. 
Each Walmart store and Sam’s Club can award two 
scholarships. Logon to www.walmartfoundation.org for more 
information. 2.5 GPA. Must document financial need. Not a 
Walmart associate. Must access application online. Deadline: 
January 14.

Michigan Competitive Scholarships: Any senior who 
attained a 23 composite on the ACT is eligible for this 
scholarship. Renewable. Worth up to $1,300 per year. Must 
attend a Michigan public College and show financial need. 
You must file the FAFSA, and it must be received by March 1. 

GERBER FOUNDATION MERIT SCHOLARSHIP: At 
least one $2,000 scholarship for a Mona Shores Senior. 
Maximum 3.7 GPA in order to target the average to above 
average student. Winners will be selected on basis of overall 
academic record, recommendations, leadership qualities, and 
involvement in curricular, extracurricular, and community 
activities. Preference given to those with little scholarship 
support. Essay and financial statement required. Deadline: 
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To Gerber Foundation by February 28 (online application 
encouraged).

American Legion Scholarships: American Legion gives 
a number of $500 scholarships to children and sometimes 
grandchildren of Veterans. Go to www.michiganlegion.org and 
www.michalaux.org for more information. 

BREWER SCHOLARSHIP: $500. Child of veteran. Attend 
any recognized college. Deadline: January 6 to District 
Committeeman.

GUY M. WILSON SCHOLARSHIP: $500. Child of 
veteran. Attend Michigan college. Deadline: January 6 to 
District Committeeman.

AUXILIARY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: Daughter, 
granddaughter, great-granddaughter of honorably 
discharged veteran of war. $500. Show need. Deadline: 
April 1, 2009.

Michigan Promise Scholarship
• Students may only use monies at a Michigan college or 

university
• Installment winners must certify their award by 

November 15th of the academic year in which they wish 
to use the award

• Students are encouraged to certify online at www.
michigan.gov/promise

• All students must take the MME and graduate from high 
school to be eligible

• Students must begin their enrollment in postsecondary 
study within two years of high school graduation

• Students must complete program requirements within 
four years of when they began enrollment

FUTURE SCHOLARSHIP NOTICES: We will receive 
scholarships for Muskegon Community College and Baker 

College in March and April. When any 
future notices occur, they will be posted 
in our display case, on our web site, 
and in the announcements. Seniors 
will also receive notice via email if they 
have signed up for this service in the 
Counseling Office.

ACT
Junior Registration: The State of Michigan will pay for all 
juniors to take the ACT plus Writing test on March 10 during 
the school day. The ACT plus writing will be the first phase 
of the Michigan Merit Exam. Juniors will be able to send their 
scores to four colleges that they are considering attending. 
They should give this some thought ahead of time because 
they will be asked to give that information during a February 
registration process here at the high school. 

PARENT HELPLINE
The Parent Helpline is a program funded through the Family 
Independence Agency. It is a resource available to Michigan 
parents who need immediate assistance regarding parenting 
issues. Trained crisis workers provide crisis intervention, 
problem solving, information, and referrals to parents who 
wish to explore new ways of dealing with the numerous 
pressures of being a parent. Calls to the Helpline are free, 
anonymous, and confidential. The toll free number is 1-800-
942-4357, and it is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
Students needing tutoring can get assistance every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday after school in the Media Center. 
National Honor Society students are available to tutor in core 
subjects from 3:00 – 4:00 pm.

Segment I consists of 24 hours of classroom instruction and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving instruction. 
Students must be a minimum of 14 years, 8 months by the first class to be eligible to take Segment I. Classes will 
be offered in April/May and June/July. Space is limited and remaining openings will be filled on a first come, first serve 
basis. School reserves the right to cancel a class with insufficient enrollment. To register, please provide the following:
• Completed Application, Emergency Card, and Contract
• Certified Copy of Birth Certificate
• $65.00 deposit ($30 non-refundable) Balance of $300 due 30 days before class begins 
• Proof of a Vision Exam (from your own health provider)

Limited openings are available for Segment II in March and June.   
Segment II consists of 6 hours of classroom instruction. Students must have their Level I License for a minimum of 90 days and 
complete 30 hours of driving (2 hours at night) to be eligible to take Segment II. Students must be present in all three 2-hour 
class sessions and pass final exam to receive their certificate (no make-ups). The cost for Segment II is $45.00. A $10 processing 
fee will be applied to any cancellations received before the first day of class. Once class begins, no refunds will be issued. 

Additional information is available on our website at www.monashores.net, under Community Services, or you may reach us by 
telephone at (231) 780-4748.

Driver’s Education

Students interested in taking Driver’s Education may pick up an application at the 
Community Services Office, located in Room 8 of the Administration Building at 
3374 McCracken Street or in the High School Media Center.

Spring and Summer Openings Still Available
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Sailor Athletic News

A Message From Athletic Director, 
Walt Gawkowski
We recently brought to a close 
yet another fall sports season. 
Congratulations to all of our coaches 
and athletes for a job well done. I 
personally am extremely proud of 
the effort and commitment they 
demonstrated. I am also pleased to 
announce that 21 of our athletes 
received first team OK Black 
Conference recognition. Another ten 
athletes were recognized as honorable 
mention selections in their respective 
sports. This was just reward for 
their many hours of hard work and 
dedication. Most importantly, our 
student-athletes continue to exhibit 
outstanding character, teamwork, and 
sportsmanship. Once again, they proved 
themselves to be 

among our greatest ambassadors.

As many of you know, the 2008-2009 
school year marks our first season 
as a member of the OK Conference’s 
Black Division. The competition 
proved to be difficult indeed and the 
future will surely present a number 
of difficult challenges for our coaches 
and athletes. While the Boys’ Cross-
Country team was the lone program to 
win an OK Black Championship this fall, 
Greater Muskegon Athletic Association 
Championships were won in Girls’ Golf, 
Boys’ Tennis, and Boys’ Cross-Country.

Head Football Coach Ken Rose and his 
staff recently closed the door on yet 
another season. The Sailors finished 

the 2008 campaign with a record 
of 3-6. The Junior Varsity Sailors 
under the direction of Nick Davros 
and Al Heminger completed 
their schedule with a record of 
5-4. While our senior class will 
be sorely missed, our returning 
players will be back to work soon 
and begin looking forward to the 
2009 season. I would be remiss 
if I did not also congratulate the 
fine job turned in by our Sideline 
Cheerleaders. Varsity Coach 
Amanda Mills and Junior Varsity 
Coach Shelly Dykstra and all of 
the girls should be congratulated 
for a job well done. Their 
commitment and hard work was 
simply outstanding.

The 2008 volleyball season 
will go down in Sailor history 
as one of the most difficult 
on record. While our play 
on the floor included many 
highlights including a record 
of 25-11-1 and second place 
finishes in both the OK Black 
Conference as well as the 
Greater Muskegon Athletic 
Association Tournament, the 
entire program and school 
community was shocked and 
saddened by the tragic death 

of Junior Varsity Coach Rick Kesteloot. 
Rick was an outstanding coach and 
educator who will be sorely missed. A 
highlight of this season was the recent 
signing of a National Letter of Intent 
by Marie Roof. Marie has accepted a 
scholarship offer from the University of 
Notre Dame where she will continue her 
education and volleyball career next fall. 

ReNae Samuels just completed her 
second year leading our Girl’s Cross-
Country Team. Under her guidance 
our team ran to fourth place finish in 
the OK Black Conference. This year’s 
team was made up of a very young 
group of girls who posted many personal 
bests. With many runners returning, 
this is clearly a program that is on the 
rise. The Boy’s Cross-Country Team 
under veteran coach John Swinburne 
enjoyed a very successful season, 
winning both the Greater Muskegon 
City Championship and the OK Black 
Conference Championship. The team 
fell short of qualifying for the MHSAA 
State Meet although congratulations 
go out to Tim Woodcock for qualifying 
as an individual. The boys also have 
a number of runners returning and 
we look forward to another successful 
campaign in 2009.

Our Girl’s Golf Team under the 
direction of coach John Brainard had 
one of the their best seasons in recent 
memory. The girl’s won the Greater 
Muskegon City Golf Championship 
and their third place finish at the 
MHSAA Regional Tournament was good 
enough to win them an invitation to 
the MHSAA State Finals where they 
finished in fourth place. Congratulations 
to Brooke Adamczak who was selected 
to the Michigan Interscholastic Golf 
Coaches Association All-State Team. 
Kristina Raiz was also recognized as an 
Honorable Mention All-State selection, 
while Heather Halub was chosen as a 
member of the MIGCA Academic All-
State Team.

