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MSMS Families,  
 
It is amazing to know that we have closed out the month of September and are now moving 
forward into October. September has provided a great start to what I believe is going to be 
an incredible year. I am confident that we are on our way to another year in which we focus 
on being our best selves and giving our best effort in every situation!  
 
Throughout the month of October, we will focus on the character trait of ENGAGEMENT! 
Engagement can be defined as choosing to “participate or become involved in.” We will be 
focused on challenging our students to be engaged in their learning, engaged in their 
school, engaged in their relationships, and engaged in making their three years at MSMS 
the best they can possibly be. In order for us to all grow and become better as learners and 
people, engagement is essential. We want our students to move through life with focus and 
purpose. I believe that in order for our students to fully experience every nuance that life 
has to offer, they must be reminded, encouraged, and challenged to stay engaged in every 
moment and in every situation.  
 
As we head through October, please take the time to have intentional conversations with 
your students regarding engagement. Talk to them about what it looks like, sounds like, 
and feels like in different settings and situations. Together, we can have a greater impact on 
our students.  
 
There are a number of reminders this week. Please take just a few moments to read 
through them.  
 

 PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES -- SAVE THE DATE! We look forward to having 

a great turnout for conferences. Know that every teacher you see will give you an   
opportunity to win a free dinner to Hearthstone.  

 ○ Wednesday, October 11 from 4:30 to 7:30  
 ○ Thursday, October 12 from 12:30 to 3:30 and 4:00 to 7:00  

 NEW STUDENT MEETINGS -- Beginning this week, I will again be meeting one-on-            

one with all of the new students to Mona Shores Middle School (50+). I look forward to 
meeting, listening, and learning from our newest Sailors!  

 MUSKEGON AREA PROMISE -- Want to learn more about the Muskegon Promise? 

Check out this MLive piece titled, 6 Things To Know About The Muskegon Promise. 
This will provide some great insight into this incredible opportunity for our students! 

 
Thank you for allowing us to work, lead, and educate your children!  
 
With SAILOR PRIDE,  
 
Doug Ammeraal  
Principal  
Phone: 231-759-8506, ext. 8599  

CALENDAR 
CHOIR FUNDRAISER KICK-OFF 
Oct. 3rd (Tues.) 
 
PLAY AUDITION WORKSHOP 
Oct. 3rd (Tues.) 
 
COUNT DAY 

Oct. 4th (Wed.) 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Oct. 4th (Wed.) 
 
PLAY AUDITIONS 
Oct. 9th (Mon.)  
 
BOOK FAIR @ MSMS LIBRARY 
Oct. 9th (Mon.) - Oct. 13th (Fri.) 
 
PLAY CALL-BACKS 
Oct. 10th (Tues.) 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Oct. 11th  (Wed.) 
Oct. 18th (Wed.) 
Oct. 25th (Wed.) 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Oct. 11th (Wed.) 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
Oct. 12th (Thur.) 12:30pm - 3:30pm &  
Oct. 12th (Thur.) 4:00pm - 7:00pm 
 
HALF-DAYS - DISMISSAL @ 11:00 AM 
Oct. 12th (Thur.) & Oct. 13th (Fri.) 
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES 

Oct. 14th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am  

Oct. 28th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 
Oct. 17th (Tues.) 3:00pm - 3:45pm 
Oct. 24th (Tues.) 3:00pm - 3:45pm 
 
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 
Oct. 18th (Wed.) - Oct. 27th (Fri.) 
 
ORCHESTRA FALL CONCERT 
Oct. 25th (Wed.) 7:00pm  
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND CONCERT 
Oct. 26th (Thur.) 7:00pm @ MSHS  
 
SAILOR CELEBRATION 
Oct. 27th (Fri.) 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

October 2017 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

mailto:http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2016/09/6_things_to_know_about_the_mus.html%230
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

6th Grade ELA: As sixth graders, we are familiar with the angst and different rites of passage we face growing up. 

Kenny Watson is no exception in the hilarious historical fiction; The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963. Be sure to join 

us in this inspiring and humorous literature journey during October.  

7th Grade ELA: We have launched into great literary units with short stories featuring themes of friendship and loyalty. 

We will practice reading strategies of making predictions, inferencing, and using context clues, as well as analyze    

elements of plot and special techniques such as mood, characterization, and action. As writers, seventh graders will 

learn about different sentence fluency techniques and will write a personal narrative on the theme of “Taking a Risk”. 

This piece will include strong leads, action, effective word choice, and a reflective conclusion. Students also have an 

independent reading book of their choice with a project due on November 13th.  

8th Grade ELA will complete our first formal writing on Decision Making using "Flowers For Algernon" and "The Road 

Not Taken". We will also be moving into our Single Story writing unit and continuing to promote independent reading!  

8th Grade Science will be beginning our 

study of Earthquakes, Volcanoes, and 

Tectonic Plates!   

