
School Begins Tuesday, September 2nd! 

INSIDE

Welcome Back  
Students & Faculty

As we begin another school year, please review 
this issue of the Lighthouse View for important 
information about class times, food service 
programs, school pictures, orientation dates, 
drivers education, enrichment classes and much 
more! Also, bus routes will be available on our 
website, beginning August 25, 2008.  
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Hello everyone! I hope this message 
finds you and your family doing well! 
I trust you’ve had a terrific summer 
to date and have plans to enjoy the 
remaining weeks of warm sunny 
weather along our beautiful Lake 
Michigan shoreline. 

On the school front we’re getting 
ready to welcome back all students 
and staff. I’m looking forward to their 
return. Both groups come back each 
September with such a renewed sense 
of hope and enthusiasm. Their uplifting 
spirit and passionate sense of purpose 
leads to a successful start-up every fall. 

As you might expect, September is 
when all staff members recommit to 
the district’s school improvement goals 
for the year ahead. In reference to this 
point, please find below the primary 
areas of focus for this year and future 
years ahead.

Mona Shores Remains  
Focused on High Expectations!
Safety and Security:
Every respected U.S. research study 
on student achievement conducted 
during the past 20 years has found 
a direct correlation between safe 
and secure schools and high student 
achievement scores. It therefore 
comes as no surprise high performing 
school districts all across the nation 
boast of safe and secure environments 
for students, staff, and guests. As 
a result, the Mona Shores Board of 
Education continues to support bold 
and aggressive actions designed to 
maintain safe and secure environments 
throughout the school district. 

A number of recent changes have 
supported the Board of Education’s 
strong commitment to safe school 
environments here in Mona Shores. 
First and foremost is the installation 
of over 220 digital video cameras 
throughout the school district. They 
have helped administrators quickly 
resolve incidents of misconduct that 
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occur on school grounds. Trend data 
suggests these cameras clearly act as a 
deterrent. While serious problems are 
rare in the school district, they’re even 
less common now that video cameras 
have been installed. 

Bus drivers are also being helped by 
video cameras on buses. Here again 
discipline problems are deterred by 
this new technology. The few serious 
problems that do occur are quickly 
resolved with the help of these cameras.

New electronic door-locking systems 
and keyless entry for staff now control 
access to our school buildings. School 
staffers also wear picture I.D. badges 
that identify them as safe adults 
for students to approach. Since our 
custodial and maintenance staffers 
work late into the night, on weekends, 
and on non-school days, they also wear 
uniforms along with their I.D. badges. 

And finally, the district received 
welcome support from the City of 
Norton Shores last year. The City 
assigned a new police liaison officer to 
the school district. Officer Lori Sinclair 
has been a terrific addition to our 
district staff. Special thanks go out to 
Norton Shores Police Chief Dan Shaw, 
City Administrator Mark Meyers, Mayor 
Jerry Wiersma and the entire Norton 
Shores City Council for their supportive 
leadership here. This partnership has 
already paid huge dividends to both the 
city and school district.

Student Achievement:
High student achievement scores 
always remain the primary focus of 
Mona Shores’ students, parents, and 
staff. While the district consistently 
posts some of the highest student 
achievement scores in the area, there’s 
always room for improvement. The 
Board of Education and district staff 
remain committed to identifying areas 
of academic growth each year, and 
taking whatever steps are necessary to 
meet these targets.

A visit to our District Website at  
www.monashores.net allows viewers to 
examine the district’s history of recent 
student assessment scores. If you hover 
over Departments & Services at the top 
of the District’s main page, then click 
on Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment, 
and then select Assessment along the 
left-hand side of this page, you’ll work 
your way to these scores. If you have 
any trouble navigating our website or 
obtaining the assessment information 
you need, please contact any district 
administrator for help. Director of 
Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment 
Ann Cardon is always an appropriate 
administrator to contact. Ann can be 
reached by telephone at (231) 780-
4751, extension 8231, or by e-mail at 
cardona@monashores.net.

District Budget Update:
As mentioned in earlier issues of 
the Lighthouse View, Mona Shores 
and most other school districts in 
Michigan are experiencing large losses 
of students. These annual enrollment 
declines pose a serious budget problem 
for school districts. This will continue 
to be the case in future years now 
that schools are funded on a student 
enrollment basis. 

Minimal increases in per pupil funding 
have brought in few new dollars to 
school districts in recent years. These 
limited increases have been offset 
and outpaced by revenue losses from 
large drops in enrollment. As a result, 
Mona Shores has been forced to scale 
back programs and services in each of 
the past eight years. These cutbacks 
are expected to get worse in the years 
ahead. While the Board of Education 
has successfully used fund equity 
dollars to limit the impact of past 
budget shortfalls this won’t be possible 
in the future as fund equity dollars 
disappear. The Board will have no 
choice but to eliminate some existing 
programs and services without greater 
assistance from Lansing legislators.
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Breakfast and lunch prices are as follows:
 Breakfast (all buildings) .............. $1.85 per day/
  $9.25 per week

 Breakfast (reduced price)............ 30¢ per day/
  $1.50 per week

 Lunch (elementary) .................... $2.55 per day/
  $12.75 per week

 Lunch (secondary) ...................... $2.80 per day/
  $14.00 per week

 Lunch (reduced price) ................ 40¢ per day/
  $2.00 per week

 Milk (all buildings) ...................... 45¢ per day

A Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family Application 
must be filled out each year. Students will remain at the 
free, reduced or full pay status they were on at the end of 
school in June, until September 30th. This allows time to 
process the applications. On September 30th, students 
that have not completed a new application will be returned 
to full pay status. Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Family Application forms will be sent home prior to or on 
the first day of school, or you may print a copy from the 
school website at www.monashores.net under the School 
Operations Department. ONLY ONE COMPLETED FORM 
IS REQUIRED PER FAMILY. Please be sure to list ALL 
members living in the household.

Debit System Speeds Lunch Lines!
Parents deposit money into their student’s account, the 
student goes through the lunch line, their student ID card 
is scanned and the price of the lunch is deducted from 
the student’s account. Prepays may be made prior to the 
beginning of the school year by depositing them at offices 
in the individual buildings. This is highly recommended to 
avoid the “rush” at the beginning of the year, and to ensure 
that there is money in your student’s account so they will be 
able to eat breakfast and/or lunch. 

To make a deposit to your student’s lunch account, please 
send your deposit in an envelope with your student’s name, 
ID number, and amount of payment written on it. We 
advise you to make your payments by check, in the event 
a payment is misplaced or lost; it is much easier to track a 
check. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE A $25.00 
CHARGE FOR ALL RETURNED CHECKS!

Also available to you on our website is Parentlink, which 
allows you to view your student’s lunch balance and history 
online. If you are interested in having access to this service, 
please contact Sandy at (231) 780-4751, extension 8269 to 
receive your login and password.

CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY
August 27th  

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

CHURCHILL ELEMENTARY
August 27th   

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
(Grades 1-5)

LINCOLN PARK ELEMENTARY
August 27th   

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  

HIGH SCHOOL
September 10th 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL
September 4th 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.   

ROSS PARK ELEMENTARY
August 27th 

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 (Grades 1-5)

School Breakfast  
& lunch Program

�

Fall  
Open House 

Schedule

The Mona Shores Public School Food Service Program will be up 
and running in all buildings beginning the first day of school.

continued on page 19



High School

We are excited to be entering our 
2008-2009 school year! We hope your 
summer has been filled with family fun! 

Many of our high school students this 
summer have had the opportunity to 
experience traveling internationally. 
The Choir traveled to Brazil, Orchestra 
to Ireland, Band to Italy and our Foreign 
Language department to Costa Rica. 
A special thank you goes to Shawn 
Lawton, Tim Staudacher, Jason Boyden 
and Josh Reister for making these trip 
opportunities available to our students. 

I am pleased to share that we just 
completed our first ever offerings of 
summer school. Ninety students took 
advantage of a credit enhancement and 
credit recovery opportunity! This has 
been a great addition to our program 
offerings and a great benefit for those 
students that chose to participate.

 

I look forward to another school year 
and together I am confidant that we 
will continue our strong traditions 
and work hard to provide the best 
learning opportunities for all of our 
students. Thank you for your support, 
commitment, and dedication to Mona 
Shores. If you have any questions or 
comments please contact me at (231) 
780-4711, extension 8499, or by e-
mail at bustardj@monashores.net. Go 
Sailors!

Student Registration  
Begins August 21st
The 11th annual High School Student 
Registration Week will begin on 
Thursday, August 21, 2008.

Students will have the opportunity to:
• Receive class schedules, textbooks 

and obtain computer passwords
• Receive locker assignments and 

locker combinations
• Receive “Free/Reduced” Hot Lunch 

and Student Insurance Applications
• Receive Choir/Orchestra uniform(s) 

as applicable
• Order 2008/2009 Yearbooks
• Receive New or Replacement Student 

ID Cards (Free to 9th/new students or 
$4.00 charge for replacement). If you 
need a replacement ID, call 780-4711 
extension 8351 by August 15, 2008. 
We will have your ID ready when 
you arrive. Please bring your $4.00 
replacement fee with you.