Our Boy’s Soccer Team, under the 
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PHOTO: Raffle winner Eric Burrell receives 

the keys to his new Dyna Superglide from Kyle 

Keller of Hot Rod Harley Davidson of Muskegon.

Football Booster Raffle Winner…

BOrN tO BE WILD

The Mona Shores Football Booster Club held 

the drawing for a 2008 Harley Davidson 

motorcycle during halftime at the last home 

varsity game of the season on October 24th. 

The winning ticket was drawn by Homecoming 

Queen Te’Asia Martin and belonged to Eric 

Burrell of Fremont. Eric purchased two of the 

$20 tickets from Mona Shores parent and 

alumni Mark Mangione. 

The Boosters would like to thank everyone who 

pitched in to sell tickets and of course those 

who supported the future of Sailor football 

by purchasing a ticket. We would also like to 

thank Hot Rod Harley Davidson of Muskegon 

for supplying the bike at a discounted price for 

our fundraiser. We look forward to another 

successful raffle next year!
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guidance of Coach Jeremy Leffring, 
finished the 2008 season with an 8-
9-2 record and a fourth place finish 
in the OK Black Conference. Jordan 
Tejchma was honored as a member 
of the Muskegon Chronicle All-Area 
Soccer Team while Evan McPherson was 
recognized as an honorable mention 
choice.

Jeff Bush’s Boys’ Tennis Team won city 
“bragging rights” with their victory 
in the Greater Muskegon City tennis 
Tournament. In conference play, our 
team finished their season with a 
dual meet record of 4-1, which was 
good enough for second place finish 
in the OK Black Conference. A fourth 
place finish in the MHSAA Regional 
Tournament represented a narrow 
miss in their hopes of competing in the 
MHSAA State Finals.

Coach Margie Collison’s swimmers 
competed in the very tough OK Black/
White Division this year. The girls 
finished in a tie for sixth place in the 
league race. Despite competing in 
what is arguably the most competitive 
swimming conference in the State 
of Michigan, our girls showed great 
promise as we witnessed a number 
of personal bests this season. 
Congratulations go out to Emily Brown, 
Sarah Hunt, Sam Kuipers, Jacqueline 
Shetterly, Megan Tejchma, and Morgan 
Thompson who qualified for the MHSAA 
State Meet in Ypsilanti.

In addition to many great performances 
by our athletic teams, we had many 

individual honors awarded as well. 
Below you will find a list of our athletes 
who were recognized as members of 
their respective OK Black Division All-
Conference Teams.

Boy’s Cross Country 
Tim Woodcock, Tom Olson,  
Desmond Kolean-Burley, Jesse Routuier, 
Justin Shady 

Girl’s Cross-Country   
Jamie Barnes, Sara Jones - HM,  
Hilary Rohlman - HM

Boy’s Soccer 
Evan McPherson, Jordan Tejchma,  
Paul Boysen - HM

Boy’s Tennis 
Ben Carlson, David Boyer,  
Matt Dallman, Tim Duiser,  
Connor Gossett - HM,  
Collin Scheir - HM, Tyler McCarl - HM

Volleyball 
Marie Roof, Cora Turrell,  
Allison Wolffis, Bailey Torvinen - HM

Football  
Johnny Childers, Sam Parker,  
Wes Watson, Drew Skocelas, Demar 
Drayton – HM, Erik Childers - HM

Girl’s Golf 
Brooke Adamczak, Kristina Raiz,  
Lindsey Potter - HM

We are all looking forward with great 
anticipation to the upcoming bond 
proposal scheduled to go before the 
voters on February 24, 2009. While 
many areas of our building have been 
addressed in the past decade, the fact 

remains that many of our facilities, 
especially in the athletic area, have 
remained virtually untouched for nearly 
half a century. Mona Shores High School 
is 47 years old and some areas of the 
building are badly in need of renovation 
and/or reconstruction. Let me remind 
all of our readers that this proposal 
does not call for a millage increase but 
a continuation of the current 4.3 mill 
debt retirement levy for eight years with 
a two-year extension in 2017 and 2018. 
With the State of Michigan’s current 
per pupil funding formula in place we, 
like all school districts, find themselves 
in a highly competitive educational 
environment. Our ability to attract new 
students and keep those already here 
will depend largely on the quality of 
district facilities that we have to offer. 
The Mona Shores community has a long 
history of supporting quality programs. 
It is my sincere hope that once again 
our community will rally behind this 
effort to guarantee that the quality 
educational programs and facilities 
we have provided for our students will 
continue far into the future.

In closing, our winter sports are off 
and running. I hope I will see many of 
you at our athletic events this winter. 
Winter schedules will be available 
in the Athletic Office soon. In the 
next few months there will be many 
opportunities for you to come out and 
watch our young men and women 
compete. I know I speak for them when 
I say that your support means a great 
deal.

Reminder: Please do not arrive prior to 
the designated times as after-school 
activities are in progress. Also, jogging 
is prohibited indoors.

Indoor 
Walking

Don’t let the inclement weather 
keep you from your fitness routine! 
Community members are invited to 
“walk the hallways” of our school 
buildings. Please use main front 
entrances unless otherwise designated. 
Walking is allowed on the following days 
and times:

Administration Building 
3374 McCracken 
(Use North Entrance  
off McCracken) 
Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Campbell Elementary 
1355 Greenwich Rd. 
Monday-Thursday 
6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Churchill Elementary 
961 Porter Rd. 
Monday-Thursday 
6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Lincoln Park 
2951 Leon Street 
Monday-Thursday 
6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

Ross Park 
121 Randall Rd. 
Monday-Thursday 
6:15 - 8:00 p.m.

*Middle School 
1700 Woodside Rd. 
Monday-Thursday 
5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

*High School 
1121 Seminole Rd. 
Monday-Thursday 
5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

* In designated  
areas only due to  
building events 



ABCWhat motivates high achieving students to do their 

best? One thing is the Academic Booster Club. The 

ABC awards Gold & Silver Argonaut Cards each year to 

students who earn a 3.5 or higher grade point average. 

These cards offer discounts at local retailers, movie 

theaters and restaurants. ABC also gives Gold & Silver 

students an ice cream treat each semester, plus some 

additional recognitions.

We count on parents of high achieving students to join ABC 

in order for us to fund the above recognitions. We also give 

out one or two Senior Scholarships to deserving Mona 

Shores seniors each spring. Please consider contacting 

Camille Gabris, Assistant Principal (231) 780-4711 

extension 8494 or Vicki Zuker (231) 759-8848 to join 

the Academic Booster Club or if you have a business that 

would offer a discount to Gold & Silver Card students.

Mona Shores High School  
Student Senate Aiding

“SCHOOLS  
FOr  

 SCHOOLS”  
EFFOrt

For most of us January brings the promise of hope with new 
resolutions and the opportunity for a fresh start.  Often our 
attentions are focused on more frivolous factors such as how 
to shed those extra fifteen pounds or whether our favorite 
football team is still in the NFL playoffs.  While our problems 
may indeed have a powerful effect on our lives, throughout 
the world there are others grappling with more severe issues. 

One issue involves the children of Northern Uganda. These 
children have witnessed the destruction of their country as 
it is torn apart by war and fighting.  It is not uncommon for 
these children to be victims of violence or to even be coerced 
into participating in the spread of violence.  

One organization, called ‘Invisible Children’, is stepping up to 
the challenge of providing aid for these children. The Invisible 
Children Organization operates a variety of specific programs, 
one of which is called the Schools for Schools effort. The 
Schools for Schools effort specifically works to improve and 
develop ten higher education facilities throughout Northern 
Uganda that have been damaged by the wars. By improving 
schools, the Invisible Children Organization plans to provide 
an education to the children as potential future leaders of 
Uganda with the hopes that they will develop the skills to 
solve differences peacefully instead of with violence. 

The Mona Shores High School Student Senate believes the 
Schools for Schools effort is an admirable project and is 
doing its part to help. Each week the Student Senate holds 
a bake sale for the student body with all proceeds going to 
the Schools for Schools effort. In addition, the senate will 
be hosting a techno dance in February as a fundraiser for 
this worthy cause. In March there will also be a book drive 
in order to collect books to send to the schools in Northern 
Uganda. Along with these efforts, other events are being 
planned to help the Schools for Schools project. The MSHS 
Student Senate would like to extend this project to the 
community and would appreciate any assistance or donations 
you are able to provide. If you are able to help in any way, 
please contact Brittani Hradsky, the student chairman of the 
International Aid Committee, at bhradster@gmail.com. 

