
 

R       AR 

 LSA High School       Educating for tomorrow and eternity 

 2001 E. Mound Rd., Decatur, IL 62526             Phone: 217/233-2000     Fax: 217/233-5830                                  Email: hsoffice@lsadecatur.net 

First Day Fun 
The Class of 2019 posed for a quick picture on the first day of 

school to mark their last first day together. 

Junior High Cross Country 

Led by Arianna Lawson, Junior High Cross Country runners 

take a moment to pose at a tournament on September 1st. 

September Students of the Month 

Volleyball Prayer 
LSA volleyball players stopped to say a prayer with their 

opponents from Eisenhower after a victory on August 27th. 

Chemistry Lab 
Mr. Gilbert isn’t wasting any time! Students jumped right into 

lab time last week looking at phase changes and curves. 

September 2018 

Please help us with your payments: We always want to ensure that we 

credit your payments accurately. In order to help us in this process, 

please make sure that you write your student’s name and the account that 

needs credited (lunch, ABC, dress down days, etc.) on the memo line of 

your check when making a payment. 

Need to get ahold of the office? Have a sick 7th-12th grader? The  

Jr. High/High School Office’s direct phone number is 233-2000. K-6th 

grade families can still call 233-2001 to get ahold of the Elementary  

Office.  If you have a child running a fever over 100.0, please remember 

that they must be fever free for 24 hours before returning. We ask that 

you call our office before 9:00 AM each day to report all absences. 

Welcome to the world of 7-12: 

New this year, the former High School Office, now the Jr. High & High 

School Office, caters to grades 7 through 12. To help our families  

familiarize themselves with this side of the building, here are a few 

things to note: 

How do I get to the Jr. High/High School Entrance & Office? During 

the school year, LSA’s parking lot is split in two to help keep through 

traffic to a minimum. We ask that 7th-12th grade families enter through 

the back drive, off of N. Moundford Ave. The door to enter the Jr. High 

& High School comes directly into the office, and it is located near the 

Gym entrance. There is a sign over our door that says “High School.” 

This is where all 7th-12th graders should be dropped off and picked up 

throughout the day.  

What if my 7th-12th grader is late or needs to be picked up early? If 

your student gets to school late, please drop them off at the Jr. High/High 

School Office to sign in and receive a pass to class. If you need to pick 

your child up early, please let the Jr. High/High School Office know 

about the pick up ahead of time, if possible, and be sure to sign your  

student out in this office. 

Congratulations! 
A new school year means new Student Government Officers and Students 

of the Month. Congratulations to our 2018-2019 Officers and September 

winners! 

Co-Presidents: Emma Phillips &  

 Kyler Walcher 

Vice President:  Grant Karsten 

Secretary:  Maddie Vought 

Treasurer:  Mike Fiala 

Jr. High Student of the Month:  

  Jarrin Toberman 
 

HS Students of the Month: 

  Kaleb Blakeman &  

  Coby Crafton 



Meet our new teachers: 
Evan Bosaw is excited to be joining LSA this year as the new Band and Chorus  

Director! He will be teaching a variety of music ensemble courses including 5th grade 

band, 6th grade band, Middle School Band, High School Concert Band, Pep Band, High 

School Chorus, Chamber Chorus, and Jazz Band. In his free time Mr. Bosaw enjoys 

fishing and any other outdoor water activities, taking adorable photos of his dog Bella, 

and cooking with his fiancée Allie. His musical experience includes playing piano for  

18 years and Trumpet for 13 years. He played for many fine ensembles at McKendree 

University accompanying artists such as Dawn Weber, Christine Brewer and Dr. Joseph Welch. Mr. Bosaw 

looks forward to a great year at LSA. He looks forward to teaching his students not only how to be better  

musicians but how to love and appreciate music as a life skill! Go Lions! 

My name is Daniel Nellis and I will be providing guidance to all Junior High and High 

School students. I will also will be attempting to write grant applications in order to  

enhance LSA’s capability. Already this year, I have talked with several of the  

students. These students may not know it, however they have taught me how to be a  

better guidance counselor.  I was educated at the University of Illinois, then went to the 

University of Oregon and attended their graduate school.  I have worked for the Illinois 

Department of Mental Health, and the Illinois Department of Vocational  

Rehabilitation.  I have also worked for the Missouri  Governor’s Office for Blind  

Services.  I have worked with the Florida Department of Education as a Rehabilitation Specialist.  I enjoy 

playing chess because it requires me to strength my ability to remember all of the moves.  At this time I can 

only remember 24 moves before I need information to update where the pieces may be. 