• Purchase Sports Passes
• Have Student Pictures Taken
• Return Emergency Contact Forms
• Return Electronic Communication 

Device (ECD) Permission Form
• Return Computer Acceptable Use 

Policy Forms
• Register Vehicles and Purchase 
Parking Tags ($10 fee)
 
Students, during their designated 
registration time, may “drop in” 
when convenient. However, they 
should not arrive any later than 
30 minutes prior to the designated 

closing time.
A student information packet was 
mailed August 11th. Please contact us 
at (231) 780-4711 extension 8498 if you 
have not received yours by August 15th. 
(Leave your name, address, and phone 
number if calling after office hours).

Please keep the following dates open 
and feel free to accompany your son 
or daughter. (Note: We are offering 
freshman time slots on all three 
days.)

Thursday, August 21
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshman (Last names A-I) and Seniors
1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. - Seniors and Juniors

Friday, August 22
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshmen (J-Q) and Juniors 
1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. - Sophomores 

Monday, August 25
8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. -  
Freshman (R-Z) and open 

Academic Booster Club
ABC invites all Mona Shores families 
and faculty to join and participate 
in this club that promotes academic 
excellence. ABC recognitions include: 
academic certificates, pins, Argonaut 
cards (which offer discounts at local 
retailers and restaurants) and Academic 
Recognition Day each semester. We 
also offer scholarships to seniors based 
on the success of our fundraisers and 
membership support. Look for our 
pamphlet in your fall registration 
packets and please consider joining this 
wonderful, academic-based club. 

Are You Planning to Drop Off Your 
Student at the High School?
If so, please use the front circle drive 
or the east parking lot. The time you 
save by not being “trapped” in the west 
lot will be your own! Avoid frustration, 
congestion, and delays by using these 
designated drop-off locations.

a Message from High School Principal,  
Jennifer Bustard

continued on next page

Tips For Parents & Students
The following are tips to help all of 
our parents and students get off to a 
successful school year:

Each year we provide our students 
with a Student Agenda Book that 
not only serves as a day planner, but 
also includes our school policies and 
procedures. We encourage you to 
review the Book with your student. 
Please pay close attention to 
attendance and tardy policies as 
the number of days and tardies 
reflect the trimester schedule. The 
information you find is helpful and will 
answer questions you may have about 
school process. The Book also provides 
our school calendar and directions to 
away event locations. 

Please take time to review your 
student’s academic progress and 
attendance utilizing our Parent Internet 
Viewer. Administratively, we realize the 
Parent Viewer is not updated daily but 
the information you see may be reason 
to make inquiry with the appropriate 
staff member to discuss your student’s 
progress.

�



Parents on Campus
Schools need involved parents. 
At Mona Shores High School, we 
encourage your involvement in 
our Parents on Campus program. 
Volunteer your help for as little or 
as much time as you have available. 
This is a great benefit to parents and 
the school. Both gain a new sense of 
appreciation for the other and the 
extra help allows us to accomplish 
tasks that we might not be able to do.
 
We would like to thank Deb Barkett 
who will be our Parents on Campus 
Volunteer Coordinator for the 2008-
2009 school year. Please call Janice 
Hall at 780-4711, extension 8498 if 
you are interested in assisting.

Open House
Please join us for the Fall High 
School Open House scheduled for 
Wednesday September 10, 2008 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. You will have 
an opportunity to meet your son/
daughter’s teachers and become 
familiar with their schedule and 
school. Specific information is in 
your registration packet and on our 
high school web page.

Fall Parent-Teacher 
Conferences
Our Parent-Teacher 
Conferences are scheduled 
by appointment. The 
2008-2009 dates 
for this years’ 
1st Trimester 
Conferences are 
October 14 &16 
(5:00-8:30 pm), 
2nd trimester dates 
are January 27 & 
29 (5:00-8:30 pm) and the 3rd 
trimester date is April 28th 
(5:00-8:30 pm). Specific 
information will be mailed to 
you at a later date.

New Student Registration 
If you are a new student to 
Mona Shores High School, 
please stop in theCounseling 
Office to complete a 
registration packet and 
make an appointment to 
meet with a counselor. For 
further information, 
please call Karen 
Crawford at (231)  
780-4711, extension 8453.

That’s right, we said FREE MONEY! Who 
are we? We are the Mona Shores Band 

Parents’ Association SCRIP program. 
We are a fundraising program 

for ALL Mona Shores Public 
School students, not just band 
members. We are not your ordinary 

fundraiser. We are a program built 
on businesses that you frequently visit and money you 
already spend.

How does the SCRIP program work? It’s a very easy 
system to use. You simply come to the high school 
lobby on Wednesday evenings between 5:30 and 

7:30 p.m., buy gift cards for businesses you normally 
patron, then receive a percentage back of the money 
you have spent into an account for your family. We 
have hundreds of local and nationwide businesses that 
participate. Buy American Eagle SCRIP that pays 7% 
to you, buy $100 of gift cards and earn $7 on your 
purchase at American Eagle. Buy $50 in Chili’s SCRIP 
and with 9% you get back, you just earned $4.50 for 
your student’s account. You can earn hundreds of 

dollars a year from the money that you already spend. 
There’s no limit to the amount you can earn. 

What can your student’s account be used for? Use the 
money for anything related to the school district and 
student expenses including preschool tuition. Elementary 
parents may pay for expenses such as lunches, school 
pictures, yearbooks, and field trips. Middle school and 
high school parents may use the money for these 
same expenses and more. Science camp, 8th grade 
Washington D.C. trip, class fees, dance tickets, senior 
trips, and graduation announcements are a few of the 
many expenses for which you can use your money.

Does this sound like a great idea? Join us in the high 
school on Wednesday evenings between 5:30 and 7:30 
p.m. Visit our website, www.msbandparents.org, click 
on SCRIP and fundraisers to view and/or download the 
Weekly In-Stock order form or the Special Order form. A 
complete list of nationwide SCRIP is available at glscrip.
com. Need more information or have questions? Please 

contact Rita Smith at (231) 759-3426 or email 
at scrip@msbandparents.org. 

continued on next page

continued from previous page
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Free MoneY For all Mona SHoreS StUdentS!

For further information, contact 
Mona Shores Community Services 

at (231) 780-4748 or visit www.monashores.net.

Over 160 booths!

Breakfast, Lunch & 

Snacks Available

Admission Only $1.00

(Benefits Student Enrichment 

& Early Childhood Programs)

Mona Shores High School

Main & Auxiliary Gyms & Cafeteria

1121 W. Seminole Rd. 

in Norton Shores

Scrip Program Funds Student Expenses



Sailor Athletic News

a Message From athletic director, 
Walt Gawkowski

Summer is quickly drawing to a close. 
What a busy summer it has been! 
The athletic facilities have been busy 
with weightlifting, conditioning, and 
summer sports camps. I am personally 
very pleased with the number of 
athletes who have been involved 
in the various off-season programs. 
The commitment of our coaches and 
athletes bodes well for the future of 
Sailor Athletics. 

The 2007-2008 school year brought 
with it significant change as we 
adjusted to the ruling by the United 
States Supreme Court mandating 
a restructuring of the high school 
athletic seasons. For the first time, 
Volleyball was played in the fall with 
the Girls’ Basketball season moving 
to the winter. Girls’ Golf and Boys’ 
Tennis also moved to the fall while 
Boys’ Golf and Girls’ Tennis competed 
in the spring. Though this change 
proved challenging at times, I am 
happy to say that we successfully 
adapted to the new format and can 
now look forward to our second year 
in this seasonal alignment structure.

The 2008-2009 school year will 
bring with it yet one more important 
change. Our three-year stint as a 

member of the OK Conference Green 
Division has officially come to an end. 
Beginning this fall, Mona Shores will 
enter a new division known as the 
OK Black. This change comes about 
as a result of the OK Conference’s 
recent expansion and realignment 
efforts. With the addition of six new 
member schools, the OK Conference 
has become a true “mega-conference” 
with 51 schools now affiliated. As a 
result of this expansion it became 
necessary to realign its 51 members 
into seven divisions each made up of 
schools whose student populations 
are as near equal as possible. It is 
important to note that the OK Black 
will be a six-team division whose 
members include, Mona Shores, 
Forest Hills Central, Grand Rapids 
Union, Holland, Kenowa Hills, and 
Reeths-Puffer. This realignment will 
result in the preservation of some 
traditional rivalries and at the same 
time afford us the opportunity to 
establish new rivalries and build new 
partnerships with other less familiar 
schools.

