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SAILOR  P.R.I.D.E. 
MSMS Families,  
 
It’s hard to believe that we are in our final two-and-a-half weeks of school. This 
year has certainly been outstanding, filled with many successes and failures - 
learning opportunities. I am extremely proud of our students and staff for their grit, 
positivity, and continued focus making MSMS the best middle school in America!  
 
Our final character trait of the year is SUCCESS. As we kick off our final few 
weeks of the school year, along with the month of June, we will discuss and focus 
on SUCCESS! By definition, success is, “The fact of getting or achieving 
wealth, respect, or fame”. For me, success is much more than that! I might   
suggest a better definition of success from Coach John Wooden. He says that, 
“Success is the self-satisfaction of knowing that you did the best that you 
are capable of doing, to become the best you are capable of becoming.” If 
we, and our students, can honestly say that we have given our best effort,       
regardless of the outcome, that is true success. As we reflect on our year and 
transition into summer, I would ask our students to continue to focus on giving 
their best in all that they do and know that their best, regardless of outcome, is 
true success.  
 

 SUMMER WORK -- As we move into summer, there will be three projects 
from the Warm, Safe, Dry campaign. This includes new fascia and soffit 
around the outside of the building, an updated security vestibule in the front 
entrance, and new wall tiles in three of the four main hallways. Know that our 
building will be closed for most of the summer months due to all of the       
construction.  

 FINISH STRONG -- We will be reminding and encouraging our students, over 
the final couple of weeks, to finish their year off strong. We will encourage 
them to stay focused and reach those high levels of academic and behavioral 
success. Please do the same at home.  

 
I am encouraged and excited by the partnership that continues to grow between 
MSMS, our parents, and community! Together, we will continue to focus on     
academic and behavioral successes, along with building positive character traits 
for every student. I hope you all have a successful week and summer!  
 
Doug Ammeraal  
Principal  
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR 
MINI-POPS CHOIR CONCERT 7/8 GR. 

June 1st (Thur.) - 7:30pm @ H.S. 
 
 

7th & 8th GR. CHOIR TRIP 

June 3rd (Sat.) - to Cedar Point 
 
 

8th GR. BAND ORGANIZATIONAL MTG. 

June 5th (Mon.) - 7:00pm - 8:00pm  

@ MSHS Band Room 

 

BAND PARENT MEETING 

June 5th (Mon.) - 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

@ MSHS Orchestra Room 

 

LATE START DATE (9:40am) 

June 7th (Wed.) 

 

SPORTS PHYSICALS @ H.S. 

June 7th (Wed.) - 6:00pm - 7:00pm 

 

WASHINGTON DC PARENT MEETING 

June 7th (Wed.) - 6:30pm - 7:30pm  

@ MSMS Auditorium 

 

BON VOYAGE - 8th GR. DANCE 

June 9th (Fri.) - 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

 
 

NO LATE START (7:40AM) 

June 14th (Wed.)  

 

HALF DAYS - EXAMS 

June 14th (Wed.) - Dismissal 11:00am 

June 15th (Thur.) - Dismissal 11:00am 
 
 

LAST STUDENT DAY 

June 15th (Thur.) - Dismissal 11:00am 

 

8th GR. WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP 

June 17th (Sat.) - 19th (Mon.) 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have personal responsibility, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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April Students of the Month 

From left to right: Chase Brott (6th), Brylee Borgman (6th), Caroline Carlson (7th), Elijah Johnson (7th), 

Matthew Durose (8th), Hannah Brushman (8th) & Camille Zuidema (8th) 

BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

8th Grade Washington DC Meeting  

Wednesday, June 7th                             

6:30 - 7:30pm                                       

MSMS Auditorium                                  

Required for all 8th grade students and 

parents signed up for this year’s trip.  

8th grade ELA will finish the year with an Edgar Allen Poe unit. Students will also take the Nelson-Denny Reading 

Test during their final days. We're so proud of all that the kids have accomplished this year and wish them the best of 

luck in high school!  

Parents:  All medication will have to be picked up from the front office by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 16th, as the offices 

will be closed for the summer after that date.  Thank you!  

Extra yearbooks are available in the front office.  Bring in $24.00, with checks made out to MSMS or cash. Get them 

soon while the supply lasts.  Yearbooks will be distributed on Friday, June 9th during 6th hour.  
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The PE dept. has been awarded the Fuel Up to Play Rally for School Health Grant and will 

be sending 3 teachers, along with a group of students, to Ford Field in October. The PE 

dept. will be utilizing the program next school year to promote student health and wellness.   

The Wellness and Leadership class is reading the 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens to learn about how to change their  

mindsets to become better leaders. 

8th Grade Science: In June, we will conclude our study of Severe Weather. The 8th graders will be looking at a few  

Michigan specific tornadoes, and using the Enhanced Fujita Scale to determine the tornado rating. We will also be      

preparing for our trimester 3 exam.  

Thanks to all the 8th graders for their efforts over the last 3 years at MSMS! Good Luck at the High School!    

7th Grade Science: Students have been busy working within our Earth Science unit. They have learned about the      

atmosphere, why we have seasons, and the many processes involved in the water cycle. Students are currently          

researching and creating a presentation about how humans have been impacting our environment both positively and 

negatively. We will wrap up our year with students creating and launching hot air balloons during the last week of school.   

