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 This year, Richland #44 teachers and staff nominated and voted 
amongst their peers for staff of the year awards. 
Congratulations to Dave Pasqual who was named “Richland #44 Staff 
Member of the Year 2021” and to Evonne Viland who was named 

“Richland #44 Teacher of the Year 2021”. 
 

These two were recognized for the hard work and 
commitment to the district!  They were recently pre-
sented with their awards at the March School Board 
meeting.  Congratulations, Dave & Evonne! 

 
 
 

 
 
We would also like to recognize our entire staff here at Rich-
land #44.  Our teachers, administrators, paras, cooks, custo-
dians, office staff, and bus drivers are all great assets to the 
district and we appreciate their work and commitment to 
making sure our students have a great learning environment. 

March 14 is Pi Day!!  According to timeanddate.com “Pi Day is a 
day to celebrate the mathematical constant pi (π) and to eat lots of 
pie. It is celebrated in countries that follow the month/day (m/dd) 
date format, because the digits in the date, March 14 or 3/14, are 
the first three digits of π (3.14). Pi Day was founded by Physicist 
Larry Shaw in 1988”. 

 

Each year our Freshman have a Pie unit in their FCS class.  
Friendly competition is held between groups to put their pie mak-
ing skills to the test!  Today we would like to share some pictures 
in honor of Pi Day 2021! 



Happy (Almost) Spring, Colt Country! 

A year ago, this was our last week of in-person learning for the school year – unbeknownst to 
us, of course. It is hard to believe that we are still living in a COVID world, and while we wish 
we were beyond this I am grateful that we have had a strong semblance of a normal year. My 
priority continues to be student and staff safety coupled with keeping students in school; all de-
cisions are made with those goals in mind.  
 

While our COVID cases remain low, they are still existent.  We continue to have students dis-
tance learning in quarantine due to exposure to COVID-19 or due to testing positive. Students wearing masks pre-
vent them from needing to quarantine if exposed to a positive case. 
 

Our Jr/Sr HS winter sports have wrapped up and we are thankful that spectators were able to watch from the stands 
as well as from the comfort of their homes due to our livestream. Thank you to our coaches for their dedication this 
season, to our activities director Mr. Timm for a smooth winter sports season, and most importantly to our athletes 
for their hard work and commitment. Track started this week and soon we will kick off golf, trap and baseball.  
 

Our musicians competed at the Young Musicians Festival a few weeks ago and came away with six ratings of excel-
lent, five-star ratings, and one outstanding performance. Our speech team continues to excel, competing over sever-
al weekends with the students placing in various events. We are excited to see our speech team return to Richland 
and continue to grow! 
 

Our third quarter will wrap up on March 26. Like each quarter this year, please notify me if you have any transpor-
tation changes. Reports cards for Jr/Sr high students will be sent home. As a reminder, per North Dakota Century 

Code students cannot have more than 20 unexcused absences in a school year (10 per se-
mester). Absences can be excused with a note from an appointment and should be turned in 
to the main office. 

As we head into spring break, I hope you all get some rest, quality family time, and an op-
portunity to enjoy some decent weather. As always, please reach out with any questions, 
concerns, feedback, or simply to connect.          Warmly, Dr. Britney Gandhi 

Mark your calendar for 
THURSDAY, April 1. 
Scherlings will be out to 
take Class Pictures in 
the morning.  We will 
start at the elementary 
school and move to the high school around 10:30am.  
Please make every effort to have your child at school 
that day.  Order forms will be sent at a later date for 
an opportunity to place your order. 

 
Additional pictures that will be 
taken on April 1: 
• Elementary BBB 
• Elementary VB 
• Elementary Band 
• Elementary Student Council 
• Speech 
• Senior Class picture (off site) 

Each month, the high school faculty votes on the 
Rotary Student of the Month.  The Student of 
the Month is selected from the junior class.  The 
faculty looks at students who excel in many are-
as including academics, extra-curricular activi-
ties, character, and community involvement.  On 
the third Tuesday of the month, students are rec-
ognized during a virtual gathering put on by the 
Wahpeton Rotary Club.  Congratulations to the 
following on being named Student of the 
Month: 

 Nick T. 
February SOTM 

 Trinity R. 
March SOTM 



Congratulations to the Richland 44 FFA members who have competed and been suc-
cessful this winter in various online and in-person competitions.  In the last month, 
members have participated in the Richland 44, NDSU Little International/Collegiate 
FFA, Southwest Minnesota State, and Lisbon events.   
  

Twenty-five Richland 44 FFA members competed in the 
Richland 44 FFA Virtual event.  The Small Animal Care 
team placed 2nd with Kiersten B 2nd, Cora H 9th, and 
Tiana.  The Env./Natural Resources, or ENR team took 1st 
place honors with Kiersten B 1st, Eric M 2nd, Nick W 4th, 
Kalie B 8th, and Otto D 10th.  Team #2 received 2nd 
place.  Members included Addie C 5th, Adam S, Trinity R, 
Hannah M, and Elliot B. Team #3 placed 8th and team #4 
took 10th place.  Nick W placed 1st and Kiersten B 2nd in 
Nursery/Landscape as the team captured 1st place.  In Floricul-
ture, Richland 44 placed 3rd with Lila V, Genevieve U, and Ab-
by F.  The Agronomy team of Wade G, Keagan N, Drew G, and 

Emma H took 16th.  In the Ag Mechanics event, Wade G placed 26.    
 
