
Oklahoma Academic Arts Excellence 

Announced 

Primary South Spelling Bee! 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

already been recognized 

as Arts Excellence award-

ees. 

In early April, honorees will 

receive a congratulatory 

letter and an invitation to 

the ceremony.  The 2019 

Awards Ceremony will be 

held on April 23, 2019 at 

the Scottish Rite Temple in 

Guthrie, Oklahoma.  

 

GO WARRIORS! 

Idabel Public Schools is 

pleased to join with the 

Oklahoma State Depart-

ment of Education and the 

Oklahoma Alliance for Arts 

Education and the Masonic 

Fraternity of Oklahoma for 

the 29th Annual State Su-

perintendent Awards for 

Arts Excellence.  

This special recognition is 

given to high school juniors 

and seniors who meet cer-

tain criteria. In addition, the 

State Superintendent rec-

ognizes fine arts educa-

tors, school administrators, 

and school boards who 

exhibit leadership, support 

quality arts education, and 

demand academic excel-

lence in Oklahoma 

schools.  

Ms. Leah Saelim has an-

nounced that we have four 

recipients of this prestig-

ious award. Idabel junior, 

Daryl Black joins seniors, 

Karigan Clay and Sarah 

Smith as Oklahoma State 

Superintendent Arts Excel-

lence Award recipients for 

Vocal Music and senior 

Pashoiun Young for Dance 

for 2019.  

These three will join 25 

Idabel Warriors that have 

Recently Idabel Primary 
South held their annual 
Spelling Bee!  A special 
thanks to Ms. Trudy Procell, 
Ms. Carla Capps  and Ms. 
Nancy Williams for leading 
this event.  Twenty students 
participated in this years 
contest.  We are so proud of 

all of our participants!  
 
Congratulations to our 2018-
2019 Spelling Bee Champi-
ons!  
 
1st Place Janeilous Willams 
2nd Place Jacqueline Flores 
3rd Place Marcus Wharry 
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Students at Idabel High School have 

been competing in various scholastic 

meets in our area over the past month.  

On March 26 we travelled to Carl Albert 

State College in Poteau where we re-

ceived 12 Top Three places. March 28 

was the competition at Southeastern 

Oklahoma State University in Durant 

where we had seven students place in 

the Top Three. And on April 2 we com-

peted at Eastern Oklahoma State Col-

lege in Wilburton, earning eight Top 

Three medals. A record 19 Idabel High 

School students have qualified to at-

tend the State level competition in El 

Reno on May 4.  

Very exciting for IHS! And of course WE 

BEAT Broken Bow.              

Student Spotlight—#imswarriors 

The tournament began at 9:30 and ended 

by 2.:00   

Idabel is currently an Oklahoma Unified 

Champion school. Our goal is to be rec-

ognized as a National Banner school. 

This honor is based on promoting inclu-

sion and respect in our school.  

 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

Idabel High School recently hosted its 

first Special Olympics event. The event 

was a 3 on 3 basketball tournament.   

Fourteen teams comprised of Special 

Olympics Athletes and Partners from 

across the county played 3 on 3 Unified 

Basketball.   Unified teams consists of 

special needs students and volun-

teers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Literacy Festival 

#ihswarriors State Curriculum Contest 
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ons Club is sponsoring drinks. IHS Band is 

sponsoring Kona Ice snow cones, with cot-

ton candy and popcorn. 

Activities will include the National Guard’s  

climbing wall & Humvee’s, Face Painting 

by the Idabel Schools Art Department. The 

Lions’ Club bounce house. The Idabel Pub-

lic Library will be setting up a booth and 

signing up students with library cards.  

The IAL grant and Idabel Schools goal is to 

increase literacy awareness and spread 

the word about the importance of literacy 

to our community. Warriors are readers!  

GO WARRIORS! 

Idabel Public Schools IS hosting a Literacy 

Festival on April 26th from 4:00-6:00 pm. 

The Festival is scheduled for downtown 

Idabel at the Carl Sherman Plaza.   

All children will receive free books to 

keep for their home library. These books 

are provided through the Innovative Ap-

proaches to Literacy Grant Idabel Schools 

received earlier this year. 

Several Disney characters will be available 

for children to visit with and take pictures. 

Idabel High School students are volunteer-

ing as Disney characters Belle & Beast, 

Elsa, Snow White, Pocahontas, Princess 

Tiana, and Captain Jack Sparrow. 

Family Literacy Liaison, Debbie Brown has 

been recruiting local organizations to 

make this a fun event for families to attend. 

The Idabel Rotary Club will be providing 

and cooking free hotdogs. The Idabel Li-

First Place Finishers! 



Science and Math teachers from across the state 
and the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement 
of Science and Technology (OCAST) are gear-
ing up for the April 2019 version of Oklahoma 
Science & Technology Month. Students nomi-
nated by their teachers will receive certificates of 
recognition signed by OCAST Executive Direc-
tor Michael Carolina. 
 

The annual event is designed to showcase Okla-
homa’s outstanding students who excel in 
STEM or Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math.  Since its inception 26 years ago, students 

IMS has 18 students receiving this special 
recognition. Emma Bundy, Rylee, Rowan, Ryan 
Robbins, Louise Slazar, Emily Stansbury, Mac-
kenzie Manuel, Jaden Steaveson, Jada Bell, Dyl-
an Parker, Estrella Torres, Hannah Akin, Holly 
Akin, Baleigh Harris, Alexis Hudgins, Kriztafer 
Hemm, Lauren Robbins, Mauricio Salazar, 
Bryce Fusco 

 

Science and Technology Month is an opportuni-
ty to promote education in science and technolo-
gy related courses and to emphasize the im-
portance of these fields to Oklahoma’s economy. 

from each of Oklahoma’s 77 counties have been 
recognized during the special observance of the 
significance of science and technology. 

