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I know that Christmas break is just around the corner and that is all that our 

students can think about. (Teachers too!) The last few weeks of this quarter 

are so important as they will be a major factor in determining semester 

grades for all high school students. It is easy to slack off during this time; 

try hard and finish strong. Turn in all of those papers/projects, study for 

tests and study hard for exams. High School Exams are worth 20% of the 

semester grade (which is what colleges look at). Freshmen – every grade 

counts now, and colleges will see these grades. Show them what you can 

do! Seniors – you’re almost there – keep working! It will be over before 

you know it.  

Exam study days are  

December 17
th

 & 18
th

. Finals are 

December 19
th

-20
th

. Good luck! 
 

-Mrs. Nolen 
7th - 12th Grade Principal 

On behalf of the LSA faculty, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 

Christmas Break will begin on Friday, December 21st at noon.  

There is NO school December 24th through January 4
th

.  

School will resume on Monday, January 7th.  

The LSA offices will be closed over Christmas Break.  

Lion’s Mane News 
#itsgreattobeanLSALion 

HS Boys and Girls Basketball 

and Cheerleaders served at the 

Community Luncheon. 

7-12 Grade Friendsgiving was 

a huge success 

The K-6th Grade Christmas Concert is this Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 

PM on the grey court of the gym. Please make sure that your student is in 

their home room no later than 2:30 PM. Students should wear a nice  

Christmas outfit for the concert - no jeans or t-shirts please. If for some  

reason your student cannot attend, please send an email or written note  

excusing them as soon as possible to bolsen@lsadecatur.net. This concert is 

a part of their music grade so notice before the concert date is necessary. 

Thank you for your help! 

The Sky Zone trip for K-6 students that sold enough cookie dough is scheduled 

for Friday, December 14th. Bus will leave the school first thing in the morning 

to be at sky zone by 9:15. Kids will jump for an hour and then return to the 

school for lunch. PTL is in need of 6 chaperones that will accompany the  

children to this awesome field trip. Please contact Yocelyng Stark at  

yocelyng.stark@gmail.com if you are available to chaperone.  

Lost and Found is  

overflowing with items. 

Please take a look before 

Christmas Break to make 

sure your student isn’t 

missing anything. Any 

items left in lost and 

found after Friday,  

December 21st will be 

donated to the LSA  

ReSale Shop. 



St. Paul’s 

 

Worship 

Midweek Advent Worship “Advent Conspiracy” – 

Wednesdays in December at 12:15 pm & 6:30pm, with  

dinner served in the Dining Room at 5:30 pm (12/5, 12/12, 

12/19) 

Weekend Advent Worship “Because of Bethlehem” –  

December Saturdays at 6:00 pm & Sundays at 8:00 am and 

10:30 am  

Christmas Worship – “A Different Way” Christmas Eve 

12/24 at 6:00 pm & 8:00 pm | “Behold” Christmas Day 12/25 

at 10:00 am 

 

Special Events 

Children’s Christmas Worship – Sunday, December 16th at 

10:30 am Worship 

Advent Conspiracy: Decatur Kids Bags of Hope  

Backpack Packing Party – Sunday, December 16th  

following 10:30 am Worship (Dining Room at SPL).   

Collecting Food Item and Monetary donations now.  Packing 

135 Winter Break Backpacks on 12/16 for our Bags of Hope 

students. 

 

St. Paul’s Early Learning Center presents “Christmas in 

Our Jammies” – Thursday, December 6th at 6:30 pm,  

Worship Center at SPL (with Christmas music by the SPL 

Handbell Ensemble beginning at 6:00pm) 

St. Paul’s Early Learning Center Scholastic Book Fair – 

December 4-11 (hours vary, generally 11am-12 pm and  

3:30-5:30 pm weekdays plus extended hours), located in the 

ELC lobby inside St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

News from our Congregations 
St. John’s 

 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 

 

Advent Services  

Wednesday, December 5, 12, 19   

Dinner will be served at 5:00 pm  

Evening service will be 6:30 pm in the  

sanctuary.  

