
 

 
 
 

Work Session Minutes 
Date: Monday, November 4, 2013 
Place:   Ross Park Media Center 

 
 
 I. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance: 
 The work session of the Board of Education was called to order, and everyone was 

welcomed at 7:01 p.m. by President, Linda Kelly. The following members were also 
present:  Kandace Boysen, Ed Breitenbach, Jeanne Cooper Kuiper, Michael Hansen, Stan 
Miller and Kay Olthoff.  Absent: None  

 

II. Approval of Agenda:  Mrs. Kelly asked for approval of the agenda as presented. Mike 
Hansen moved to accept the agenda; Ed Breitenbach supported the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously (7-0).        

 

III. Superintendent Report(s) 
A. Presentation – Washington DC Trip 

Greg Helmer gave an update of his Washington DC trip.  He said it was a wonderful 
trip and there was much meaningful discussion between principals from all over the 
country.  Greg saluted his middle school staff for their talent. 
His learnings:   

• We are what we experience – mold yourself 
• It’s about people you serve 
• National Reform agendas 
• Evaluation Systems – performance at all levels 
• “Weighing a cow doesn’t make it fatter” -- Issue of testing 
• Anti-Bullying – National Awareness 
• Professional Development experiences not as successful as Mona Shores 
• National and State involvement for leadership is important 

 
B. Superintendent’s Report 

Superintendent Peden reported on the following:  
• Going through withdrawal with the conclusion of the football season 
• Radio program will feature football players 
• Rep. Colleen LaMonte will be at the next meeting 
• Thank you from Tempting Tables – 17 Mona Shores student were pianists at the 

event 
• Will be in Lansing to receive Christmas Tree Award 

 
IV. Public Comments: 

Jim Boismier, 131 Winley Ct., expressed his concerns over a hot national topic, bullying 
and zero tolerance.  He felt zero tolerance treated the victim unfairly. 
 
Amanda Christiansen, 106 Lakeview Ave., addressed the Board with concerns of a 
student being bullied on Facebook.  She felt zero tolerance was not working. 
 
Eric Wahlberg, 2322 N. Hilltop, commended the middle school leadership for providing his 
son with a safe, secure, and structured learning environment.  
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V. Consent Agenda Items (The Administration recommends approval of the following Consent 
Agenda Items.   Action Items: 

A. Minutes of October 7 Work Session; October 14 Regular Meeting – contact Sheryle 
Bronsema with corrections/changes 

B. Business:  
 1. General Operating and School Service (Athletic, Child Care, and Food 

 Service) Funds Check Registers, October 2013 – Steve Aardema reviewed 
 2. 2014 Summer Taxes 
C. Personnel – Sue McAvoy reviewed 

1. Changes 
D. Policies – Vol. #27 – 2nd Reading – Dave Peden reviewed 
 

VI. Separate Action Item(s):   
A. Demolition Bids 
 Kay Olthoff moved to declare the former administrative offices portion of the 

McCracken building obsolete and approve the bid of Pitsch Companies in the amount 
of $98,000 for the demolition of that area to be funded by the sinking fund; Mike 
Hansen   supported the motion.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0).          

B. Architect Selection 
 Mike Hansen moved to retain the firm of Tower-Pinkster to work with the district and 

community to develop a master plan for its capital needs; Kay Olthoff supported the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0).            

C. Open Carry Resolution 
 Ed Breitenbach moved to approve the Open Carry Resolution; Kandace Boysen   

supported the motion.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0).          
 

 VII. Board Business:   
Discussion regarding Catholic Central remaining on the football schedule.  There was 
strong support of the administration’s recommendation to cancel Muskegon Catholic from 
the schedule.  
 
Stan Miller gave an update on his conference.  He was excited about Dr. John Draper and 
hoped he would come to the district in the near future.  He also commented that the 
“restorative justice” model wouldn’t be good. 
 
Readmittance hearings may have to be scheduled by the Board.  Next Monday – Appt. 
Committee 
 
Commended Senior Class Student Senate for raising $3,000 for the Joey Hekkema fund. 

 

  
VIII.  Adjournment: 

At 8:35 p.m. Kay Olthoff moved to adjourn the meeting; Mike Hansen supported the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0).     
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Jeanne Cooper Kuiper 
Secretary, Mona Shores Board of Education 
 


