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Mona Shores Families, 
 
While we continue to long for the sunshine and warmer temperatures, April has 
left and May is arriving. Traditionally, this month challenges our students to     
remain focused, continue to make positive choices, and to finish the year off 
strong...academically, behaviorally, and socially.  It is a time when the weather 
really improves, students are outside more, and the days get longer. I am       
confident, with encouragement, support, and structure, that our students 
will continue to be successful and have a phenomenal end to the school year! 
 
Throughout the month of May, we will focus on the character trait of INTEGRITY! 
Integrity can be defined as “the quality of being honest and having strong moral 
principles; moral uprightness.”  We will be focused on challenging our students to 
make the right choices and to do what’s right all through the month. Our goal is 
that our students will hold themselves to high moral and ethical standards, even 
when it is hard to do so, and taking ownership when they don’t quite meet those 
standards.  C.S. Lewis says, “Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one 
is watching.”  I believe this is a challenge for all of us, not just our students.  As 
we head through May, please take the time to have intentional conversations 
with your students regarding integrity, recognize them when they make the right 
choices, and encourage them to demonstrate integrity, even when it is tough to 
do so. 
 
I hope that you all will have a great month and are able to talk about integrity with 
your students!  Continue to positively encourage your students, support them, 
and communicate with their teachers when you need help, clarification, or simply 
an update on their progress towards success.   

CALENDAR 
MINI POPS AUDITIONS 

May 1st (Tues.) - May 2nd (Wed.) 
 
LATE START DATES (WED. @ 9:40am) 

May 2nd , May 16th , May 30th 
 
6th-8th GR. BAND CONCERT @ H.S. 

May 3rd (Thur.) - 7:30pm 
 
SAILOR CELEBRATION 

May 4th (Fri.)  5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

May 7th (Mon.) - May 11th (Fri.) 
 
NO LATE START (WED. @ 7:40am) 

May 9th & May 23rd 

 
 7th/8th GR. CHOIR CEDAR POINT TRIP  
 May 12th (Sat.)  
 
MARCHING BAND REHEARSAL 7th-8th 

May 23rd (Wed.)  6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 
6th GR. SCIENCE CAMP  

May 23rd (Wed.) - 25th (Fri.) 
 
RAIN DATE: 7th & 8th  BAND REHEARSAL  

May 24th (Thur.)  6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 
8th GR. ORCHESTRA SPRING TRIP 

May 24th (Thur.) 
 
CHOIR MINI-POPS CONCERT @ H.S. 

May 24th (Thur.) - 7:30pm 

MEMORIAL DAY - NO SCHOOL 

May 28th (Mon.) 
 
7th-8th GR. BAND MARCHES IN  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

May 28th (Mon.) - 8:15am @ Social  

Security Parking Lot on Morris St. 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. PARENT MEETING 

May 30th (Wed.)  6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 
6th GR. CHOIR CONCERT 

May 31st (Thur.) - 10:00am; 12:45pm 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

#FinishStrong 
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 

Email: ammeraad@monashores.net 
Facebook: Mona Shores Middle School 
Twitter: @msms_sailors 
Twitter: @dougammeraal 

mailto:ammeraad@monashores.net
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

The staff at Mona Shores Middle School is planning a special year-end culminating event for our seventh-grade       

students.  On May 25, 2018, we will be hosting an in-house field trip on the theme of broadening students' horizons. 

Our purpose is to give students an opportunity to explore some new interests and gain budding skills in a high-interest 

field. We want the day to be memorable, meaningful, and fun!  Kids will visit various workshops each hour on topics 

such as careers in law enforcement, photography, stress-management, fly-fishing, personal finance, etc. We are      

excited to host Miss Michigan, Heather Kendrick, a renowned violinist and advocate for Arts in Education, as our     

keynote speaker for the day. At least one of the workshops students visit this day will be a service-learning experience, 

and we have already partnered with the Humane Society, Kids’ Food Basket, and Seminole Shores Assisted Living 

Community. We are looking forward to an awesome day of learning!  

7th Grade Sailor Pride Day 

8th Grade ELA: May is an exciting month in Language Arts for our 8th grade students! Students will be finishing 

up their research unit with a professional speech persuading their classmates to see their viewpoint on a topic. We will 

then enter our Shakespeare Appreciation unit! Students will get to see that Shakespeare's writing is impactful, engaging, 

and hilarious! As always, students should be reading for twenty minutes a night at home!  

7th Grade ELA: We're headed to the Klondike with our final and most dynamic literature study of the year! While 

reading The Call of the Wild, students will learn about the historical setting of the Yukon Gold Rush, and analyze Jack 

London's effective use of characterization, theme, and symbolism. We will also learn about how he uses foreshadowing  

to add suspense and irony for drama. Our unit ends with an argumentative essay defending why the novel is a classic. 

6th Grade ELA: In 6th ELA, we are continuing to read  Under the Blood Red Sun. We are learning about the Japanese 

Internment and how the US was pulled into WWII. Through the friendship of a Japanese boy and an American boy, we 

learn many life lessons and see how friendships can grow and change. We continue to look at prejudice and the          

importance of family as well as emotional treasures. As we read, we are busy making connections with concepts from the 

story and our own lives. Please ask your students about the connections they are making and how impactful this book 

can be.  
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Our early registration, Ports of Call, will be held for incoming 6th graders on Tuesday,     

August 21st, 9 - noon and 3 - 6 p.m., 7th & 8th graders on Wednesday,  August 22nd,  9 - noon and 3 - 6 p.m., with a 

make-up date for all grades on Tuesday, August 28th, 4 - 6 p.m. We need parent volunteers to help man our stations!  

You would help pass out locker numbers, student schedules and important paperwork.  If you are able to help out at 

one or more of these time frames, please call Pam Ackley at 332-8597 or Cheri Kimball at 332-8598.  

This month is full of preparing for transitions.  Each elementary building will be visiting our middle school to learn more 
about being a middle school student and tour the building.  Many 8th grade student leaders will be leading these tours. 
 
As a reminder, if any 6th or 7th grader has not turned in their course elective sheet for next year, please get this into 
the counseling office ASAP.  The counselors will begin working on schedules for next year soon. 

 

As always, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z.  

Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

The Middle School Art Classes competed in the 12th Annual NICO Team Anti-Tobacco Poster Contest. To begin, the 

students studied the many negative effects that smoking can have on the body and environment. Next, they went to 

the drawing board and created a poster with a memorable anti-smoking message. The top 15 Mona Shores Middle 

School students then traveled to the Grand Rapids Art Museum and presented their posters in front of a panel of   

judges and over 200 audience members. They represented the middle school with pride, poise and confidence. The      

finalists for MSMS were Brandon Bankard, Isabella Bankard, Melody Broadbent, Olivia Cory, Sara Harper, Brianna 

Homan, Carly Gomez, Estella Larson, Annie Markarian, Hannah Olthof, Noah Ross, Samantha Sewick, Abby Silvis, 

Kassandra Tarte, and Jessica Wood. A special congratulations goes out to Abby Silvis who finished with an honorable 

mention for her poster, and Annie Markarian who took home a 5th place finish out of the 100 finalists from eight       

different West Michigan schools.  

NICO Team Anti-Tobacco Poster Contest 
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April Students of the Month 

Congratulations to the following students on being honored as our Students of the Month for April:  

8th: Annie Markarian & Ali Baker  7th: Brylee Borgman & Ella Morea  6th: Mary-Elaine Lewis & Jersey VanderWall  