Pocket schedules and all-season 
athletic passes will be available after 
August 11, 2008 in the Athletic Office. 
Adult all-season passes are $60.00 

and student all-season passes can be 
purchased for $30.00. We will also be 
introducing an all-season family pass 
for the first time. The cost of the all-
season family pass is $180.00 and will 
admit two adults and all dependent 
children in 12th grade or below. 
These passes are accepted at all Mona 
Shores home athletic events with the 
exception of ice hockey and those 
which are sponsored by the Greater 
Muskegon Athletic Association or 
the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association. They will not be honored 
by schools playing host to any of our 
athletic teams.

As we enter our inaugural season in 
the OK Black Division, we will all be 
visiting venues unfamiliar to us. Please 
be reminded that directions to any of 
our athletic events can be found in 
both the student planner as well the 
athletic web page by clicking on the 
link titled “directions.”

Please call the Athletic Office at 
(231) 780-4711 extension 8310 or 
8312 for any information or if you 
have questions.  I hope you enjoy the 
remaining days of summer. We will 
look forward to seeing you at many of 
our athletic events.

Used Dell Desktops  
(4 – 7 Years Old)

No Reserving –  
First Come, First Serve

All Sales Final!

Mona Shores Public Schools

USed CoMPUter Sale
Wednesday, August 20, 2008

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Administration Building Gym  
(North Entrance) 

3374 McCracken•Norton Shores, MI

Cash/Credit Cards Accepted

For Prices, Computer Specifications and  
Payment Options visit www.monashores.net

�



ATTENTION SENIORS
ACT -- OCTOBER 25, 2008
Seniors planning to take the October 
ACT may pick up a registration 
packet in the Counseling office when 
school resumes. Registration may be 
completed online at www.act.org, or 
you may mail in a registration packet 
by September 19th. Mona Shores’ 
school code is 232-704. 

College Visits
Many colleges send representatives 
to our high school in the fall to talk 
to interested students. Notices of 
these visits will be posted on the 
Counseling Office bulletin board. 
Juniors and Seniors interested 
in talking to a particular college 
representative must sign up in the 
Counseling Office during the week 
of that school’s visit. They must also 
provide written permission from their 
classroom teacher for the time they 
meet with the representative.  

Scholarship Notices
Scholarship notices will be posted on 
the Counseling Office bulletin board 
and on our website. These notices 
and deadlines will also be announced 
in this newsletter when they are 
available in time for publication. 
Most annual scholarships are also 
publicized in the Senior Guidelines. 

Seniors may receive email updates 
of scholarship notices by turning in 
their email address to the Counseling 
Office during registration.

FAST WEB AND VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES: 
If you are looking for an easy way 
to search for scholarships and/or 
volunteer opportunities, check 
out these web sites: www.fastweb.
com can help you search for 
scholarships that will be tailored to 
your specific talents and interests. If 
you are looking for an opportunity 
to volunteer in the Muskegon area, 
visit www.fastweb.com/fastweb/
resources/volunteer to get matched to 
opportunites based on your location, 
interest area, skills and more.

�

Counselors’
Corner

Class of 2008 Scholarship Analysis
In order to aid parents and students 
of the class of 2009 in searching for 
scholarships, a breakdown of the 
types of scholarships reported by 
the class of 2008 is available on our 
website. 

College Applications
September and October are 
important months for seniors to 
start the college application process. 
Most colleges, including Muskegon 
Community College, would prefer 
that students apply online at the 
college website. Usually, the site 
will have a page to print out that 
the student should bring to our 
Counseling Office. We will complete 
the required information and mail it 
with a transcript. Allow five - seven 
days for processing. It is especially 
important for students interested in 
attending the University of Michigan 
or Michigan State University to apply 
in September if possible, in order 
for their applications to be given 
full consideration and the fastest 
processing.

Students will be allowed the first 
three transcripts to be mailed free of 
charge, either for college applications 
or scholarships. Any requests after 
that will cost $1 each, or students 
may bring in an addressed, stamped 
envelope with their transcript 
request.

Selective Service
Young men must register with the 
selective service when they turn 18. 
It’s the law, and it affects eligibility 
for federal financial aid. Eligible 
candidates can now register online 
by going to this website: http://www.
sss.gov. You will need your social 
security number to complete the 
process. 

Michigan Merit Exam Retesting
The State of Michigan has determined 
that all retesting for the Michigan 
Merit Exam will occur in March, 
2009. Students who qualify for the 
Michigan Promise Scholarship will 
be receiving notification letters soon, 
and those who qualify to retest will be 
given more information later in the 
school year. Please contact Camille 
Gabris, Assistant Principal, or your 
student’s counselor for more details.
 
ATTENTION JUNIORS
PSAT TESTING: Wednesday, October 
15, 2008 - 7:30 a.m. - High School 
Auxiliary Gym. This is the test 
that the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation uses to determine 
National Merit Semifinalists. Juniors 
will receive information about the 
test and registration procedures in 
their English 11 classes and on the 
school announcements around the 
end of September. 

The Shoreline Counseling Association 
is pleased to host the Muskegon 
County College Night on Tuesday, 

September 30th at Reeths Puffer High 
School from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Colleges 
throughout Michigan and other states 

have been invited to attend. It is an 
excellent opportunity for students 

and their parents to talk with college 
representatives. 

College Night



Middle School

a letter From  
Middle School Principal 
Scott levandoski

Ports of Call

The start of the new school year is always an  

exciting time at Mona Shores Middle School. This 

year is no exception; it will be filled with many new 

experiences, new faces, and a few new teachers. We 

will even have brand new lockers this year. We are 

anticipating a great year and look forward to working 

with you and your child. Please feel free to come in 

and introduce yourself to the new and veteran staff at 

Ports of Call (Student Registration) this summer. 

Ports of Call for sixth graders will be August 19th, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 

p.m. Ports of Call for seventh and eight graders will 

be on August 20th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The make-up date will be 

August 26th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. At Ports of 

Call, you will be able to pick up your schedule, locker 

combination, get your student ID and have your 

picture taken for the yearbook, among other important 

things. 

It is our belief at Mona Shores Middle School that we 

are a team working together for the benefit of children. 

If you have questions regarding the Middle School, 

contact building principal Scott Levandoski at (231) 

759-8506 or by e-mail at levandos@monashores.net. 

Have a great rest of the summer and we look forward 

to working with your child this year! 

�

Doors open at 7:35 a.m. M, T, TH, F 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday

Office Hours:  7:00 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
School Day:  7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
Late Start:  9:10 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

Half Day:  7:45 – 10:55 a.m.

Middle School Daily Time 
Schedule for 2008-2009

Lunch Times

1st Lunch 10:54 – 11:24  
(7th/8th Grade)

2nd Lunch 11:24 – 11:54  
(6th Grade)

3rd Lunch 12:35 – 1:05 
(7th/8th Grade)

Wednesday Lunch Times

1st Lunch 11:35 – 12:05 
(7th/8th Grade)

2nd Lunch 12:05 – 12:35 
(6th Grade)

3rd Lunch 12:35 – 1:05 
(7th/8th Grade)

BREAKFAST

Regular day – 7:15-7:35

Late Start – 8:45-9:00

2 Hr. Delay – 9:15-9:35

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri                           

1st Hour ...........7:45 – 8:43

2nd Hour ..........8:48 – 9:46

3rd Hour ...........9:51 – 10:49

4th Hour ...........10:54 – 12:24 (lunch)     

5th Hour ...........12:29 – 1:27        

6th Hour ...........1:32 – 2:45

Late Start Wednesday   

1st Hour ...........9:10 – 9:55

2nd Hour ..........10:00 – 10:45

3rd Hour ...........10:50 – 11:35      

4th Hour ...........11:40 – 1:05 (lunch)

5th Hour ...........1:10 – 1:55       

6th Hour ...........2:00 – 2:45

Half Day Schedule 

1st  Hour ..........7:45 – 8:15

2nd Hour ..........8:20 – 8:45

3rd  Hour ..........8:50 – 9:20  

4th  Hour ..........9:25 – 9:50 

5th  Hour ..........9:55 – 10:25 

6th  Hour  .........10:30 – 10:55

Two Hour Delay Schedule 

1st  Hour ..........9:45 – 10:23

2nd Hour ..........10:28 – 11:06

3rd  Hour ..........11:11 – 11:49

4th  Hour ..........11:54 – 1:19 (lunch)

5th  Hour ..........1:24 – 2:02

6th  Hour  .........2:07 – 2:45

Two Hour Delay Lunch Schedule

1st Lunch .........11:49-12:19

2nd Lunch ........12:19-12:49

3rd Lunch .........12:49-1:19



�

Mona Shores Middle School
2008-2009 Master Calendar of Events

NOVEMBER:
1	 Fiddle	Fest,	7:30	P.M.,	Note: MSHS
		 MSBOA	All-State	Auditions	Band/Orchestra		
	 (through	11/2)
5	 Parent/Teacher	Conferences,	(4:00	P.M.	–	7:00	P.M.)
		 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
6	 Half	Day	of	School,	(Dismissal	at	10:55	A.M.)
		 Parent-Teacher	Conferences,	(12	–	3	P.M.)	&	(5	–	8	P.M.)
7	 Half	Day	of	School,	(Dismissal	at	10:55	A.M.)
12	 No Late Start
19	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
26	 No	Late	Start	Wednesday,		
	 1/2	Day	7:45	A.M.	–	10:55	A.M.
27/28	 No	School/Thanksgiving	Break

