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Sailor Families, 
 
What a phenomenal week!  Halloween was a success, Sailor Celebration is going to be an 
amazing time, and the teaching and learning in our classrooms continues at high levels! 
Truly a great week! As we look to conclude the month of October (Engagement) and move 
into November (Gratitude), I anticipate this to be an outstanding month for our students and 
our staff.   
 
Gratitude is defined as “the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and 
to return kindness.” This month, we will build on and remind our students what it is to be 
grateful, to show gratitude. Often, gratitude comes out when we truly shift our focus to all of 
the positives that we have in life; our eyes need to be opened to see all that we’ve been 
blessed with. Since the start of the new school year, many conversations with teachers and 
staff members have fed into a discussion of gratitude...how grateful we are to be at 
MSMS...how grateful we are to work with such phenomenal students...how grateful we are 
to come to school every day and do what we are passionate about...how grateful we are to 
team with such wonderful parents. Please allow me to send a heartfelt note of gratitude, on 
behalf of our entire staff. Thank you for allowing us to work with your children every single 
day; we are truly grateful for the opportunity! 
 
Here are a few additional updates and reminders to our calendar.  Please take a moment to 
read through them. 

 ACADEMIC & BEHAVIOR DATA -- Please look for an update on our Behavior and 
Academics in next week's parent communication.  We will have up-to-date information on 
discipline referrals and F-data. Remember, you can always stay up-to-date on your 
child’s grades through Parent Portal and/or communication with your child’s teacher. 

 1st HOUR ATTENDANCE -- Be sure that, if you are dropping your child off or if they 
walk, you leave with enough time for your student to get into the building, to their locker 
and to class on time.  Those of you that drop off, know that over 350 cars come in-and-
out of our parking lot every morning between 7:15 and 7:40. Plan accordingly.            
Remember, missing only two minutes every day, which is equivalent to nearly two weeks 
in that class, can dramatically impact your child’s learning!  

 EMERGENCY FORMS -- If  you have not updated your Emergency Contact form, 
even if no updates are needed, it is imperative that you do so, for communication and 
safety purposes.  Please contact the front office as soon as possible and they can help. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful week.    
 
Doug Ammeraal -- Principal 
Phone: 231-759-8506, ext. 8599 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net 

CALENDAR 
 
 

7TH & 8TH GR. CHOIR CONCERT 

Nov. 1st (Thur.) 7:30pm  
 

PLAY ALLEGRETTO CAMP 

Nov. 2nd (Fri.) - Nov. 3rd (Sat.) 
 

MIDDLE FIDDLES 

Nov. 3rd (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 
 

LATE START DATES (9:40am) 

Nov. 7th  (Wed.) 

Nov. 14th (Wed.) 

Nov. 28th (Wed.) 
 
SAILOR CELEBRATION 
Nov. 9th (Fri.) 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 

FIDDLE FESTIVAL @ MS HIGH SCHOOL 

Nov. 10th (Sat.)  3:00 pm - 10:00pm 
 

CHOIR HOSTING MSVMA CHOIR       
REHEARSAL 

Nov. 17th (Sat.)  
 

HALF-DAY - DISMISSAL @ 11:00 AM 

Nov. 21st (Wed.)  
 

NO LATE START (7:40am) 

Nov. 21st (Wed.) 
 

THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 22nd (Thur.) - Nov. 23rd (Fri.) 
 

6TH GR. CHOIR CONCERT 

Nov. 29th  (Thur.) 10:00am & 12:45pm 
 

END OF 1ST TRI 

Nov. 30th (Fri.) 

November 2018 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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BOX TOPS  

 

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500! CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS and                            

Tyson Chicken Project A Labels are collected in the front office. 

Norton Shores Youth Hockey at L.C. Walker Arena 

Leagues for K - 12
th
 grade players.  Season begins mid-October and goes through mid-March.   

Contact Norton Shores Parks & Recreation Dept. at 231-799-6802; suev@nortonshores.org  

or go to www.nortonshoresparks.org for registration information.  

