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SAILOR  P.R.I.D.E. 
MSMS Families, 
 
As we conclude the snowy, COLD month of January, I am grateful for such an outstanding 
start to 2019 at Mona Shores Middle School! Our teachers continue to deliver engaging, 
quality lessons to our students, challenging them to reach their personal best in every     
situation.  Our students continue to achieve high levels of academic and behavioral success.  
I am proud of both of their efforts!  There is such value in a shared commitment to being the 
absolute best that we can be, every day, in every situation is evident at MSMS.  We are truly 
striving to build the highest level of character and success within each of our students and in 
ourselves! 
 
Moving into February, MSMS will be focused on Compassion.  While there are many      
different definitions of compassion, the one that jumps out to me is, “sympathetic pity and 
concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others, consciousness of others' distress       
together with a desire to alleviate it.”  As we move into our Month of Caring at MSMS, we 
challenge and remind our students, and ourselves, what it means to feel concern for       
others...for the situations, circumstances, experiences, and challenges that they are faced 
with.  At Mona Shores Middle School, we want our students to not only recognize this, but to 
truly feel that sense of compassion, and to take action to alleviate or support.  I believe this 
quote captures that sense of compassion, “Learn to love without condition. Talk without bad 
intention. Give without any reason. And most of all, care for people without any     
expectation.”   As our students move through the month of February, our Month of Caring, 
please have conversations at home about what it looks like, sounds like, and feels like to be 
a compassionate, caring individual, encouraging them to positively impact their school,  

community, and world with a spirit of compassion.   
 
Here are just a few reminders for the month: 
 

 POSITIVE BEHAVIOR --  In evaluating our overall discipline numbers this year, I am 

encouraged - encouraged by our student’s focus, commitment to Sailor PRIDE, and by 
our staff holding students to high expectations!  This month (knowing we’ve had some 
snow days) we’ve had 55 discipline referrals, which is 60 LESS THAN last year.  I’m   
confident that our students will finish January strong and then make February another 
great month (typically high in numbers).  I do know that the majority of our students are 
making a lot of good choices, consistently, and are positively impacting our building!   
Additionally, MSMS staff members have recognized our students and given out over 
7,600 PRIDE passes so far this year!  Amazing!  Know that I will challenge our      
students to meet behavior expectations, be their best-selves in every situation, and to 
continually strive to make good choices.  I will also praise those that are making positive 
choices and showing PRIDE on a daily basis here at MSMS.  At home, please continue 
to encourage and support your student in maintaining and reaching these high         
expectations.     

    (Continued on Page 2) 

CALENDAR 
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES   
Feb. 2nd (Sat.)   9:00am - 10:00am 
Feb. 22nd (Fri.)  2:50pm - 3:50pm 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Feb. 6th  (Wed.) 
Feb. 20th (Wed.) 
Feb. 27th (Wed.) 
 
SKI CLUB (CANNONSBURG) 
Feb. 6th  (Wed.)  
Feb. 13th (Wed.) 
Feb. 20th (Wed.) - Make-Up Date 
 
DRAMA PRODUCTION @ H.S. 

Feb. 7th (Thur.) - Feb.  9th (Sat.)  7:00pm 

 
SCHEDULED P/T CONFERENCES 
Feb. 11th (Mon.)  3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
ORCHESTRA PRE-FESTIVAL CLINIC 
Feb. 11th (Mon.)  3:00pm - 6:00pm 
 
MSBOA  FESTIVAL REHEARSAL 
Feb. 12th (Tues.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
 
6TH GR. ORCHESTRA SOLO FESTIVAL 
Feb. 12th (Tues.)  5:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Feb. 13th (Wed.) 
 
COUNT DAY 

Feb. 13th (Wed.) 

 
HALF-DAY (DISMISSAL @ 11 AM) 
Feb. 14th (Thur.)  
 
MID-WINTER BREAK - NO SCHOOL 
Feb. 15th (Fri.) - Feb. 18th (Mon.) 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Feb. 20th (Wed.)  8:00am - 9:00am 
 
MSBOA  FESTIVAL REHEARSAL 
Feb. 20th (Wed.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
 
MMEA INSTRUMENTAL CLINIC @ H.S. 
Feb. 21st (Thur.)  Time TBA 
 

February 2019 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consciousness
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News 
    

 TRAFFIC FLOW -- I wanted to share a couple of simple reminders as we battle    

weather, traffic, and drop off: 

 ONE -- When dropping, it is faster and easier to pull all the way forward, down 

by the anchor, and have students enter through the wing doors (West side of 
building).  When everyone works together and is courteous, we can maximize 
the safety and efficiency of our parking lot.   Please be sure you are pulling 
forward, using signals, and NOT dropping/picking up in the middle lane. 

 TWO -- Please DO NOT park in the Drop Zones.  These are meant to allow 

students to quickly get out of the car and the car to then leave.  When cars 
park and wait, this makes it difficult for all the other drop offs and prevents  
traffic from moving efficiently.  Some parents have been parking and waiting 
until 7:30.  Please know that you may park in the parking lots off of Woodside 
and wait if you would like, not in the Drop Zones.  Additionally, we monitor the 
temperature carefully and have had the wing and front doors open prior to 7:30 
for students. 

 THREE --  I have also been asked, by NSPD and our neighbors, to remind 

parents not to block driveways as they park down Reneer or Woodside for pick 
up.  This creates a huge safety concern, prevents flow of traffic, and causes 
everyone around you to wait even longer. Your attention to these details are 
greatly appreciated. 

