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Mona Shores Middle School Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe that Spring Break is here! I hope it will be relaxing and enjoyable for 
the entire family, regardless of where you’re going, and that you will be ready for the final 
ten weeks of the school year. Reflecting back on March, I continue to be proud of the  
dedication our teachers have to the art of teaching, and for the commitment they display in 
supporting our students academic and behavioral successes here at MSMS. Our students 
continue to positively receive that high quality instruction from their teachers and are   
putting forth great effort into their educational success. We are proud of this group of   
students! Academically, they are taking ownership of their academic success by pushing 
themselves to complete assignments, prepare for assessments, and engage themselves 
in class. This past trimester, which concluded in the middle of March, only 4% of all    
posted grades were failing, and over 94% of students had ALL A’s, B’s, and C’s. These 
percentages were right in line with our first trimester and stronger than the past two 
years. I believe that our students will continue to step up, refocus, and maintain the  
standard of Sailor excellence. I know that MSMS teachers, administrators, and parents 
will continue to support, encourage, and strive towards helping our students achieve their 
highest levels of success. This collective focus on success is propelling MSMS to be the 
best Middle School in America.   
 
Our Character Trait for the month of April is DISCIPLINED. By definition, DISCIPLINED is 
“showing a controlled form of behavior or way of working.”  Throughout our day, our week, 
month, or year, we encounter situations, people, or circumstances that challenge our  
focus and abilities to remain DISCIPLINED.  Do we choose to correct behaviors?  Do we 
choose to get our work done or go outside to play? Do we complete tasks or leave them 
unfinished? Are we procrastinators and give up, or do we get things done on time and 
stick-to-it? Do we set high expectations for ourselves and stay focused on meeting them. 
How will we stay DISCIPLINED in our relationships, behaviors, tasks, and work ethic?  As 
John Maxwell said, “Small disciplines repeated with consistency every day lead to great 
achievements gained slowly over time.”  Remaining DISCIPLINED and focused leads to 
success! Throughout the month, know that your students will be challenged to stay      
DISCIPLINED in both their academics, behavior, and effort at MSMS!  
 
As you move through April and into Spring, please continue to remind and have           
conversations with your students about remaining and being DISCIPLINED.  Discuss how 
they can demonstrate and be DISCIPLINED in their actions and mindsets with academics, 
behaviors, peer interactions, and adult conversations!  I believe this will propel them to 
finish the year off strong!  
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 
Email: ammeraad@monashores.net 

CALENDAR 
 

SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Mar. 29th (Fri.) - Apr. 7th (Fri.) 
 

SCHOOL RESUMES 

Apr. 8th (Mon.) 
 
ORCHESTRA 7TH/8TH GR. REHEARSAL 

Apr. 8th (Mon.) 
 

MIDDLE FIDDLES  

Apr. 8th (Mon.) 3:30pm - 4:00pm 

Apr. 15th (Mon.) 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
8TH GR. SOUND OF SHORES REHEARSAL 

Apr. 9th (Tues.) 12:30pm - 2:30pm @ H.S. 
 
8TH GR. SOUND OF SHORES PERFORM 

Apr. 9th (Tues.) 7:00pm @ H.S. 
 

NO LATE START (7:40) 

Apr. 10th (Wed.) 
 

MSBOA SOLO & ENSEMBLE 

Apr. 13th (Sat.)  
 

5
th

& 6
th 

GR. ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

Apr. 16th (Tues.) 7:00pm @ MSMS 
 

LATE START DATES (9:40) 

Apr. 17th (Wed.) 

Apr. 24th (Wed.) 
 

HALF-DAY - GOOD FRIDAY 

Apr. 19th (Fri.) Dismissal @ 11:00am 
 

SCHEDULED P/T CONFERENCES 

Apr. 29th (Mon.) 3:00pm - 4:00pm  
 
CHOIR MINI-POPS SPECIALTY AUDITIONS 

Apr. 30th (Tues.)  