Hi.  My name is Andi Livingston. I graduated from ISU with a Bachelor’s in Biology.  

I am currently working on my Master’s in Middle School/High School Education. I 

have worked in various levels of education over the years. I am the new middle school 

science/ high school Biology and Anatomy teacher.  I am very excited to be teaching 

this year.   Besides science, I love reading and spending time with my family.   

Hello everybody! My name is Michael Londos and am the new 7th-9th grade social  

studies teacher. I also teach one section of 7th and 8th grade P.E This is my first year here 

at LSA, but 3rd full year teaching. I graduated from Illinois State University in 2015 with 

my teaching degree. This past school year, I taught at a small, rural school in eastern 

Colorado where I taught 6-12 social studies. Looking to move closer to home, I found 

the job here at LSA and it has been absolutely wonderful. Aside from teaching, I will 

also be coaching 4th-6th grade boys basketball and 7th/8th grade track. The staff and  

families here have been great and have made me feel very welcomed. When I am not 

teaching, I enjoy working out, playing sports, reading, and spending times with friends. I look forward to 

working with my students, fellow teachers, and the LSA community this year! 

Hello, my name is Mr. Kyle Gilbert. I am 28 years young! I live in Forsyth with my 

dog, Mittens. I enjoy strategy games, collect board games, and love spending time with 

my family. I graduated in May 2014 with a Bachelors of Science in Chemistry  

Education and was awarded the American Chemical Society Outstanding Junior  

Chemistry Student Award. I will be teaching Physics I & II and Chemistry during the 

2018-2019 school year. This will be my 5th year teaching but my first year at LSA. I 

am ecstatic about this year. It is going to be GREAT!!!! 



Tom Saunches shares: When I began teaching in the Fall of 1971 I had no idea that I would 

find myself in the classroom, 47 years later, at LSA. I consider myself blessed to be teaching a 

Senior English class, in addition to coaching Boys Basketball for the second year in a faith 

based, family oriented culture. When I am not in the classroom or gym, you are likely to find 

my wife and I in Normal where my son, his wife and their three children live. I would be  

remiss if I didn’t mention my daughter who lives in Florida and continues to be a vibrant part 

of our family. As you can see, family is important to me and I am grateful to be part of the 

LSA family. 

Hello LSA families and friends! My name is Miss Amy Yusko, and I am teaching 

7th-9th grade English Language Arts.  I am also coaching junior high softball and 

basketball for the girls in 4th-6th grade. I was born and raised in Streator, IL.  Prior 

to moving to Decatur this summer, I lived in Morris, IL for the past 11 years, and 

my parents have been there for the last 6 years, too!  I have two younger brothers, 

one who, along with his wife, lives just outside Morris, and they are expecting 

TWINS in November!  Our family is beyond thrilled for the first babies of this 

new generation.  Family is so important to me. This is my 12th year in education, 

and I’ve spent it all in Catholic schools, so I’m no stranger to the tightknit,  

family-oriented atmosphere here at LSA.  I was at my last school for 8 years, and I’ve taught everything from 

P.E. to Music and 4th and 5th grade! I’m a two-time graduate of Lewis University in Romeoville, IL, obtaining 

my undergrad in Elementary Education and Master’s in Educational Leadership with an Administrative  

endorsement.  While at Lewis I was a member of the Lewis Flyers Softball Team. I’m a HUGE Cubs fan, and 

I try to attend as many games as possible every year.  I rarely miss a game on TV or the radio.  I still enjoy  

playing softball in the summer, too!  I love the outdoors, especially fishing up in Hayward, WI with friends. 

I’ve felt very welcomed here at LSA and look forward to a great school year! 

Meet our new teachers: 

Happy September, LSA Families! 
 

It’s hard to believe it is already September, that we have been 

back at school for three weeks, and that next Friday is already 

midterm! 
 

We’ve been very busy here, now that our office is 7-12th grade. 

Our teachers have come ready to teach, our students have come 

ready to learn, and we are settling into a nice routine. Please  

remember parents play a vital role in the education of your  

children. Checking email, Google Classroom, and INow  

regularly, signing up for Go Green so that you get alerts for 

grades, tardies, and discipline, as well as making sure students 

arrive to school on time are all ways that parents can ensure their 

child has a successful year.  
 

We have so many exciting things coming up this semester, so 

please watch for newsletters, Facebook posts, and emails  

communicating how you can be a part of the fun.  
 

