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MSMS Families!  
 
I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas break and are off to a great start 
in 2017! I am certain that not only will MSMS have a great year, but Mona 
Shores, collectively, will have a year that our students, families, and staff will 
remember. At MSMS, know that we will continue to focus on being the best 
educators, students, families, and middle school that we can be; we will work 
towards success for every student in our building.  
 
As we move into the month of January, our focus will be on respect. Respect, 
by definition, is “esteem for or a sense of the worth or excellence of a    
person, a personal quality or ability.” Daily, for a variety of reasons, we give 
and expect respect from a multitude of individuals: a peer, a friend, a boss, a 
parent, a teacher, a professional, a driver, or any person we come across in our 
daily lives. I wonder how we might model, teach, and expect that respect for 
our students. I wonder how we might talk about respect in our actions, our 
words, our tone, and our behaviors. This is what we want our students to     
understand, experience, and learn. As we move through January, please     
discuss, recognize, and support respect at home, talking with your child about 
what respect looks like, sounds like, and feels like; how they can give and   
receive respect. I believe that if we all continue to grow and improve in how we 
handle respect, we will be better people, a better school, and have a positive 
impact on our community.  
 
I hope you and your family have the best year ever, that 2017 is one that you 
will always remember. At MSMS, we will continue our focus on success for  
every student and on partnering with parents to build character within our     
students.  
 
Doug Ammeraal  
Principal  
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net  
Facebook: Mona Shores Middle School  
Twitter: @msms_sailors  
Hashtag: #msmspride  

CALENDAR 
 
 

SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 

Jan. 4th (Wed.)  
 

NO LATE START (7:40 AM) 

Jan. 4th (Wed.) 
 

SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 

Jan. 11th  (Wed.)  
 

LATE START (9:40 AM) 

Jan. 11th  (Wed.) 
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY - 

NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 16th (Mon.)  
 

SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 

Jan. 18th (Wed.)  
 

LATE START (9:40 AM) 

Jan. 18th (Wed.) 
 

SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 

Jan. 25th (Wed.)   
 

LATE START (9:40 AM) 

Jan. 25th (Wed.)  
 

SAILOR CELEBRATION 

Jan. 27th (Fri.) 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have personal responsibility, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

8th Grade Science: We will be finishing our 

study of Global Tectonics and also our study 

of the Solid Earth.  We will start our         

transition to studying the changing climate of 

the Earth.   

7th Grade Science: Students in Mrs. Brink's 

and Mrs. Kuzma's 7th grade science classes 

learn about how sound waves travel using 

tuning forks, water, cups and string.  

Mrs. Hawes’ Wellness and Leadership Class 

Here are a few pictures from our Wellness and Leadership Class. 

Students were able to make wonderful crepes and were asked to 

bring their own toppings. Many of them chose strawberries, Nutella, 

and whipped cream :). The kids did a great job and continue their 

Dave Ramsey Foundations Personal Finance curriculum, as well as 

being challenged to develop leadership qualities.   

8th Grade Social Studies: As we begin the 

new year, social studies will focus on the 

growth of the United States. Unit 3 will cover 

the presidency of Andrew Jackson,          

expansion of slavery, advances in         

transportation, and the growth of the United 

States into the West disrupting the Native 

American way of life.   

7th Grade Social Studies: Seventh grade 

social studies students have been spending 

time in the learning lab, working on a Project 

Based Learning assignment about India. 

Students are either solving an existing   

problem or taking advantage of an economic 

opportunity in India.  Their solutions have to 

be workable and demonstrate learning in the 

context of their problem or opportunity facing 

India.  Various presentations are being    

created utilizing the new “huddle spaces” in 

the LMC. (See pictures to the left.) 
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Eighth grade English/Language Arts will open January with a speech unit while also weaving in a further love for 

chosen literature. The purpose of this unit is to give students experience speaking in front of their peers prior to their 

research speeches at the end of the year. Additionally, we will introduce our To Kill a Mockingbird unit.  