Here is a helpful website for parents 

to discuss the dangers of drugs with 

their child:    

http://www.talksooner.org/ 

8th grade ELA will continue to encourage independent reading. Students should always have a book to read 

and should bring it with them to class every day. Additionally, we will start our first in-class novel study of S.E. Hinton's 

The Outsiders. Students will also be preparing for the high school placement test, which they'll take in December.  

6th Grade ELA: Fall Greetings Sailor Families! We will be going on an inspiring and      

humorous literature journey with Kenny Watson in the historical fiction, The Watsons Go to    

Birmingham, 1963. Throughout the novel study, we will be making connections with coming 

of age friendships, bullying, and prejudice topics linked to the Civil Rights Movement. We will    

continue to polish figurative language; students did a tremendous job taking risks and       

exploring these writing skills throughout the Titanic unit. 

Congratulations to the top three classes, Mr. Buboltz, Mr. Whalen and Mrs. Schiller, 

for bringing in the most cans during our Annual Canned Food Drive.  We collected 

nearly 2400 cans, which will be donated to the Muskegon Rescue Mission.         

Way to go Sailors!    

Upcoming events: 

 November 9th - Sailor Celebration  

 December 4th-14th - Toys For Tots  

mailto:suev@nortonshores.org
http://www.nortonshoresparks.org/
mailto:www.talksooner.org/
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Last month, your counselors were in 7th grade Tech Ventures classes to introduce Career Cruising, a program       
designed for the exploration of different career options. Students took an interest inventory assessment inside the  
program called the Matchmaker.  The outcome of this assessment provides each student with careers that align with 
his/her interests. This assessment will be revisited each year in career exploration. If your 7th grade student is not in 
Tech Ventures this trimester, he/she will participate in this activity in a coming trimester.   
 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names      

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

Goose Chase Activity: Students in 7th grade social studies use Goose Chase to practice using the          

World Geohistogram.   

8th Grade Social Studies - In November, the 8th grade social studies classes are going to be starting their first large 

writing assignment in class. We will use documents to argue our thesis - and it will be 5 paragraphs in total. It's focus 

will be on the Lewis and Clark Expedition and what their greatest accomplishment was. We're looking forward to it! :)  

6th Grade Social Studies - Our students have become great geographers and are nearly expert  economists. 

November greets us with the role of government in our everyday lives. The major concepts we will be learning are as 

follows: Government Organizations, 3 Branches of Government, Representative Democracy, Checks and Balances, 

and Bill of Rights.  
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6th Grade Science just finished up a unit on The Scientific 

Method and Measurement.  The next unit your child will be 

learning about is States of Matter.     

Cross Country top 20 finishers at GMAA.  

From Left to Right: Claire Fouchea, Ava Freye, Ella Kinney, Lilly Houle, Abram Freye, Caleb Branch, Molly Wolf, 

Vaire VanderWalle, Destiny Douglas, Ashley Davis, Cecilia Conrad, Andrew Davis 

 

In 7th grade science, students worked in groups to measure the speed of sound. 

Each group presented the information they learned to the rest of the class.  

Our Electives team has been working hard this 1st Trimester to provide our MSMS Sailors with the essential skills  

needed to be successful in the future! In Choir, Mr. Closz has been providing opportunities for students to balance their 

“need to be heard” vs. “listening to others”. And in Mrs. Helsen’s Art classes, students are learning to respectfully listen 

to and value others’ perspectives when experiencing art. Mr. Latz is promoting creativity in the STEM classes, while Mrs. 

Hawes & Mr. Beson are emphasizing the importance of integrity and good sportsmanship. Mr. Mosely & Mr. Nimtz are 

continuing their work to provide collaborative and productive environments through their instrumental music classes, and 

Mr. Check continues to help students understand that being organized is essential to a student’s success.  Señora  

Schiller is providing a broad view of our world, and giving the Spanish class students opportunities to see that larger   

perspective, through the learning of a foreign language. And, finally, Mr. Whalen is helping our students to learn to be 

adaptive and flexible as the world continues to change around us, while Mr. Volkmann helps his students learn that one 

of the most fundamental aspects of success is having a healthy body and a healthy mind.   
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