 

Bond Project Update 
The largest portion of the bond would be the 

track and field that will include an all-weather 

8 lane track and all-weather turf installation, 

bleachers for 2200, lights, and press box. The 

Facility could be available for community 

events like Relay for Life. Primary South 

would have access to the facility for special 

events as well.  The bond would include a 

very large restroom facility, concession stand 

and ticket booth on the home side.  

The latest Bond estimates will NOT increase 

taxes but will allow for some needed up-

grades to our campus. 

Final floor plans and architectural drafts have 

been approved for the upcoming bond pro-

jects. Three dimensional drawings are being 

developed to start promoting the new pro-

jects. Final bond financials are being calculat-

ed but I have made it clear to make sure there 

is no tax increase.  

Just as a reminder we are planning on run-

ning a bond for multiple projects at the high 

school for the 2020 school year. One of the 

projects on the upcoming Bond proposal will 

be a 5000 square foot band hall including 

practice rooms, larger storage rooms for the 

music library, uniforms and instruments. The 

Band Hall project will include two ADA com-

pliant bathrooms and room for a 100 piece 

band/orchestra. The new band hall would 

also be a safe room large enough to house all 

occupants of the high school in the case of 

severe and dangerous weather. 

Safety upgrades to the agriculture wing on 

the East end of the campus. Upgrades would 

include adding ADA compliant restrooms in 

new construction, a fire suppression system, 

upgraded safety exit doors and windows. 

#ihswarriors– Student Spotlight 

#imswarriors Receive STEM Award 
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Darren has spent his entire career as a 

member of the Warrior Iron team with 

this one goal in mind, to be a State 

Champion.  And he succeeded! Coach 

John Harjo reported that Darren also 

won every meet in that weight class this 

season! His hard work has definitely 

paid off. 

Darren plans to attend Southeastern Ok-

lahoma State University in the fall; he 

plans to study Biology with the hope of 

one day becoming a physical therapist.  

GO WARRIORS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Idabel High School Student Spotlight 

is #ihswarriors SR. Darren Rios.  

Darren Rios, the son of Andrew and 

Melissa Rios, is a member of National 

Honor Society and Fish Club. He has 

been a member of Warrior Football for 

three years, Warrior Baseball for three 

years, and Warrior Powerlifting for four 

years.   

He recently won the 3A State Powerlift-

ing title at 157 pounds; he won all three 

events and was named Outstanding Lift-

er of the Meet.  He also earned the Out-

standing Squat award at the state meet. Darren Rios 



More good news! We have received notification of 
our Temporary Appropriations for 2020. All funds 
have increased substantially, and this is before the 
legislature completes its work for this legislative 
session. This will is much needed due to the salary 
increase and the cost to the District to help fund the 
District responsibilities caused by the raises. Gen-
eral Fund is up $1,563,093, Building Fund increased 
by $16,972 and Child Nutrition increased by 
$67,468.  These are great numbers to start our budg-
eting process with and helps us maintain our posi-
tive financial movement.  
 

IMS has recently incorporated a program called 
ALPHA Plus and has shown tremendous growth. 
ALPHA Plus assessments have help bring IMS from 
an F school to a B school!  We are working on ex-
panding this to Central Elementary to reinforce the 
great work all of  our teachers are doing each and 
every day. We are Preparing Champions for Life! 
     

                                                 GO WARRIORS! 

Idabel Central Elemen-
tary building is getting 
the final bathroom 
upgrades in the District 
paid for by the most 
recent bond issue the 
Idabel patrons support-
ed. Our 2nd through 
5th grade students and 

staff will be enjoying these new bathrooms very 
soon, according to ICE principal Nancy Copeland. 
 

Recently Idabel Public Schools partnered with the 
McCurtain Memorial Hospital to allow all of our 
certified staff members free access to the hospital’s 
Wellness Center.  Our staff was also honored to 
receive a free car wash from Water “U” Doing 
CarWash across from Catfish King. I have been 
working to increase the Teacher of the Year stipend 
by asking local businesses to support winner with a 
donation. I currently have worked to get the T.O.Y. 

stipend doubled to $2,000! I expect this could grow 
more this year and definitely will grow by next year 
to be a very nice award for the best teachers in our 
District. As superintendent it is my duty to work to 
give our teachers as much as I can to show the Dis-
trict and community support! 
 

Board and Legislative Update 

Central Elementary would like to Spotlight Shannon Pond & Lind-

sey Brooks.   

Lyndsey Brooks and Shannon Pond are super excited to attend 

the Ron Clark Academy.  They had special shirts made to repre-

sent Idabel during their visit.  Both teachers were chosen upon 

completion of a recent book study by Ron Clark.   

They will share the experience and knowledge they gain with the 

our staff after they return.  They leave April 16th.  

These teachers are great motiva-

tors and encouragers to our stu-

dents and staff.  We are so proud 

to have them on our staff!  

Preparing Champions for Life! 
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Idabe l  Pub l i c  Schoo ls  Idabel Central Elementary 

Teacher Spotlight 
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