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MSMS Families, 
 
The month of September has closed and we are now moving forward into October.        
September did provide a great start to what I believe is going to be an incredible year.  I am 
confident that we are on our way to another year in which we focus on being our best selves 
and giving our best effort in every situation!  We are looking forward to another year of   
Sailor Excellence! 
 
This month (October), we will focus on the character trait of ENGAGEMENT!  Engagement 
can be defined as choosing to “participate or become involved in.”  We will challenge our 
students throughout the month to be engaged in their learning, engaged in their school, 
engaged in their relationships, and engaged in making their three years at MSMS the best 
they can possibly be.  In order for us to grow and become better as learners and people, 
engagement is essential.  We want our students to move through life with focus, purpose, 
and intentionality. I believe that in order for our students to fully experience every nuance 
that life has to offer, they must be reminded, encouraged, and challenged to stay engaged 
in every moment and in every situation. 
 
As we head through October, please take the time to have intentional conversations with 
your students regarding engagement. Talk to them about what it looks like, sounds like, and 
feels like in different settings and situations.  Together, we can have a greater impact on our 
students. 
 
There are a number of reminders this week.  Please take just a few moments to read 
through them. 
 

 STUDENT COUNT DAY -- Please make every effort for your students to be in 
school on Wednesday, October 3.  The official student count is vitally important for us 
as a school and as a district! This count day and period is what the state looks at for 
90% of our per pupil funding. 

 NEW STUDENT MEETINGS -- Beginning this week, I will again be meeting one-
on-one with all of the new students to Mona Shores Middle School (50+). I look forward 
to meeting, listening, and learning from our newest Sailors! 

 FACEBOOK and TWITTER -- You can follow MSMS on both Social Media outlets 
(@msms_sailors). We will be using these to send updates, reminders, and share all of 
the great things happening at MSMS. 

 
Have a great week...be ENGAGED...show PRIDE! 
 
Doug Ammeraal -- Principal 
Phone: 231-759-8506, ext. 8599 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR 
CHOIR FUNDRAISER KICK-OFF 
Oct. 2nd (Tues.) - Oct. 15th (Mon.) 
 
PLAY AUDITION WORKSHOP 
Oct. 2nd (Tues.)  3:00 - 5:00 pm 
 
COUNT DAY 

Oct. 3rd (Wed.) 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Oct. 3rd (Wed.) & Oct. 17th (Wed.) 
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES 

Oct. 6th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am  

Oct. 20th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 

Oct. 27th (Sat.) 9:00 - 10:00 am 
 
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 
Oct. 8th (Mon.) - Oct. 19th (Fri.) 
 
PLAY AUDITIONS 
Oct. 8th (Mon.)  
 
PLAY CALL-BACKS 
Oct. 9th (Tues.) 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Oct. 10th  (Wed.) 
Oct. 24th (Wed.) 
Oct. 25th (Thur.) 
Oct. 31st (Wed.) 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 
Oct. 18th (Thur.) 2:55pm - 3:45pm 
Oct. 22nd (Mon.) 2:55pm - 3:45pm 
 
BOOK FAIR @ MSMS LIBRARY 
Oct. 22nd (Mon.) - Oct. 26th (Fri.) 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND CONCERT 
Oct. 23rd (Tues.) 7:00pm @ MSHS 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Oct. 24th (Wed.) 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
Oct. 25th (Thur.) 7:30am - 9:30am &  
Oct. 25th (Thur.) 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
 
HALF-DAY - DISMISSAL @ 11:00 AM 
Oct. 26th (Fri.)  
 
MSBOA ALL-STATE AUDITIONS 
Oct. 27th (Sat.) 
 
ORCHESTRA FALL CONCERT 
Oct. 29th (Mon.) 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
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DISCIPLINED 
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Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

Norton Shores Youth Hockey at L.C. Walker Arena 

Leagues for K - 12
th

 grade players.  Season begins mid-October and goes through mid-March.   

Contact Norton Shores Parks & Recreation Dept. at 231-799-6802; suev@nortonshores.org  

or go to www.nortonshoresparks.org for registration information.  

Sixth Grade:  Sixth graders are learning about what science is and what a scientist does.  The goal is that students 

learn to ask testable questions, and the process for finding answers by designing experiments and collecting and   

analyzing data.  Students will be bringing home some take-home investigations soon.  

Seventh Grade:  7th grade science students are currently finishing up our measurement unit. In this unit,  

students learned how to use the appropriate tools for measuring the mass, volume and density of a variety of objects 

and substances. Our next unit will be properties of matter.  