DECEMBER:
3	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
6	 MSBOA	Solo	&	Ensemble,	Band	&	Orchestra,		
	 Reeths	Puffer	MS,TBA
9	 Choir	Concert,	7:30	P.M.,	Note: MSHS
10	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
			 Toys	for	Tots	(through	12/19)
11	 Middle	School	Orchestra	Holiday	Concert,		
	 7:00	P.M.	MSMS
12	 Sailor	Celebration,	6:00	P.M.	–	8:00	P.M.
16	 7th	Grade	Holiday	Band	Concert,	7:30	P.M
17	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
			 Orchestra	Concert,	Snow Date if Canceled on 12/11
18	 8th	Grade	Band	Concert,	MSMS,	7:30	P.M.
22	 Through	January	4	–	No	School/Winter	Break

AUGUST:
19-20	 Ports	of	Call,	Early	Registration	for	Students
26	 Ports	of	Call	Make-up	Date

SEPTEMBER:
1	 No	School/Labor	Day
2	 1st	Day	for	Students	–	Full	Day
3	 No	Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	7:45	A.M.
4	 Open	House,	7:00	–	8:30	P.M.
8	&	9	 Marcia	McEvoy	Student	Workshops
10	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
16	 Picture	Retakes
17	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
24	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
			 Count	Day
25	 5th	Grade	Strings	Parent	Meeting,	7:00	P.M.	-	MSHS
29	 Start	of	5th	Grade	Strings
30	 W.G.	Jackson,	6th	Grade,	P.M.	Only	

OCTOBER:
1	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M
2	 W.G.	Jackson	Trip,	6th	Grade,	P.M.	Only
3,	6,	7	 W.G.	Jackson	Trip,	6th	Grade	,	A.M.	&	P.M.	
8	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
9	 W.G.	Jackson	Trip,	6th	Grade,	A.M.	&	P.M.	
10	 Homecoming	–	Pep	Assembly	–	Student	Congress
			 W.G.	Jackson	Trip,	6th	Grade,	A.M.	&	P.M.	
14-30	 MEAP	Testing
15	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
17	 Sailor	Celebration,	6:00	P.M.	–	8:00	P.M.
22	 Canned	Food	Drive	Begins,	(through	10/31)
	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
23	 Choir	Concert,	7th	&	8th	Grade	Choirs,	7:30	P.M.,	MSMS
25	 MSBOA	String	Clinic,	at MSHS,	9	A.M.	–	3	P.M.
28	 7th	Grade	Band	Concert,	7:30	P.M.,	MSMS
29	 Late	Start	Wednesday,	School	Starts	at	9:10	A.M.
			 Records	Day
30	 Orchestra	Fall	Concert,	7:00	P.M.,	MSMS
31	 End	of	1st	Marking	Period

new Fitness room 
open at Middle School

Through a great deal of hard work, fundraising, and a little 
luck, the dream of a fitness room at the Middle School has 
become a reality. The upstairs gymnasium (or mezzanine) 
has been converted to a first class facility that should help to 
encourage all students to lead a healthier lifestyle. The room 
has been painted, rubber flooring installed, twenty-four pieces 
of hammer strength equipment installed, weights purchased, 
and fans installed. We were also able to purchase collars, 
weight belts, and cleaning supplies. 

Athletic teams have already started to use the facility and the 
response has been phenomenal. The uniqueness of this project 
is that it would not have been possible without the generous 
donations of individuals and businesses from the Mona Shores 
Community. This truly has been a community effort!



Welcome Back elementary Students!
A letter from the Elementary Principals

The Mona Shores Elementary staffs 
extend a warm welcome back to all 
our new and returning shipmates. 
The 2008/2009 school year promises 
to be an exciting voyage with plenty 
of opportunity for learning.

The elementary offices will reopen 
on Wednesday, August 13th. New 
residents of the district may register 
their children by stopping in their 

local elementary school office 
with the following information: 
Student’s birth certificate (certified 
copy), proof of residency (deed, 
lease, contract, current property 
tax statement), and proof of 
immunizations (completed health 
appraisal form). 

The Mona Shores school/community 
is proud of the outstanding student 

achievements and accomplishments 
that have established Mona Shores 
Public Schools as a lighthouse 
school district of choice in Western 
Michigan. We celebrate the success 
of our students, as they become 
outstanding leaders and contributing 
citizens in the world. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to call us. Your student’s 
success is our goal!
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Mark Platt, Churchill Principal (231) 798-1276, email plattm@monashores.net
Heidi Sunderhaft-Christiansen, Lincoln Park Principal (231) 755-1257, email sunderhh@monashores.net

Dan Cwayna, Ross Park Principal (231-798-1773), email cwaynad@monashores.net
Nate Smith, Campbell Principal (231) 755-2550, email smithn@monashores.net  

Elementary Schools

First day of school is Tuesday, September 2, 2008. 

Grades 1st through 5th will attend  
from 8:20 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Morning kindergarten attends  
from 8:20-11:30 a.m. and afternoon kindergarten  

attends from 12:05 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Regular Elementary Hours for the  
2008 - 2009 school year:
Mondays: 8:20 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Please note early dismissal time 

EXCEPTIONS: 3:30 p.m. on 11/17, 11/24,  
12/1, 12/8, 12/15

Tuesday – Friday  
8:20 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Half Days: 8:20 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  
(Please note that AM kindergarten  

will dismiss at 11:45 on all half days.)

Elementary
School Opening Day  

Information



Picture Perfect!

Bring your smiles to picture day!

Campbell Elementary 
September 19th 

Churchill Elementary 
September 18th 

Lincoln Park Elementary 
September 17th

Mona Shores High School 
August 21st, 22nd, 25th 

(during student  
registration/orientation)

Mona Shores Middle School 
August 19th & 20th  

(during student  
registration/orientation)

Ross Park Elementary 
September 9th

Mona Shores Preschool 
Admin: September 25 & 29th 
Ross Park: October 1st & 2nd 
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Mona Shores Preschool
The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program has an outstanding 

reputation in our school community. Our experienced, caring, certified 

teachers are ready to work with your child. It’s not too late to register! 

Call us today at (231) 780-4748. We offer both three and four-year old 

preschool classes at two locations: Administration Building and Ross Park 

Elementary.  We’ve helped prepare thousands of students for kindergarten 

over the past 31 years. Call us today to learn more about Mona Shores 

Preschool. Some classes are already filled so don’t delay - call today!

Mona Shores is also in a partnership with Fruitport Schools for Head Start 
and Michigan School Readiness Preschool (MSRP). These programs 

provide free preschool for eligible families. The Head Start classes are held 

at Beach Elementary in Fruitport and the MSRP classes are held at Ross 

Park Elementary. For additional information, please call (231) 865-4016.

Classes fill up fast...  Enroll today!
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Fall 2008 Enrichment Classes

Intro to Computers –  
More than the Basics!

Visit the Community Services  
website at www.monashores.net 

for additions to this class schedule

“Wet-on-Wet” Oil Painting Workshops
Learn how to paint the “wet-on-wet” method popularized by Bob Ross and 
other television artists. Instructor Pauline Stitt will lead you through this 
technique that makes it easy and fun to create a complete picture in one 
session. Fee includes canvas, oil paints, easels, and pallets. Student should 
bring own brushes (list available at registration) and wear old clothing. 
Canvas size varies.  
Time: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Price:  $35.00 per class includes  
 supply fee 
Location: RP Art Room, 39

Class #: 400F Date: T 9/23/08 –  
 South Manitou  
 Island Lighthouse 

Class #: 401F Date: T 10/21/08 –  
 Foggy Wooded Landscape

Class #: 402F Date: W 11/12/08 –  
 Golden Glow of Morning

Class #: 403F Date: T 12/2/08 –  
 Sparkling Snowscape

Mona Shores Community Services

Adult Enrichment Classes

Back By
Demand!

Photography  
(35 MM or DIGITAL)  
Beginning/Intermediate
Get to know your camera and learn 
how to take superior images. Former 
Chronicle Photographer Dave 
Carlson, will teach this hands-on 
class for beginning and intermediate 
photographers. You will learn 
techniques to improve your action, 
portrait, scenic, travel, outdoor and 
wildlife photos. Bring your 35 mm or 
digital camera…Ready, Set, SHOOT!  
Dates: TBA
Time:  6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Price:  $50 – 5 weeks
Location:  HS Room 501
Class #: 404F 

American 
Karate
American Karate teaches 
basic techniques, form, self-
defense and sparring with a 
strong physical workout. This 
great family activity is ongoing 
throughout the year. Register 
and pay fee at first class. 
Contact Dave Thomas at 
(231) 798-1878 for more 
information.  
Dates: M & W - ongoing  
 throughout the year
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Price: $25 per month (individual)  
 $35 per month (family) 
Location:  RP Upper Gym
Class #: 200F

Hypnosis for Weight Loss 
and Smoking Cessation
The first hour you will see demonstrations 
used to make behavioral changes to eliminate 
the stressors and triggers that cause you to 
use tobacco or overeat. (If any smoker does 
not want to attend the weight loss portion, 
you can take a 30-minute break at this time 
and go have your last cigarette.) The Weight 
Loss session is free for smokers! 

