
If the referendum question is approved, what would the estimated tax rate be for the 
next three years? 

Estimated Tax Rate Impact (per $1,000 of equalized home values, if the question is approved) 
 

Bangor School District Tax Levy Rate History 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Year 2019 2020 2021 
Rate 10.53 10.15 10.53 

 
 
Example Home 

Value 
Current 

10.41 
2019 
10.53 

2020 
10.15 

2021 
10.53 

Total Tax 
Increase over 

3 years 
$100,000 $1041 $1053 $1015 $1053 -$2.00 
$150,000 $1561 $1579 $1522 $1579 -$3.00 
$200,000 $2082 $2106 $2030 $2106 -$4.00 

Year 1992 2009 2010 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
Rate 18.38 10.08 10.99 11.99 11.58 11.47 10.85 10.41 

Dave Laehn, District Administrator 
      

On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, the citizens of the Bangor School District will go to the polls and decide the 
future direction of our school district.  

The Bangor Board of Education and Administration have studied the issues regarding the need to exceed 
the revenue caps to maintain current programming, services and staffing.  The Board has taken steps in recent 
years to lessen the tax impact of the referendum and after reviewing possible solutions, recommends at this 
time to ask voters to consider exceeding the revenue caps for three years beginning in the 2019 school year. 
Information in this brochure outlines voting information. I would like to thank you in advance for taking time to 
study this information and encourage you to go to our District website at www.bangor.k12.wi.us or call my office 
at 486-5202 or email me at dlaehn@bangorsd.net to get the information you need to vote.  My hope is that by 
studying the information, as an individual you can make an informed decision regarding the upcoming 
referendum vote and make your voice heard regarding the future of our school. 

 

Needs of the District 
Why the Need for the 3-Year Revenue Exemption? 

State-imposed revenue limits and cuts in state aid have restricted the money needed to maintain student 
programs, services, and school buildings resulting in: 

• Since 2009, our District has received almost $1,000,000 less in state aid. 
• State aid declined as a percentage of our approximate $6,000,000 revenue limit (combination of 

state aid and property taxes) from 79% in 2007-08 to 62% in the 2017-18 school year.  
• Projected budget deficits totaling $2,000,000 over the next three years would result in reductions of 

staff, programs and services. 
• Projected per pupil increases of $0 in the state budget over the next three years will result in no 

additional state aid money. 
• Since 2013, our District has received sporadic Consumer Price Index (CPI) increases for 

expenditures from the state that do not keep pace with inflation.  CPI increases for three years on 
our $8 million school budget total approximately $500,000 in lost revenue. 

• Due to increased competition for limited number of teachers we must do everything possible to stay 
competitive to attract and retain the best teachers and programming for our students. 

 
 Tax Impact  

 

http://www.bangor.k12.wi.us/
mailto:dlaehn@bangorsd.net


 
Will approval of the referendum question lead to an increase in the tax rate?  
No.  According to projections from Baird Company the district will be able to keep the mill rate (tax 
per $1000 of property valuation) stable between 10.15 and 10.53 over the three year length of the 
referendum which is at or below the mill rates from the previous referendum.  Thus district taxpayers 
will be able to reinvest in their school without an increase in their taxes.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Why have our local taxes increased in the last couple of years? 
Actually school mill rates have decreased over the last three-year referendum. If your school taxes 
increased it is due to increased valuation of your property.   Previous to that time period a small 
portion can be attributed to increased costs in staffing and services, but the main reason is the tax 
shift from the state to the local taxpayer.  With the imposition of revenue limits in the early 1990’s, 
the state promised two-thirds funding to support school districts. That percentage of state support 
has dropped steadily over the last number of years, but especially with the per pupil cuts in 2011 and 
2012, and thus the increased tax burden is now being supported by local taxpayers.  As the above 
historical chart points out, certified (state) aid has decreased significantly over the last number of 
years while spending and the revenue limit has changed slightly. 
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LOCATION AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACE 

At the election to be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018 in the School 
District of Bangor the following polling place locations will be used for the 
municipalities and/or wards indicated: 

School District Electors 
          Residing in           Vote at Hours 

Town of Bangor Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 4400 State Road 162 
 Bangor, WI 

Town of Burns Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 W1313 Jewett Road 
 Bangor, WI 

Town of Farmington Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 N8309 Hwy 108    
 Mindoro, WI 

Town of Hamilton Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 N5105 N. Leonard 
 West Salem, WI 

Town of Washington Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 Newburgs Corner, Hwy 33 

Village of Bangor Village Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 100 17th Avenue North 
 Bangor, WI 

Village of Rockland Village Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 105 W. Center 
 Rockland, WI 

Town of Leon Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 8108 Jackrabbit Avenue 
 Sparta, WI  

Town of Sparta Town Hall  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 5724 Hamlet Avenue 
 Sparta, WI 
 

All polling places are accessible to elderly and disabled voters. 

 
  

          

EXHIBIT C 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

November 6, 2018 

Notice to Voters:  This ballot may be invalid unless initialed by 2 election 
inspectors.   

If cast as an absentee ballot, the ballot must bear the initials of the municipal clerk or 
deputy clerk. 

Instructions to Voters 
If you make a mistake or have a question, see an election inspector.   
(Absentee Voters: Contact your municipal clerk.) 

To vote in favor of a question, make an "X" or other mark in the square next to "Yes."   
To vote against a question, make an "X" or other mark in the square next to "No." 
 
 

Referendum 
 

Shall the School District of Bangor, La Crosse and 
Monroe Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed 
the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91, Wisconsin 
Statutes, by $800,000 for the 2019-2020 school year; by 
$800,000 for the 2020-2021 school year; and by 
$900,000 for the 2021-2022 school year, for non-
recurring purposes? 

   YES            

   NO            
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? 
 
What will the district’s plan be if the referendum question fails? 

Staff cuts, a reduction in programs/services and larger class sizes would be the likely result of the failed 
referendum question.  A “no” vote will have district-wide budgetary implications.  The Board of Education is 
asking the community to make a decision—invest in the district or make reductions in programs, services and 
staff. 

 
 

Additional Information 
 

Where:  Bangor School District Website 
www.bangor.k12.wi.us 

 
Click on Referendum information link. 

 
District residents are also encouraged to contact Dave Laehn, District Administrator, with any specific 
questions. 

608/486-5202 or dlaehn@bangorsd.net 

http://www.bangor.k12.wi.us/

