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MSMS Families, 
 
As we conclude the month of January, I am grateful for such an outstanding start to 2020 at 
MSMS! Our teachers continue to deliver meaningful and engaging lessons to our students, 
challenging them to reach their personal best in every situation. Our students continue to 
achieve high levels of academic and behavioral success. I am proud of both of their efforts! 
There is such value in a shared commitment, at school and at home, to being the absolute 
best that we can be, every day, in every situation.  We are truly striving to build the highest 
level of character and success within each of our students and in ourselves! 
 
Moving into February, MSMS will be focused on compassion.  While there are many       
different definitions of compassion, the one that jumps out to me is, “sympathetic pity and 
concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others, consciousness of others' distress       
together with a desire to alleviate it..”  As we move into our Month of Caring at MSMS, we 
challenge and remind our students, and ourselves, what it means to feel concern and     
empathy for others...for the situations, circumstances, experiences, and challenges that they 
are faced with. At Mona Shores Middle School, we want our students to not only recognize 
this, but to truly feel that sense of compassion and to take action to alleviate or support. I 

believe this quote captures that sense of compassion, “Learn to love without condition. Talk 
without bad intention. Give without any reason. And most of all, care for people    
without any expectations.”  As our students move through the month of February, our 
Month of Caring, please have conversations at home about what it looks like, sounds like, 
and feels like to be a compassionate, caring individual, encouraging them to positively    

impact their school, community, and world with a spirit of compassion.   

Here is a quick reminder for the remainder of the school year: 
 

 WATER BOTTLES & DRINKS -- Please know that drinks (coffee, cappuccino, energy 

drinks, etc.) are NOT ALLOWED in the hallways or lockers.  Students will be asked to 
finish it (in the morning) in the cafeteria or to throw it away. Additionally, if they would 
like to drink water during the day, they must have a clear water bottle and no added 
flavoring.  We want to support their hydration for learning but need to have perimeters 
within the building. Thank you for supporting us in this. 

 
I am encouraged by the partnership between MSMS, our parents, and community as we 
continue our focus on academic success, high quality character, and serving others. I hope 
you all have a wonderful month of February. 
 
Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 
Email  | ammeraad@monashores.net  

CALENDAR 
 

 
8TH GR. BAND FESTIVAL WOODWINDS 
Feb. 4th (Tues.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
 
LATE START DATES (9:40am) 
Feb. 5th (Wed.) 
Feb. 19th (Wed.) 
Feb. 26th  (Wed.) 
 
SKI CLUB DATES (CANNONSBURG) 
Feb. 5th (Wed.)  
Feb. 12th (Wed.) 
Feb. 19th (Wed.) - Make-Up Date 
 
MSMS PLAY - “GUYS & DOLLS” @ H.S. 

Feb. 6th (Thur.) - Feb.  8th (Sat.)  7:00pm 

 
SATURDAY SCHOOL (8:00am - 11:00am) 
Feb. 8th  (Sat.) 
Feb. 22nd (Sat.) 
Feb. 29th (Sat.) 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Feb. 10th (Mon.)  3:00pm - 4:00pm 
Feb. 19th (Wed.)  8:00am - 9:00am 
 
6TH GR. ORCHESTRA SOLO FESTIVAL 
Feb. 11th (Tues.)  5:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
8TH GR. BAND FESTIVAL PERCUSSION 
Feb. 11th (Tues.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
Feb. 18th (Tues.)  2:55pm - 3:55pm 
 
NO LATE START (7:40am) 
Feb. 12th (Wed.) 
 
COUNT DAY 

Feb. 12th (Wed.) 

 
HALF-DAY (DISMISSAL @ 11 AM) 
Feb. 13th (Thur.)  
 
MID-WINTER BREAK - NO SCHOOL 
Feb. 14th (Fri.) - Feb. 17th (Mon.) 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND REHEARSAL 
Feb. 20th (Thur.)  2:55pm - 3:40pm 
Feb. 24th (Mon.)  2:55 pm - 3:40pm 
 
 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE — 

  February 2020 

SAILOR P.R.I.D.E. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILTY 

RESPECT 

INTEGRITY 

DISCIPLINED 

ENGAGEMENT 

Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consciousness
mailto:ammeraad@monashores.net
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CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 
MIDDLE FIDDLES  (9:00am - 10:00am)  
Feb. 22nd (Sat.)  
Feb. 29th (Sat.)   
 