The next 30 minutes focuses on weight loss. 
Hypnosis blocks the craving for certain foods 
that keep you fat and eliminates the need to 
nibble and snack. Break the habit of eating 
too much, eating late at night, eating sweets 
and junk food, weekend bingeing, eliminate 

hunger pangs and feelings of 
being deprived. 

The last 30 minutes 
of treatment is for 

smokers only. Stop 
smoking immediately. 

Hypnosis will enable you to 
kick the smoking habit without experiencing 
the typical side effects. Eliminates cravings 
and withdrawal, nervousness, health 
problems and being a social outcast. 
Instructor David Rowe, Hypnotist – www.
hypnosisbydavidrowe.com.

Date: M 10/13/2008 
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Price: $40.00 (includes hypnosis  
 CD for home use)
Location: Middle School Auditorium
Class #: 208F   

This slow moving class 
is for beginners, with 
little or no computer 
experience. It will 
cover basic computer use, 
terminology, and navigation 
using Windows. Also 
includes a trip through 
the word wide web with 
an introduction to the 
Internet and use of 
email. Your questions are 
welcome! Instructor Paula Martin.  
Dates: M/W 10/6 – 10/29 
Time:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Price:  $65 – 8 sessions
Location:  HS Computer Lab
Class #: 103F 

Participants may 
return for a 
free session 

for up to one year!

Individual  
or Family!



Sign Up For Both & Save!

Registration is open to all residents 
and non-residents unless otherwise 
noted. Classes are for adults, age 18 
and older unless specified.

Registration: The Registration Form 
must be signed and included with 
payment. Register by phone at (231) 
780-4748 or by fax (231) 780-
2099 with a credit card. You may 
also register in person or by mail at 
Mona Shores Community Services 
located in the Administration 
Building, 3374 McCracken Street, 
Room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441. 
Payment may be made by cash, check 
(payable to MSCS), or credit card. 
Early registration is encouraged. 
Enrollments are reviewed one week 
prior to the start of class and may be 
canceled for insufficient enrollment.

Refunds: A full refund will be issued 
if the class is canceled by MSCS. If 
you cannot attend a class as planned, 
a refund (less a $10 non-refundable 
fee) will be issued. Refunds will not be 
made after the first day of class or 
due to inclement weather. No credits 
issued for one-session classes.

Weather Cancellations: Classes 
may be cancelled due to inclement 
weather and will be rescheduled 
(refunds will not be issued).  To 
check class status, please call our 
cancellation hotline at (231)  
780-4748, and dial 4 approximately 
one hour prior to class.  If you prefer, 
please provide your email address 
at registration and you will receive 
an email notification if your class is 
cancelled.   

AB = Administration Building
CA = Campbell Elementary
CH = Churchill Elementary
HS = High School
LP = Lincoln Park Elementary
MS = Middle School
RP = Ross Park Elementary

Lakeshore Sports Centre
4470 Airline Road, Muskegon, MI

West Michigan Equestrian Center 
(WMEC)
2100 Riley Thompson Road
Muskegon, MI
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Weight-A-Minute 
Ever wish you had a life coach? 
Someone to guide you through 
your weight loss and help you to 
reach your personal fitness goals? 
Here is a class that does just that! 
Each week a different topic will 
educate and keep you focused 
so you will be able to make good 
choices to help you achieve your 
health/fitness goals. Learn which 
diet will work for you, anti-aging 
secrets and develop nutritional 
goals. Bring all the pieces of the 
puzzle together for optimum 
health! Instructor: Barb McPhail, 
Director of Weight-A-Minute. 
Dates: M 9/29 – 11/3 
Time:  6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Price:  $75 – 6 weeks
Location:  HS (TBA)
Class #: 211F 

Get Moving Monday 
This simple, yet easy to follow cardio 
workout will help tone your entire body and 
increase your energy level. Routines include 
warm up, cardio routine, strength training 
using resistance tubes/bands, and hand 
weights. Bring your own hand weights and 
tubing. Instructor Francine Sagan.   
Dates: M 9/22-12/8 
Time:  6:00-6:50 p.m. 
Price:  $60.00 – 12 classes
Location:  AB Gym      Class #: 201F

Zumba Wednesday  
Here’s a change from your normal workout. 
Zumba is the newest Latin Exercise Dance 
craze! It mixes Hip Hop and Latin dance 
moves and fantastic music for a FUN full 
body workout. No dancing experience 
needed. Instructor Francine Sagan.
Dates:  W 9/24 – 12/10 
 Class does not meet 11/26
Time: 6:00-6:50 p.m. 
Price:  $55.00 – 11 classes 
Location:  AB Gym       Class #: 202F 

BOTH The MIX - “Moving Monday”  
& “Zumba Wednesday”
Dates: M & W 9/22-12/10
 Class does not meet 11/26
Time: 6:00-6:50 p.m.
Price: $105.00 – 23 classes
Location: AB Gym      Class #:  203F 

Aerobics REGISTRATION
INFORMATION

“Ten-Ten-Ten”  
Ten powerful minutes of Cardio, Ten 
minutes of ‘Just Abs’ and finish with Ten 
minutes of Strength Training. Great addition 
to the Monday or Wednesday night classes. 
This class will strengthen your arms, firm 
your abs & glutes and trim your waist! 
Instructor Francine Sagan.
Dates: M 9/22-12/8 
Time:  7:00-7:30 p.m. 
Price:  $30.00 – 12 classes
Location:  AB Gym    Class #: 204F
 
Dates:  W 9/24 – 12/10
 Class does not meet 11/26
Time: 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
Price:  $28.00 – 11 weeks 
Location:  AB Gym    Class #: 205F 

BOTH Monday & Wednesday 
“Ten-Ten-Ten”   
SAVE $$$$!
Dates: M & W - See dates above 
Time: 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Price: $52.00 – 23 classes
Location: AB Gym   Class #:  206F

Yogalates
This class blends the breath and flexibility of  
Hatha Yoga with the centering techniques of Pilates. 
This creates strength and flexibility, increases body 
awareness, enhances muscular endurance for cross 
training, and streamlines your physique. Bring yoga 
mat, small blanket or towel and water bottle. Wear 
comfortable, stretchy clothes that will not hamper 
movement. Instructor: Louise Hopson.   
Dates: T/TH 9/30-11/20
Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Price: $80.00 – 16 classes
Location: AB Gym
Class #: 209F

Yoga for  
Flexibility  
and Relaxation
Are your days hectic? Need to stop and take a 
deep breath? Join us for a basic yoga class focusing 
on poses that enhance flexibility and encourage 
relaxation. Students should be able to get up and 
down from the floor easily. Bring a yoga mat, two 
yoga blocks, a small blanket or towel and water 
bottle. Wear comfortable, stretchy clothes that will 
not hamper movement. Instructor: Louise Hopson. 
Dates:  T/TH 9/30-11/20
Time:  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Price:  $80.00 – 16 classes
Location:  AB Gym
Class #: 210F

NEW!

NEW!

Great for 
Beginners!

NEW!



Folk Fiddling  
Grades 4th - 8th 
Think Outside the Bachs!
Want to have more fun with 
your string instrument? Join our ‘Folk 
Fiddling’ classes. 

Level I class is for students (Grades 
4th-6th) that have studied one year and 
have an interest in learning to play fiddle 
songs. We will study the concepts of 
fiddling, including musical forms, various 
styles of fiddling and history of folk 
fiddling including Irish and American. 

Level II classes are for students (Grades 
4th – 8th) that have studied their 
instrument for more than one year and 
interested in more advanced fiddling 
techniques and styles. All new music for 
fall 2008! We will explore more forms 
and history including Bluegrass and 
advanced ornamentation of Irish 
and Scottish styles. 