Seventh grade language arts students will focus on informational reading strategies using a wide variety of high-

interest articles. Students will learn to analyze text features, determine the author's purpose, and make text-to-self and 

text-to-society connections. Our unit culminates with articles, debates, and an argumentative essay on the following 

prompt: "Does social networking hold more positive or more negative effects in teens' lives?  

Sixth grade English Language Arts: During the month of January, 6th grade ELA will be continuing on the trip to  

Birmingham with the Watson's. The Watson's will arrive in Birmingham, which will give us a great springboard into 

reading, writing, discussing and analyzing the many issues that were happening during the early 1960s in the South. 

So much critical thinking happens during the end of this unit as the students begin to formulate their own ideas and 

thinking about the tumultuous time period in our American history.  

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING 

PREVIEW SUMMER CAMP FOR GIRLS 

This is a Monday - Thursday day camp introduction to the world of science,    

technology and engineering. Campers participate in activities that give them 

hands-on experience with high-tech engineering equipment and processes. 

CAMP DATES: 

Week 1: June 19-22, 2017 

Week 2: June 26-29, 2017 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Call: (616) 331-6025 

Or Click this Link:  

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-

C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf 

A huge thank you for supporting the annual Student Congress Toys for Tots campaign! Our students collected 819 

total toys, which is one of the largest collections Mona Shores Middle School has ever had. We blew our goal of 650 

toys out of the water!  We participated in the WZZM13 challenge and were entered to win $1,000 for our school; while 

we didn’t win the money, we were one of the top schools in terms of numbers of toys collected in the viewing area 

(with hundreds of schools participating). Thirty students were selected randomly, from the pool of all students who    

donated toys, and were invited to bring a friend to a movie viewing pizza party on the last day before Winter break as a 

reward. We are so proud of our students for demonstrating service this December and helping to ensure that many 

local children received presents this Christmas. 

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf
https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf
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Orchestra Honors 

Congratulations to all of our wonderful orchestra students on a great holiday performance this year!  They have been 

outstanding!  We would also like to recognize the following students who have received special honors so far this year: 

Sarah Bayne, Johnathan Hall, Elizabeth Keessen and Kyle Liddle all performed at Solo & Ensemble Festival and 

earned top ratings. 

Sarah Bayne, Matthew DuRose and Kyle Liddle received an Honorable Mention for this year’s All-State Orchestra. 

Great job orchestra! 

L to R: Matthew DuRose, Johnathan Hall, Kyle Liddle, Sarah Bayne, Elizabeth Keessen. 

LMC News 
 
The Library Media Center (LMC) organized Makers Day 2.0 Strawbee Challenge for the entire Mona Shores Middle 
School. Students worked in small groups throughout the school to solve problems with straw and connector creations. 
They also prepared a presentation to demonstrate how their creation solved the problem. Ask your middle schooler to 
explain their specific challenge and what they built. Why did we do a Makers Day Challenge? Students and teachers 
love it! Students have an opportunity to use their imaginations and hands to ask questions and experiment. 
 
Congratulations to the winning teams: 

6th Grade: Levi Whitman, Sarah Mann, Greg Weinert, Cole Davis 
(Mr. Trautner's Classroom ) 
7th Grade: Sam Carr, Ethan Krueger, Karion Outley, Adrik Himber 
(Mrs. Phillips' Classroom) 
8th Grade:  Alana Morin, Khyree Hamel, Gabby Vongphrachanh, Reegan Bailey 
(Mr. Latz's Classroom) 

 

 

Starting in January, our LMC will have a Makerspace available 

to students and teachers. Students will be able to use a variety 

of materials to become active creators. This space will foster 

critical thinking skills, confidence, and collaboration. 

Lighthouse Store: 

Over the course of the 1st trimester, staff handed out a total of 4,750 PRIDE passes.      

Students were able to use their passes at our school store, where they could choose from 

an array of items (pencils, snacks, water bottles, etc). PRIDE passes will continue to be 

earned into the new trimester, and students will have the opportunity to visit the school 

store again at the end of the 2nd trimester.  
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