
December 23 - January 2 

NO SCHOOL 
 

December 28 
BBB Holiday Tournament 

Hatton-Northwood - 3:30pm 
 

Thursday, December 29 
GBB vs. Oak Grove  6pm 
BBB Holiday Tournament 

Hatton-Northwood - 8:00pm 
 

Tuesday, January 3 

School Resumes 
BBB @ Barnes County Tourney 

 

Thursday, January 5 
BBB @ Barnes County Tourney 

GBB @ Lisbon  6pm 
 

Friday, January 6 
BBB @ Barnes County Tourney 

 

Saturday, January 7 
BBB & GBB Double Header  

Rothsay - 12:30pm 
 

Monday, January 9 
JHBBB vs. Northern Cass 4:30pm 

GBB vs. Maple River  6pm 
 

Tuesday, January 10 
JHBBB vs. Hankinson 4:30pm 

BBB vs. Oak Grove 6pm 
 

Wednesday, January 11 
School Board Meeting - 5:30pm 

 

Thursday, January 12 
JHBBB vs. Wyndmere 4:30pm 

 

Friday, January 13 
BBB @ Lisbon  6pm 

GBB @ Mayport  6pm 
 

Saturday, January 14 
BBB & GBB Double Header  

vs. LaMoure - 12:30pm 
 

Monday, January 16 

MAKE UP DAY 

Richland Jr/ Sr High School held their 10th annual Colts Care Day on Monday, De-
cember 19.  Students in grades 7-12 took part in several community service projects 
that included: sewing 36 burp rags for the birthing unit at Sanford Hospital; sewing 20 
activity pillows for Richland Elementary Library; baking 40 dozen monster cookies to 
sell with $500 in proceeds going to Gigi's Playhouse; making 50 tie blankets for Pro-
ject Linus; building a shooting stand and bench for the Mooreton Trap Shooting Range; 
packing 1100 lbs (4,400 servings) of pasta for Great Plains Food Bank; caroling and 
delivering 144 plants to 2 area retirement homes; cleaning at the New Life Center; re-
stocking diapers/supplies and sealing windows at the Perry Center in Fargo; and in-
stalling chair/wall rails in the board room. 



Hello Richland, #44, 
 
First and foremost, I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Today for-
mally ends first semester of our school year. When we return in January, high school students 
will start their semester two schedules. Report cards for both buildings will be sent the week of 
January 9. 
 

As we know, we’ve had a rough go of December with the weather. It is 
hard to believe that yesterday was technically the first day of winter. 
With three cancelled school days due to weather, we will now make up 
our three built-in storm days: January 16, April 10, and May 26. We have 
had one virtual day and have that option moving forward, if needed. We 
also have the option to not make up storm days since our school calendar 
exceeds the state minimum by about 15 days (when the hours are added 
up). This decision will be made on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 

With the tough early winter, we have had to make shifts to some bus routes. This means using alternate inclem-
ent weather routes to avoid buses getting stuck. We know this can be inconvenient and we will use them as little 
as possible, but at times find it necessary for student safety. 
 
As we enter second semester and therefore the second half of the school year, we look forward to fun events and 
opportunities for students, as well as the important learning that takes place in Richland #44. Thank you all for 

your support of our school district which in turn benefits our district’s children. Have a 
blessed holiday! 
 
Warmly,  Dr. Gandhi 
       

In addition to the PB&J Fund 

that helps cover extra milk, 

PB&J sandwiches, and seconds 

for families/students in need, 

Richland #44 also has a STU-

DENT SUPPORT FUND.  This 

fund helps those in need above 

and beyond the lunch balances.  From basketball camp to snow boots and 

dress clothes to school fees, this fund helps students (and families) re-

questing financial support.  We encourage everyone who might need a 

little extra help, to consider requesting use of this fund. 

If cost may prevent your child from participating, there are funds available through our 
Student Support Fund to assist with fees and gear. For confidential information please 
contact: Elementary Principal Mrs. Schmitz: staci.schmitz@k12.nd.us 701-553-8321, or 
HS Principal Dr. Gandhi Britney.gandhi@k12.nd.us, 701-372-3713. 

 

Over the past few months, several people have inquired on ways they can help 

support our students.  If interested, this fund (and our PB&J Fund) is always 

accepting donations.  They can be sent to RHS  %Kendra Dockter, Business 

Manager PO Box 49, Colfax, ND 58018, with a note designating the Student 

Support Fund. 