ACADEMIC BOOStEr CLuB
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Middle School

8th Grade  
High School  
Visitation

Middle School
Calendar of Events
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JANUARY:
5 School Resumes 
7 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
8 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
10 & 11 MSBOA Honors Band and Orchestra
14 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
 8th Grade Band Parent Meeting in Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.
15 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
16 Half Day of School, (Dismissal at 10:55)
   End of 1st Semester
19 Martin Luther King Day – No School
21 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
22 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
28 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
29 Ski Club, Cannonsburg

FEBRUARY:
2 8th Grade Parent Night at M.S.H.S. Auditorium, 7:00 pm
 8th Grade Scheduling Assembly at M.S.M.S., 8:00 am
4 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
5 8th Grade Scheduling Assembly During the Day at M.S.M.S.
 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
5, 6, 7  Drama Production, 7:00 pm
11 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
   Count Day
12 Ski Club, Cannonsburg
   Orchestra Retreat, (Cadet & Philharmonic Orchestra),  
     3 – 7 pm
13/16 No School/Mid-Winter Break
18  Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
19 Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert, 7:00 pm
   Ski Club, Cannonsburg – Make-up Date
20 Sailor Celebration, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
24 8th Grade Band Concert, 7:30 pm, M.S.M.S.
25 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
26 7th Grade Band Concert, 7:30 pm, M.S.M.S.
28 MSBOA Orchestra Festival @ Greenville H.S.

MARCH:
4 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
  Conferences, 5 pm – 8 pm, by Invitation
4, 5, or 6 Band Festival @ GVSU, 7th & 8th Grades
5 8th Grade Visitation to H.S.
6 or 7 Choir District Festival, all Day, TBA, Rockford
11 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
18 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am 
   Records Day
20 End of 3rd Marking Period
25  Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
31 Choir Concert, 7:30 pm, M.S.M.S.

APRIL:
1 Late Start Wednesday, School Starts at 9:10 am
3 Half-Day of School, Dismissal at 10:55 am
  Pep Assembly
6  Through 10--No School/Spring Break
13 School Resumes

The High School has invited the Class of 2013 
(the current 8th grade) to visit the building 
on Thursday, March 5, 2009. Both the High 
School staff and students are planning specific 
activities and presentations. The visitation 
is one of multiple activities provided to ease 
student transition between the two buildings.

Additional information will be mailed to 
you from the Middle School. For questions, 
comments, or concerns, please contact one 
of the middle school counselors for more 
information: Faith Chichester at (231) 759-
8506, extension 8595 or Stacie Meyers at 
extension 8594.

Your student’s first day of High School is right 
around the corner and will be here sooner 
than you think. Your 8th grader will have 
many important decisions to make regarding 
the high school curriculum. Educational 
Development Plans, Four Year Plans, and 
placement testing will keep your 8th grader 
busy during the winter months.

Want a glimpse of what’s in store for your 
future high school student? Both you and 
your student are invited to attend the 8th 
Grade Parent Night in the High School 
Auditorium on Monday, February 2, 2009 at 
7:00 pm. If your student took one or more 
placement tests, please plan to arrive by 6:45 
pm in order to have sufficient time to collect 
your student’s class placement(s) results. 

Parent night is an opportune time to have 
your questions answered and will assist you 
and your student in making the smooth 
transition from Middle School to High School.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
one of the middle school counselors for more 
information: Faith Chichester at (231) 759-
8506, extension 8595 or Stacie Meyers at 
extension 8594.

8th Grade 
Students Prepare  
For High School



Churchill Elementary Kids

In early October, these slogans, and 
hundreds of colorful signs designed by 
Churchill Elementary kids, decorated 
the school hallways in preparation 
for a month-long Walk to School 
event. Planned by the Churchill PTO, 
in cooperation with Michigan’s Safe 
Routes to School program, the event 
promoted physical fitness, safe walking 
and biking, less school traffic, pollution 
control, and energy conservation. 

On October 8, despite drizzling 
rain, a record number of students, 
parents, and teachers gathered at 
Unity Reformed Church to celebrate 
the International Walk to School Day. 
Members of Unity Reformed Church 
greeted the students with refreshments 
and encouragement. Then Norton 
Shores police officer, Lori Sinclair, and 
school principal, Mark Platt led the 
crowd on a half-mile parade to school. 

For the remainder of the month, 
students earned points for fulfilling 
the Walk to School goals. They earned 
points for coming to school on foot, 
bike or bus; for physical activity after 
school; and for getting their parents 
to exercise with them. They even 
earned points for donating shoes to 

Soles for Souls. By the end of the 
month, a kindergarten, and two fifth 
grade classes won prizes for their 
extraordinary participation in the Walk 
to School Days contest. All together, 
Churchill families donated 262 pairs 
of shoes and reported 1379 hours of 
physical activity. 

Principal Mark Platt says the event 
succeeded in building community and 
school spirit, as well as promoting 
energy conservation. “But my real 
hope is that a few more kids see 
the value and fun of exercise. My 
childhood memories are filled with 
pick-up games, ghost men in baseball, 
and more. Ironically, today, in an 
era of organized sports, we are facing 
epidemic rates of childhood obesity.”

Mark Platt also says that he hopes that 
the event encouraged families to do 
their part to reduce traffic problems 
around the school. “One bus with 70 
kids takes much less space and energy 
than 50 SUV’s carrying one or two 
students. Families could save time, 
money, fuel, and frustration if their 
kids took the bus, walked or rode their 
bike to school.”

More than 400 schools in Michigan, 
and 3000 in the United States 
participated in the 2008 Walk to School 
Day. Churchill PTO president Marissa 
Spoelman says, “Walk to School Month 
was a lot of fun for our kids and their 
families! We hope other Mona Shores 
Schools will join us next year!” 

To learn more visit http://www.
saferoutesmichigan.org/, http://www.
walktoschool.org/, or contact the 
Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness, 
Health and Sports at 1-800-434-8642.
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Elementary Schools

Written by:  
Allison Keessen

Lincoln Park Elementary School recently 
sponsored several workshops and 
trainings for playground safety by Dr. Curt 
Hinson, PhD. Dr. Hinson specializes in 
“solutions for a trouble-free playground”. 
This program provides schools with a 
practical 6-step approach to solving 
the problems associated with recess 
in the elementary school. Created by 
award-winning teacher and author, Curt 
Hinson, Ph.D., the program helps diminish 
common playground problems and 
improves overall school motivation and 
behavior.

Dr. Hinson taught elementary school for 
16 years and 13 years at the university 
level. He created the program “Trouble 

Free Playground” to help his students 
socialize and play in a constructive and 
safe manner. He is the author of three 
books, Fitness for Children, Games Kids 
Should Play at Recess, and 6-Steps to a 
Trouble-free Playground. 

Lincoln Park’s PTO recently purchased 
playground equipment kits for each 
classroom. These kits contain balls, 
ropes, cones, bean bags, and more, used 
in teaching appropriate social skill games. 

For information about this program 
and other Lincoln Park activities, please 
contact Building Principal Ray McLeod at 
mcleodr@monashores.net or by phone at 
(231) 755-1257, extension 8799.

Games  
Kids Play

Coming Soon! A 5K run/walk and 1-mile fun run starting and ending at Mona Shores Middle School. The focus is to promote children’s healthy lifestyles.  This run is hosted by the 11th grade Mona Shores Girl Scout Troop 20-288 working on their gold award project. The run is scheduled for April 25, 2009 at 8:00 AM. For more information please contact Middle School Teacher, Maria Helsen at helsenm@monashores.net. Look for additional information in upcoming newsletters.  

Children’s Healthy Lifestyles Run/Walk

Save The Date - April 2009

Walk n’ Roll



Third graders from Churchill visited the Muskegon County Historical 
Museum in November. They participated in the Indian Culture Studies 
Days. As part of the visit, they watched Native American drummers 
and dancers. The third graders learned that some of the dances are 
not memorized and dancers move according to what they feel in their 
hearts. The children were able to watch other children dance and then 
join in with the dancers. After watching the dancers, the students visited 
a medicine woman who explained the many uses of natural products in 
our area. She explained that as a medicine woman she would look for 
plants in the local surroundings and make medicine or other supplies. 
She also taught about the customs of her clan, the Turtle Clan. She had 
turtle shells, animal furs, and animal skins to pass around. The third 
graders, who were from Mrs. McClain’s class and Mrs. Samek’s class, also 
toured part of the museum and listened to a Native American storyteller. 

