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Middle School Parents, 
 
What an outstanding weekend!  Not only were we able to exhale and spend time with family 
and/or friends, but it was also a weekend to celebrate our school, our community, and    
history!  Our football team won its first ever MHSSA State Championship!  Watching this 
team throughout the season, they truly demonstrated Sailor PRIDE and GRIT as they took 
home a 35-26 win over Detroit Martin Luther King.  Congrats to our coaches, players,  
cheerleaders, and community!! 
 
Now moving into December, it’s hard to believe that we have finished the first three months 
of the school year and are looking towards the final three weeks before Christmas break! 
The first third of the school year has really been outstanding!  In classrooms, teaching and 
learning has been exceptional - high levels of engagement, high expectations, and an    
intentional focus on learning.  Discipline referrals remain lower than last year and most   
students continue to make positive choices.  We have intentionally  focused on building 
ownership, integrity, and gratitude with our students.  Now, we finish 2019 off strong! 
 
As we kickoff a new month, we will begin to focus on service with our students. Our       
challenge to the students of MSMS will be to think outside of themselves, to do something 
positive for someone else.  We have students with big hearts, who care about others; I   
believe this is naturally inside of us all.  Throughout the month, we will remind our students 
and challenge them to serve others.  It is in serving others that we reach our fullest potential 
and can impact the life of someone else.  I believe Martin Luther King Jr. says it perfectly, 
“Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve.  You don’t have to have a college 
degree to serve.  You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.  You only 
need a heart full of grace.  A soul generated by love.”  As we begin a new month, one that 
lends itself to giving and service, we will remind, teach, and inspire this within our students. 
Please do the same at home, talking about and recognizing  service within your family, 
friends, and society. 

CALENDAR 
 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

Dec. 3rd (Tues.) - Dec. 12th (Thur.) 
 

NO LATE START (7:40) 

Dec. 4th (Wed.)  
 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

Dec. 7th (Sat.)  8:00am - 11:00am 

Dec. 14th (Sat.)  8:00am - 11:00am 
 

7TH/8TH GR. BAND HOLIDAY CONCERT  

Dec. 10th (Tues.)  7:30pm - 8:30pm @ H.S.  
 

LATE START DATES (9:40am) 

Dec. 11th (Wed.) 

Dec. 18th (Wed.) 
 
MS & HS ORCHESTRA CONCERT  
Dec. 11th (Wed.) 7:00pm - 8:30pm @ H.S.  
 
MSMS COLLAGE CONCERTS 
Dec. 13th (Fri.)  -  3rd & 5th Hours 
 

7/8TH GR. CHOIR DRESS REHEARSAL 

Dec. 18th (Wed.) 2:50pm - 4:00pm  
 

7TH/8TH GR. CHOIR CONCERT  

Dec. 19th (Thur.) 7:00pm - 8:30pm  
 

HOLIDAY BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

Dec. 23rd (Mon.) - Jan. 5th (Sun.) 

December 2019 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

Have a great start to the new month, a month focused on service.  Please continue to encourage your students, support them and 
communicate with their teachers when you need help, clarification, or simply an update on their progress towards success.   
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 

 TOYS FOR TOTS --  As we focus on service this month at the middle school,    
students will have an opportunity to serve our community through our annual Toys for 
Tots campaign.  New, unwrapped toys may be sent with your students between  

Tuesday, December 3rd - Thursday, December 12th.  For each toy that a student donates, they will be entered for a chance to   
attend a pizza/movie party before Winter Break.  All donations will be turned in to first hour teachers.  If you are unable to purchase 
a new toy, monetary donations are appreciated!  Our goal this year is to bring in 500 toys!  We appreciate your support of our   
Mona Shores families and in providing gifts for the holiday season!  
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October Students of the Month - PRIDE 

Congratulations to the following students on being honored as our Students of the Month for October: 

From Left to Right: Eric Cotner, Adam Flenar, Koen Holman, Shaylie Ohlman, SaMari York, and Taylor Byers 
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6th Grade ELA: In December, we will continue to become part of the Watson family as they take us through 

their journey of laughter, hardships, and heartbreak. The Weird Watsons will embark on the journey of their lives, as 

they road-trip down to Grandma’s house in Birmingham, Alabama, during a dark time in our United States history.    

Students will continue to become a part of the family through character development and family meetings. During these 

family meetings, students engage in discussions about themes they are learning in the book and about how and why 

the characters develop and change.   

7th Grade ELA: For seventh grade language arts students, December brings an engaging literature study of 

Dickens' classic: A Christmas Carol. Students will practice a variety of reading strategies and will have a character's role 

to play, making the drama come to life! Understanding the author's use of symbolism, characterization, and theme will 

be at the heart of this literature study.  

8th Grade ELA: 8th graders will be wrapping up The Outsiders 

unit with an argumentative essay. They will also be completing their 

first book project and taking the high school placement test. As a 

reminder, students should be reading for an average of twenty 

minutes a night so they can finish ten books this school year!  

8th Grade Social Studies will continue learning about our nation's beginnings, specifically the presidencies of 

George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. Students will also complete a DBQ (document based 

question) essay, in which they will analyze primary and secondary sources in order to find evidence to support their 

claims.  

 

Students just finished the integers chapter, where they learned how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and 

negative integers. We will now head into the month of December, applying our knowledge of integers into learning 

how to solve real world math problems using algebraic expressions.  Our 7th grade math staff want to wish all of our 

students and families a wonderful holiday season!  
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It’s been a busy month in the counseling office. Here are a couple highlights… 

 MSMS students have smoothly transitioned into the new trimester. 

 All students have been challenged to focus on service and being of service to others. Random acts of kindness             
can go a long way!  

 Mrs. Opiela and Mrs. Butterfield have been busy sifting through the results of the counseling survey, learning how 
to best support each student.  

 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names     

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!”. They look forward to seeing you! 

You asked, We Listened!! Coming on the December Menu: More vegetarian options, more ethnic options, more 

variety, and a STIR FRY BAR the first week in December! We will also be introducing a "Flavor Station", that    

includes several different seasoning flavors students can add to their meals!! If any students have any specific 

food needs (gluten allergies, dairy allergies, etc.), please contact Heather Allen in the Middle School Kitchen.   

 LMC News  

Thank you to all the students and families who shopped at our Fall Book Fair! We had a lot of fun 

with the theme “Arctic Expedition”, and the students enjoyed a variety of contests to raise money 

for All For Books. Most importantly, many students purchased new books that they were interested 

in reading. A big THANK YOU goes out to the following parents who volunteered their time to set 

up and take down the Fair: Lindsay Carr, Jennifer Hillman, Jennifer Byers, and Amanda Shunta.  

Did you know you can purchase books from Scholastic all year long -- and help our school? All  

orders over $25 ship free to your home. Click here to check out the Scholastic Store. 

 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/monashoresmiddleschool1

