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Mona Shores Families, 
 
While we continue to long for the sunshine and warmer temperatures, April has left and May 
is here. Traditionally, this month challenges our students to remain focused, continue to 
make positive choices, and to finish the year off strong...academically, behaviorally, and 
socially. It is a time when the weather really improves, students are outside more, and the 
days get longer. I am confident, with encouragement, support, and structure, that our     
students will continue to be successful and have a phenomenal end to the school year! 
 
Throughout the month of May, we will focus on the character trait of INTEGRITY! Integrity 
can be defined as “the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral 
uprightness.”  We will be focused on challenging our students to make the right choices and 
to do what’s right all through the month. Our goal is that our students will hold themselves to 
high moral and ethical standards, even when it is hard to do so, and taking ownership when 
they don’t quite meet those standards. C.S. Lewis says, “Integrity is doing the right thing, 
even when no one is watching.”  I believe this is a challenge for all of us, not just our      
students. As we head through May, please take the time to have intentional conversations 
with your students regarding integrity, recognize them when they make the right choices, 
and encourage them to demonstrate integrity, even when it is tough to do so. 
 

 M-STEP -- Please know that regardless of the test name or time of year, we will 

continue our focus on high quality instruction, literacy, depth of knowledge 
questioning, critical thinking, and technology enhancement within all of our   
lessons; we will continue to encourage our students to give their best effort! 8th 
grade is complete!! 7th grade will begin this week. 6th grade will be coming up. I am 
confident that it will continue to go smoothly and we will be back to classroom          
instruction and thinking in no time.    

 STUDENTS THAT WALK TO CAMPBELL -- We have communicated with and are 

asking students to wait at one of the three bleacher areas around Del Mar field until 
Campbell students are released from school (3:30pm). This will significantly reduce the 
number of distractions to teaching and learning. If you have any questions, please  
contact an administrator at MSMS. 

 
I hope that you all will have a great month and are able to talk about integrity with your   
students! Continue to positively encourage your students, support them, and communicate 
with their teachers when you need help, clarification, or simply an update on their progress 

towards success.   
 
#FinishStrong 
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 

CALENDAR 
 

MINI POPS AUDITIONS 

May 1st (Wed.)  
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

May 1st (Wed.)  8:00am - 9:00am 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 

May 1st (Wed.) 

May 15th (Wed.) 

May 29th (Wed.) 
 
6th- 8th GR. BAND SPRING CONCERT  

May 2nd (Thur.)  7:30pm @ H.S. 
 
SAILOR CELEBRATION 

May 3rd (Fri.)  5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

May 6th (Mon.) - May 10th (Fri.) 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 

May 8th (Wed.) 

May 22nd (Wed.) 
  
MSMS ORCHESTRA SPRING CONCERT   
May 21st (Tues.)  7:00pm - 8:30pm   
MARCHING BAND REHEARSAL 7th-8th   

May 22nd (Wed.)  6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 
6th GR. SCIENCE CAMP  

May 22nd (Wed.) - May 24th (Fri.) 
 
RAIN DATE: 7th & 8th  BAND REHEARSAL  

May 23rd (Thur.)  6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 
8th GR. ORCHESTRA SPRING TRIP 

May 23rd (Thur.)  8:30am - 2:00pm 
 
CHOIR MINI-POPS CONCERT @ H.S. 

May 23rd (Thur.)  7:30pm 

7TH GR. PRIDE DAY 

May 24th (Fri.)  
 
MEMORIAL DAY - NO SCHOOL 

May 27th (Mon.) 
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                       BOX TOPS  

The science department is collecting Box Tops for Education.  

Please have your student give their box tops to their science teacher 

to be entered into a contest.   

Rewards are as follows:                                                            

10=one ticket into drawing for pizza party. 

100=candy bar (+10 tickets into pizza party drawing)             

500=$10 gift card to Cinema Carousel Theater (+5 candy bars and 

50 tickets into pizza party drawing). 

 Tickets accumulate throughout the year so you have until the end of 

the year to collect 500.  If you ask neighbors, grandparents, and   

other relatives to collect them for you, you will have no trouble      

collecting 500!  

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

7th-8th GR. BAND MARCHES IN  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

May 27th (Mon.)  8:15am @ Social  

Security Parking Lot on Morris St. 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. PARENT MEETING 

May 29th (Wed.)  6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 
6th GR. CHOIR CONCERT 

May 30th (Thur.)  10:00am; 12:45pm 
 
8TH GR. CAREER DAY 

May 30th (Thur.) 
 