Ross Park Third Graders attended the “Michigan Indian Culture Days” 
program at the Muskegon County Museum this past November. The 
program is designed to help preserve and capture American Indian 
Culture in Muskegon County. The purpose of the program is to help 
Muskegon County students understand and appreciate another 
culture through the combined partnership of the Muskegon County 
Museum, various volunteers, and teachers who are willing to educate 
students in the value of diversity. 
Ross Park third grade teachers and students participated in different 
stations during the program. The participants immersed themselves 
in three current aspects of Native American life: powwow dancing, 
arts and crafts and the oral tradition of storytelling. During powwow 
dancing the students learned that the regalia or outfits that are 
worn during a powwow can cost hundreds of dollars. The outfits are 
cherished for having been made in part or in whole by a particularly 
respected family member. At the end of this station everyone 
participated in a powwow dance. The students learned that being 
asked to participate is a privilege and not participating is considered 
disrespectful. Everyone joined in the dancing and learned something 
new from a different culture.
As the program continued the children listened to traditional Native 
American storytelling. Storytelling among the Native Americans 
consisted of adults usually telling stories from generations past to 
young Native American children. The stories always had some sort of 
meaning that taught a moral or a lesson.
The program ended at the Muskegon County museum as the 
students listened to a Native American Medicine Woman. She taught 
the children how important it is to take good care of “Mother Earth.” 
Native Americans used many items from the earth as medicines for 
their health. Arts and crafts were also created from items taken 
from “Mother Earth.” The Medicine Woman shared many remedies 
and arts and crafts items that Native Americans used in the past and 
currently still do.
Ross Park third graders enjoyed spending time at “Michigan Indian 
Culture Days”. The program helped to reinforce studies about 
Michigan, a part of the social studies curriculum that is being taught 
throughout third grade this year.

Michigan Indian  
Culture Days at  
the Muskegon  
County Museum

Third grade students from Mrs. Lane’s class at Ross 
Park get their picture taken at the Muskegon County 
Museum. From left: Faithe Mowery, Deb Gutowski 
(historian), Austyn Page and Althea Muth.

Churchill Third Graders Participate 
in Indian Culture Study
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Flag Burning CeremonyHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Elementary Schools
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Left: Ross Park Fifth grade 
student, Brian Ebare, 
assists Kindergarten 
student, Keona Reagan, 
with her presidential 
selection on November 4th.

Above: Keona seen here 
dropping her ballot into the 
Ross Park ballot box.

Three fifth grade classes from Lincoln 
Park Elementary participated in a proper 
flag burning ceremony on Veteran’s Day. 
Fifth graders attended the United Way Day 
of Caring on Friday, September 12th at 
Veteran’s Park in North Muskegon. After 
raking and weeding Veteran’s Park, they 
were asked to pick up the old and tattered 
flags around the park. The students, along 
with one of the fifth grade teachers, Sue 
Schiller, researched proper Flag Burning 
Ceremony procedures. These procedures 
were carried out on Veteran’s Day, 
November 11th, as the fifth graders each 

took a part in the readings, songs, and 
burning of the flags. Forty-eight flags were 
ceremoniously burned that afternoon. 

When a U.S. Flag becomes tattered or 
worn, it should be disposed of by burning. 
Our students first cut the field of blue away 
from the stripes, which was held until later 
in the process. The students then cut 
each stripe from the first flag, one piece 
at a time, laying each piece across the 
flames while reciting a reading appropriate 
for each stripe. After all the stripes had 
been burned, the field of blue was laid on 
the fire. Everyone remained silent during 
the burning except for those reciting. 
The ceremony ended with our staff and 
students departing in silence. 

‘Old Glory Laid to Rest’

Every Vote Counts  
at Ross Park!
On Tuesday, November 4, 2008 Ross Park Elementary 
students received a jumpstart on democracy at school. 
Three hundred sixty eight students, from kindergarten to 
fifth grade, as well as teachers and administrators, cast 
votes by drawing a circle around the face of Barack Obama 
or John McCain, on the school’s election ballot. 

Ross Park Fifth Graders from Mrs. Ellis’ and Mrs. Belanger’s 
classrooms conducted the mock election. Before the actual 
voting day, the Fifth Graders made posters promoting 
interest in both candidates running for the President of 
the United States. These posters were hung throughout the 
school prior to voting day. 

The Fifth Grade students also participated in lessons 
in the classroom that taught them what the election 
process entailed. During classroom discussion, the students 
learned about the candidates’ viewpoints on different issues 
including healthcare, taxes, education and the use of the 
United States military. The students also learned about the 
difference between the popular and the electoral vote and, 
most important, students got excited about the political 
process.

On Election Day, Fifth Grade students worked the polls. 
Throughout the day Ross Park students and staff filtered 
in and out of the poll station. At the end of the busy day 

all votes were collected 
and counted. The results 
of the election were 
announced over the 
school’s public address 

system. Ross Park voters elected Barack Obama for the 
United States Presidency during the school’s mock election. 
President-elect Barack Obama won with a total of 251 votes 
(68%) with John McCain receiving 117 votes (32%). The 
students were amazed with how the mock election results 
were closely aligned with the actual Electoral College vote.

For additional information about this program and other 
Ross Park activities, contact Building Principal Dan Cwayna 
at cwaynad@monashores.net or by telephone at 231-798-
1773, extension 8699.
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2009-10 Mona Shores Preschool
Registration begins on March 30, 2009 and will continue until classes are full. 
The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program will provide a positive, safe, nurturing environment that 
will promote physical, intellectual, social and emotional growth. 

We offer three and four-year old programs at two locations, Administration Building and Ross Park 
Elementary. Both locations offer morning and afternoon classes.  

Our teaching staff is selected by considering academic qualifications, experience and the desire to 
teach and work with preschool age children. All teachers have a bachelor’s degree with elementary 
certification and additional credits in early childhood education. 

How to Register
To request an enrollment package, please call (231) 780-4748 or visit our 
website at www.monashores.net. The Preschool office is located in Room 8 
of the Administration Building at 3374 McCracken Street in Norton Shores, 
MI 49441. Registration begins on March 30, 2009, and will continue until 
classes are full. A non-refundable registration fee with one-month’s tuition as 
a deposit is required at the time of registration.  Students that are currently 
enrolled in our three-year-old program will automatically receive a four-year-
old enrollment package. 
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A year ago, the Churchill staff started 
to hold some meetings to discuss the 
future of the building. They wanted 
to look very seriously at the past, 
examine their current situation, and 
chart a course into the future. After 
much discussion and a unanimous 
vote, the staff agreed to implement a 
Positive Behavioral System. The idea 
behind this system was to change how 
children heard and learned what was 
expected of them. Mr. Platt said, “In 
the past, students were told what they 
shouldn’t do. There isn’t anything 
wrong with that, but it doesn’t tell 
the child what you would like them 
to do. When adults tell kids what that 
can’t do, what they are really trying to 
communicate to the child is what they 
should do. It seems to me if you want 
someone to do something, you should 
tell them what you want them to do, 
not what you don’t want them to do.” 

Churchill has had a long-standing 
history of positive recognition. The 
high-fives have been a staple in the 

community for a long time. “We 
have kept the concept of positive 
reinforcement alive, but we have 
chosen to give our “high-fives” a 
complete make-over.” Now, “high-
fives” are known as “Rock Stars”. It is 
an acronym for two things. 

1) Really Outstanding Churchill Kids 

2) Our daily expectations: Stay 
positive, Take responsibility, Act 
respectful, and Ready to learn.

Students will still get a chance to win 
lunch with the principal, a practice 
created by Mr. Platt and the PTO three 
years ago. All students who receive a 
“Rock Star” are put into a drawing. 
Every month, 4-6 students are chosen 
for the lunch. Students also get their 
“Rock Star” award put on display in 
the hallway, and sent home to their 
parent at the end of the month. 

The Positive Behavioral System does 
have a discipline system built into 
it. The former ticket system has 
been around for years and has been 

given a makeover too. While we want 
to state our desired expectations 
positively and reward our students 
positively, the reality is, there needs 
to be a consequence for poor behavior. 
The ticket system has been very 
effective over the years, so the only 
change has been in appearance not 
in implementation. The past practice 
was very successful and met our 
needs. We have changed the layout 
and some wording on the tickets to 
match the expectations of SWIS. 
SWIS is our computer program that 
generates data to help us understand 
where, when and why problems occur. 
Negative behavior will have negative 
consequences and most parents 
understand this. They have this same 
expectation at home and want those 
expectations at school. 