Students in 7th Grade Science did a 

nice job cleaning up the dune grass that 

was planted last year in partnership with 

DTE Energy.  

The school year is off to a great start!  During September, the counselors, Mrs. Opiela and Mrs. Butterfield,  were busy 

finalizing schedules and meeting with students.  This month, they will make their way into classrooms to make more 

formal introductions and inform students about what the counseling office is all about: supporting students                

academically, personally, and socially.  As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with students last names A-K, and Mrs.      

Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi”!  They look forward to seeing you!  
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Math 8 
 
If your child is in Math 8 this year, he or she will be using Schoology.com to take math quizzes online.  The Math 8 
teachers have found many benefits to having students take quizzes in this way. 
 

 Students can take the quiz whenever they are ready. 

 The quizzes can be taken 24 hours a day, wherever a student has an internet connection. 

 Students can revisit and retake quizzes until mastery is achieved. 
 
Parents can view their child’s Schoology account if you enter the Parent Access Code that is specific to your student. 
When you enter the code, you will be able to see what quizzes your child has worked on, how many attempts were 
made, how many minutes were spent on each attempt, what their grades were, and even which answers were right and 
wrong. Just email your child’s math teacher if you are interested in getting your Parent Access Code. 
 

Mrs. Betten-Antcliff, Mrs. Gotaas, and Mr. Buboltz 

The Electives at MSMS are off to great start this year!  Concerts for the Orchestra are on Oct. 25th, and the 7th & 8th 

Grade Band on Oct. 26th.  The Choir has been incorporating a new app in class called Music Prodigy.  Our Wellness 

and Leadership class students made homemade fruit salsa and chips - it was a great learning experience and       

delicious too!  The PE students are gearing up for some Ultimate Frisbee.  The students of the Spanish classes are 

getting ready to have some introductory conversations with one another, and our Media Center has been featuring 

some displays regarding “Banned Books” to get our Sailors critically discussing the role of a controversial piece of 

literature.  Our Technology and STEM classes have been involved in many things from building their own KEVA 

planks and welding, to exploring some apps through the use of Google Cardboard.  And finally, Mr. Whalen’s Tech 

Ventures 6.0 students are rigorously engaged investigating how the innovative technology development of Cloud 

Computing is relevant and allows remote connection to entertainment, social, and school relationships on a variety of 

devices.  
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Energizing Our World Saturday is a one-day camp program designed to introduce students currently in grades 6th 
through 8th to the power of sustainable energy and its applications to various fields. 
  
The camp will be held at GVSU’s Allendale Campus on Saturday, October 14th, 2017 from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm.  The 
cost of the camp is $10 and includes a t-shirt, lunch, and snacks. 
  
Students will participate in a large group introduction followed by breakout sessions providing them with opportunities 
to interact with solar, wind, hydro power energy, and much more! Content of the event is targeted at students who 
have not attended previously. 
  
Registration link: 
https://www.gvsu.edu/rmsc/cms-form-edit.htm?formid=360B0D94-A10B-1CA3-4794CA37F4369D27&status=&pageid= 

Info link: 
http://www.gvsu.edu/rmsc/energizing-our-world-saturday-59.htm 

 
Girls Rock IT! 
With the goals of breaking stereotypes and exciting girls about interesting opportunities in Information Technology, the 
Michigan Council of Women in Technology will be offering a day of interactive fun and learning! 
  
Girls in grades 4-8 will be given opportunities for hands-on experiments led by some of the area's leading computer 
and information technology experts. Please join us for breakfast and information session about the expanding world of 
technology careers as students learn a variety of technology skills as they rotate through different sessions. 
  
Girls Scouts who register to participate will earn and receive the Entertainment Technology badge (Juniors) or the 
Computer Programming patch (Cadettes). 
We also welcome parents to join us for an informational presentation on the outlook of careers in technology that will 
run from approximately 9:00-9:30 AM. 
  
SCHEDULE: 
8:30-8:45: Registration & Breakfast 
8:45: Program Kick Off 
9:00-11:30: Students engaged in technology workshops 
(*OPTIONAL Parent Information Session from 9:00-9:30) 
11:30 -- Student dismissal 
  
Registration link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/girls-rock-it-hands-on-technology-event-with-mcwt-fall-2017-tickets-37528223928 

8th Grade Social Studies: Throughout the month of October, students in 8th grade social studies will be studying      

government and the first president, George Washington. We are also exploring our constitutional rights and comparing 

those to contemporary issues in our national narrative.  

https://www.gvsu.edu/rmsc/cms-form-edit.htm?formid=360B0D94-A10B-1CA3-4794CA37F4369D27&status=&pageid
http://www.gvsu.edu/rmsc/energizing-our-world-saturday-59.htm
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/girls-rock-it-hands-on-technology-event-with-mcwt-fall-2017-tickets-37528223928
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