8TH GR. SCHEDULING ASSEMBLY 
Feb. 24th (Mon.)  8:50am 
 
8TH GR. PARENT NIGHT @ H.S. 
Feb. 24th (Mon.)  7:00pm 
 
7TH/8TH GR. BAND CONCERT 
Feb. 25th (Tues.)  7:30pm 
 
MSBOA ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL 
Feb. 26th (Wed.)  
 
NO SCHOOL - STAFF IN-SERVICE 
Feb. 28th (Fri.)   

The counseling office has been a busy place this month! Here is a recap of the happenings… 
 

 All 8th grade students completed their Career lesson.  As 8th graders, students explore careers based on        
interests, but also begin to consider how different skill sets impact career interests and possibilities.  

 Month of Caring begins in February and we will begin our focus on compassion! What are different ways you can 
show kindness and compassion for others?   

 The counselors will continue meeting with students to support them in their success as the school year            
progresses, both socially and academically.  

 

As a reminder, Mrs. Opiela works with student last names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names     

L-Z.  Stop in and say “hi!” They look forward to seeing you! 

6th Grade Science:  The Rube Goldberg Project (or alternate science investigation) is due the week of       

February 24-28.  We will begin a unit called Populations and Ecosystems in March.  

7th Grade Science:  Students are continuing to work within our FOSS Pilot unit. Students are highly engaged 

with learning about kinetic energy and how it impacts the matter around us.  

8th Grade Science:  Students are working through our Earth Science unit. Studying weathering, erosion,      

deposition, and different types of rocks.  
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6th Grade Math: The 6th grade students are starting to learn about Algebra! We will be learning about variables 

and expressions, along with solving equations and inequalities. Please review these concepts at home and look for 

our weekly emails.  

7th Grade ELA: 7th grade ELA students will be kicking off February with a review of powerful word choices, 

specifically with how to use descriptive adjectives. The Hershey Kiss Descriptive Writing will culminate our unit, and 

then we will be reading two dramatic short stories by contemporary authors, Walter Dean Myers and Amy Tan. Both 

selections have adolescent main characters and common themes of family honor. Students will evaluate the author’s 

craft and make personal connections to the pieces.  

8th Grade ELA: In February, the 8
th
 grade students will enter our most challenging, exciting, and 

thought provoking text of the year, To Kill a Mockingbird. Throughout the year, we have discussed 

the high level of maturity needed for this novel, and we are excited to see that our 8
th
 graders are 

ready to delve into this classic text.  

6th Grade ELA: We have kicked off our Battle of the Books which will run through the end of March. It's a 

fun way to keep kids engaged. They have the opportunity to read from 2 - 16 books of our "Sweet 16 Selection". 

They will be filling out March Madness brackets to see which book becomes the champion! More to come as we get 

closer to March. 

We are also starting an exciting new research project in 6th grade ELA. Each student got to choose a piece of 

“Notorious News” to research. Talk to your student and see what intriguing topic was chosen! They are expected to 

cite at least 2 sources and create at least 20 note cards using a resource called Noodle Tools. Students have 5 days 

to research with the expectation of creating 5 cards per day. The final project will be a Google Slide presentation 

presented in front of the class. We’re excited to see what extraordinary information our students uncover as they 

delve into the topics!  
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Here are just a few announcements and reminders as we begin a new month: 

 MONTH OF CARING -- February is the Month of Caring at MSMS. Our Peer2Peer class has fundraising activities 
and charity events planned for the month. Each year, the MMLI students choose recipients of the monies raised 
from our Month of Caring efforts. Over the past 7 years, we have raised over $30,000 in cash and donations for a 
variety of charities and causes within our own community. This year, the money and drive items will go to 3 specific 
charities with local impact (Kids Food Basket, American Heart Association, No More Sidelines). Throughout the 
month, each time our students participate and/or donate, they will be entered into a drawing for a new pair of 
AirPods (one for each grade level). More participation means more chances to win! While there will be a lot of fun 
activities, don’t forget the reason WHY we are doing what we’re doing - caring and compassion, positively impacting 
the lives of others. You are challenged to serve others this month and think outside of yourselves! Make an impact 
on the world!  