For more information about this 
program or other Churchill activities, 
contact Building Principal Mark Platt 
at plattm@monashores.net or  
(231) 798-1276, extension 8999.

CHURCHILL ROCKS  
With New Positive  
Behavioral System

Rock Star 
Makeover!



This slow moving class is for beginners, 
with little or no computer experience. It will 
cover basic computer use, terminology, and 
navigation using Windows. Also includes 
a trip through the word wide web with an 
introduction to the Internet and use of email. 
Your questions are welcome! Instructor Paula 
Martin.   
Dates:	 M/W	2/18-3/16	
Time:		 6:30	–	8:30	p.m.	
Price:		 $65	–	8	sessions
Location:		HS	Room	401
Class	#:	 103W

Great
Beginner's

Class!

Intro to Computers –  
More than the Basics!
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Winter 2009 Enrichment Classes

Debt Free In  
the 21st Century  
What is the proper order for 
handling each area of your 
personal finances? Learn 
a 3-step system for managing 
your debts & expenses. Designed for 
middle class Americans who want to build real 
wealth and become financially independent by 
eliminating debt. Learn a linear math system 
that will eliminate all of your consumer debt in 
one to four years and your mortgage in another 
three to six years. Then live 100% on cash, 
never needing credit again. Do all this on your 
current income! Finally we will discuss “identity 
theft” and pulling a credit report to clean up 
incorrect information. Bring a list of your debts, 
balances and monthly payments to develop 
your own debt elimination plan that you can 
implement immediately. Also bring a pocket 
calculator. Suggested textbook available from 
instructor for $39.  Instructor Forest Wilson.  
Dates:	 T	4/28
Time:		 6:15	–	9:30	pm	
Price:		 $38	(Spouse	½	off)
Location:		AB	Board	Room
Class	#:	 600W	

Visit the Community Services  
website at www.monashores.net 

for additions to this class schedule

Mona Shores Community Services

Adult Enrichment Classes
Spa Soaps 
Learn to make spa salt soaps using very basic, all 
natural ingredients. This soap exfoliates, leaves 
your skin very moisturized and contributes 
to skin renewal. Experience for yourself why 
handcrafted soap is so good for your skin. Salt 
soaps are similar to salt scrub without all the 
residue getting into your tub. Each student will 
take home the soap made during the class. Wear 
old clothing. Additional $8 materials fee payable 
to instructor at class. Instructor Cynthia Horsly, 
Owner of Under the Pines Herbs & Gifts (www.
underthepines-soaps.com). 
Dates:	 W	2/18/09
Time:		 6:00	–	8:30	p.m.
Price:		 $25	plus	supply	fee
Location:		HS	Room	402
Class	#:	 407W	

Photography (35 MM or DIGITAL)  
Beginning/Intermediate
Get to know your camera and learn how to take 
superior images. Former Chronicle Photographer 
Dave Carlson, will teach this hands-on class for 
beginning and intermediate photographers.  You 
will learn techniques to improve your action, 
portrait, scenic, travel, outdoor and wildlife 
photos. Bring your 35 mm or digital camera…
Ready, Set, SHOOT!   
Dates:	 M	2/23-3/23
Time:		 6:00	–	8:00	p.m.
Price:		 $50	–	5	weeks
Location:		HS	Room	501
Class	#:	 404W

Photography On Location 
Advanced
Former Chronicle Photographer Dave Carlson, 
will teach this hands-on class for advanced 
photographers. Each week travel to a different 
West Michigan location to learn an expert’s 
technique to improve composition of your 
action, portrait, scenic, travel, outdoor and 
wildlife photos. Bring your camera. Prerequisite: 
Beginning Photography class.    
Dates:	 M	4/20	–	5/18
Time:		 6:00	–	9:00	p.m.
Price:		 $65	–	5	weeks
Location:		HS	Room	501-1st	class
Class	#:	 405S

Wet on Wet 
Oil Painting 
Workshops  
Learn how to paint 
the “wet-on-wet” 
method popularized 
by Bob Ross and 
other television 
artists. Instructor 
Pauline Stitt will 
lead you through 
this technique 
that makes it easy and fun 
to create a complete picture 
in one session. Fee includes 
canvas, oil paints, easels, and 
pallets. Student should bring 
own brushes (list available 
at registration) and wear old 
clothing. Canvas size varies. 
Time:	 6:00	–	9:00	p.m.	
Price:		 $40.00	per	class		
	 includes	supply	fee
Location:	 Ross	Park	Art	Rm,	39
Class	#:	 400W	Date:	T	3/24/09	
	 Tuscan	Hillside	
Class	#:	 401W	Date:	TH	4/23/09		
	 Floral
Class	#:	 402W	Date:	W	5/20/09		
	 Muskegon	South	Pier		
	 Lighthouse	

American Karate

NEW!
Parent Support

Group

Individual  
or Family!

Hypnosis for Weight Loss 
and Smoking Cessation
The first hour you will see demonstrations 
used to make behavioral changes to eliminate 
the stressors and triggers that cause you to 
use tobacco or overeat. (If any 
smoker does not want to attend 
the weight loss portion, you 
can take a 30-minute break 
at this time and go have your 
last cigarette.) The Weight Loss 
session is free for smokers! 
The next 30 minutes focuses on 
weight loss. Hypnosis blocks the craving for 
certain foods that keep you fat and eliminates 
the need to nibble and snack. Break the habit 
of eating too much, eating late at night, eating 
sweets and junk food, weekend bingeing, 
eliminate hunger pangs and feelings of being 
deprived. 
The last 30 minutes of treatment is for smokers 
only. Stop smoking immediately. Hypnosis will 
enable you to kick the smoking habit without 
experiencing the typical side effects. Eliminates 
cravings and withdrawal, nervousness, 
health problems and being a social outcast. 
Instructor David Rowe, Hypnotist – www.
hypnosisbydavidrowe.com. 
Date:	 W	2/18/2009		
Time:	 6:30	-	8:30	p.m.
Price:	 $45.00	(incl.	hypnosis		
	 CD	for	home	use)
Location:	 Middle	Sch.	Auditorium
Class	#:	 208W

American Karate teaches 
basic techniques, form, self-
defense and sparring with a strong 
physical workout. This great family activity is 
ongoing throughout the year. Register and pay 
fee at first class. Contact Dave Thomas at (231) 
798-1878 for more information.  
Dates:	 M	&	W	-	ongoing		
	 throughout	the	year
Time:	 6:30	–	8:00	p.m.
Price:	 $25	per	month	(individual)		
	 $35	per	month	(family)	
Location:		RP	Upper	Gym
Class	#:	 150W

Join other parents in a 
relaxed atmosphere to discuss 
a different topic each week. Kay Ostrom, 
educator and family advocate will moderate 
these frank discussions on parenting, values, 
relationships and dealing with day-to-day 
pressures of today’s busy family lifestyles. Find 
friendship with other concerned parents in 
this informal setting to help initiate difficult 
conversations on such topics as, positive words, 
media influence, discipline, relationships, 
balance, and core values. Everyone should have 
their own support group…this could be yours!   
Dates:	 TH	1/29-2/19
Time:		 7:00-9:00	p.m.	
Price:		 $45	–	4	sessions
Location:		CH	Media	Center
Class	#:	 100W

Conversations  
About Parenting  



Yoga for Flexibility  
and Relaxation
Are your days hectic? Need to stop and take 
a deep breath? Join us for a basic yoga class 
focusing on poses that enhance flexibility and 
encourage relaxation. Students should be able 
to get up and down from the floor easily. Bring 
a yoga mat, two yoga blocks, a small blanket 
or towel and water bottle. Wear comfortable, 
stretchy clothes that will not hamper 

movement. Instructor: Louise Hopson. 
Dates:		T/TH	1/13	–	3/5
Time:		7:00-8:00	p.m.	
Price:		$80.00	–	16	classes
Location:		AB	Gym
Class	#:	210W

Registration is open to all residents and non-
residents unless otherwise noted. Classes are 
for adults, age 18 and older unless specified.