Thirteen members competed at various events during the NDSU Little International/
Collegiate FFA event.  In Hippology, held on campus, Ella W received 10th place.  All 
other events were held virtually.  In ENR, Richland 44 again placed 1st, with team mem-
bers Nick W 1st, Addie C 4th, Eric M 4th, Kiersten B, Kalie B, Trinity R, and Adam 
S.  Wade G, Emma H, and Keagan N placed 13th as a team in Agronomy.  The Small An-
imal Care team of Kiersten B 7th, Cora H 9th, and Tiana S placed 3rd.                
 

Richland 44 FFA members participated in the Southwest Minnesota State University virtual event.  The ENR team #1 
placed 8th.  Eric M led the team along with Addie C, Nick W, Kalie B, and Kiersten B.  ENR Team #2 took 17th, with 
Trinity R, Otto D, and Adam S.  The Small Animal Care team placed 11th with Kiersten 7th, Cora H, and Tiana S.  
 

Wade G and Keagan N also participated at the Lisbon FFA Agronomy event.    

FFA Banquet 

Friday, April 9 - 6:30pm 

Richland High School 

RSVP by April 1st to tony.boehm@k12.nd.us 

Congratulations to our students who competed in the Young Musicians Festival held in Enderlin at the end of 

February! Star ratings were awarded to the Abbie Fischer “The Violet”; Cora Hermunslie “Morning Has Bro-

ken”; 8th grade vocal ensemble “Dream Keeper; 5th grade vocal ensemble “This Land is Your Land”; and 6th 

grade vocal ensemble “Amazing Grace”.  The following performances were 

awarded an Excellent rating:  6th grade vocal group “Homeward Bound”; 7th 

grade trio “A Dream is a Wish Your Heart Makes”; 7th grade duet “Drill Ye 

Tarriers Drill”; 5th grade brass ensemble “Chorale”; 7th grade mixed instru-

ment ensemble “Fable”; and Cora Hermunslie “Cradle Song”.  A special con-

gratulations goes to the JH Trumpet Trio of Genevieve Ulven, Cora Her-

munslie, and Inger Holdman, who came home with an Outstanding Perfor-

mance!  

Way to go, Richland Musicians! 



 

Hello Richland Colts,   
Spring is right around the corner! The warm weather has been so refreshing and I hope you’ve been able 
to enjoy it with your family. Here are a few updates! 
 
“How to Calm Down” and Mindfulness - As the end of the school year is approaching, I have 
wrapped up the “How to Calm Down” unit with K-5. Students learned the Calm Down steps – stop, 
name your feeling, calm down (by belly breathing or using positive self-talk). If you notice your child is 
having strong feelings at home, try to remind them of the Calm Down steps to help them work through 
those feelings. In addition to the Calm Down steps, we have also discussed the science behind our feelings. The amygdala 
determines our emotional response to situations. Situations that are, or may appear threatening, can prompt an immediate 
reaction known as the fight, flight, or freeze response. While it is normal to experience strong feelings, we have been discuss-
ing healthy and unhealthy ways to cope with these strong feelings. Mindfulness is a positive coping strategy that focuses 
one's awareness on the present moment, while calmly acknowledging and accepting one's feelings, thoughts, and bodily sen-
sations – such as breathing.   Ask your child what they thought about the Mindfulness activity we practiced at school!  

 
Conscious Acts of Kindness Week - February 16th – 19th was Conscious Acts of Kindness 
week at Richland Elementary. It was an incredible, fun-filled week including dress up days and 
lessons focused on implementing intentional acts of kindness. Students were asked to write a 
kind act they’ve observed or would commit to doing that week on a leaf. All of the leaves com-
bined made our Kindness Tree come to life! Students were also asked what it meant to Be the 
“I” in Kind and added their handprint to the sign in the lunchroom.  
 

Beat the Odds – Students needed!  - To finish out the year, I will be having one more Beat the Odds drumming group! If 
you have a child in 4th or 5th grade and would love for them to participate, please contact me by March 19th. The drumming 
group will begin on Friday, March 26th and will go until the end of the school year. 
 
Connect with me –  If you need anything at all, I am here for you and your family. I can be reached by phone at  
(701) 428.1513 (call or text), email at laura.baker@k12.nd.us, or on Remind!   You can find the codes for each grade below. 
 

Pre-K Remind:  @a793fd  Kindergarten Remind:  @2eabaaa First Grade Remind:  @688hfgh 
Second Grade Remind:  @g4h9hb Third Grade Remind:  @bkhcga Fourth Grade Remind:  @h36aea 
Fifth Grade Remind:  @27a487  Sixth Grade Remind:  @8738b6 
 
 
Take care and stay well, 
Laura Baker 
Richland Elementary School Counselor    counselingwithmsbaker.weebly.com 

The Richland Elementary School has recently started a Student Council, which is made up 
of two representatives from grades 3 – 6.   Students who were interested in being a part of 
the Student Council completed an application and a short interview with Mrs. Bengtson, 
Ms. Baker, and Ms. Hofmann.   
 