 

Christmas Service Schedule 

Sunday, December 23:  One Morning Service 

at 9:30 am – Lessons and Carols 

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services 3:00, 4:30, and  

Contemporary Service at 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 25:  9:30 am with  

Communion 

Concordia 

 

Advent Services  

Wednesday, December 5, 12, 19   

Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm  

Evening service will be 6:00 pm in the  

sanctuary.  

Each Wednesday service will focus on a 

Christmas Carol.   

Dec. 5 – “Away in a Manger” 

Dec. 12 – “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  

Dec. 19 – “Joy to the World” 

 

Christmas Services 

Our Sunday, Dec. 23 service at 9:00 am will 

focus on “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”   

 

On Monday, Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm we will have 

our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and 

the message will be about the Christmas  

Carol “Silent Night.” 

Trinity 

 

Advent and Christmas Worship Services  

Wednesday, December 5th - Advent Service at 11 am 

Wednesday, December 12th - Advent Service at 11 am 

Wednesday, December 19th - Advent Service at 11 am 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - December 24th at 4 pm 

Christmas Day Communion Service - December 25th at 9 am 

New Year's Eve Service - December 31st at 4 pm (Followed 

by a Potluck Supper and Games.) 



Nurse Laura 

With cold and flu season upon us, it is important to do our best to keep our  

children healthy. It is almost impossible to keep them away from germs. But we 

can keep them healthy by boosting their immune system which is what creates, 

stores, and distributes the white blood cells that fight bacteria and viruses that 

enter the body. When the body encounters germs, it's better able to fight the  

illness. 

 

Some ways to help boost the immune system:  

 

1) Eat many and various fruits and veggies. The vitamins and nutrients in them 

are essential for a strong immune system.  

 

2) Get plenty of sleep. Most people don't get enough sleep. It is necessary for 

the body to have restorative sleep, which means enough sleep to get the body 

back into fighting shape. Most adults need 7-8 hours/night, teens need 9-10 

hours/night, and school-aged kids need at least 10 hours. 

 

3) Keep a positive attitude. A good outlook is good for your health. When we 

are worried, the immune system slows down, sleep may be compromised and 

we may eat unhealthily. Find ways for your child to relax and de-stress.  

Praying together can help them understand to put all worries in God's hands. 

 

4) Encourage healthy habits. Wash hands frequently and try to stay away from 

other sick children. 

 

5) Mega-dosing on vitamins isn't necessary or proven to help the immune  

system. In fact, giving a child an excessive amount of any vitamin may be toxic. 

Most balanced diets should give a child all the necessary nutrients. If you are 

concerned, a daily vitamin may be recommended by your doctor. 

 

6) Making activity and exercise a priority. This keeps blood pressure lower, 

controls weight, builds muscle and is a great outlet for stress  

release. Get them off the couch and take a break from the video games! 

 

Laura Messamore 

LSA School Nurse 

217-233-2001 ext. 1250 

lmessamore@lsadecatur.net 

 



Looking Ahead… 
 

January 9th - Yearbook Group Photos 

  Volleyball Pictures 3:30 

January 18th - PTL Denim Days $2.50 

January 21st - MLK Day No School 

January 31st - Souper  Bowl 

February 1st - PTL Denim Days $2.50 

February 8th - Mid-Term 

February 18th - President’s Day 

   No School 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

 

7-12 Dress Down Day 

PTL Denim Days 

8 

9 

 

K-6 Christmas  

Concert  3:00 PM 

10 11 12 13 14 

 

 

 

Sky Zone Trip 8:30  

15 

16 

 

7-12 Christmas  

Concert 3:00 PM 

 

17 18 19 

 

 

HS Final Exams 

20 

 

 

HS Final Exams 

21 

HS Final Exams 

End of Quarter 

Noon Dismissal 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

 

Christmas Break 

No School 

     

Christmas Break - No School 

--The PTL will be hosting a bake sale on December 9  

before and after the K-6 grade Christmas concert.  We are 

in need of volunteers to make and package cookies or other 

treats to sell.  Each package should contain a quantity to 

sell for $1 (example; 2 cookies or small amount of puppy 

chow).  Please let us know via email or the PTL Facebook 

group if you are able to donate.  And don’t forget to bring 

some cash to the concert to purchase some items! 