Registration: The Registration Form must be 
signed and included with payment. Register 
by phone at (231) 780-4748 or by fax (231) 
780-2099 with a credit card. You may 
also register in person or by mail at Mona 
Shores Community Services located in the 
Administration Building, 3374 McCracken 
Street, Room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441. 
Payment may be made by cash, check (payable 
to MSCS), or credit card. Early registration 
is encouraged. Enrollments are reviewed one 
week prior to the start of class and may be 
canceled for insufficient enrollment.

Refunds: A full refund will be issued if the class 
is canceled by MSCS. If you cannot attend a 
class as planned, a refund (less a $10 non-
refundable fee) will be issued. Refunds will not 
be made after the first day of class or due to 
inclement weather. No credits issued for one-
session classes.

Weather Cancellations: Classes may be 
cancelled due to inclement weather and 
will be rescheduled (refunds will not be 
issued).  To check class status, please call our 
cancellation hotline at (231) 780-4748, and 
dial 4 approximately one hour prior to class.  If 
you prefer, please provide your email address 
at registration and you will receive an email 
notification if your class is cancelled. 

AB = Administration Building
CA = Campbell Elementary
CH = Churchill Elementary
HS = High School
LP = Lincoln Park Elementary
MS = Middle School
RP = Ross Park Elementary

Lakeshore Sports Centre
4470 Airline Road, Muskegon, MI

West Michigan Equestrian Center (WMEC)
2100 Riley Thompson Road
Muskegon, MI
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Get Moving Monday 
Aerobics & Strength-Training - This simple, 
yet easy to follow cardio workout will help 
tone your entire body and increase your 
energy level. Routines include warm up, 
cardio routine, strength training using 
resistance tubes/bands, and hand weights. 
Bring your own hand weights and tubing.  
Instructor Francine Sagan.    
Dates:	 M	1/12	–	3/30	(Class	does	not		
	 meet	on	1/19	&	2/16)	
Time:		 6:00	–	6:55	p.m.	
Price:		 $50	–	10	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Winter	#:	201W

Dates:	 M	4/20-	5/18		
Time:		 6:00	–	6:55	p.m.	
Price:		 $25	–	5	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Spring	#:	201S

Zumba Monday  
New addition to the 
Monday night schedule. 
This 30 minute class will 
get you “hooked” on the Zumba craze. It 
mixes Hip Hop and Latin dance moves and 
fantastic music for a FUN full body workout. 
No dancing experience needed. Instructor 
Francine Sagan.
Dates:	 M	1/12	–	3/30	(Class	does	not		
	 meet	on	1/19	&	2/16)	
Time:		 7:35	–	8:05	p.m.	
Price:		 $25	–	10	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Winter	#:	202W

Dates:	 M	4/20-	5/18		
Time:		 7:35	–	8:05	p.m.
Price:		 $13	–	5	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Spring	#:	202S

Zumba Wednesday  
Here’s a change from your normal workout. 
Zumba is the newest Latin Exercise Dance 
craze! It mixes Hip Hop and Latin dance 
moves and fantastic music for a FUN full body 
workout. No dancing experience needed. 
Instructor Francine Sagan.
Dates:	 W	1/14	–	3/25	
Time:		 6:00-6:55	p.m.	
Price:		 $55	–	11	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Winter	#:	200W

Dates:	 W	4/15	–	5/20			
Time:		 6:00	–	6:55	p.m.	
Price:		 $30	–	6	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Spring	#:	200S

Aerobics

REGISTRATION
INFORMATION

BOTH The MIX - “Moving Monday”  
& “Zumba Wednesday”
Dates:	 M&W	1/12	–	3/30		
	 (does	not	meet		
	 on	1/19	&	2/16)
Time:	 6:00	–	6:55	p.m.
Price:	 $95	–	21	classes
Location:	 AB	Gym		Winter	#:	203W	

Dates:	 M	&	W	4/15	–	5/20
Time:	 6:00	–	6:55	p.m.
Price:	 $50	–	11	classes
Location:	 AB	Gym		Spring	#:	203S
 

“Ten-Ten-Ten”  
Ten powerful minutes of Cardio, Ten minutes 
of ‘Just Abs’ and finish with Ten minutes 
of Strength Training. Great addition to the 
Monday or Wednesday night classes. This 
class will strengthen your arms, firm your 
abs & glutes and trim your waist! Instructor 
Francine Sagan.
Dates:	 M	1/12	–	3/30	(Class	does	not		
	 meet	on	1/19	&	2/16)	
Time:		 7:00	–	7:30	p.m.	
Price:		 $25	–	10	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Winter	#:	204W

Dates:	 M	4/20-	5/18		
Time:		 7:00	–	7:30	p.m.
Price:		 $13	–	5	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Spring	#:	204S

Dates:	 W	1/14	–	3/25	
Time:		 7:00	–	7:30	p.m.	
Price:		 $28	–	11	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Winter	#:	205W

Dates:	 W	4/15-	5/20		
Time:		 7:00	–	7:30	p.m.
Price:		 $15	–	6	classes	
Location:		 AB	Gym			Spring	#:	205S

SAVE $$$$ on BOTH 
Monday & Wednesday  
“Ten-Ten-Ten” !
Dates:	 M	&	W	-	1/12	–	3/30		
	 (does	not	meet	on		
	 1/19	&	2/16)
Time:	 7:00-7:30	p.m.
Price:	 $48.00	–	21	classes
Location:	 AB	Gym			Class	#:		206W

Dates:	 M	&	W	-	4/15	–	5/20	
Time:	 7:00-7:30	p.m.
Price:	 $25.00	–	11	classes
Location:	 AB	Gym			Class	#:		206S

Yogalates
This class blends the breath and 
flexibility of Hatha Yoga with the 
centering techniques of Pilates.  
This creates strength and 
flexibility, increases body 
awareness, enhances muscular 
endurance for cross training, and 
streamlines your physique. Bring 
yoga mat, small blanket or towel 
and water bottle. Wear comfortable, 
stretchy clothes that will not hamper 
movement. Instructor: Louise Hopson.      
Dates:	 T/TH	1/13	–	3/5	
Time:	 6:00-7:00	p.m.	
Price:	 $80.00	–	16	classes
Location:	 AB	Gym
Class	#:	 209W

POPULAR!

Great for Beginners!

Weight-A-Minute New Year…Improved Health … Start Today! Ever wish you had a life coach? Someone 
to guide you through your weight loss and 
help you to reach your personal fitness 
goals? Here is a class that does just that! 
Each week a different topic will educate 
and keep you focused so you will be able 
to make good choices to help you achieve 
your health/fitness goals. Learn which 
diet will work for you, anti-aging secrets 
and develop nutritional goals. “Bring 
all the pieces of the puzzle together for 
optimum health.” Make it a New Year, 
Improved Health! Instructor: Barb McPhail, Director of Weight-A-Minute.   
Dates:	 TH	1/22	–	2/26Time:		 6:30	–	8:00	p.m.	Price:		 $75	–	6	weeksLocation:		 HS	Room	301BClass	#:	 211W	NEW!

30-Minute
Zumba!

NEW!

Sign up for  ‘The Mix’  & SAVE Cash!

Sign up for  M & W and  SAVE Cash!



Self Defense & Safety Awareness  - Ages 5-15
This is a FUN, active course, which is designed for self-defense purposes  

emphasizing child safety awareness. This program was designed 
specifically for children ages 5 through 15. Call for flyer or look 
for one sent home with students. Additional opportunities 
for belt advancement and sparring clinic. Last class includes 

parent demonstration & awards. Instructor: Staff from Athletes 
in Motion (AIM USA). 
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Ballet – Creative 
Movement Ages 3-6
Ballet fundamentals will be taught 
to encourage movement, detail, and 
controlled discipline. 
Creative dance gives 
guided individual 
movement and 
expression. Clothing: 
Stocking feet, 
leotard or loose 
fitting clothes. 
Instructor: 
Diane Cutie  
from Diane’s School  
of Dance.
Dates:							T	3/3	–	3/24	
Time:								3:35	–	4:35	p.m.	
Price:							$30.00	-	4	weeks
Location:	RP	Auditorium
Class	#:				507W

Student 
  Enrichment Classes

NEW!

Ages 3–K, Grades 1st–5th  and 6th–12th Gymnastics is great exercise for overall development. Join our high school gymnastic coaches for this fun clinic, which will include tumbling & floor exercises for our youngest gymnasts (ages 3 – K) and additional routines including beam work for grades 1st –12th. Wear shorts with a tucked-in t-shirt. 
Dates:		 M	3/9	–	3/30Time:	 Ages	3	–	K		 3:45	–	4:30	p.m.			 Class	#:	509WTime:		 1st	–	5th		 4:45	–	5:45	p.m			 Class	#:	510WTime:	 6th	–12th		 4:45	–	5:45	p.m			 Class	#:	511W	Price:		 $30.00	-	4	weeksLocation:	RP	Upper	Gym

Gymnastics!