Both levels open to violin, viola, 
cello, bass, guitarists and mandolin 
players. Students will perform 
11/1/08 at Fiddle Festival. Call 780-
4748 for detailed flyer. Under the 
direction of Tim Staudacher, High 
School Orchestra Director. 
Class: Level I  9:00 – 10:00 a.m.  
Class #:  503FL1
Class: Level II 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. 
Class #:  504FL2
Dates: Sat. 9/27, 10/11, 10/18,  
 11/1, 11/15, 12/13, 1/17,  
 2/14 (optional), 2/21, 3/14,  
 3/28, 4/25 and 5/9
Price:  $99.00 (includes T-Shirt)
Location:  HS Orchestra Room
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Ballet – Creative 
Movement Ages 3-6
Ballet fundamentals will be taught 
to encourage movement, detail, 

and controlled discipline. 
Creative dance gives guided 

individual movement 
and expression. Clothing: 

Stocking feet, leotard or loose fitting 
clothes. Instructor: Diane Cutie from 
Diane’s School of Dance.
Dates:       T 10/2-10/23 
Time:        3:35 – 4:35 p.m. 
Price:       $30.00 - 4 weeks
Location: RP Auditorium
Class #:    507F

Self Defense  
& Safety Awareness  
Ages 5-15
This is a FUN, active course, which is designed 
for self-defense purposes emphasizing child 
safety awareness. This program was designed 
specifically for children ages 5 through 15. Call 
for flyer or look for one sent home with students. 
Additional opportunities for belt advancement 
and sparring clinic. Last class includes parent 
demonstration & awards. Instructor: Staff from 
Athletes in Motion (AIM USA®). 
Dates: M 9/29 – 12/6  
 Refer to schedule at 1st class  
 (No Class 11/10)
Price:  $69.00 - 9 classes includes  
 Sparring Clinic & Competition in GR
Location:  CA Gym
Class #: 517F = Class I  All Beginning  
 Students 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
 518F = Class II  Returning  
 Students Ages 5-8 6:45-7:30 p.m.
 519F - Class III Returning  
 Students Ages 9-15 - 7:30-8:15 p.m.

Student 
  Enrichment Classes

NEW!

‘Little Olympiad’ – Clinic  
for Ages 3 – Grade 5  
A fantastic one-day event for our littlest 
Olympic stars. Join our high school 
gymnastic coaches for this fun clinic, 
which will include gymnastic movement 
with an introduction to tumbling, bar, 
balance beam, and vault. Wear shorts, 
tucked-in t-shirt or leotard. T-Shirt 
included if registered by 9/11/08.
Dates: Saturday 9/20/08
Time: Ages 3-Grade K  
 9:30 – 11:15 a.m. 
Class #:  532F
Time:  Grades 1st – 5th   
 11:30 - 1:30 p.m.  
Class #:  533F
Price:  $30.00 - includes T-Shirt  
 if registered by 9/11
Location:  HS Gym

Junior Olympics Skill Clinic – 
‘Continue the Olympic Dream’
Grades 6th – 12th   
A fantastic one-day event concentrating 
on skills. This accelerated skill 
camp is for experienced Gymnastic 
athletes grades 6th – 12th who want 
to improve their skills. Join our high 
school gymnastic coaches for this fun 
clinic, which will include tumbling, 
floor exercises, bar/balance beam, and 
rhythmic movement. Wear shorts, 
tucked-in t-shirt or leotard. T-Shirt 
included if registered by 9/11/08.
Dates: F 9/19/08
Time: Grades 6th - 12th  
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
Class #:  531F
Price:  $30.00 - includes T-Shirt  
 if registered by 9/11
Location:  HS Gym

Gymnastics Class 
Ages 3–K and Grades 1st–5th 
Gymnastics is great exercise for overall 
development. Join our high school 
gymnastic coaches for this fun clinic, 
which will include tumbling & floor 
exercises for our youngest gymnasts (ages 
3 – K) and additional routines including 
beam work for grades 1-5. Wear shorts 
with a tucked-in t-shirt. 

Dates: M 10/6 – 10/27
Time: Ages 3-Grade K  
         3:45 – 4:30 p.m. 
Class #: 509F
Time: Grades 1st – 5th  
         4:45 - 5:45 p.m. 
Class #: 510F
Price: $30.00 - 4 weeks

Location: RP 
Upper Gym
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Saddle-Up Horsemanship Class 
Ages 6-12

Kindermusik 
Ages 1½ - 4 (For Parent & Child)
Research proves that early integration 
of music into a child’s daily routine 
improves the child’s ability to think, 
reason, create and express. Fulfilling 
your child’s endless potential is an 
exciting opportunity that starts with 
Kindermusik. Introduce your child to 
a musical world filled with singing, 
imitating sounds, rhyming, sound 
identification, instrument exploration 
and creative movement. Wonderful 
‘together time’ for parent and child. 
Licensed instructor, Cynthia Carlton 
has over 16 years experience in early 
childhood education. Class size limited.
Dates: TH 9/25 – 11/13
Time:  6:30 – 7:15 p.m. 
Price:  $69 – 8 weeks
Location:  AB - Room 10  
Class #: 512F

A beginner level horsemanship class. Students will learn horse-handling safety, grooming, saddling, bridling, mounting and dismounting. 
Class sizes small for individualized attention. Class work taught in a heated room and riding will be in an indoor arena on inclement days. Please wear warm clothing and a boot or shoe with a heel. Taught by Cindy McCloskey, CHA Certified Instructor of West Michigan 

Equestrian Center.  Dates:   M 10/6 – 10/27Time:    4:30 – 5:30 p.m.Price:    $65.00 – 4 weeksLocation:  West Michigan   Equestrian Center Class #:   516F  

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H



Registration Form For Adult & Student Enrichment Classes

Name:_ _____________________________________________________________ _ n__Self_ _n__Child_ Child’s_Age________________

Grade:__(circle_one)________PS______DK/K______1st______2nd______3rd______4th______5th______6th______7th______8th______9th______10th______11th______12th______Adult

Address:_ ____________________________________________________________ Zip_ __________________ Resident:____n__Yes___n__No

Email_for_class_cancellation_notice:______________________________________________________ _ Add_to_Mailing_list?____n__Yes____n__No__

Home_Phone:_________________________________ _ Cell:_ ________________________ Work_Phone:_ _________________________

Emergency_Contact_Name:_ ___________________________________Emergency_Contact_Phone_Number:__________________________

Any_health_problems?_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

We_frequently_take_photos_during_our_activities_and_we_request_your_permission_to_publish_photos_of_your_child_in_publications_such__
as_the_district_newsletter/website.____n__Yes____n__No

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________ _

Class_#__________________ Class_Title_ __________________________________________________ _ Amount__$________________

On condition of this registration form being accepted, I hereby state that myself/my child is in a state of good health and I assume all risks associated with participation in 
this activity.  Having read this waiver, I, for myself, my child and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release Mona Shores Community Services and Mona Shores 
Public Schools and any other agents from all claims of liabilities of any kind arising out of myself/my child’s participation in this activity.

_______________________________________Signature:______________________________________________ _ Date:_______________

Total_Fee_Enclosed:__$_ _______________________ _ n__Credit_Card______n__Cash______n__Check___Check_#______________________________

I authorize Mona Shores Community Services to charge my credit card.  All information remains confidential.

_______________________________________Signature:________________________________________________ _ Date:_ _____________

n__Visa_______n__MC______Card_#:_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n_n___Exp_Date:__ ___________/___________

1�

For Office Use Only:___Total_Amount_:_$_______________ n__CT_Registered_ _ _n__Card_Transaction_Complete______

_ Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________

ACT Preparation Workshop
This workshop will help prepare you to successfully take 
the ACT test. Learn the format of the test and kinds of 
questions to expect, specific strategies for dealing with 
each section, practice through mini-tests and learn 
the necessity for pacing yourself and when & how to 
guess at answers. Replace anxiety with confidence! 
This workshop also includes information and strategies 
for the essay portion of the ACT. Bring a calculator and 
watch with a second hand. A manual, practice test and 
answer key is provided to each participant. Instructor: 
Staff-Skills Development, Inc. 
Dates: Saturday 10/18 OR Saturday  11/22
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Price:  $60 
Location:  HS Media Center
Class #: 500F 10/18/2008
 500F2 11/22/2008 

TO REGISTER, PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO:
Mona Shores Community Services, 3374 McCracken Street, Room 8, Norton Shores, MI, 49441

Phone: (231) 780-4748 • Fax: (231) 780-2099 

Ice Skating Basics 
Ages 3 - Adult
This basic skill recreational ice-skating class is taught in group 
sessions. Learn balance, glides, stops, crossovers, three-turns, 
Mohawks and edges, at all levels of proficiency. Age 5 & under 
must wear own helmet. Additional annual registration fee of $30 is 
payable at first class to Muskegon Lakeshore Figure Skating Club 
and includes membership in the USFS as 
a basic skills member. Instructors are all 
members of the club. Choose from two 
sessions or sign up for both! Skate 
rental included. 
Dates: 521F Session I - Fall 
 Sundays 9/28 – 11/2 
 521F Session II - Winter
 Sundays 11/9-12/14 
Time:  4:15 – 5:05 p.m. 
Price:  $84 – 6 weeks  
 (See additional membership fee) 
Location: Lakeshore Sports Centre 

Saddle-Up Horsemanship Class 
Ages 6-12

A Look Ahead – More Activities To Be Announced!
Remember to check our website for additional offerings that will be available for this fall.  

This may include but is not limited to: Junior Boys Basketball, Elementary Dance Squad, Tennis and other activities. 

