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MSMS Families, 
 
The sun is SHINING and May has arrived!!  Flowers are budding.  Days are getting longer!   Yet, with all of these wonders also 
comes uncertainties, frustrations, fear, and a variety of feelings and emotions.  Traditionally, this is a month that we embrace the 
changing of seasons, but it is also a month that challenges our students to remain focused, continue to make positive choices, and to 
finish the year off strong.  This year, the challenge for our students comes with not being at school, lacking social connections, limited 
academics, and a world of unknowns.  Because of this, we must maintain positivity, uphold consistency, and stay connected with our 
students.  Know that MSMS will continue to make every attempt to do this. 
 
We do have a few announcements and/or reminders this week.  Please take a few moments to read through them: 

 

 ACADEMIC LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES & REMINDERS  --  Please note the two items below: 

 STUDENT ACADEMICS  --  Here is the link to the Distance Learning Plan  that has been communicated out.  Our work 
is to find balance in order to minimize frustration and struggles.  You may find ways as a family to do this depending on 
your schedules, family time, and academics.  Plan for your students to receive communication from teachers between 
noon on Sunday and Monday. 

 ONLINE MSMS WEEBLY || ACADEMIC & WELLNESS RESOURCES  --  As a reminder, we will continue to update 
our  Mona Shores Middle School Online Academic & Wellness Resources webpage.  PLEASE continue to use this as a 
resource in the weeks ahead as we will update it multiple times per week. 

 

 LOCKERS  --  This will be a very big task, especially if some of the social distancing expectations are not lifted at some 
point.  Please know that we have developed a plan and are ready to execute that plan when we are given that opportunity.  
Please stay tuned.   

 

 CHARACTER TRAIT  --  With that, please know that our character trait this month is INTEGRITY!  Integrity can be 
defined as “the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness.”  Our goal is that our 
students will hold themselves to high moral and ethical standards, even when it is hard to do so, and take          
ownership when they don’t quite meet those standards. During these times, this can be more challenging than ever 
before.  As we head through May, through COVID-19, and through this “lockdown,” please take the time to have 
intentional conversations with your students regarding integrity, recognize them when they make the right choices, 
and encourage them to demonstrate integrity, even when it is tough to do so. 

 
Sending the challenge and encouragement of positivity, engagement, and support within these challenging times. We will endure, as 
SAILORS.  #SailorStrong   
 
Be well,  Stay healthy.  Embrace the time. 
 

Doug Ammeraal 
Principal 
Email  |  ammeraad@monashores.net  
Facebook  |  Mona Shores Middle School 
Twitter  |  @dougammeraal 
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Sailors have ownership, engagement, gratitude, service, respect, compassion, attitude, disciplined, integrity & success. 

Eleni Micheil (right) is in Mrs. Cargill’s 7th grade math class. She emailed Mrs. 

Cargill this picture and said, “Over this break I’ve been watching movies, reading,    

drawing, FaceTiming people, playing board games, and yesterday I baked a   

delicious chocolate cake. I think my cats are happy to have me home. Here is a 

picture of me with one of them!” 

Ben Warren (left) is in Mrs. Cargill’s Pre-Algebra class this 

year, and you can see he is diligently working on his math 

work! He also enjoys spending time riding on his quad. 

Collin Patterson (right) is in Mrs. Cargill’s 7th grade math class, and is  

always doing interesting things! Collin emailed Mrs. Cargill, “we have built 

my little brother a play set and we cut down a tree.” 

MSMS Families - This is a Special Edition Newsletter during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Following are    

articles and pictures, from students and teachers, about what they are doing during this unusual time.     

We miss you all so much! Stay healthy and safe!  - Nikki McRoberts, Front Office Clerk 

Check out what one of our sailors, Colin Gongalski (right), has been up to! >>>  Kids Reading Time 

Cherease Taylor (6th grade) won the FaceTheBook 

contest for all of Muskegon County middle schools! 

She will get a pizza party in one of her classes next 

school year, and we will display a banner with her 

design. Be sure to congratulate her! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5WltlvCDZWLwuh0oppxKpg
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From Para Professional, Jill Westjohn 

This picture (right) tells many things: 

 Lynn Butler, one of the many people helping to get food to children 

 Mrs. Warren’s sign, reaching out to one of her students at Lincoln Park 

 Empty Lincoln Park Elementary building, on Friday April 17th 2020 

 Meghan Hinshaw, a former MS graduate who is graduating as a RN to help 

with Coronavirus patients, will soon be sleeping in her neighbor’s trailer so 

she doesn’t expose her 4 year old son 

 Thank you to ALL of the GREAT people who are helping us!  

From 6th Grade ELA Teacher, Amy Stielstra - 

Hi everyone! I miss my school family so much, but I 

have been keeping busy with my home family. We 

are all staying healthy and working hard at many 

different things. I have been socially distancing   

outside by kayaking, biking, hiking, running and  

doing yard work.  Inside has been busy too with 

house projects, virtual games and conversations 

with friends and family, along with learning many 

new ways of teaching! I’m wishing we could end the 

year back in the classroom! Since that can’t happen, 

I’ll do my best to keep my students learning! I hope 

everyone stays safe as we get through this “at home 

together”.  

From PE/Health Teacher, Taylor Hawes -  

The Hawes Family is reading a lot of books, and 

getting outside as much as the weather allows   

during this time. Gracie loves the extra attention!   
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The counselors have been busy working on middle school scheduling for next school year. At this point, students 

should have selected their elective choices. We have also been connecting with students in a variety of 

ways.  Please, if you haven't already, join the new google classroom - Counselor's Corner (classroom code - 

2mz5yvk). Here, you will find resources for many things (activities, resources for students in crisis, strategies to 

calm down, and much more)!  

Remember, to email your counselor if you have any needs and/or questions.  Mrs. Opiela works with student last 

names A-K, and Mrs. Butterfield sees students with last names L-Z.   

We hope you are finding ways to keep busy, staying healthy, and enjoying the time to just be!  We certainly miss 

seeing your faces at the middle school!  

From Para Professional, Jennifer Tatum -  

I've turned our living room into a one-room schoolhouse. While I gladly help my 

own kids as needed, when I am working with my students or in a classroom video 

meeting, my 10th grader, Ellie (left), really steps up to help my 5th grader, Juli 

(left). For Government, they are both studying the 3 branches and work together. 

And when Ellie is working on Geometry, she will randomly call out things like, 

"what is 7 times 8?", and make Juli practice her math facts that way.  Also,    

Sharon Cole and one of her classes sang Happy Birthday to me in a zoom   

meeting - that just made my day! 

From 6th Grade Math Teacher, Stephanie Shaffer -  

I’ve been hiking, biking, reading, doing yard work, baking, 

watching new Netflix shows, teaching my three daughters, and 

finding the good in each day we have together at home.  

Miss you Sailors!!! 

 

Love, Mrs. Shaffer 


