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MSMS Families, 
 
Throughout the school year, I challenge myself and ask if I am giving everything I 
can to my students and staff. More specifically, am I giving them the               
encouragement needed to foster their best selves. I feel that I do fairly well   
communicating my appreciation, but wonder if I fall into the trap of the classic 
clichés. You are...a great student, a wonderful athlete, a quality teacher, an    
outstanding coach, inspirational, motivator, encourager, and all of the other valid, 
specific, meaningful things that I feel and say. While these are all true in their 
own respect, I sometimes wonder if I am taking the easy-way-out. I wonder if my 
staff and students truly know that they matter, to each other, our building, the 
community, and to me; I wonder if there is more that I could or should say. 
 
In working through this thought process, my mind went in a different direction, 
thanks to Angela Maiers. After listening to her speak, and reading her book 
Classroom Habitudes, I begin to intentionally focus who our students are and 
who my staff is. Administrators, and teachers alike, get caught-up in all of the 
positive chaos that is the school year...curriculum, discipline, athletics, speakers, 
expectations, behavior, process, protocols, evaluations, new initiatives, and so 
much more. With all of these items on our plates and minds, I wonder, do our 
teachers and students know that they truly matter? Do my words, actions, and 
communications tell them that they are appreciated, cared for, and valued? Do 
we, as educators and parents, tell our students that they are artists, scientists, 
explorers, friends, loved, and the reason why we do what we do? Do they see 
and feel it? I believe we often become consumed by weight and responsibilities 
of our roles, that we may lose sight of what matters most, impacting the lives of 
others! When we tell others how they are loved, have incredible talents, and  
matter in the lives of others, we can truly impact and inspire their lives. 
 
As parents and educators of young minds, we must realize that what we do and 
say carries an impactful weight. We have the opportunity to see our students and 
staff as more, more than who they believe they are, more than what society says 
they are, and more than they ever believed they could be. As we move into a 
new month, I challenge us to think about how we communicate and show our 
staff and students that each of them is valued, that they are unique, special, and 
valued. Tell them, “You are _____!”  
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Mona Shores Middle School, Principal 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net 

CALENDAR 
SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Apr. 3rd (Mon.) - Apr. 7th (Fri.) 
 

SCHOOL RESUMES 

Apr. 10th (Mon.) 
 

MIDDLE FIDDLES  

Apr. 10th (Mon.) 3:00pm - 4:00pm 

Apr. 15th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 

Apr. 17th (Mon.) 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 

B.O.B. CLASSROOM BATTLES 

April 11th (Tues.)  
 

NO LATE START (7:40) 

Apr. 12th (Wed.) 
 

HALF-DAY, GOOD FRIDAY 

Apr. 14th (Fri.) - Dismissal 11:00am 
 

B.O.B. TOURNAMENT 

Apr. 14th (Fri.) 8:00am 
 

5th-6th GR. ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

Apr. 18th (Tues.) 7:00pm @ MSMS 
 

LATE START DATES (9:40) 

Apr. 19th (Wed.) 

Aor. 26th (Wed.) 
 

6th GR. SCIENCE CAMP MEETING 

Apr. 19th (Wed.) 7:00pm in Library 

 

SAILOR CELEBRATION 

Apr. 21st (Fri.) 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 

BOOK FAIR (@ MSMS LIBRARY) 

Apr. 24th (Mon.) - Apr. 28th (Fri.) 

 April 2017 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have personal responsibility, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

February Students of the Month 

From left to right:                                                                            

Noelle Elzinga (7th), Sophia Fisher (7th), Ella Morea (6th),    

Maddison Mettler (8th), Kaitlyn Harper (8th), James Ackley (6th), 

& Luke Opfermann (6th)      

8th Grade Social Studies: 

The eighth graders have finished the pre 

Civil War unit prior to spring break. When 

we return, the Civil War will be our focus. 

This unit will explore what happened to the 

United States during this time of history.  

2016-17 Destination Imagination                 

Region 4 Competition Mar. 11, 2017 Results 

3rd Place - Bronze Medal 

Shawtina Glover Team: 

 Zariah Singleton 

 Lauryn Jackson 

 Deserra Davis 

 Nova Crays 

 Brandyn Witherall Team: 

 Ryleigh Abresch 

 Jolynn Klimek 

 Bailee McMillan 

  Abigail Duque 

Middle School Level 

2nd Place - Silver Medal 

Jennifer Hillman Team: 

 Satori Hillman 

 Evan Klairter 

 Caleb Leonard 

 Ashton Ross 

 Aiden Silvis 

 Madison Tague 

 Tamia Williams 

3rd Place - Bronze Medal 

Christy Stewart & Beth McCaskey Team: 

 Emma McCaskey 

 Cequoia Davis 

 Breanna Baatz 

 Keith Woolery 

 Erik Kubicek 

 Gabrielle Eling 

  Ella Gomez 
The 8th grade science classes are finishing up their unit on           

astronomy. After Spring Break, we will begin our study on            

groundwater. The students are also prepping for the Science Fair 

on May 16th.  

7th grade science: We are wrapping up our photosynthesis unit and 

have been so impressed with the students' work ethic. They did a 

fantastic job planning their plant investigation and growing bean 

plants! When we return from break we will begin our Heredity unit.  

The 6th grade science classes are finishing up a unit on Plate         

Tectonics, and moving into a unit on Magnetism.                              

Reminder: Science Camp payments are due April 14th. 
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8th Grade English/Language Arts: The 8th grade students will be entering into our Opposing Viewpoints Research 

Unit! This is a challenging and exciting time for our students. The 8th graders will choose an arguable topic, research 

that topic, conduct an interview, and generate a persuasive speech to share with their classmates. They should also be 

reading their chosen books at home; one of these should be nonfiction!  

LMC News 

 

Our Spring Book Fair is coming April 24 - 28!  

When it comes to practicing a skill, most people think of sports or music. But there’s one 
skill that requires just as much practice. That skill is READING. Reading is the most   
important skill because it is the foundation for all other learning, and like any other skill, it 
needs to be practiced. One of the best ways to get kids to practice reading is to give 
them the books they love. Our Scholastic Book Fair brings books and excitement to 
Mona Shores Middle School. Students feel empowered to choose the books they 
want and reading feels FUN! 

Students will have the opportunity to purchase books during their Language Art class, 

before and after school, and at lunch. Parents and Grandparents are also welcome! Just 

check into the school office and they will direct you to the LMC (Library Media Center). 

Can’t make it into the LMC? Books can be purchased ONLINE starting on April 19:  

www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/onlinefair  

Or get the APP and search for Book Fairs.  

Students will also have an opportunity to donate their change to ALL FOR 

BOOKS. Any donations of $1 or more will allow students to be entered in a 

drawing for a Bigfoot Action Figure or a Bigfoot Lego Minifigure. Also, all Book 

Fair purchases over $25 will be rewarded with a Big Foot Decal. 

Stop by the LMC to Get Lost in a Book!  
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Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association District Festival 
 
On Wednesday, March 1st, the 7th and 8th Grade Orchestras participated in the MSBOA District VII Orchestra         
Festival. This annual festival is an opportunity for the orchestras to perform for four expert adjudicators, who then give 
criticism and comments on different aspects of the performance. Groups receive letter grades in the categories of tone, 
intonation, rhythm, technique, interpretation, and sight-reading. Both the 7th and 8th Grade Orchestras received an 
overall First Division Superior rating. Congratulations to both orchestras on their performance, and for representing   
Mona Shores Middle School so well! 

7th Grade Orchestra 2016-17 8th Grade Orchestra 2016-17 