April 2019 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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                       BOX TOPS  

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500!  

Honors Orchestra 
 

Twelve of our MSMS orchestra student musicians were selected to represent Mona Shores, at the Michigan School 
Band & Orchestra Association’s District VII Honors Orchestra, on Saturday, March 9th. The Honors Orchestra is made 
up of top students from Fremont, Grand Haven, Greenville, Mona Shores, Muskegon and North Muskegon. These 7th 
and 8th grade students practiced individually, attended a sectional night, and participated in the day-long event which 

culminated in a performance directed by a guest conductor, Mrs. Sara Jager. 
 

Congratulations to our student performers! 

First row - Brianna Tisch, Evelyn Donahue; Second row - Brooke Olejarczyk, Carly Califf, Katie Lee; Third row - Iliana 
Bejarano, Luke Opfermann, Isabella Ogle, Brooklynn Bailey; Fourth row - Carlie Gelderloos, Cecilia Conrad, Anna Avila 

Mandatory Washington DC Meeting    
for 8th graders                             

Wednesday, May 29                           
6:30pm-7:30pm                                        

in the middle school auditorium. 

Interested 7th graders are welcome to 
attend! 
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February Students of the Month - PRIDE 

Congratulations to the following students on being honored as our Students of the Month for February: 

Left to Right: Logan Clausen, Chase Brott, Maddison Etterman, Grace Curtice, SaMari York, Hayden Smith 

6th Grade - Happy Spring families! In English, we just finished presenting our research projects, and what interesting 

information we learned! The kids worked hard. 

We are now enjoying a book called Under the Blood Red Sun, about a Japanese American boy growing up in Hawaii, 

around the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor. At this point, we are really delving into how the characters change and 

grow as the plot develops. We are focusing on family relationships and friendships, fun times and hardships.   

Throughout the book, we will be completing many activities to connect the students to the books and to connect the 

learning we have done throughout the year. Talking to your kids about the book they are reading can add an element 

of excitement to the book for them. Ask them about it. You may find yourself wanting to read along too! 

7th Grade - To culminate our research projects, students will be giving persuasive oral presentations using effective 

verbal and non-verbal speaking strategies that we learned about and practiced in class. Next we will travel to        

Yorkshire, England and will study the acclaimed writing of James Herriot, with emphasis on his effective use of       

connotation, bias, characterization, and theme. 

8th Grade - The 8
th
 grade students will be entering into our Opposing Viewpoints Research Unit! This is a challenging 

and exciting time for our students, as they are expected to combine all of the skills they have gained through their     

English Language Arts experience. The 8
th
 graders will choose an arguable topic, research that topic, and generate a 

persuasive speech to share with their classmates. As always, they should also be reading their chosen books at home!  
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The counseling office has been a busy place with the transition from 2nd to 3rd trimester. 
 

 Students are now well into their final trimester of the 2018-2019 school year! Let’s finish strong! 

 All MSMS 7th grade and 8th grade students have completed their Career Cruising lessons with the school     
counselors. The focus for both grade levels is to find careers that may be of interest later in life. It is important to 
start these conversations early, as students select classes, and experience new things.   

 All 6th and 7th grade students should have turned in their course elective preference sheets for next school 
year. Returning this form helps us craft schedules with classes of interest. The sooner the forms are returned, the 
more likely it is to get top elective course picks. 

 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names      

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

2018-19 Destination Imagination 

Region 4 Competition 

March 16, 2019 Results 

  Scientific Challenge:  Medical Mystery 

  Middle Level 

   2nd Place - Silver Medal 

  Middle School: Rebecca Munson Team 

   Alyssa Munson 

   Patrick Stapleton 

   Tayja Williams 

    Elora Lucht 

  Improvisational Challenge:  Heads Up 

  Middle Level 

   1st Place - Gold Medal 

  Middle School:    Aimee Mulder 

   Ford Mulder 

   Asher Crays 

   Cambell Robinson 

   Shelby Haynes 
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