BON VOYAGE 8TH GR. DANCE 

May 31st (Fri.)  6:00pm - 8:00pm 
 

6th Grade ELA: With the final class novel of the year underway, 6th grade students are really focusing on 

theme and characterization, as well as putting all our knowledge of reading and writing skills from the year to good 

use. We have written (or will be finishing) an opinion paper, and will have many opportunities to discuss and write 

about our thoughts and ideas surrounding the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the Japanese Internment. This story takes 

us into the lives of a young Japanese American boy living in Hawaii at the time when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. We 

will look at how friendships and family relationships grow and change throughout difficult times. We will pay close    

attention to how these relationships also help these characters navigate this difficult time. Reading this novel will help 

us learn many valuable life lessons!  

7th Grade ELA: We're headed to the Klondike with our final and most dynamic literature study of the year! 

While reading The Call of the Wild, students will learn about the historical setting of the Yukon Gold Rush and analyze 

Jack London's effective use of characterization, theme, and symbolism. We will also learn about how he uses        

foreshadowing to add suspense and irony for drama. Our unit ends with an argumentative essay defending why the 

novel is a classic.  

8th Grade ELA: May is an exciting month in Language Arts for our 8th grade students! They are in the middle 

of researching the hot button issue of their choosing, and will begin compiling that information soon. This will all lead to 

their major professional speech persuading classmates to see their viewpoint on a topic. This research utilizes all they 

have learned as Language Arts students, and will be an amazing way to finish out May. As always, students should be 

reading for twenty minutes a night at home! All books checked out from the classroom libraries are due back by May 

25th; please remind students to check for any books that have been left at home.  

Mandatory Student/Parent Meeting 

8th Grade Washington DC Trip Participants  

Wednesday, May 29th, 6:30 - 7:30 PM 

MSMS Auditorium  
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MSMS 8th grade students will travel to the Career Tech Center, for a Career Day, on Thursday, May 30. Students 
will have the opportunity to learn more about the Muskegon Promise, and will spend time listening to speakers from 
different career paths.  Each student will be assigned to different speakers based on the results of their Career  
Cruising matchmaker assessments that they completed earlier in the year. 
 
This past month has been full of preparing for transitions.  Each elementary building visited our middle school to 
learn more about being a middle school student and tour the building.  Many 8th grade students lead these tours. 8th 
grade students toured the high school, as well. 
 
As a reminder, if any 6th or 7th grader has not turned in their course elective sheet for next year, please get this into 
the counseling office ASAP.  The counselors have begun working on schedules for next year. 
 

As always, Mrs. Opiela works with students last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z.  

Stop in and say “hi!”.  They look forward to seeing you! 

Many of our middle school performing arts students recently had another phenomenal performance, in this year’s 

presentation of the Sound of Shores Collage concert, on April 9th; another milestone for our 4 time NAMM Best   

Communities for Music Education students in Band, Orchestra, and Choir. Mr. Latz’s students continue to do some 

beautiful work in our wood shop, while Mrs. Helsen’s Art students are participating in the annual NICO art Competion.  

Mrs. Hawes is back in action at MSMS and is starting a Team Handball unit followed by some tumbling! Additionally, 

her Wellness students are completing their Leadership in Your Life Project and will enjoy an Easter Feast, by making 

dishes from around the world. Señora Schiller’s Spanish 1 is working on music video projects, where the students are 

creating a music video for an authentic Spanish song. Mr. Check’s 7th Grade Tech class is learning about online  

music streaming sites and apps, while Mr. Whalen’s Tech Ventures 6.0 students have started the new trimester by 

creating a series of drawings using Google Drawing. Mr. Beson is excited to get outside and start tennis, ultimate 

frisbee, and disc golf units. And, Mr. Volkmann’s 7th grade health classes are finishing up the Nutrition unit and   

starting the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Drug unit. A big THANK YOU to Ms. Hansen for her work in providing another 

successful Book Fair this year!   

Any 8th grade boy who is interested in playing high school soccer in the fall,                                                  

please attend a meeting, with your parent,                                                                                   

on Tuesday, May 14th at 6:30 pm                                                                                                                           

in the high school media center.  
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