If you need anything or have any concerns, please always feel 

free to reach out to teachers or our office via email, phone or 

schedule an appointment to talk. Thank you for entrusting us 

with the education of your most precious gifts, your children. 
 

Blessings! 

Mrs. Nolen 

Meet the 7-12 Office: 

Mrs. Nolen,  

7-12 Principal 

Rachel Tavarczky,  

7-12 Admin. Asst. 



LSA Junior High & High School will be 

collecting canned goods during the week 

of October 1st-4th for the WSOY  

Community Food Drive. 7th-12th grade 

students will receive a dress code pass for 

every 10 cans brought in, with a maximum 

of 5 passes*. We will then need volunteers 

to help load the truck on October 4th. Talk 

to Mrs. Nolen or Mrs. Tavarczky to sign 

up. As in years past, let’s bring in as many 

cans as possible!  

 
*Dress code passes can be used any time  

throughout the school year, except on picture day 

when all students must be in dress code. 

from the sidelines: 

LSA’s school year is off the a fast start with our athletic programs.  Junior high softball and baseball started 

before school began, and now cross country and 4th-8th grade basketball. High School Football, Volleyball, 

Soccer and Cheerleading also started before school. 
 

LSA Volleyball won their first match of the season against Eisenhower on 8-27-18 at LSA.  The team will host 

a 12 team tournament on 9-8-18. 
 

LSA football welcomes nine players from Mt. Pulaski as we seek to make a 4th straight playoff  

appearance.  The Lions started 1-0 with a win against Meridian on 8-24-18   

The LSA Lady Lions Volleyball team is off to a better start.  Our 

season opener went to 3 sets, but the Lions lost the final set  

24-26.  The next home match was against Eisenhower Panthers.  The Lions were victorious. They won in  

2 sets. These athletes have been working very hard in the weight room and on the court.  We look forward to 

many more wins this season. 

         -Coach Glidewell  

St. Paul’s will be offering Dave Ramsey’s  

Financial Peace University during their F3  

session starting Wednesday, September 12th at 

6:30 PM. The class will run through November 

14th and is $105 per family. For more  

information or to register, please call the church 

office at 423-6955. 

A Special Word from Coach Glidewell: 

Mark Your Calendar! 

LSA’s Picture Day  

will be October 11th. 

Please note all students 

must be in dress code. 

The PTL got a running start on events this school year – the 

2nd Annual Touch A Truck Event was a success! Special 

thanks to Beth Tatum for organizing the first event of the 

year and to everyone who came out to participate. 

PTL NEWS: 

    OohLaLa! Passport to Paris  

    Homecoming Dance tickets 

are on sale now for high school students! A ticket and  

t-shirt package is $25.00 each through September 10th.  

After the 10th, tickets will be $15.00 each with no t-shirt 

included.  
 

Please remember that if a student is bringing a guest from 

another school, guest forms are due no later than October 

3rd, and if the guest has not yet attended one of our dances, 

he or she needs to meet with Mrs. Nolen  

ahead of the dance. 



ACT/SAT Test Date Sign-Up Deadline 

ACT 9/8 8/12 (8/26 late fee) 

SAT 10/6 9/7 (9/26 late fee) 

ACT 10/27 9/28 (10/14 late fee) 

SAT 11/3 10/5 (10/24 late fee) 

SAT 12/1 11/2 (11/20 late fee) 

ACT 12/8 11/2 (11/19 late fee) 

ACT 2/9 1/11 (1/18 late fee) 

ACT 4/13 3/8 (3/25 late fee) 

SAT 5/4 4/5 (4/24 late fee) 

SAT 6/1 5/3 (5/22 late fee) 

ACT 6/8 5/3 (5/20 late fee) 

ACT 7/13 6/14 (6/24 late fee) 

ACT/SAT test dates offered this year at 

Millikin University are listed above.  

When signing up, use LSA’s school code: 

141-567 to ensure that we get your results 

to add to your transcript. 

From Mr. Nellis: 

A short reminder: any one requiring transcripts for college 

application  should contact the high school office.  

 

If they haven’t already, seniors should be scheduling a 

brief guidance meeting with Mr. Nellis. To sign up,  

students simply need to make an appointment in the high 

school office. 

GUIDANCE: 

Notes from Nurse Laura 
Welcome back to school!  My goal is to keep the school environment healthy and safe so your child can  

concentrate on learning. Please come to me with any health related concerns you have that may affect your 

child while he/she is at school.   
  

