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MSMS Families,  
 
As we conclude the month of January later this week, I am grateful for such an 
outstanding month at Mona Shores Middle School! Our teachers continue to     
deliver engaging, quality lessons to our students, challenging them to reach their 
personal best in every situation. Our students continue to achieve high levels of 
academic and behavioral success. I am proud of both of their efforts! The shared 
commitment to being the absolute best that we can be, every day, in every        
situation is evident at MSMS. We are truly striving to build the highest level of 
character and success within each of our students and in ourselves!  
 
This month, MSMS will be focused on Compassion . While there are many      
different definitions of compassion, the one that jumps out to me is one that is 
used as an adjective, “sympathetic consciousness of others' distress together with 
a desire to alleviate it.” As we move into our Month of Caring at MSMS, we    
challenge and remind ourselves, and our students, what it means to feel concern 
for others...for their situations, circumstances, experiences, and challenges that 
they are faced with. At Mona Shores Middle School, we want our students to not 
only recognize this, but to truly feel that sense of compassion and to take action 
to alleviate or support. I believe this quote captures that sense of compassion, 
“Learn to love without condition. Talk without bad intention. Give without any     
reason. And most of all, care for people without any expectation.” As our students 
move through the month of February, our Month of Caring, please have          
conversations at home about what it looks like, sounds like, and feels like to be a 
compassionate, caring individual, encouraging them to positively impact their 
school, community, and world through a compassionate spirit.  
 
I am encouraged by the partnership between MSMS, our parents, and community 
as we continue our focus on academic success, high quality character, and      
serving others. I hope you all have a great week and a wonderful month of       
February.  
 
Doug Ammeraal  
Principal  
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net  
Facebook: Mona Shores Middle School  
Twitter: @msms_sailors  
Twitter: @dougammeraal  
Hashtag: #msmspride  

CALENDAR 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Feb. 1st  (Wed.) 
Feb. 15th (Wed.) 
 
CONFERENCES - BY INVITATION ONLY 
Feb. 1st  (Wed.) 4:00pm - 7:00pm 
 

SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 

Feb. 1st  (Wed.)  

Feb. 8th (Wed.) 
Feb. 15th (Wed.) - Make-Up Date 
 
DRAMA PRODUCTION @ H.S. 

Feb. 2nd (Thur.) - Feb.  4th (Sat.)  7:00pm 

 
COUNT DAY 

Feb. 8th (Wed.) 

 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Feb. 8th (Wed.) 
Feb. 22nd (Wed.) 
 
ORCHESTRA PRE-FESTIVAL 
Feb. 10th (Fri.)  3:00pm - 6:00pm 
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES  (9:00am - 10:00am) 
Feb. 11th (Sat.)  
Feb. 25th (Sat.) 
 

6TH GR. ORCHESTRA SOLO FESTIVAL 
Feb. 16th (Thur.)  5:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
MID-WINTER BREAK - NO SCHOOL 
Feb. 17th (Fri.) - Feb. 20th (Mon.) 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 
Feb. 23rd (Thur.) 3:00pm - 3:45pm 
Feb. 27th (Mon.) 3:00pm - 3:45pm 
 
8TH GR. SCHEDULING ASSEMBLY 
Feb. 27th (Mon.) 8:50am 
 
8TH GR. PARENT NIGHT @ H.S. 
Feb. 27th (Mon.) 7:00pm   
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND CONCERT 
Feb. 28th (Tues.) 7:30pm - 8:30pm  
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Sailors have personal responsibility, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

Mrs. Hawes’ Wellness and Leadership Class 

During the Month of Caring, the Wellness and Leadership class will 

be organizing a Survivorball Event, where students can bring     

monetary donations to support the work of the American Heart    

Association. If they participate, by donating at least $10, they will be 

put on a Survivorball team that will take place during lunch on  

March 1. The Wellness and Leadership class will be managing this 

event during February and will demonstrate the leadership qualities 

they have learned about in this class.   

For 8th grade social studies, February will 

feature a unit that uncovers the various      

reform movements in the 1800's that led to 

societal change. We will spend time covering 

and evaluating the women's rights movement, 

the Great Awakening, temperance movement, 

prison reform movement, and abolition. It will 

be a great month!  

Month of Caring 

February is Month of Caring!  This year, MSMS will be raising money for Kids 

Food Basket, Kids Belong, and the American Heart Association, with different 

activities and events throughout the month.  Be on the look out for Bake Sales, 

Student vs. Staff Basketball Games, Spirit Week Class Competitions, Book 

Drives, Hoops for Heart Challenges and much more! MSMS is challenging our 

middle school community to serve others and support a great cause!   

6th Grade Math: 

-Soon we will move into the next workbook, 

Volume 2. Volume 1 is to be kept as a        

resource for the final exam at the end of the 

year.  Please be responsible with the new 

workbook as the replacement cost is $60! 

-Again, our new math series has an         

AWESOME online component. The website 

is https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/

connected/login.do. Your child was given a 

user name (their school e-mail address) and a 

password (Sailors1). They can access the 

book, tutor videos, extra practice worksheet, 

study tools, quick practice assessments, and 

much, much more! 