Saddle-Up  
Horsemanship Class 
Ages 6-12
A beginner level horsemanship class. 
Students will learn horse-handling safety, 
grooming, saddling, bridling, mounting 
and dismounting. Class sizes small for 
individualized attention. Class work taught in 
a heated room and riding will be in an indoor 
arena on inclement days. Please 
wear warm clothing and a boot 
or shoe with a heel. Taught by 
Cindy McCloskey, CHA Certified 
Instructor of West Michigan 
Equestrian Center.  
Dates:			 M	4/20	–	5/11
Time:				 4:30	–	5:30	p.m.
Price:				 $65.00	–	4	weeks
Location:		West	Michigan		
	 Equestrian	Center	
Class	#:			 516W		

Kindermusik 
Ages 1½ - 4½  (For Parent & Child)
Research proves that early integration of 
music into a child’s daily routine improves 
the child’s ability to think, reason, create 
and express. Fulfilling your child’s endless 
potential is an exciting opportunity that 
starts with Kindermusik.  Introduce 
your child to a musical world filled with 
singing, imitating sounds, rhyming, sound 
identification, instrument exploration and 
creative movement. Wonderful ‘together 
time’ for parent and child. Licensed 
instructor, Cynthia Carlton has over 
16 years experience in early childhood 
education. Class size limited.
Dates:	 Winter:	TH	1/22	–	3/12
	 Spring:	TH	4/16	–	6/4
Time:		 6:30	–	7:15	p.m.	
Price:		 $69	–	8	weeks
Location:		AB	-	Room	10		
Class	#:	 Winter:	512W
	 Spring:	512S

Children or 
Adults

Ice Skating Basics   
Ages 3 - Adult
This basic skill recreational ice-skating class 
is taught in group sessions. Learn balance, 
glides, stops, crossovers, three-turns, Mohawks 
and edges, at all levels of proficiency. Age 5 
& under must wear own helmet. Additional 
annual registration fee (valid for 1 year) of $30 
is payable at first class to Muskegon Lakeshore 
Figure Skating Club and includes membership 
in the USFS as a basic skills member. 
Instructors are all members of the club.  
Choose from three sessions. Skate rental 
included. All classes held at Lakeshore Sports 
Centre.

Dates:	 Sundays	1/11-2/8	
Time:		 4:15	–	5:05	p.m.	
Price:		 $70	–	5	weeks	(See	additional	membership	fee)	
Location:		All	Classes	at	Lakeshore	Sports	Centre	
Winter	#:		520W	Session	I

Dates:	 Sundays	2/15-3/22	
Time:		 4:15	–	5:05	p.m.	
Price:		 $84	–	6	weeks	(See	additional	membership	fee)	
Winter	#:		520W	Session	II

Dates:	 Sundays	3/29-5/31		
	 (class	does	not	meet	on	4/5,	4/12,	5/10	&	5/24)	
Time:		 4:15	–	5:05	p.m.	
Price:		 $84	–	6	weeks	(See	additional	membership	fee)	
Spring	#:		520S

“Let’s Go Ice skatInG!!”

Dates:	 M	1/26	–	3/30		Refer	to	schedule	at	1st	class		
	 (No	Class	2/16)
Price:		 $69.00	-	9	classes	includes		
	 Sparring	Clinic	&	Competition	in	GR
Location:		CA	Gym
Class	#:	 517W	=	Class	I		All	Beginning		
	 Students	6:00-6:45	p.m.	
	 518W	=	Class	II		Returning		
	 Students	Ages	5-8	6:45-7:30	p.m.
	 519W	-	Class	III	Returning		
	 Students	Ages	9-15	-	7:30-8:15	p.m.



Registration Form For Adult & Student Enrichment Classes

Name:_ _____________________________________________________________ _ n__Self_ _n__Child_ Child’s_Age________________

Grade:__(circle_one)________PS______DK/K______1st______2nd______3rd______4th______5th______6th______7th______8th______9th______10th______11th______12th______Adult

Address:_ ____________________________________________________________ Zip_ __________________ Resident:____n__Yes___n__No

Email_for_class_cancellation_notice:______________________________________________________ _ Add_to_Mailing_list?____n__Yes____n__No__

Home_Phone:_________________________________ _ Cell:_ ________________________ Work_Phone:_ _________________________

Emergency_Contact_Name:_ ___________________________________Emergency_Contact_Phone_Number:__________________________

Any_health_problems?_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

We_frequently_take_photos_during_our_activities_and_we_request_your_permission_to_publish_photos_of_your_child_in_publications_such__
as_the_district_newsletter/website.____n__Yes____n__No

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________ _

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________

On condition of this registration form being accepted, I hereby state that myself/my child is in a state of good health and I assume all risks associated with participation in 
this activity.  Having read this waiver, I, for myself, my child and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release Mona Shores Community Services and Mona Shores 
Public Schools and any other agents from all claims of liabilities of any kind arising out of myself/my child’s participation in this activity.

_______________________________________Signature:______________________________________________ _ Date:_______________

Total_Fee_Enclosed:__$_ _______________________ _ n__Credit_Card______n__Cash______n__Check___Check_#______________________________

I authorize Mona Shores Community Services to charge my credit card.  All information remains confidential.

_______________________________________Signature:________________________________________________ _ Date:_ _____________

n__Visa_______n__MC______Card_#:_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n___Exp_Date:__ ___________/___________

21

For Office Use Only:___Total_Amount_:_$_______________ n__CT_Registered_ _ _n__Card_Transaction_Complete______

_ Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________

ACT Preparation 
Workshop

This workshop will help prepare you to 
successfully take the ACT test. Learn the 
format of the test and kinds of questions 
to expect, specific strategies for dealing 
with each section, practice through mini-
tests and learn the necessity for pacing 
yourself and when & how to guess at 
answers. Replace anxiety with confidence! 
This workshop also includes information 
and strategies for the essay portion of 
the ACT. Bring a calculator and watch 
with a second hand. A manual, practice 
test and answer key is provided to 
each participant. Instructor: Staff-Skills 
Development, Inc. 
Dates: Saturday 2/21
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Price:  $63 
Location:  HS Media Center
Class #: 500W

TO rEGISTEr, PLEASE rETurN COMPLETED FOrM TO:
Mona Shores Community Services, 3374 McCracken Street, room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441

Phone: (231) 780-4748 • Fax: (231) 780-2099 

Gymnastics!

Children or 
Adults

Be
Prepared!

Story Time for Young Children  
PreK (Ages 3 & 4)
Children love books and story time! They also love 
to play. Here is an opportunity for young children 
to do both. Coordinated activities such as art, 
cooking, fingerplays, songs and dramatic play will 
be centered on the “story of the day”. Taught by 
Preschool Teacher Amanda Marchese. 
Dates:	 T	4/21-5/12
Time:		 2:00	–	3:00	p.m.
Price:		 $30	–	4	weeks
Location:		AB	-	Room	12		
Class	#:	 521S

Junior Girls Basketball League (3rd-6th) and 
NEW Skills Clinic (1st – 2nd)
Junior Girls Basketball League (3rd –6th) season is moving to January! 
The first game in the league will be January 24th. Additional information 
and registration forms will be distributed on January 5th. The firm 
deadline to register will be January 12th. Practices begin the week of 
January 19th. Don’t be left out...look for and return your form by the 
deadline! Also NEW this year is a 1st - 2nd Grade Girls Basketball Skills 
Clinic. Same Saturdays and registration deadline as the Junior League. 
Look for the forms on January 5th! For more information please call 
Mona Shores Community Services at (231) 780-4748.  

NEW!



FINANCIALS
The district recently received final audited figures for the General 
Operations Fund. The following details these financial results for 
the school year ending June 30, 2008:

Beginning Fund Equity  $5,049,883
  
Revenues  
     Local Sources $      7,679,660 
     State Sources 24,684,764 
     Federal Sources              857,324 
TOTAL Revenues $    33,221,748 
  
Expenditures  
     Instruction $    19,937,877 
     Instructional Support Services 3,391,720 
     Non-instructional Support Services 4,210,126 
     Operations and Transportation 4,277,553 
     Community Services 21,492 
     Outgoing Transfer & Other 391,186 
     Debt Service 0 
     Interfund Transfers Out             800,862 
TOTAL Expenditures $    33,030,816 
  
Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures       190,932
   
Ending Fund Equity  $    5,240,815

The ending Fund Equity figure of $5.24 million represents 15.87% 
of Expenditures for 2007-2008.  The current year (2008-2009) 
budget assumes the use of approximately $925,000 of this fund 
equity to be allocated for the general operations of the district.  In 
addition, the district will utilize the balance of the fund equity during 
2008-2009 in order to meet its day-to-day cash flow requirements.  