 
SPIRIT WEEK -- THIS WEEK -- February 4-8 

 Monday, February 3 -- NO SCHOOL | Teacher Learning Day 

 Tuesday, February 4 -- BEACH DAY | NO bathing suits 

 Wednesday, February 5 -- CRAZY DAY | Hats, Socks, Outfits  

 Thursday, February 6 -- HIPPIE & TIE-DIE DAY  

 Friday, February 7 -- BLACK OUT DAY 
 
OUTLINE FOR THE MONTH 

 Week 1 (Feb. 3) -- Spirit Week 

 Week 2 (Feb. 10) -- Lunch Fundraisers and Student vs Staff Basketball Game 

 Week 3 (Feb. 17) -- Bake Sale 

 Week 4 (Feb. 24) -- Fitness Challenge Week 
 

 TRAFFIC FLOW REMINDER -- I wanted to share a few simple reminders as we battle weather, traffic, and drop off: 
 

 ONE -- When dropping, it is faster and easier to pull all the way forward, down by the anchor, and have   
students enter through the wing doors (west side of building). When everyone works together and is     cour-
teous, we can maximize the safety and efficiency of our parking lot. Please be sure you are pulling forward, 
using signals, and NOT dropping/picking up in the middle lane.  

 TWO -- Please DO NOT park in the Drop Zones. These are meant to allow students to quickly get out of the 
car and the car to then leave. When cars park and wait, this makes it difficult for all the other drop offs and 
prevents traffic from moving efficiently. Some parents have been parking and waiting until 7:30. Please 
know that you may park in the parking lots off of Woodside and wait if you would like, but not in the Drop 
Zones.  Additionally, we monitor the temperature carefully and have had the wing and front doors open prior 
to 7:30 for students. 

 THREE --  I have also been asked, by NSPD and our neighbors, to remind parents not to block driveways 
as they park down Reneer or Woodside for pick up. This creates a huge safety concern, prevents flow of 
traffic, and causes everyone around you to wait even longer. Your attention to these details are greatly   

appreciated. 
 
 SCHEDULED CONFERENCES --  As communicated throughout the year, these will be the next conference times 

(below). While these will be open conference times, some teachers may choose to schedule some based on need 
and communication. Ultimately, I trust that communication continues from our teachers and that they are available 
for specific questions or concerns that you may have.  

 Monday, February 10 -- 3:00-4:00 -- Trimester 2 

 Wednesday, February 19 -- 8:00-9:00 -- Trimester 2 -- NOTE: this is a scheduled Late Start  
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We know it can be hard to decide whether to keep your child at home or send them to school, especially 

when you are worried about their attendance.  We have put this together to help you navigate through your 

decision making process. 

From the Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Services and the Michigan Dept. of Education: 

 FEVER:  A child has a fever of 100.4* F taken by mouth, or 99.4* taken under the arm.  The child should 

not return until 24 hours of no fever, without the use of fever-reducing medications. 

 DIARRHEA:  A child has two loose or watery stools, even if there are no other signs of illness.  The child 

should have no loose stools for 24 hours prior to returning to school. Exception: A healthcare provider 

has determined it is not infectious.  

 VOMITING:  A child should have no vomiting episodes for 24 hours prior to returning to school.             

Exception:  A healthcare provider has determined it is not infectious. 

 RASH:  A child develops a rash and has a fever or change in behavior.  The child should be rash and fever 

free.  Evaluated and released by a healthcare provider. 

 LICE:  A child has lice or nits.  The child must be free from all lice and nits before returning to school or 

riding a school bus. The child will check into the school office before returning to class. 

STUDENT ILLNESS INFOMATION 

**This is not an exhaustive list.  Contact the office or your healthcare provider with questions beyond this information.** 