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
Children or 

Adults

Two Dates
Available



a Message From Paula nemeth,  
assistant director of operations
Important Information for Parents of Students Riding Buses
(Clip & Save for the 2008-09 School Year)

Transportation News

1�

Welcome back everyone! The entire Transportation 
Department staff wishes you and your children a great 
2008/2009 school year!

Please find below some important transportation changes for 
the upcoming school year. These changes are obviously due 
to growing budget pressures within the school district. While 
the staff regrets any inconvenience these changes may cause, 
we’re also happy to report all major bus routes have been 
preserved for this school year. The staff certainly appreciates 
your support and understanding of these changes. 

General Changes:
• Past bus stops will be combined in some cases this year. 

This will increase the walking distance for some students.
• Some students may be required to sit three to a seat on 

certain bus routes. 
• The length of some bus routes will increase this year. This 

will increase the length of riding time for some students.
• Bus drivers will be required to stay on schedule this year. 

This will require all students to be at their designated 
stops five to seven minutes prior to established pick up 
times.

• There is no transportation for Schools of Choice students. 
Please do not ask for exceptions.

These transportation changes will allow the district to 
operate in a more efficient and fiscally responsible manner 
during these difficult financial times.

Elementary Level transportation guidelines:
• If your elementary student needs transportation to or 

from a location other than home, the alternate stop must 
be in the elementary school area where your child attends 
school. 

• Transportation to childcare settings will be provided 
as long as the facility is beyond the one-mile walkout 
distance from school. Closer settings will require parent 
and provider arrangements for drop off and pick up. 

• For safety reasons, parents must designate a single pick-
up and single drop-off M-F address for students. (For 
example, the district cannot accommodate different 
student schedules for M-W-F, and T-TH.) 

DK/Kindergarten transportation guidelines:
• AM DK/Kindergarten students will be picked up in the 

morning and PM DK/Kindergarten students will be 
dropped off in the afternoon with other students assigned 
to the neighborhood stop. 

• DK/Kindergarten students being dropped off who do not 
have (a) a sibling at their stop to walk them home, or (b) 
a parent/designated adult to meet them at the stop to take 
them home, will be transported back to school for parent 
pick-up.

• Noontime pick-up and drop-off of DK/Kindergarten 
students will occur as close to home as laws and safety 
allow. 

• The district highly recommends for PM DK/Kindergarten 
pick-up, parent/designated adults remain at bus stops 
until the student is picked-up.

• Noontime drop-off for AM DK/Kindergarten students also 
requires a parent/designated adult to meet them at the 
bus stop. 

Once again, we hope you have a great year ahead! Please 
feel free to contact us with questions after initial bus stops 
are established and posted. You may do so by calling (231) 
780-4751 extension 8269, or 8204. Thanks for reading this 
information and keeping it handy for future reference during 
the upcoming school year.

Bus routes will be established in August. Thereafter, they will be 
posted on the District website and in all buildings throughout the 
school district. Copies will be made available for pick up in the 
Administration Building the last week of August. 

STop, Look, REad!
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Attention: Parent/Guardian:
Please note that Mona Shores staff must 
occasionally apply pesticides within and 
around our school buildings. Except in 
emergency situations, prior notice will be 
provided before these applications occur. If an 
emergency application takes place, you will 
be informed immediately thereafter. If you 
desire prior notification, please complete the 
Pesticide Prior Notification Request Form, 
available on our website at www.monashores.
net or in district building offices. For 
additional information please contact:

Mona Shores Public Schools 
Operations Department
Administration Building 
3374 McCracken Street
Norton Shores, MI 49441
(231) 780-4751, extension 8269

TO: All Mona Shores Parents & Employees

The regulations of federal law 40 CFR 763.84, 
as published in the Federal Register, require 
that local educational agencies annually notify 
various groups, including building occupants 
or their legal guardians, regarding asbestos 
containing materials in the school district 
buildings and plans related thereto. The 
above are hereby notified that management 
plans and inspection reports are available 
for review at both the Mona Shores Schools 
Administration Building and the office of the 
Principal in each individual school building.

As specified in the management plans, the 
district inspects its facilities on a regular 
basis in compliance with the regulations of 
the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act. The areas in district buildings containing 
asbestos have been evaluated and judged to 
present no health hazard in their current 
condition as determined by the guidelines of 
the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Public Health.

The district will continue to regularly inspect 
all areas to assure that the buildings will meet 
all federal, state and local health and safety 
standards.

Mona Shores Public Schools

Pesticide advisory
New Curriculum and Tests Implemented by State:  

This past year saw dramatic changes to the State of Michigan’s Driver 
Education program. All programs are now State certified biennially. 
In addition each instructor must apply and maintain their individual 
certification through the State. Also, a new curriculum was selected 
and implemented during 2008. The use of this standard statewide 
curriculum will ensure consistency in the driver education program 
taught to our young people. The curriculum focuses on developing skills 
most critical to safe driving – in situations where young drivers are at 
the highest risk. When combined with the new, computer-generated 
knowledge tests to ensure the student comprehends the material, it 
is expected to improve overall learning and the integrity of Michigan’s 
driver education program. 

2008-2009 Registration Begins August 21st:  
Applications are available in the Community Services Office, 
Administration Building, 3374 McCracken, Norton Shores, Michigan 
beginning August 21st and at the High School during student 

registration week. 

Segment I:  
24 hours of classroom instruction, 
6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving 
instruction and exam. Students 
must be a minimum of 14 years, 
8 months by the first class to be 

eligible to take Segment I. Classes 
held at the High School in October/November, April/May and June/July. 
To register, please provide the following:
• Completed Application, Emergency Card and Contract
• Certified copy of birth certificate
• Cost is $365.00. Deposit of $65.00 ($25.00 non-refundable) is due 

at the time of registration. The remaining balance of $300.00 is due 
30 days prior to the start of the session. 

• Proof of Vision Screening – This is provided by our screener from the 
Muskegon County Health Department for a nominal fee or it may be 
performed by student’s own health care provider and proof submitted 
with the application. Vision screenings must be performed prior to the 
first day of class. Students will not be allowed to attend class without a 
current vision screening on file. 

Segment II:  
6 hours of classroom instruction and exam. Students must possess 
their Level I License for a minimum of 90 days and provide proof that 
they completed 30 hours of driving (2 hours at night) to be eligible to 
take Segment II. Students must attend all three consecutive 2-hour 
class sessions to receive their certificate (no make-ups). Classes will be 
offered in September, December, January, March and May. The cost 
for Segment II is $45.00. A $10 processing fee will be applied to any 
cancellations received before the first day of class. No refunds issued, 
once the class has begun.

School reserves the right to cancel a class with insufficient enrollment. Prices 
subject to change. Additional information is available on our website at www.
monashores.net, under Community Services, or you may reach us by telephone at 
(231) 780-4748.

Driver’s Education

asbestos 
announcement
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If you drove by any of the school 
buildings this summer I am fairly 
confident you saw a number of cars in 
the parking lot. We had 131 teachers 
from the elementary, middle and high 
school levels working this summer 
on a variety of curriculum projects. 
With the State of Michigan recently 
adopting new content expectations 
in the area of science and social 
studies you can imagine the amount of 
work that needs to be done to adjust 
curriculum, instructional practices 
and assessments. The district and its 
teachers place high value on making 
the best use of this time to finely 
tune curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment in all areas for the benefit 
of our students. 

During the 2007-2008 school year 
we had 13 elementary teachers take 
part in a yearlong writing training 
offered through the Muskegon Area 
Intermediate School District (MAISD) 
– and the results were tremendous. 
Students in kindergarten through 

fifth grades couldn’t wait until it was 
time for writing workshop, and when 
it was time to stop, the teachers were 
met with sighs of disappointment. The 
students truly viewed themselves as 
authors – they just wanted to keep 
writing and sharing their stories! 
Consequently, this summer we had 
57 elementary teachers attend the 
summer portion of the training at 
the MAISD and they will continue on 
throughout the year implementing the 
writing process in their classrooms. 
The area of writing is a specific goal 
area for all four elementary buildings 
in their school improvement plans. 

The summer work at the middle school 
level is balanced in the four major 
content areas of: English Language 
Arts (ELA), Mathematics, Science and 
Social Studies. The ELA department 
is working diligently on curriculum 
mapping, pacing guides and creating 

common assessments. The math 
department purchased 

a new math series this 
spring, which they will be 

implementing in the 2008-
2009 school year. As a 
result, they are busy 
attending trainings 
and familiarizing 
themselves with the 
new materials. The 

science and social 
studies departments 

are digging into the new 
content expectations and 
making adjustments in 
their curriculum maps, 
lesson plans, assessments 
and looking for resources 
to teach the new material.

The summer work at the high school 
can be summed up in one word 
– enormous! Although not in place 
for students until the class of 2011 
(the ninth graders of 2007-2008), the 
recently adopted increased high school 
graduation requirements affect course 
content for courses leading up to those 
increased requirements. This forces a 
realignment of content and our high 
school teachers have answered the 
call in large numbers and with a great 
deal of energy! High school teachers 
also prepare for teaching Advanced 
Placement classes during the summer, 
when sessions are available through 
the College Board organization, which 
provides the curriculum and training 
for AP courses. The sheer number 
of high school teachers working this 
summer is an outward sign of their 
dedication to providing the absolute 
best instruction possible for our 
students.

