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MSMS Families, 
 
With the days getting longer and more sunshine coming through (hopefully those temps rise 
a bit too), Mona Shores Middle School continues to demonstrate their BEST! The Month of 
Caring has been another success that has allowed MSMS to impact the lives of others, 
within our own community. Our athletic teams are rolling and getting better every day.   
Performing Arts are providing amazing opportunities for students to engage in music,    
perform, and be a part of something special. March is Reading Month, along with the 6th 
grade Battle of the Books, will have specific competitions for our 7th and 8th graders 
throughout the month. Independent reading and writing (CERs) are permeating our     
classrooms, hallways and learning experiences. Our Student Leadership teams (Student 
Council, CAC, Green Team) continue to impact our school, community and the lives of  
others. Our teachers continue to deliver lessons that challenge all of our students,         
incorporate high levels of literacy and technology, and connect student learning to life    
outside of school. Our parents are showing support and encouraging their students to reach 
high levels of academic and behavioral success, as well as discussing our monthly       
character traits at home. It has, without question, been an outstanding month for our      
students, staff, and families! I am proud to be a part of such an inspired, caring team! It is 
certainly great to be a SAILOR! 
 
As we begin the month of March, our focus will move to the monthly character trait of    
Positivity. The Dalai Lama says that, “In order to carry positive action we must develop 
here a positive vision.” Throughout our lives, tough, challenging situations will arise.  
Perhaps it is in our learning, athletics, families, friendships, or work, but our ability to 
choose a positive attitude will carry a huge impact for us in dealing with these times and in 
moving forward. Charles Swindoll said, “I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to 
me and 90% how I react to it.” This month at MSMS, we will challenge our students to stay 
positive and to continue to see their cups as half-full instead of half-empty. We want 
them to know that their positivity can impact their life and those whom they encounter. 
Please have conversations with your students about staying positive, with themselves and 
with others. Ask them what positivity might look like, sound like, or feel like. Discuss the 
impact positivity can have on their relationships, grades, or self-perception. With the      
sunshine and warmer temperatures around the corner, let’s all work to bring some more 
positivity into our lives and into the lives around us. 
 
I continue to be encouraged by the partnership between MSMS, our parents, and          
community! Together, we will continue to focus on academic and behavioral successes, 
along with building positive character traits, for every student. I hope you all have a positive 
month of March! 
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR   
 

8TH GR. SCHEDULING AT MSMS 

Mar. 1st (Fri.) During the day 

 
MIDDLE FIDDLES 
Mar. 2nd (Sat.)  9:00am - 10:00am 
Mar. 23rd (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 

Mar. 4th (Mon.) 2:55pm - 3:40pm 

 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND WINTER CONCERT 

Mar. 5th (Tues.) 7:30pm - 8:30pm 

 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Mar. 6th  (Wed.) 
Mar. 13th (Wed.) 
Mar. 20th (Wed.) 
Mar. 27th (Wed.) 
 
MS HONORS ORCHESTRA SECTIONAL 
Mar. 6th (Wed.) 5:30pm - 8:30pm  
 
6TH GR. AMAZING PROGRESS CONCERT 
Mar. 7th (Thur.) 12:05pm in Large Gym 
 
8TH GR. BAND MSBOA FESTIVAL  
Mar. 8th  (Fri.) at Muskegon High Auditorium 
 
MSBOA DISTRICT HONORS ORCHESTRA 
Mar. 9th (Sat.)   
 
6TH GR. CHOIR CONCERT 
Mar. 12th (Tues.) 10:00am; 12:45pm  
 
CHOIR FESTIVAL 
Mar. 13th (Wed.) - Mar. 15th (Fri.) 
 
8TH GR. VISITATION TO HIGH SCHOOL 
Mar. 14th (Thur.)  
 
2ND TRIMESTER ENDS 
Mar. 15th (Fri.)  
 
HALF DAY & SPRING ASSEMBLY 
Mar. 28th (Thur.)   
 
NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK 
Mar. 29th (Fri.) - Apr. 7th (Sun.)  
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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                       BOX TOPS  

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500!  

November & January Students of the Month - PRIDE 

Congratulations to the following students on being honored as our Students of the Month for November & January: 

 

Math Counts Competition 

Congratulations to the Math Counts team of Hannah Jones, Chase Brott, Gavyn Stout, Eva Stout, and Iliana Bejarano 

on their 3rd place finish at the local competition! Hannah Jones placed second overall and took first place in the   

countdown round! Gavyn Stout placed 6th overall as well! Great job!   

Molly Wolf, Iliana Bejarano, Koen Holman,             

Makenna Oneka, Aidan Kreps, Ariana Bejarano 

Quintin Mack, Octavio Alvarado, Cecilia Conrad,             

Elliott Fischer, Melody Seith, Sydney Austin 
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Mason Schlafer finished the Boy Scout Popcorn Fundraiser at the end of December.  He sold an astonishing 

$88,017, which is nearly $31,000 above his national record from just last year.  He finished 2nd in the nation this 

year, missing the top spot by a mere $60, and relinquished his national record.  Nonetheless, we are still extremely 

proud of Mason's efforts, his determination and his sacrifice for others.  With a portion of the commission he earned 

for his Scout Account, Mason will be replacing the remaining aging equipment for his Troop, has set aside $1,000 

for Camperships (for boys unable to afford to go to camp) and has already funded one of four Feeding America 

food trucks for those in need in our community.  We scheduled and ran one truck as a Troop, on December 15th, 

2018, that Mason paid for.  We have three more scheduled this year that Mason will be paying for as well.  The 

impact he has made for his Troop will be felt 20 years from now.  The impact he's making for our community is  

immeasurable, but hopefully helps those in need bridge tough times to better days, inspires others to step up, 

serve and give back or pay it forward.   
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8th Grade ELA:  Throughout February, the 8th graders have been reading, analyzing, and discussing To Kill a 

Mockingbird. Although the snow days have pushed our schedule back a few weeks, we still plan to finish this novel by 

the end of this month. Students will be forming an argument related to the persecution of the various characters we 

have come to love. As we transition to April, we will begin our Opposing Viewpoints Research unit; this unit will     

challenge our students to blend together all the skills they have learned throughout their Language Arts experience. 

Students should also be reading their chosen novels at home!  

7th Grade ELA:  March brings us an adventurous research project! In a real -world research task, students will 

select an American city or state as a vacation destination and determine the best events, attractions, and activities of 

that location. Students will select and cite quality sources, develop note-taking and outlining skills, and learn effective 

public speaking strategies.  

6th Grade ELA:  We are starting an exciting new research project in 6th grade ELA. Each student got to 

choose a piece of “Notorious News” to research. Talk to your student and see what intriguing topic was chosen! They 

are expected to cite at least 2 sources and create at least 20 note cards using a resource called Noodle Tools.       

Students have 5 days to research with the expectation of creating 5 cards per day. The final project will be a Google 

Slide presentation presented in front of the class. We’re excited to see what extraordinary information our students 

uncover as they delve into the topics!  

This month, the counselors will be going into 6th and 7th grade classrooms to share some information about elective 
choices for next year’s schedule. After getting this information, students will need to return their elective choice sheets 
to the counseling office no later than Friday, March 8, 2019. Students will be asked to rank their elective choices 1-5. 
The sooner sheets are returned to the counseling office, the more likely it will be that students will get their first choice 
for an elective. Please contact the counseling office with any questions. 
 
The high school counselors came in on March 1 to share information for high school course options with 8th grade  
students.   
 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names       

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

7th grade science students have been learning the parts of the microscope and identifying unicellular and 

multicellular organisms. Students were very excited to look at the variety of prepared slides we have and also getting 

the slides in focus by themselves. We are moving into our next unit of genetics and heredity.   
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