6th Grade Science: Sixth grade science camp was awesome!  252 sixth grade students and 44 high school students 

attended.  You can see pictures in Facebook MSMS Science Camp 2017.   

From Mrs. Mogdis:                                                                                                                                                             

There are some big changes happening in the counseling office for school year 2017-2018! I am retiring at the end of 

this year. I have said the word “bittersweet” many times in the last few months because I am leaving a career that I love, 

but I am also looking forward to a new adventure. I am looking forward to spending time with my grandchildren, traveling 

and I have many projects that I look forward to completing. Mrs. Butterfield is going to take my place in the counseling 

office. Mrs. Butterfield is currently a 6th grade English teacher. She did her counseling internship in our office while she 

was completing her Master’s degree. She is going to be an amazing addition to the counseling office. She is passionate 

about kids, is an amazing counselor and teacher, and is just simply an awesome person. She will take over as counselor 

for students with the last names beginning with L-Z. Welcome! Mrs. Butterfield.                    

From Mrs. Butterfield:                                                                                                                                                             

Hello everyone! I am Nichole Butterfield. I have been a 6th grade English teacher for the past 7 years here at the middle 

school, and loved every minute of it. Like Mrs. Mogdis, the word "bittersweet" is fitting for my transition into this new 

counseling role, but I am looking forward to a new adventure as one of our middle school counselors and the opportunity 

to work more closely with Mrs. Opiela. I attended GVSU for my graduate work and interned in our MSMS counseling 

office during the 2015-2016 school year. I have some big shoes to fill, as Mrs. Mogdis will be greatly missed, but can't 

wait to put what I have learned into practice and assist students in their journey to become their very best: academically, 

socially, personally, and emotionally. It's going to be a great first year in the counseling office!  

Congratulations on your retirement, Mrs. Mogdis, and thank you for all of your guidance and mentoring! Enjoy!  
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Attention Future Seventh Grade Parents:  

The seventh grade team is excited to work with your children next year!  We are planning a year end celebration that will 

be purposeful and memorable for all of them. 

On May 25, 2018, we will hold an entire day of workshops and activities devoted to broadening your child's horizons.  

We will have a keynote speaker, community service activities, and hands-on workshops. 

We are in need of expanding our list of presenters for this day.  Do you have a special craft or hobby that you would be 

willing to share in a one hour session with a small group of students?  Ideas might include jewelry making, self-defense, 

making fishing lures, cake decorating, or whatever may seem of high interest to a middle school child. 

If you want to volunteer to help with this special day, please contact Beth Prentice or Donna Cargill. The whole 7th 

grade team of teachers thanks you in advance for your support! 

prenticb@monashores.net                                                                                                                                               

cargilld@monashores.net 

We are happy to announce that the MSMS Green Team was awarded a $150 mini grant, by MEEMIC County Teachers 

Insurance Agency, to fund our water quality testing project at Ross Park Beach. This grant allowed us to purchase two 

pair of hip boots and water quality testing supplies. Students will be testing pH, phosphate, nitrate and dissolved oxygen 

levels in the Spring and Fall.     

We are proud to announce that Mona Shores Middle School achieved official Michigan Green School status for the  

second year in a row. The Evergreen patch we received this year is the highest honor awarded to schools by the    

Michigan Green Schools Board of Directors. Our school's activities included planting dune grass around the parking 

lots, a building recycling program, promoting energy efficiency in our buildings, Earth Day community cleanups, storm 

drain marking, learning about endangered species and studying how humans impact the environment. This was truly a 

school and district-wide effort!  

Green Team members have been learning about endangered species, and decided to hold a school-wide vote to     

symbolically adopt one to increase awareness of it. They created posters to promote several        

endangered species in our area, and students voted in their science classes. The winner was the 

piping plover, a small sparrow like bird that lives and nests along our Lake Michigan beaches.   

Visit https://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/pipingplover/index.html to learn more about the    

piping plover.   

Parents!  Our early registration for the next school year will occur on Tuesday, Aug. 22 for 6th graders, Wednesday, 

Aug. 23 for 7th and 8th graders, and a make-up date on Tuesday, Aug. 29 for all grades.  Parent volunteers are   

needed and appreciated.  Please call Mrs. Kimball at 332-8598 in the front office for details.  
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LMC News 

 

    Students got Lost in a Book at our Spring Book Fair!  

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our Spring Book Fair! We had a great time 
hosting the Fair in the LMC. Students had an opportunity to view book trailers and 
shop the Fair during their language arts class. Every purchase directly benefits our 
school by helping us purchase new books for the LMC and also Scholastic News 
Magazines for our classrooms. 
 
THANK YOU to all the students who donated to our All for Books campaign. We 
received a total of $52.71. We were able to purchase more books AND Scholastic 
matches this amount to help children in need. 

Congratulations to our All For Books contest winners!!  

 Bigfoot Action Figure - Taggart VanderMolen 

 Bigfoot Lego Mini Figure - Colby Sparks 

 Gummy Worm Guess - Vennessa Wygant, DJ Caviness, Jacob 

Nanna, Logan Kelley, and Matthew Courson 

THANK YOU very much to our parent volunteers: Lisa Bayne, Nursel Dogan, and Brad Vanderberg. These 
amazing volunteers helped set up and take down the Book Fair. They also provided a variety of fun props and 
decorations. We LOVE our volunteers! Interested? You can join the fun this fall. 

Remember to read this summer! 