Underlying all of the summer work 
this year is a real sense of K-12 
collaboration! Throughout the school 
year, but especially this spring, 
high school teachers were meeting 
with middle school teachers and 
middle school teachers were meeting 
with elementary teachers. These 
conversations are imperative in 
achieving a seamless K-12 academic 
experience.

As always, our office team invites you 
to visit our Curriculum & Instruction 
website under Departments and 
Services at www.monashores.net. You 
are invited to contact us: Tammie 
Mathews, Secretary at 231.780.4751, 
extension 8232; and Ann Cardon, 
Director at extension 8231.

Office of Curriculum,  
Instruction & Assessment

Curriculum
Corner
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2008 School Calendar of Events

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Lighthouse View is published three times per 
year by Mona Shores Community Services.  Inquiries 
should contact Renee Doan at (231) 780-4748 or 

email at doanr@monashores.net.  Visit Mona Shores 
on the web at www.monashores.net. 

The

13	 Elementary	Offices	Re-Open	
19-20	 Ports	of	Call	/	Picture	Day	-	Middle	School	 9:00	a.m.-	Noon	&	3:00-6:00	p.m.		
	 	 Middle	School
21,	22,	25	 Student	Registration	/	Picture	Day-High	School	 High	School	(See	Related	Article,	pg.	4)
27	 First	Teacher	Day	
	 Campbell	Elementary	Open	House	 5:30-7:00	p.m.	–	Campbell	Elementary
	 Churchill	Elementary	Open	House		 6:00-7:30	p.m.	–	Churchill	Elementary
	 Lincoln	Park	Elementary	Open	House	 5:30-7:00	p.m.	–	Lincoln	Park	Elementary
	 Ross	Park	Elementary	Open	House	 5:30-7:00	p.m.	–	Ross	Park	Elementary
	
1	 Labor	Day	–	No	School
2	 First	Student	Day	 Full	Day	Grades	K-12,		
	 	 AM	&	PM	KD	attend	regular	times
	 ECSE	Open	House	 10:30-11:30	a.m.	&	2:30-3:30	p.m.
4	 Middle	School	Open	House	 7:00-8:30	p.m.		–		Middle	School
4-5	 Preschool	“Meet	the	Teacher”		 Refer	to	letter	mailed	home
8	 Preschool	Regular	Class	sessions	begin	
10	 High	School	Open	House	 6:00-8:00	p.m.	–		High	School
24	 Student	Count	Day	
27	 High	School	Marching	Band	March-A-Thon	
	 	
10	 Homecoming	 High	School
14	 High	School	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 5:00-8:30	p.m.	–	High	School
16	 High	School	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 5:30-8:30	p.m.	–	High	School
17	 Sailor	Celebration		 6:00-8:00	p.m.	–	Middle	School
	 HALF	DAY	–	High	School	 High	School	dismissal	at	10:40	a.m.
23	 7th	&	8th	Grade	Choir	Concert	 7:30	p.m.	–	Middle	School	Auditorium
26	 Fall	Orchestra	Concert	 2:00	p.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
28	 7th	Grade	Band	Concert	 7:30	p.m.	–	Middle	School
29	 Marching	Band	Spectacular	 7:00	p.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
30	 Middle	School	Orchestra	Concert	 7:00	p.m.	–	Middle	School
	
1	 Holiday	Arts	&	Craft	Show	(new	time!)	 9:00	a.m.-3:00	p.m.		-	High	School
	 Singing	Christmas	Tree	Ticket	Sales	Begin	 High	School	Auditorium	Lobby
	 Fiddle	Festival	 7:00	p.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
4	 Election	Day	
5	 Middle	School	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 4:00-7:00	p.m.
6	 HALF	DAY	Middle	School	(dismiss	10:55	a.m.)	
	 Middle	School	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 12:00-3:00	&	5:00-8:00	p.m.
7	 HALF	DAY	Middle	School	(dismiss	10:55	a.m.)	
10	 Elementary	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 5:00-8:00	p.m.	–	Elementary
13	 HALF	DAY	Elementary		 AM	&	PM	Kindergarten	Regular	times
	 Elementary	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	 12:30-3:30	p.m.	and	5:00-8:00	p.m.
13,	14,	15	 Mona	Shores	Players	Fall	Play	(TBA)	 High	School	Auditorium
14	 HALF	DAY	Elementary	 AM	Kindergarten	attends	regular	time,		
	 	 PM	Kindergarten	with	subs
19	 High	School	0	&	1st	Hour	Exam	–	FULL	DAY	
20	 High	School	2nd	&	3rd	Hour	Exams	–	HALF	DAY	 High	School	dismissal	at	10:40	a.m.
21	 High	School	4th	&	5th	Hour	Exams	–	HALF	DAY	 High	School	dismissal	at	10:40	a.m.
	 An	American	Salute	-	Band	Concert	 7:00	p.m.	-	High	School	Auditorium
24	 High	School	–	LATE	HALF	DAY	 11:50	a.m.	-	2:50	p.m.
26	 HALF	DAY	Grades	DK	-12	 No	PM	Kindergarten	
27-28	 Thanksgiving	Break	–	No	School	
	
4,	5,	6	 Singing	Christmas	Tree	 Frauenthal	Center	for	Performing	Arts
8	 Holiday	Orchestra	Concert	(with	Singers)	 7:30	p.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
9	 Middle	School	Holiday	Choir	Concert	 7:30	p.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
11	 Middle	School	Holiday	Orchestra	Concert	 7:00	p.m.	–	Middle	School
12	 Sailor	Celebration		 6:00-8:00	p.m.	–	Middle	School
13	 Christmas	Dance	 8:00-11:00	p.m.	–	High	School	Cafeteria
16	 7th	Grade	Holiday	Band	Concert	 7:30	p.m.	–	Middle	School
18	 8th	Grade	Holiday	Band	Concert	 7:30	p.m.	–	Middle	School
19	 Elementary	Strings	Performance	 7:30	a.m.	–	High	School	Auditorium
22-Jan	2		 Winter	Break	–	No	School	 Classes	resume	on	January	5th	

August	4		.............Work	Session	-	Admin.	Building
August	11	............Regular	Meeting	-	Admin.	Building
September	8	........Work	Session	-	Churchill	Elementary
September	15	......Regular	Meeting	-	Admin.	Building
October	6	.............Work	Session	-	Campbell	Elementary
October	13	...........Regular	Meeting	-	Admin.	Building
November	3	.........Work	Session	-	Middle	School
November	10	.......Regular	Meeting	-	Admin.	Building
December	1	.........Work	Session	-	Admin.	Building
December	8	.........Regular	Meeting	-	Admin.	Building

2008 Meeting
Schedule

The	Board	of	Education	generally	
meets	on	the	first	and	second		

Monday	of	each	month	at	7:00	p.m.		
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You may have read a Chronicle newspaper article 
earlier this spring that referenced a possible bond 
proposal on the ballot in February of next year. 
This proposal is being considered as a result of 
ongoing reviews of district capital improvement 
needs. Please note any request would not ask for 
a millage increase. The district currently levies 
4.3 mills for bond repayment, the second lowest 
rate in the county. This repayment schedule is 
set to end at the close of the 2016/2017 school 
year. The current 4.3 mill levy is projected to 
drop over this period of time. The district is 
carefully reviewing a proposal to ask voters 
to approve a plan that keeps this 4.3 mill levy 
static until 2016/2017, and adding two years to 
the repayment schedule at a reduced millage 
rate. Falling interest rates and a rising taxable 
value of the school district make it a prudent 
time to consider seeking bond dollars for capital 
improvement needs. The district simply cannot 
ignore the fact that some of our school facilities 
have remained untouched for almost 50 years. 
We must upgrade them if the school district 
expects to remain competitive with neighboring 
districts in the area. The district must also 
replace obsolete technology and worn out buses 
on a periodic basis. The district’s over-stretched 
General Fund operating budget cannot absorb 
the high costs associated with funding capital 
improvement projects. Please contact school 
district leaders to obtain more information about 
this particular topic. You can expect to see and 
receive more information about it in the weeks 
and months ahead.

Please remember you’re always welcome to 
attend monthly school board meetings to stay 
abreast of important school news and district 
developments. Attending these meetings also 
allows you to provide valuable input. Don’t forget, 
if you can’t attend school board meetings, you 
can always find Board Meeting minutes on the 
District’s website at www.monashores.net.

In closing, please feel free to visit your schools 
at any time. Once inside you will see first-hand 
the great students and staff we have here in Mona 
Shores! 

Have a great close of the summer everyone! 

Mr. Terry L. Babbitt
Superintendent of Schools
231-780-4751, extension 8205
babbittt@monashores.net

SUPerIntendent MeSSaGe
continued from page 2
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