Any medication given during the school day must come with an authorization form that has been filled out by 

both the doctor and the parent.  This includes over the counter medications. Medication is dispensed only from 

the nurse’s office and must NOT be carried in backpacks, pockets or purses.  The only exception is an EpiPen 

or rescue inhaler (although this needs to be authorized by your child’s doctor).  
  

In protection of other children and for the well-being of your child, the following are guidelines for keeping 

your student home from school: 

 Fever over 100 degrees in the past 24 hours. Temperatures must be below 100 degrees without the use 

of fever-reducing medication such as Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen. 

 Vomiting or diarrhea. Must be free of these symptoms for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 Frequent cough requiring medication. 

 In a case such as strep, 24 hours of antibiotics are required before returning to school. 
 

 

I am here Monday - Friday from 10:30 to 2:30 and can be reached by calling 233-2000 ext. 1250 or by email  

at lmessamore@lsadecatur.net 
  

In His Care, 

Laura Messamore, RN 

LSA School Nurse 

Upcoming College Lunch 

Visits: 
 

September 27 - 

Eastern Illinois University 

October 9 - 

Valparaiso University 

October 10 - 

McKendree  University 

October 12 - 

Bradley University 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

Sports Key: 

Home Away 

JH = Junior High 

HS = High School 

JH Baseball vs. Judah 

Christian 4:30 PM 

HS Volleyball vs. 

Clinton  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

HS Volleyball vs.  

Blue Ridge  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

HS Volleyball vs. 

Argenta-Oreana  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Arcola  

6:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

 

7-12 Dress Down Day 

HS Football vs.  

Argenta-Oreana  

7:00 PM 

HS Volleyball  

Charlie Scanavino  

Tournament 8:00 AM 
 

JH Cross Country vs. 

Olympia 9:00 AM 

PTL Meeting 6:00 PM 

(Childcare provided) 

Chapel 

 

Eastern Illinois  

University Lunch Visit 

HS Golf vs. Meridian 

4:00 PM 
 

HS Volleyball vs. 

Deland Weldon  

7:00 PM 

JH 8th G Basketball vs. 

Dennis 7:00 PM 

7-12 Dress Down Day 

HS Football vs.  

Villa Grove 7:00 PM 

 HS Volleyball vs. 

Warrensburg-Latham 

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

K-8 Chapel, HS Prides Quarter 1 Midterm 

JH Cross Country vs. 

Corpus Christi 4:00 PM 
 

HS Football vs.  

Cerro Gordo 7:00 PM 

 

Chapel 

 

HS Volleyball vs. 

Sangamon Valley  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

JH G Basketball vs.  

Mt. Pulaski  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

 JH Cross Country vs. 

Trinity Bloomington 

9:00 AM 
 

JH Baseball vs. Sullivan 

10:00 AM & 12:00 PM 

LABOR DAY 

No School 

HS Football vs.  

Warrensburg-Latham 

10:00 AM 

 Chapel 

JH Baseball vs.  

Warrensburg-Latham 

4:30 PM 

HS Volleyball  

LSA Invitational  

8:00 AM 

JH Cross Country vs. 

Shelbyville 9:00 AM 

JH Baseball vs.  

Meridian  

10:00 AM & 12:00 PM 

HS Volleyball vs.  

Judah Christian  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

4th-8th Grade  

Girls Basketball Pictures  

3:30 PM 

HS Volleyball vs. 

Arthur  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Normal Calvary  

Christian  

6:00 PM & 7:30 PM 
 

HS Football vs. Arthur 

7:00 PM 

JH Cross Country 

Decatur Festival  

Tournament 9:00 AM 
 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Sangamon Valley  

10:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
 

HS Volleyball  

LOVC Tournament 

TBA 

7-12 Dress Down Day 

Homecoming Assembly 

2:00 PM 

HS Football  

Homecoming Game  

vs. Sangamon Valley 

7:00 PM 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Holy Family  

12:00 PM & 1:00 PM 

Homecoming Dance 

HS Volleyball  

LOVC Tournament 

TBA 

Homecoming Spirit Week Dress Up Days: 
Monday - Tourist Day Tuesday - Twin Day Wednesday - Decade Day 

Thursday - Superhero Day Friday - Spirit Day 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Okaw-Valley  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
 

HS Volleyball  

LOVC Tournament 

TBA 

Chapel JH Cross Country CID 

4:45 PM 

JH G Basketball vs. 

Judah Christian  

6:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

HS Volleyball  

LOVC Tournament 

TBA 

HOM ECOM ING WEEK & WSOY FOOD DRIVE  