The three pie charts are included to give a visual picture of where 
the district gets its resources and how they are allocated.  The “By 
Function” chart represents where the money was spent (Direct 
Instruction: money spent in the classroom, Instructional 
Support: counselors, teacher consultants, social workers and 
media specialists, Non-Instructional Support: principal’s office, 
business office, superintendent’s office, technology, Board of 
Education and other administrative expenses) and the “By Object” 
chart shows more specifically what was purchased.  As you can 
see, 84.9% of our resources are spent on personnel related costs.  

For additional financial information, including current budgets 
and the full audit report, please visit our business office website 
at http://www.monashores.net/districtoffices/Business.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact Mike Schluentz, 
Director of Finance by email at schluenm@monashores.net or by 
phone at (231) 780-4751, extension 8209.

 

2007-2008 Audit update

State: 75.6%

Federal: 2.6%

2007-2008 General Fund Revenues By Source

Local: 21.0%

Other: 0.7%

Direct Instruction: 
60.4%

Instructional 
Support: 10.3%

2007-2008 General Fund Expenditures By Function

Non-Instructional 
Support: 

12.7%

Operations & 
Transportation:

13%

Community Serv.: 0.1%

Outgoing Transfers: 1.2%

Debt Service: 0.0%

Interfund Transfers: 2.4%

Salaries: 56.5%

Benefits: 28.4%

2007-2008 General Fund Expenditures By Object

Purchased
Services: 4.9%

Supplies: 5.5%

Capital Outlay: 0.8%
Miscellaneous: 0.1%
Transfers: 3.8%

��



2009 School Calendar of Events
12/22-1/2 Holiday Break – No School 
5 School Resumes 
6 Class of 2010 Scheduling Assembly  High School Auditorium – 2nd hour
11 MSBOA District VII Honors Band Performance High School Auditorium – 9:00 am-3:00 pm
12 Class of 2011 Scheduling Assembly High School Auditorium –2nd hour
 College Bound Financial Aid Parent Meeting High School Media Center – 7:00 pm
16 Records Day - Half Day Grades K-8 (AM and PM Kindergarten attends) 
19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School 
 Allegretto Notte 
 All Day Workshop - evening performance High School Auditorium 
20 Class of 2012 Scheduling Assembly  High School Auditorium – 2nd hour
23 Elementary Report Cards Home 
25 Winter Band Concert High School Auditorium – 2:00 pm
27 High School Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30 pm
29 High School Parent Teacher Conferences 5:30-8:30 pm
30 Half Day Grades 9-12 Dismiss @ 10:40 am
31 Lincoln Park Winterfest Carnival Lincoln Park 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
  
2 Class of 2013 Scheduling Assembly  Middle School Auditorium – 8:00 am
 8th Grade Parent Night High School Auditorium – 7:00 pm
5 Campbell Kindergarten Round Up 6:30 pm - Note: Preregistration Required
5, 6, 7 Middle School Drama Production -  
 ‘The Lady Pirates of Captain Bree’ Middle School Auditorium – 7:00 pm
11 Second Student Count Day 
13-16 Mid-Winter Break – No School 
14 Midwest Worldfest High School Auditorium – 7:30 pm
17 Ross Park Kindergarten Round Up 6:30 pm - Note: Preregistration Required
18 Lincoln Park Kindergarten Round Up 6:30 pm - Note: Preregistration Required
19 Middle School Orchestra Concert Middle School Auditorium – 7:00 pm
20 Sailor Celebration Middle School – 6:00-8:00 pm
22 Orchestra Winter Concert High School Auditorium – 2:00 pm
23 Churchill Kindergarten Round Up 6:30 pm - Note: Preregistration Required
23-3/5 Lowry’s Book Fair High School Media Center
24 Bond Election 
 8th Grade Band Concert Middle School Auditorium – 7:30 pm
26 7th Grade Band Concert Middle School Auditorium – 7:30 pm

1 Pre-Festival Band Concert High School Auditorium – 2:00 pm
4 High School 0 Hour and 1st Hour Exams 
 Parent Teacher Conferences (by invitation) Middle School – 5:00-8:00 pm
5 Half Day Grades 9-12 - 2nd & 3rd Hour Exams Dismiss at 10:40 am
 8th Grade Visitation to HS 
6 Half Day Grades 9-12 – 4th & 5th Hour Exams End of 2nd Trimester – Dismiss at 10:40 am
7 District VII Band Festival  High School Auditorium – All Day
9 Late Half Day Grades 9-12 School in session 11:50 am – 2:50 pm
10 Half Day Grades 9-12 NOTE:  Dismiss @ 12:15 pm
10, 11, 12 High School ACT/MME Testing  
14 Collage Concert (Band, Choir & Orchestra) High School Auditorium – 7:30 pm
26 Kindergarten Conferences 
 Kindergarten Regular Schedule with subs 9:00 am-3:00 pm
26-27 Allegros Musical – “Little Shop of Horrors” High School Auditorium – 7:30 pm
27 Elementary Report Cards Home 
28 Allegros Musical – “Little Shop of Horrors” High School Auditorium – 3:00 & 7:30 pm
30 Elementary Conferences 2:00-3:35 pm
31 Elementary Conferences 5:00-8:00 pm
 Middle School Choir Concert Middle School Auditorium – 7:30 pm

3 Half Day Grades K-12 and Preschool 
6-10 Spring Break – No School K-12 and Preschool 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Lighthouse View is published three times per 
year by Mona Shores Community Services.  Inquiries 
should contact Renee Doan at (231) 780-4748 or 

email at doanr@monashores.net.  Visit Mona Shores 
on the web at www.monashores.net. 

The

January 12 .............Comb. Wk./Reg. Mtg.- Admin. Building 
February 2 .............Work Session - Admin. Building
February 9 .............Regular Meeting - Admin. Building 
March 2 .................Work Session - Ross Park Elementary
March 9 .................Regular Meeting - Admin. Building
April 20 ..................Comb. Wk./Reg. Mtg. - 
 Lincoln Park Elementary

2009 Meeting
Schedule

The Board of Education generally 
meets on the first and second  

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

some cases this requires limited renovation, while 
in other cases it means major new construction and 
expansion. 

Since 1994, Michigan has funded school districts 
on a per pupil basis. As a result, area schools are 
constantly competing for new students and families. 
To be successful in this endeavor, Mona Shores must 
provide high quality buildings and grounds. It’s the 
only way to effectively compete with neighboring 
school districts. This requires periodic upgrading 
of facilities. The truth is, Mona Shores will not be 
able to maintain its rich traditions of academic and 
co-curricular excellence if the school district fails 
to provide the same high quality offerings found in 
other area school districts. 

The Mona Shores Administration and Board of 
Education have developed a carefully crafted, low-
cost plan that addresses pressing district facility 
needs. Moving ahead with this plan will insure a 
bright future for students of all ages in the school 
district. The plan balances the needs of taxpayers 
and students and staff alike. It represents a long-
term investment in the larger school-community. It 
insures a bright future for the school district, and 
will help keep Mona Shores one of the finest school 
districts in all of West Michigan. Please look for 
more information about this bond proposal in the 
weeks ahead. The district has a great story to tell. 

Please take time to review this entire issue of the 
Lighthouse View. Each and every article provides 
an update on what’s happening throughout the 
school district. There’s much to be proud of that’s 
occurring in each of the buildings. 

Let me close by inviting you again to attend our 
monthly school board meetings. Doing so keeps 
you informed of important school news and district 
developments. Your presence also allows you to 
provide valuable community input. Don’t forget, 
you can always find minutes of these meetings on 
the District’s website at www.monashores.net. If 
you can’t make it to the board meetings, consider 
stopping in for a visit at the buildings. Visitors see 
first-hand the wonderful things going on in all our 
classrooms around the school district! Hope to see 
you soon!

Terry L. Babbitt, Superintendent of Schools
231-780-4751, extension 8205
babbittt@monashores.net

SuPErINtENDENt MESSAGE
continued from page 2
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