For more info an to apply visit: 
https://www.richland44.com/page/

employment-opportunities 

mailto:staci.schmitz@k12.nd.us
mailto:Britney.gandhi@k12.nd.us
https://www.richland44.com/page/employment-opportunities
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The last few weeks have been challenging with many days of winter storms, but I am incredibly 
proud of the positive spirit demonstrated by our students, staff, parents, and community.   I would 
like to especially thank our bus drivers, Don, Duane, Lenny, and Lindsey, for their efforts to get our 
students to and from school each day in the not-so-great conditions.  We are also so grateful to lo-
cal church groups and other organizations in the community for donating to our lunch program, 
Colts Closet, and helping support families in need this holiday season.  
On behalf of the elementary faculty and staff, we wish you and your family Happy Holidays as we 
conclude the final week of school in 2022.     Best regards, Mrs. Schmitz  

 
*RES held their annual food drive for the Richland/Wilkin Food Pantry. Stu-
dents and staff donated over 500 items throughout the week and student 
leaders delivered the items the week of Thanksgiving.   
 
*2nd graders helped decorate the Aber Community Hall for Christmas. 

*Students performed in the Christmas 
Concert - “Fa La La Land”. 

*Held an all-school assembly focused on our school 
goal to “achieve”.  Students learned about working 
hard, staying determined, and being confident. 

*Students and staff participated in a fun dress up week 
hosted by our student council leaders. 

The Elementary Girls' Basketball Teams wrapped up their 2022 season on November 15 with a pair of wins in 
Lisbon. These athletes worked hard all season and improved their endurance, ball-handling skills, and ability to 
work together as a team.  The 10-player 5th-grade team finished their season with 4 wins and 4 losses and the 6
-player 6th-grade team finished with a record of 3 wins and 5 losses. There was a marked improvement in all 
team members from 
their very first prac-
tice of the season to 
some exciting wins 
in the second half of 
the season!  

 

Coach Vorachek and 
Coach Gowan 



At their December meeting, 4H members learned how ancestry and family tradi-
tions can play into a 4H project.  One example was to share Christmas Traditions 
from other countries.  In the lesson, students learned a little about German Christ-
mas traditions.   
Did you know that hiding a pickle on the Christmas Tree, nutcrackers, and ginger-
bread houses all originated in Germany?    To expand on this topic, 4H members 
competed in a friendly gingerbread house competition.  As a bonus, Cake Decorat-
ing is also a 4H project area, so without even knowing, they covered two project areas at once! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To finish up the meeting, 4Hers made “Thanks a 
Latte” cups filled with candy as a small treat for 
all the staff at Richland #44! 

Newly formed at Richland #44, the Colts Knowledge Bowl Team trav-
eled to Concordia College for their first competition of the year.  
With two teams of 4 and an alternate, the teams did well in their 
first appearance. 
 
Under the coaching of  math teacher Mr. Wang, the team has been 
studying and practicing for a few weeks preparing for competition. 
 
After 4 rounds (that included a written test completed ahead of 
time), Richland placed 2nd and 4th in the Competition. 
 
Congratulations 
to all team 
members for an 
outstanding per-
formance in 
their debut. 
 

 

2nd Place 4th Place 

Facebook voting  revealed group D as the winner!! 



Each month, the high school faculty 
votes on the Rotary Student of the 
Month.  The Student of the Month is 
selected from the junior class.  The 
faculty looks at students who excel in 
many areas including academics, ex-
tra-curricular activities, character, and 
community involvement.  On the third 
Tuesday of the month, students are 
recognized at a luncheon put on by 
the Wahpeton Rotary Club.  Congrat-
ulations to the following on being 
named Student of the Month: 

 Penelope M. 
December SOTM 

Get your 

tickets now! 

$5/ea 

https://our.show/
richland-one-act 
 

Richland #44 
Livestream for 
Many Events 

Richland #44 offers 
livestream through the 
NFHS Network for 
most home events.   
 
NFHS does have 
monthly and yearly 
subscription plans, al-
lowing for unlimited 
streaming of MANY 
events (not just Rich-
land #44). 
 

To sign up for NFHS, 
visit nfhsnetwork.com. 
The NFHS app is also 
available in the 
AppStore. 
 

**Please beware of 
several FAKE stream-
ing links that have 
made their way to Fa-
cebook.  We will only 
post streaming links in 
the original posts and 
never in the comment 
section.** 
 

On Friday, December 3rd, Richland FFA members 
traveled to University of Minnesota Crookston to com-
pete in the Ag and Natural Resources Activities Day. 
The Food Science team of Nick Wulfekuhle (2nd gold), 
Eric Moen (3rd gold), Cora Hermunslie (9th gold), Ka-
lie Boehm (silver) and Cody Boehm (bronze) placed 
1st. Genevieve Ulven (gold), Lila Viele (gold) and Ab-
bie Fischer (silver) placed 7th. Izzy Viele (silver), Car-
son Klein (bronze), Taylor Gowan (bronze) competed 
in Wildlife and placed 15th overall. Wade Gorder and 
Adam Skoog competed in Ag Mechanics, with Gorder 
placing 2nd gold and Skoog placing silver. In Crops, 
Owen Zick placed silver and William Gorder placed 
bronze. Lincoln Hegseth competed in Farm Manage-
ment placing bronze, with Aleda Krenzel competing in Livestock and received bronze.  
 