 

--The Cookie Dough Fundraiser was so successful and we 

have a bunch of students that sold 20 or more boxes of 

cookies and earned a trip to Sky Zone.  The trip is  

December 14 and we need 6 volunteers to chaperone.  The 

bus will leave the school at 9:15, they will jump for an 

hour and the bus will return to the school for lunch.  Let us 

know if you can help!   

 

--Teacher Wish list's have been added to the school  

website to help you as you shop for a gift for your students 

teacher.  It also includes ways to pray for the  

teachers!  www.lsadecatur.net/ptl-teacher-wish-lists/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/LSAPTL 

lsaparentteacherleague@gmail.com 

http://www.lsadecatur.net/ptl-teacher-wish-lists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LSAPTL
mailto:lsaparentteacherleague@gmail.com


 

Please note the final exam times for the 2018-2019 school 

year and plan accordingly. Students must be in attendance 

on the scheduled date and time of their final exam(s), as 

these will be the only times in which they are given. Thank 

you! 

 

If students do not have a final or class during a given hour, 

they must report to study hall or not attend school at that 

time. No students will be permitted to be in the building 

during exam times unless they are in a classroom,  

supervised by a teacher. All students must be picked up by 

2:00 PM or when finals have finished for the day.  

 

Any student may exempt from a final if they have earned a 

90% or higher in both quarters, have no missing work, and 

have no more than 3 tardies or unexcused absences in the 

class. Students who choose to exempt still must attend any 

review days and complete graded study guides. In order to 

be considered exempt from a final, a student must have  

approval from both the teacher and administration.  

Ultimately, if for some reason a teacher feels it is in the best  

interest for a student to take a final exam, the teacher may 

decide not to let a student exempt from it.  

Thank you so much to our  LSA family for  

their overwhelming generosity to our Share the 

Gift program! We met and even exceeded our  

goal to provide Christmas to 58 children!  

Student Government students had the pleasure of 

shopping on November 30th for these children. 

Our students look forward to this day every year, 

and it is such a blessing to be able to give back to 

our community in this way.  

Semester 1 Final Exams 

     

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

1st Hour Exam: 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Break in MPR: 10:00 AM - 10:15 AM 

2nd Hour Exam: 10:15 AM - 11:45 AM 

Lunch in MPR: 11:45 AM - 12:25 PM 

3rd Hour Exam: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 

     

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

4th Hour Exam: 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Break in MPR: 10:00 AM - 10:15 AM 

5th Hour Exam: 10:15 AM - 11:45 AM 

Lunch in MPR: 11:45 AM - 12:25 PM 

6th Hour Exam: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 

     

Friday, December 21, 2018   

7th Hour Exam: 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Break in MPR: 10:00 AM - 10:15 AM 

8th Hour Exam: 10:15 AM - 11:45 AM 

12:00 PM DISMISSAL (All School) 

     

Congratulations Lily and Miranda -  

November Students of the month! 

College planning is in full swing!  Juniors and Seniors should be 

scheduling appointments with Mr. Nellis, the Guidance Counselor, 

if they have not done so already.  

 

Scholarship Opportunities - Many deadlines are fast  

approaching, don’t miss your chance for FREE MONEY for 

college!  
 

Illinois AMVETS Service Foundation is offering a $1,000.00 

scholarship! (preference to military families) 
 

Comcast  NBCUNIVERSAL’s Comcast Leaders and  

Achievers Scholarship program is giving away 800 scholarships of 

$2,500.00  DEADLINE is December 7, 2018!!!!!! 
 

ACT PREP CLASSES are being offered at Millikin on  

Monday evenings starting in February through Better Prep  

Success, more information can be found at 

www.BetterPrepSuccess.com 
 

Juniors should look into the QuestBridge College Prep Scholars 

program, deadline to apply is March 21st.  More information can 

be found at https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/

college-prep-scholars 
 

Don’t forget to start asking your teachers about letters of  

recommendation to allow them plenty of time to complete. 

http://www.BetterPrepSuccess.com
https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/college-prep-scholars
https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/college-prep-scholars