Eighth Grade:  The 8th grade science classes will be beginning their studies of the solid Earth, including   

topics such as Earthquakes, Volcanoes, and Plate Tectonics.    

mailto:suev@nortonshores.org
http://www.nortonshoresparks.org/
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The school year is off to a great start.  During September, the counselors, Mrs. Opiela and Mrs. Butterfield,  were 

busy finalizing schedules and meeting with students. This month, they will make their way into classrooms to make 

more formal introductions and inform students about what the counseling office is all about: supporting students   

academically, personally, and socially.  As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs.  

Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you!  

Sixth Grade:  Fall Greetings Sailor Families! The Titanic has set sail, but we are continuing to explore through 

the eyes and stories of the passengers that were aboard. Each student gets to write a story from the perspective of a 

passenger. They have researched the fate of that passenger and will share their story. We will also be going on an      

inspiring and humorous literature journey with Kenny Watson in the historical fiction, The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 

1963. Throughout the novel study, we will be making connections with coming of age friendships, bullying, and       

prejudice topics linked to the Civil Rights Movement. The grammar focus for this unit will be pronouns, linking verbs, 

helping verbs, and using direct quotes. Additionally, students will evolve as writers using the following literary devices: 

alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia, exaggeration, metaphor, and simile. Friendly reminder, there are several 

tools to help keep you informed of your child’s success such as parent portal, having your student login to Google 

Classroom, and as always, feel free to reach out with any concerns or questions. 

Seventh Grade:  We have launched into great literary units with short stories featuring themes of friendship 

and loyalty. We will practice reading strategies of making predictions, inferencing, and using context clues, as well as 

analyzing elements of plot and special techniques such as mood, characterization, and action. As writers, seventh   

graders will learn about different sentence fluency techniques and will write a personal narrative on the theme of 

“Taking a Risk”. This piece will include strong leads, action, effective word choice, developing the heart of the story, 

and a reflective conclusion. Students also have an independent reading book of their choice. We will be doing Feature 

Fridays, highlighting great authors, new books, and certain genres, and students will also have opening minutes most 

days to read and enjoy their books.  

Eighth Grade:  8th Grade ELA will complete our first two formal writings. One will be related to Flowers For 

Algernon, or a novel of their choice; the second will be on the topic of a Single Story. We will continue to promote    

independent reading--all students should have an independent reading novel with them at all times. We will also weave 

in some grammar and vocabulary lessons.  
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 Eighth Grade:  Hello! The 8th grade social studies team has enjoyed getting to know your students the past 

few weeks, and establishing norms and routines. We are moving into our content, which includes a quick civics crash 

course and then an in-depth study of our first several Presidents. Feel free to ask your students about what they are 

learning about!      

 

Seventh Grade:  Seventh grade social studies students were busy “ thinking like historians” .   Students were 

given 10 “artifacts” at a time to simulate how we process historic evidence. See pictures below... 

Thinking Like a Historian 
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LMC News  

We dare you to enter the  

Forbidden Forest Book Fair! 

October 22 - 26, 2018 
 

Did you know it has been 20 years since Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer's Stone, by J. K. Rowling, was first published? 
Come check out our Harry Potter themed Book Fair in the 
Middle School LMC (Library Media Center). As always, 
there will be a wide variety of titles available to inspire your 
middle schooler’s love of reading. 
 

Students will have the opportunity to purchase books     
during their Language Arts class, before and after school, 
and at lunch. Parents and grandparents are also invited to 
browse and purchase books. Just check into the school  
office, and they will direct you to the LMC. 

Families are also welcome and encouraged to shop during parent/teacher conferences: 
 

Wednesday, October 24:     4:30pm - 7:30pm 

Thursday, October 25:     7:30am - 9:30am and 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
 

      Can’t make it into the LMC? Books can be purchased ONLINE from October 14 - 31. 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/monashoresmiddleschool.com  

Or, get the APP and search for Book Fairs.  

Which House will win: Gryffindor, Ravenclaw, Hufflepuff, or 
Slytherin?  Students will have an opportunity to donate their change 
to ALL FOR BOOKS and vote for their favorite Hogwarts House. 
Any donations of $1 or more will allow students to be entered in a 
drawing for a Butterbeer and Chocolate Frog Party! For a 25 cent 
donation, students can guess the number of golden snitches in a 
jar. Don’t miss the fun at our Fall Book Fair! 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/monashoresmiddleschool.com
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