District Leadership was held at North Dakota State College of Science on December 7th.  The Par-
liamentary Procedure team took 1st and will be competing at state in Bismarck on January 19.  
Officers were Eric Moen (President - 2nd), Nick Wulfekuhle (Vice President - 2nd), Alison Heyen 
(Secretary - 1st), Otto Dockter (Treasurer - 1st gold), Addie Christensen (Reporter - 2nd) and Kalie 
Boehm (Sentinel - 2nd). All officers received a gold rating. Assistant officers included Wade Gor-
der, Isabel Viele, Taylor Gowen, Cody Boehm, and Cora Hermunslie.  Hermunslie competed in 

Demonstration, taking 1st gold, and 
will also be competing at state. Ella 
Weinmann competed in Extemporane-
ous Public Speaking receiving bronze, 
while Addie Christensen competed in 
Employment Skills and placed bronze. 
Wade Gorder (gold), Ali Heyen 
(silver), Izzy Viele (silver), Kalie 
Boehm (bronze) and Nick Wulfekuhle 
(bronze) competed in Advanced Quiz. 
Cody Boehm competed in Greenhand 
Quiz and placed silver. 
 
Congratulations to all these members. 
Richland FFA is excited to see what 
the rest of winter will bring for our 
chapter.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Addie Christensen, Chapter Reporter 

https://our.show/richland-one-act
https://our.show/richland-one-act
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/schools/richland-high-school-colfax-nd


The junior high girls’ basketball team worked very hard this season. We 

didn’t always pull out a win, but I saw a lot of improvement throughout 

the season. During our games, the girls cheered each other on and had 

fun. It was a great season, full of laughter, hard work and perseverance. 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication this season!  

                                                                                        - Coach Kilen 

 

 

For tickets, contact a Richland #44 

Athlete or Coltbacker officer. 

After weather conditions caused the concert 

to be rescheduled, the Jr/Sr High Band and 

Choir Students were able to share their musi-

cal talents on Monday, December 19.  With 

weather and road conditions as they were, the 

atmosphere was truly “winter” like for this 

performance!  Great job, students, on your 

Winter Concert Performance! 



The 2022 Richland Volleyball season was truly one 
to remember for the players and spectators com-
bined. The season started in August with the chal-
lenge of putting the pieces in the right places. We 
were young, but eager to learn, improve and do 
what was best for the team.  

 

The players worked hard all year and ended with an overall record of 
10-22-1. They ended the season by unexpectedly making it to the re-
gional tournament. Richland was the #11 seed going into the regional 
play-in game against the #6 seed Maple River. Showing their perse-
verance and true grit the team took Maple River to five sets and after 
a memorable comeback in the 5th set walked away with the win! 
 

The Colts had a very dedicated pair of seniors who were also the 
team captains. Megan Taszarek and Blake Miller lead the team 
demonstrating their skills along with great leadership on and off the 
court. Josie Skoblik, another senior, was our dedicated statistician. 
 

A few records were broken this year by Megan Taszarek, including 
match aces, career and season 
kills, and career and match 
blocks.  
 
Blake Miller led the team this 
season with aces and assists. She 
was actually just 28 assists short 
of reaching 1000 assists.  Go 
Colts! 

The Elks Hoop Shoot competition was recently held at our 
school during the regular PE classes for students that were 
interested in participating. The Elks Hoop Shoot is a free 
throw shooting contest for children ages 8–13.  
 

One winner from each division advances to the district 
shoot held at the Wahpeton Community Center.  

 

Congratulations to our Local Elks Hoop Shoot winners: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owen E.- Boys 8-9, Hudson R.- Boys 10-11, Jens H.- Boys 12-13, 
Kenley A.- Girls 12-13, Sophie M. - Girls 10-11,  

Addisyn M.- Girls 8-9 
 

We wish the winners the best of luck at the district 
shoot!  If they do well enough at the district level, they 
advance to the state competition in Jamestown at the end 
of January. GOOD LUCK!    
    

Megan T.: All-Region 



 

:    

Thank you to the Richland #44 PTO for sponsoring Missoula Children’s Theater this year.  The students put to-

gether a complete musical in the matter of just 5 days under the direction of two leaders from MCT.  What a 

wonderful experience for everyone involved! 



 

:    

Greetings from the Richland #44 Foundation! 
We’d like to take this month to give an exciting 
update and thank you to our community. The 
Richland #44 Foundation extends a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to everyone who attended, 
planned, worked at, and donated to our Diamond 
on the Prairie event on December 2, 2022 in sup-
port of our future Events and Performing Arts 
Center! Your support helped us raise $525,000 
at the event!  