 MONTH OF CARING -- February is the Month of Caring at MSMS.  MMLI, with the help 

of Student Congress and Calling All Colors, has fundraising activities and charity events 
planned for the month.  Each year, the MMLI students choose recipients of the monies 
raised from our Month of Caring efforts.  Over the past 5 years, we have raised over 
$25,000 for a variety of charities and causes within our own community. This year, the 
money and drive items will go to some local charities, with The Kids Food Basket being 
our biggest partner.  Although there will be a lot of fun activities, don’t forget the reason 
why we are doing what we’re doing - caring and compassion.   You are challenged to 
serve others this month and think outside of yourselves! Make an impact on the world! 

 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 
ORCHESTRA 7TH/8TH GR. REHEARSAL 
Feb. 21st (Thur.)  2:50pm - 3:50pm 
 
SOUND OF SHORES REHEARSAL @ H.S 
Feb. 22nd (Fri.)   Time TBA 
 
SOUND OF SHORES CONCERTS @ H.S. 
Feb. 23rd (Sat.)  3:30pm & 7:00pm 
 
8TH GR. SCHEDULING ASSEMBLY 
Feb. 25th (Mon.)  8:50am 
 
8TH GR. PARENT NIGHT @ H.S. 
Feb. 25th (Mon.)  7:00pm  
 
MSBOA  FESTIVAL REHEARSAL 
Feb. 26th (Tues.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
 
ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL  
Feb. 27th (Wed.) - Time TBA 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL  
Feb. 28th (Thur.)  2:55pm - 3:40pm 
 
8TH GR. SCHEDULING  
Feb. 28th (Thur.)  During the Day 
 

 SPIRIT WEEK -- THIS WEEK -- February 4-8 

 Monday, February 4 -- Hat Day 

 Tuesday, February 5 -- Team Day 

 Wednesday, February 6 -- Comfy Day 

 Thursday, February 7 -- Flannel Day 

 Friday, February 8 -- Neon Day 

 OUTLINE FOR THE MONTH 

 Week 1 (Feb. 4)  -- Spirit Week 

 Week 2 (Feb. 11) -- Lunch Fundraisers/Teacher Challenges 

 Week 3 (Feb. 19) -- Bake Sale and KFB Bag Decorations 

 Week 4 (Feb. 25) -- Kids Food Basket Drive 

 Week 5 (March 4) -- Building/Community Event - TBA 

I am encouraged by the partnership between MSMS, our parents, and community as we continue our focus on academic success, high 

quality character, and serving others. I hope you all have a great week and a wonderful month of February.  

Doug Ammeraal  | Principal 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net 

     (Continued from Page 1) 

mailto:ammeraad@monashores.net
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Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

                       BOX TOPS  

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500!  

8th Grade ELA:  In February, the 8
th
 grade students will enter our most challenging, exciting, and 

thought provoking text of the year, To Kill a Mockingbird. Throughout the year, we have discussed 

the high level of maturity needed for this novel, and we are excited to see that our 8
th
 graders are 

ready to delve into this classic text. Students should continue to push themselves to read at home 

for twenty minutes a night.  

7th Grade ELA:  7th grade ELA students will be kicking off February with a review of powerful 

word choices, specifically with how to use descriptive adjectives. The Hershey Kiss Descriptive Writing will culminate 

our unit, and then we will be reading two dramatic short stories by contemporary authors, Walter Dean Myers and 

Amy Tan. Both selections have adolescent main characters and common themes of family honor. Students will    

evaluate the author’s craft and make personal connections to the pieces.  

6th Grade ELA:  As we plow into February, students will start the Notorious News Research Project. We will 

find and cite sources, create note cards and organize research topic information. Near the end of research, we will 

create a digital presentation as a platform to present and intrigue the classroom audience with individual researched 

Notorious News topic.    

February is Month of Caring!  This year, MSMS will be raising money for Kids Food Basket with different activities and 

events throughout the month.  Be on the lookout for Bake Sales, Spirit Week Class Competitions, lunch activities, Kids 

Food Basket material drive, and much more!  MSMS is challenging our middle school community to serve others and 

support a great cause!  
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Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

 

 

The counseling office has been a busy place this past month! Here is a recap of the happenings… 
 
 All 8th grade students completed their Career Cruising lesson.  As 8th graders, students explore    

careers based on interests, but also begin to consider how different skill sets impact career interests 
and possibilities. 

 7th grade Tech Ventures students completed many tasks within Career Cruising’s Educational       
Development Plan.  Students took an interest inventory, explored careers indicating which are of the 
most interest to them, and set goals related to the career choices they selected in the program. 

 Month of Caring begins in February and we will begin our focus on compassion!  What are different 
ways you can show kindness and compassion for others?   

 The counselors will continue meeting with students to support them in their success as the school 
year progresses, both socially and academically. 

 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with 

last names  L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

The Mona Shores Allegrettos present Disney's High School Musical Jr., at Mona Shores High School    
Performing Arts Center, on February 7, 8 and 9. Disney Channel's smash hit movie musical comes to life 
on the Mona Shores Performing Arts Center stage in Disney's High School Musical Jr. Troy, Gabriella and 
the students of East High must deal with issues of love, friends and family while balancing their classes 
and extracurricular activities. The show's infectious, danceable songs are sure to engage the whole family! 
All performances begin at 7:00pm, and public tickets go on sale starting January 28th. Tickets can be    
purchased by visiting www.ShowTix4U.com and searching "Mona Shores Middle School Allegrettos". 

http://www.showtix4u.com/

