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Sailor Families, 
 
What a phenomenal week at MSMS!  Halloween was a success, our athletic teams were 
successful, our music programs shined, and the teaching and learning continued at high 
levels!  Truly, it was a great week! Concluding the month of October (Engagement), and 
now moving into November (Gratitude), I anticipate this to be another outstanding month 
for our students and our staff.   
 
Gratitude is defined as “the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for 
and to return kindness.” This month, we will build on and remind our students what it is 
to be grateful, to show gratitude. Often, gratitude comes out when we truly shift our focus 
to all of the positives that we have in life; our eyes need to be opened to see all that 
we’ve been blessed with. Since the start of the new school year, many conversations 
with teachers and staff members have fed into a discussion of gratitude...how grateful 
we are to be at MSMS...how grateful we are to work with such phenomenal students… 
how grateful we are to come to school every day and do what we are passionate 
about...how grateful we are to team with such wonderful parents. Please allow me to 
send all of you our gratitude, on behalf of our entire staff. Thank you for allowing us to 
work with your children every single day; we are truly grateful for the opportunity! 
 
Here are a couple of reminders.  Please take a moment to read through them: 
 

 1st HOUR ATTENDANCE -- Be sure that, if you are dropping your child off or if they 

walk, you leave with enough time for your student to get into the building, to their 
locker and to class on time. Those of you that drop off, know that over 350 cars 
come in-and-out of our parking lot every morning between 7:15 and 7:40, but that 
you can get in and out in under 3 minutes. Please plan accordingly. Remember, 
missing only two minutes every day, is equivalent to nearly two weeks in that class. 
This can dramatically impact your child’s learning!  

 CHANGING WEATHER -- With the weather changing, please be sure that your  

students are dressing appropriately.  Doors will be opening at 7:30, unless it is   
raining. Students are then asked, by 2:50, to exit the building, unless they are with a 
teacher, coach, or designated location.  Again, we will monitor inclement weather 
and adjust as needed. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful week.   
 
With SAILOR PRIDE, 
 
Doug Ammeraal  | Principal 
Email  |  ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR 
 
 

LATE START DATES (9:40am) 

Nov. 6th  (Wed.) 

Nov. 13th (Wed.) 

Nov. 20th (Wed.) 
 

MIDDLE FIDDLES 

Nov. 9th (Sat.)  9:00am - 10:00am 

Nov. 16th (Sat.)  9:00am - 10:00am 
 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

Nov. 9th (Sat.)  8:00am - 11:00am 

Nov. 23rd (Sat.)  8:00am - 11:00am 
 

6TH GR. BAND PREMIERE CONCERT 

Nov. 14th (Thur.)  12:05pm - 1:05pm 
 

6TH GR. CHOIR CONCERT 

Nov. 21st (Thur.)  10:00am & 12:45pm 
 

END OF 1ST TRI 

Nov. 22nd (Fri.) 
 

FIDDLE FESTIVAL @ MS HIGH SCHOOL 

Nov. 23rd  (Sat.)  7:00 pm - 9:00pm 
 

2ND TRI BEGINS 

Nov. 25th  (Mon.)  
 

HALF-DAY - DISMISSAL @ 11:00 AM 

Nov. 27th (Wed.)  
 

NO LATE START (7:40am) 

Nov. 27th (Wed.) 
 

THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 28th (Thur.) - Nov. 29th (Fri.) 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 
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September Students of the Month - PRIDE 

Congratulations to the following students on being honored as our Students of the Month for September: 

From Left to Right: Mario Curiel, Lydia Ogle, Lia Baldwin, Vaire VanderWalle, Brianna Tisch, and Aidan Kreps 
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6th Grade ELA: Greetings Sailor Families! Throughout November, we will continue our literature journey with 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963; students will replicate the author’s style with figurative language. Additionally, 

students will master the elements of a story and analyze the growth of characters throughout the novel. Students will 

face the trials and triumphs of the Civil Rights Movement alongside the Watson family. Grammatically, we will         

emphasize citing direct quotes, which is critically tied to our upcoming research unit.  

Friendly reminder: there are several tools to help keep you informed of your child’s success, such as parent portal, 

having your student login to Google Classroom, and as always feel free to reach out with any concerns or questions. 

