
   

1700 Woodside Road  

Muskegon, MI  49441 

231-759-8506  

www.monashores.net 

News 

Mona Shores  

Middle School  

SAILOR  P.R.I.D.E. 
MSMS Families, 
 
The month of September has closed and we are now moving forward into October.         
September did provide a great start to what I believe is going to be an incredible year. I am 
confident that we are on our way to another year of Sailor Excellence, a year in which we 
focus on being our best selves and giving our best effort in every situation!   
 
This month (October), we will focus on the character trait of ENGAGEMENT! Engagement 
can be defined as choosing to “participate or become involved in.” We will  challenge our 
students throughout the month to be engaged in their learning, engaged in their school,  
engaged in their relationships, and engaged in making their three years at MSMS the 
best they can possibly be.  In order for us to all grow and become better as learners and 
people, engagement is essential. Our desire and hope is that our students move through 
school, through life, with focus, purpose, and intentionality. I believe that in order for them to 
fully experience every nuance that life has to offer, they must be reminded, encouraged, and 
challenged to stay engaged in every moment and in every situation.  
 
As we head through October, please take the time to have intentional conversations with 
your students regarding engagement. Talk to them about what it looks like, sounds like, and 
feels like in different settings and situations, in different relationships and encounters.      
Together, we can have a greater impact on our students.   
 
There are a number of reminders this week - a couple are below, and the rest are on page 4. 
Please take a few moments to read through them. 

 STUDENT COUNT DAY -- Please make every effort for your students to be in school 
on Wednesday, October 2.  The official student count is vitally important for us as a 
school and as a district! This count day period is what the state looks at for 90% of our 
per pupil funding. 

 POWERSCHOOL EMERGENCY &  DEMOGRAPHICS UPDATES -- We NEED you to 

update your demographics in PowerSchool, review the handbook, sign the AUA, and 
update all emergency contact information. Failure to do this could mean that your     
student loses technology privileges OR that we do not have accurate information in 
case of an emergency. Even if there are no changes, we need documentation that you 
have accessed your account - for the safety of your child and for communication, it is 
extremely important that you take this step.  If you need help setting up an account, 
please contact the office. 

 
Have a great week...be ENGAGED...show PRIDE! 
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 

Email  | ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR 
 

COUNT DAY 

Oct. 2nd (Wed.) 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Oct. 2nd (Wed.) & Oct. 16th (Wed.) 
 
SPIRIT WEEK 
Oct. 7th (Mon.) - Oct. 11th (Fri.) 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Oct. 9th  (Wed.) 
Oct. 23rd (Wed.) 
Oct. 24th (Thur.) 
Oct. 30th (Wed.) 
 
HOMECOMING/MSMS PEP ASSEMBLY 
 
Oct. 11th (Fri.)  
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES 

Oct. 12th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am  

Oct. 26th (Sat.) 9:00am - 10:00am 
 
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 
Oct. 16th (Wed.) - Oct. 25th (Fri.) 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 
Oct. 17th (Thur.) 2:55pm - 3:45pm 
Oct. 21st (Mon.) 2:55pm - 3:45pm 
 
BOOK FAIR @ MSMS LIBRARY 
Oct. 21st (Mon.) - Oct. 28th (Mon.) 
 
7/8TH CHOIR FALL CONCERT REHEARSAL 

Oct. 23rd (Wed.)  2:50pm - 4:00pm 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Oct. 23th (Wed.) 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
Oct. 24th (Thur.) 7:30am - 9:30am &  
Oct. 24th (Thur.) 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
 
7TH/8TH GR. FALL BAND CONCERT  
Oct. 24th (Thur.) 7:00pm @ MSHS Gym 
 
7/8TH GR. FALL CHOIR CONCERT 
Oct. 24th (Thur.)  7:00pm - 8:30pm 
 
HALF-DAY - DISMISSAL @ 11:00 AM 
Oct. 25th (Fri.)  
 
MSBOA ALL-STATE AUDITIONS @ H.S. 
Oct. 26th (Sat.) - Oct. 27th (Sun.) 
 
ORCHESTRA FALL CONCERT 
Oct. 29th (Mon.) 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

 October 2019 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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Norton Shores Youth Hockey at L.C. Walker Arena 

Leagues for K - 12
th

 grade players.  Season begins late-October and goes through late-March.   

Contact Norton Shores Parks & Recreation Dept. at 231-799-6802; suev@nortonshores.org  

or go to www.nortonshoresparks.org for registration information.  

The school year is off to a great start.  During September, the counselors, Mrs. Opiela and Mrs. Butterfield,  were 

busy finalizing schedules and meeting with students.  This month, they will make their way into classrooms to make 

more formal introductions and inform students about what the counseling office is all about: supporting students    

academically, personally, and socially.  As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs.    

Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z. Stop in and say “hi!”.  They look forward to seeing you!   

mailto:suev@nortonshores.org
http://www.nortonshoresparks.org/
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8th Grade ELA: We will complete our first two formal writings. One will be related to "Flowers For Algernon"  or 

a novel of their choice; the second will be on the topic of a Single Story. We will continue to promote independent    

reading - all students should have an independent reading novel with them at all times. We will also weave in some 

grammar and vocabulary lessons.  

7th Grade ELA: We have launched into great literary units with short stories featuring themes of friendship and 

loyalty. We will practice reading strategies of making predictions, inferencing, and using context clues, as well as       

analyze elements of plot and special techniques such as mood, characterization, and action. As writers, seventh graders 

will learn about different sentence fluency techniques and will write a personal narrative on the theme of “Taking a Risk”. 

This piece will include strong leads, action, effective word choice, developing the heart of the story, and a reflective   

conclusion. Students also have an independent reading book of their choice. We will be doing Feature Fridays,        

highlighting great authors, new books, and certain genres, and kids will also have opening minutes most days to read 

and enjoy their books. 

6th Grade ELA: Fall Greetings Sailor Families! The Titanic has set sail, and we are continuing to explore 

through the eyes and stories of the passengers that were aboard. Each student gets to write a story from the             

perspective of a passenger. They have researched the fate of that passenger and will share their story. This week,       

students will take a reading test over the skills we have taught, including context clues, making inferences, and main 

ideas.  

At the end of the month, we will also be delving into an inspiring and humorous literature journey with Kenny Watson in 

the historical fiction, “The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963”. Throughout the novel study, we will be making             

connections with coming of age friendships, bullying, and prejudice topics linked to the Civil Rights Movement. The 

grammar focus for this unit will be pronouns, linking verbs, helping verbs, and using direct quotes. Additionally, students 

will evolve as writers using the following literary devices: alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia, exaggeration,    

metaphor, and simile.  

Friendly reminder, there are several tools to help keep you informed of your child’s success, such as the parent portal, 

having your student login Google Classroom, and as always feel free to reach out with any concerns or questions. 

Seventh grade social studies students learn to think like a historian by putting limited pieces  of the puzzle   

together and using the evidence to make theories about the full picture.   
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Electives Department Highlights: 
 

 Mrs. Helsen’s Art students are working through the elements and principles of design before they engage in art 
competitions in the Winter & Spring. 

 Mr. Latz’s and Mr. Wahlberg’s students are busy in the Industrial Arts Area, while Señora Schiller’s Spanish     
students are learning about the value of learning a second language. Additionally, Spanish 1 has a new curriculum this 
year, which includes a digital textbook that students can use at home! 

 Mr. Whalen’s Tech Ventures 6.0 students are rigorously engaged; investigating how the innovative technology 
development of Cloud Computing is relevant and allows remote connection to entertainment, social, and school     
relationships on a variety of devices. 

 Ms. Hansen’s Tech Ventures 7.0 class has explored their learning style & online readiness as well as e-commerce 
and consumer awareness, while her STEM students are exploring the Engineering Design Process while they try to 
solve the ‘Plastic Problem.’ 

 Mr. Volkmann’s 7th grade Health class will be starting their Alcohol/Nicotine/Drugs Unit in late September,        
followed by a Mental/Emotional Health Unit.   

 Our Performing Arts classes are off to a great start, preparing for the first big performances of the year. A few  
noteworthy concerts coming up will be the Orchestra’s Fall Concert on October 29, the 6th Grade Band’s Premier  
Performance on Nov. 14th, the 7th & 8th Grade Bands’ Fall Concert shared with the MSHS Marching Band on Oct. 
24th, the 7th & 8th Grade Fall Choir Concert will be coming up on Oct. 24th, and the 6th Grade Choir members      
performance will be on Nov. 21st.  

 **In the MSMS PE area, Mrs. Hawes’ students are working on their tennis unit, while her Wellness Class students 
are learning about making wise decisions with money.  Additionally, Ms. Van Swol, our new PE teacher feels that, “It’s 
been awesome to see all of the effort, encouragement, and the positive climate that the students are helping to cre-
ate.”--Glad to have you on board Ms. Van Swol and glad to see that Mr. Facchini is on board in our PE area, as well! 

 NEW STUDENT MEETINGS -- Beginning this month, I will again be meeting one-on-one with all of the new   
students to Mona Shores Middle School. I look forward to connecting, listening, and learning from our newest 
Sailors! 

 FACEBOOK, TWITTER, and INSTAGRAM -- You can follow MSMS on all three Social Media outlets 
(msms_sailors). We will continue to use these to send updates, reminders, and to share all of the great things     
happening at MSMS. 

 DID YOU KNOW! -- When it comes to cell phones and inappropriate, sexual in nature, or nude pictures that   
students may take, it is a CRIMINAL act! Did you know that taking a picture and having it on your phone is      
actually 3 different felonies that could result in jail/prison time?  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE have conversations 
with your child about making good choices if they have a cell phone and/or social media. Here is a great         
resource: https://protectyoungeyes.com/. 
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