Fundraising continues, and we would welcome an opportunity 
to answer any questions about the 44 for 44 campaign, end of 
year giving, or to discuss other ways to support the project.   To 
see additional renderings of the project please visit our website: 

https://richland44schoolfoundation.org/news-events/.  This is 
a good way to see what this 25,000 square foot space will look 
like.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Inis Kay 
and Tom Frankl for donating around 17 acres of land next to 
their home east of the school for this facility, it is an ideal loca-
tion to showcase our District. As an attendee at both the Mis-
soula Children’s Theater Hansel and Gretel performance, and 
the highly attended elementary music program, the Foundation 
looks forward to how this facility will further highlight and sup-
port our student body for years to come.  

The Board welcomes any questions and invites you to attend our monthly meetings, the first Wednesday of each 
month at 5pm. The Foundation also looks forward to your future funding requests (form also available on our 
website) in order to fulfill the mission and vision of our organization.  

 

Merry Christmas,  

Megan Kummer, President, Richland #44 Foundation  

Board members: Dr. Britney Gandhi, Nicole Holdman, Dr. Chad Ulven, Scott Johnson, Jenny Schmitt, Dr. Mary Jo Schmid 

Email: richland44foundation@gmail.com 

https://richland44schoolfoundation.org/news-events/


A special thanks to Nadine Julson, LLC for sponsoring 

this program!! 

On Wednesday, December 14, the Richland #44 School Board declared a board vacancy in Area 6 (City of 
Colfax).  The board will accept applications to fill this vacancy.  Applications are due to Kendra Dockter, Busi-

ness Manager, by 4pm on Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

 

Those interested should complete both 
an application and statement of interests 

which can be found on our website at 
https://www.richland44.com/o/rsd/page/
school-board. 

 

The board has requested applicants be 

available for a Q&A on January 11, 
2023 at 5:30pm as they review and con-
sider the applications. 

 

https://www.richland44.com/o/rsd/page/school-board
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After a spirited intro-performance by the Preschool and Kindergartners, Richland Elementary students in grades 1-

6, under the direction of Ms. McKeever, shared a fun story in their Christmas play “Welcome to Fa La La Land”.  

The students filled the gym with wonderful music and great acting.  The perfect way to start the Holiday Season. 

Penny Wars was another fun way for the classes to raise funds for scholarships!  

This year’s winners were the 1st graders and the Freshmen.  They were able to have 

an ice cream sundae as a treat for raising the most money for their class in their 

school. 

Richland #44 Dollars for 

Scholars would like to thank 

all of those that attended our 

annual Vendor and Craft Fair!  

We had a great day with lots 

of shopping and visiting hap-

pening! 

Next up is the February Calendar Raffle!  Be on the lookout for tickets to be sold 

in area businesses, by students or by DFS members!  Once again, we will draw 
each day of February with your name going back in the drawing for more chances 
to win!  The final prize is for $500!  Good Luck!! 



 

**Visit our website: richland44.com 

**Sign up for Daily Announcements 

**Download the Richland #44 mobile App 

**Like us on Facebook 

Greetings from the Richland #44 School Foundation!  
In partnership with the community, the Richland #44 
School Foundation financially supports creative pro-
grams that stimulate excellence in the areas of aca-
demics, the arts, and extra-curricular activities while 
enriching and enhancing the education offered by the 
Richland #44 School District.   
We are excited to announce our partnership with 
Abercrombie/Colfax BIO Girls as our most recent 
Richland #44 Foundation grant recipient.   
BIO Girls~ A request to support BIO Girls was 
approved for $3,165. This grant will support 15 
girls for the 2023 season programming in Aber-
crombie-Colfax. 

 A BIO Girls season is 12 session in-
cluding structured curriculum/lesson, 
small group mentoring physical activity 
and a community service project.  The 
curriculum and hands-on activities are 
developed in-house and revised annual-
ly. It involves healthy relationships, 
managing emotions, kindness, and lead-
ership. BIO Girls   
 

BIO Girls costs total over $11,000 an-
nually.  These costs can include curric-

ulum development, participant journals and volunteer guides, program supplies and 
shipping, participant and volunteer shirts and race registrations an materials, volun-
teer background checks and training, program support and insurance. Revenue for all 
BIO Girls comes from corporate partners, events and grants as well as local business, 
individual sponsors and service revenue derived from participant registration fees. 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: We are pleased to announce the reappointment of 
Jenny Schmitt and Scott Johnson as Richland #44 School Foundation board mem-
bers. Both appointments are a two-year term.  Nicole Holdman will remain as the 
Richland #44 School Board liaison to the Richland #44 Foundation.  

The next Foundation Board meeting is scheduled for January 4 at 5:00pm. 

http://www.richland44.com
https://tinyurl.com/R44announcements