7th Grade ELA: Through a variety of quick-writes and hands-on activities, 7th grade ELA students are learning to 

add more fluency to their writing. Kids can create compound and complex sentences as well as sentences including 

prepositional phrases, participial phrases, appositives, etc. We've also learned how to create a sense of "mood" in 

writing to set the scene for our readers. To connect with “mood”, our literature studies this month include poetry by 

Alfred Noyes and Edgar Allan Poe. 

8th Grade ELA: 8th grade will continue to encourage independent reading. Students should always have a 

book to read and should bring it with them every day. Additionally, we will start our first in-class novel study of S.E. 

Hinton's The Outsiders. Students will also be preparing for the high school placement test, which they'll take in       

December.  

Last month, your counselors were in 7th grade Tech Ventures classes to introduce Xello, a program designed for the 
exploration of different career options. Students took an interest inventory assessment inside the program called the 
Matchmaker. The outcome of this assessment provides each student with careers that align with his/her interests. 
This assessment will be revisited each year in career exploration. If your 7th grade student is not in Tech Ventures 
this trimester, he/she will participate in this activity in a coming trimester.   
 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names    

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

6th Grade Math 

Hi Parents and Guardians! Sixth-grade math just finished the Rogue Runner Mystery Packet.  Over the next month, 

we will be exploring Chapter 3 dealing with adding, subtracting, multiplication, and division of decimal numbers. 

Please continue to practice multiplication facts at home, as well as exploring real-life connections with decimal      

applications. 
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Some updates from the MSMS Electives Department:  

 With the successful completion of their “How Can I Keep From Singing?” Fall Concert, the 7th and 8th Grade 
Choirs move into their Winter Holiday Music, in preparation for December 19th’s “Harmony for the Holidays”    
concert.  The 6th Grade Choirs continue working towards their Trimester 1 Showcase concerts, at the end of 
the trimester. 

 Mrs. Helsen’s Art students are working on the NICO poster competition, that will take place at the GRAM in 
March.  

 Señora Schiller’s Spanish classes will be learning about the holiday, Dia de Los Muertos, and how it is           
celebrated in Mexico as well as the United States.  

 Mr. Whalen’s Technology classes are creating digital media, and then using these skills to further their learning 
in core and art classes. 

 Mrs. Hawes’ PE/Health classes are starting their football games, and will wrap up the trimester with a volleyball 
unit. The Wellness class is researching possible career pursuits, and creating a project that displays their      
findings.  

 Mrs. Hansen’s STEM classes welcomed Emily Umstead, race director of the Foreshore Adventure Run 5K, to 
share how obstacle course races are built, managed, and reinvented before students created their own obstacle 
race courses. Next students will create a pinball machine using cardboard boxes!  

 Mr. Volkmann’s 7th graders will be starting the abstinence-based reproductive unit.   

 Ms. Van Swol’s Sports Skills just participated in a variety of workouts and explored their benefits. Coming up, 
they will start Volleyball and head toward a Volleyball Championship Tournament! 
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We know it can be hard to decide whether to keep your child at home or send them to school, especially 

when you are worried about their attendance.  We have put this together to help you navigate through your 

decision making process. 

From the Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Services and the Michigan Dept. of Education: 

 FEVER:  A child has a fever of 100.4* F taken by mouth, or 99.4* taken under the arm.  The child should 

not return until 24 hours of no fever, without the use of fever-reducing medications. 

 DIARRHEA:  A child has two loose or watery stools, even if there are no other signs of illness.  The child 

should have no loose stools for 24 hours prior to returning to school. Exception: A healthcare provider 

has determined it is not infectious.  

 VOMITING:  A child should have no vomiting episodes for 24 hours prior to returning to school.             

Exception:  A healthcare provider has determined it is not infectious. 

 RASH:  A child develops a rash and has a fever or change in behavior.  The child should be rash and fever 

free.  Evaluated and released by a healthcare provider. 

 LICE:  A child has lice or nits.  The child must be free from all lice and nits before returning to school or 

riding a school bus. The child will check into the school office before returning to class. 

STUDENT ILLNESS INFOMATION 

**This is not an exhaustive list.  Contact the office or your healthcare provider with questions beyond this information.** 