-If a parent would like to volunteer in a math 

classroom, please email Ms. Rayl or Mrs. 

Shaffer. 

-In the Volume 2 workbook, we will be        

discussing integers, expressions and       

equations, inequalities, area, volume, and  

statistics. It would be helpful to reinforce these 

concepts at home. 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
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SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING 

PREVIEW SUMMER CAMP FOR GIRLS 

This is a Monday - Thursday day camp introduction to the world of science,    

technology and engineering. Campers participate in activities that give them 

hands-on experience with high-tech engineering equipment and processes. 

CAMP DATES: 

Week 1: June 19-22, 2017 

Week 2: June 26-29, 2017 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Call: (616) 331-6025 

Or Click this Link:  

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-

C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf 

Eighth Grade English/Language Arts: In February, the 8th grade students will enter our most challenging, exciting, 

and thought provoking text of the year, To Kill a Mockingbird. Throughout the year we have discussed the high level of 

maturity needed for this novel, and we are excited to see that our 8th graders are ready to delve into this classic text. 

We also expect that students are reading their own independent reading novels for an average of twenty minutes a 

night.  

7th grade English/Language Arts students will be kicking off February with a review of powerful word choices,    

specifically with how to use descriptive adjectives. The Hershey Kiss Descriptive Writing will culminate our unit, and 

then we will be reading two dramatic short stories by contemporary authors, Walter Dean Myers and Amy Tan. Both 

selections have adolescent main characters and common themes of family honor. Students will evaluate the authors' 

craft and make personal connections to the pieces.  

 

Eighth Grade Science: We will be investigating the Earth's Carbon Cycle and Changing Atmosphere.  

Seventh Grade Science: In 7th grade science, students are using microscopes to explore single and multicellular 

organisms.   

Sixth Grade Science: Sixth graders finished building and presenting Rube Goldbergs.  Teachers were amazed at the 

quality of these projects! There are many future engineers here at MSMS.  

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf
https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/84121ECC-B7E0-024B-C851F564B9DE7D47/2017stepsbrochure.pdf
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On Saturday, January 14, the 4-H Tech Wizards students went on 

a field trip to the Grand Rapids Public Museum.  A good time was 

had by all.  Tonya Pell, Program Coordinator for Tech Wizards, 

coordinated this event.    

Do you have 6th - 8th grade aged girls and boys who are curious about what makes things work? Do they like to build 

things? Are they into technology - good with computers, or want to learn more? Are they willing to try new things? Then 

the 4-H Tech Wizards program is the right after-school program for them! Your child can come and explore science, 

technology, engineering, arts/architecture and math (or STEAM as we call it), after school for one day a week.  

We recruit and train caring adults or high school students, from the community, to work with the youth in a group      

mentoring setting. Your child, along with a couple other children, will be matched with a mentor, and they will meet to 

work on STEAM-based projects. The mentor offers support as their group works on their project. 

If this sounds like a program your child may want to join, you can learn more by contacting the school or Tonya Pell 

(the program coordinator) at 231-724-6098. The new year is starting in February, so pick up an application in the   

counseling office and get your child enrolled! 

Eighth grade students had a fun opportunity to experience speed dating -- with books. The Library Media Center 

(LMC) hosted this special event, which encouraged students to learn how to independently choose a book they would 

like to read. Students received a “date card” and traveled with a small group to “meet” books of various genres. They 

had 5 minutes to flirt, woo, and begin a relationship with any interesting books on the table. This is how the students 

were instructed to date a book: 

Initial Attraction - Sight - you see the book and become interested in checking it out further. By getting to know the 

book, you can learn to appreciate any cover…this is just initial attraction! 

Flirt with the Book - Look a little closer, read quotes on cover, check out the back reviews, consider the author. 

Begin a real Conversation - Open the book and check out the inside flaps, read the blurb about the story, and maybe 

the information about the author. 

Start your Relationship - Decide to invest time, energy, and emotion into the book. Begin a relationship! 

Students were also reminded about online dating (looking up books and reviews online through Goodreads, Amazon, 

Destiny Quest, and other sites), and stealing relationships from their friends (seeking recommendations from people 

they trust).  

LMC News 
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Month of Caring Activities 

 
Week 1 - Spirit Week (class competition) 

Week 2 - Bake Sale (Lunch time) & Teacher Challenges 

Week 3 - Hoops for Heart & Teacher Challenges 

Week 4 - Book Drive (class competition) 

**Student vs. Teacher Basketball Game on March 2** 

Spirit Week/Class Competition 

 
Monday: PJ Day 

Tuesday: Hat Day 

Wednesday: Fitness Day 

Thursday: Fancy Pants Day 

Friday: Crazy Sock Day 

 
Support the Month of Caring cause by wearing the listed 
theme on the designated day.  This is a 1st hour class   
competition, and in order for your participation to count, a 
$1 donation/day is requested.  We will also be collecting 
NEW packages of socks for Kids Belong.  Each pair of 
socks in their NEW package counts as $1.  The socks must 
be packaged and new.  The three classrooms bringing in 
the most average money over the course of the week will 
win a special treat! There will also be drawings for individual 
students to win gift cards.   