Student Council representatives are:  
3rd Grade: Nathan B and Libbie B   4th Grade: Caleb B and Laiken A  
5th Grade: Ina G and Ashley S   6th Grade: Aleda K and Boden S  
 

The first task this group took on was a fundraiser event  to support a Richland Colts’ family, the Bernhardt’s, 
who had a fire on their property.  Over $200 was raised!!  We want to thank the students, staff, and parents for 
their involvement in this fundraiser.  2nd grade raised the most money, so they get to throw a pie at their class-
room teacher or principal!  
 

Each morning the announcements are read by students in the school.  The Student Council has chosen a quote, 
‘Kindness costs nothing but means everything.’  This is read as the final statement of the morning announce-
ments each day.   
  
The goal of Student Council is to make their school and community a better place.  With the work they are do-
ing, they are right on track with this goal!  

mailto:laura.baker@k12.nd.us


Richland #44 Jr/Sr High School is proud to announce sophomore Addie C., ND, 
was named a 2021 Carson Scholar. The Carson Scholars Fund awards $1,000 col-
lege scholarships to students in grades 4-11 who excel academically and are dedi-
cated to serving their communities. Scholarship winners receive the honor of being 
named “Carson Scholars” and are awarded an Olympic-sized medal and a trophy 
for their school to celebrate their accomplishments.  
 
Addie was nominated by her teachers to compete nationally for this award. Carson 
Scholars must have a minimum GPA of 3.75, epitomize academic excellence, and 
display humanitarian qualities through community service. For more information 
about the Carson Scholars Program, visit www.carsonscholars.org  

The Richland boys basketball team had a rebuilding season. We had an extremely 
young team returning from a state qualifying team that graduated our top 6 players a 
year ago. We had 2 players returning with limited varsity experience and knew it 
would be a challenging year.  

 
The boys had a 1-16 record with a win over Mayville-Portland. 
We had 16 players to start the season and lost 3 to COVID re-
strictions for a month. When they returned, we lost 3 players with 
permanent injuries that ended their seasons. At one point, we had 
11 healthy team members.  
 
We finished 12th in the Region leaving us to take on #5 Northern 
Cass in a play-in game. The boys finished strong in a 70-59 loss that game. We led at halftime 
and trailed by 2 with 2:30 to go in regulation.  
 

The JV squad had a great learning year and ended the season on a 
high note with a win against Maple Valley! 
 
Members of our teams included: Seniors: Gunnar M. & Tommy Z.; 
Juniors: Colten M. & Nick T.;  Sophomores: Kaden C., Teddy F., 
Adam S., Mason S., Hans W., & Tanner Z.; and Freshman Wade G., 
Nicky M., Casyn S., Cody T., Levi U. & Nick W.    
 
Coach Clark stated, “I couldn’t be more proud of this group of 
young men who kept a positive attitude and played hard in every 
game. We will miss Tommy and Gunnar. I would like to thank 
Coach Moline and our managers, Drew G., Kaden S., Mikey H. and 
Preston S., for all their assistance during the season. With a lot of off

-season work 
and more ex-
perience, the 
future looks 
bright for the 
Richland 
Colt boys 
basketball 
program.”  
 
Go Colts! 

http://www.carsonscholars.org/?fbclid=IwAR0hIZeUh_5CuS6UAwUm7PC3Vf53SRmyFKUnrgqhcc6I-Rn_Ya9aMCXdAlA




This is our second month of doing FFA alumni spotlight. Every month the FFA Chapter publishes 
survey questions that were answered by FFA alumni about how they are doing after graduating 
from Richland.    
 

What career are you involved in and what city do you live in? 
 I am currently working as a Psychometrist at Sanford Neuropsychology in Fargo. 
 

What was your education experience?  I graduated from Richland 44 and went on 
to get a degree in Psychology from NDSU 
 

What FFA competitions/ activities were you involved in? 
I was involved in a plethora of CDEs, including Small Animal Care/Vet Science, 
Environmental and Natural Resources, Food Science, Agricultural Communications, the Agrisci-
ence Fair, and Agricultural Sales. I also competed in different LDEs, such as Employment Skills 
and Parliamentary Procedure.  

 

What were other extracurricular activities you were involved in? 
In addition to FFA I was involved in Boy Scouts, 4-H, Student Council, and Close-Up. 
 
How did your school activities prepare you for post high school life? 
I believe FFA and these other activities prepared me for post-high school life in a number of 
ways. Firstly, they gave me the soft-skills such as public speaking and communications that 
allowed me to excel in college and in my career. Additionally, studying for different CDEs 
instilled the work ethic in me that was necessary to be successful post-high school.  
 

What are some words of advice for students? 
Become involved.  Like I said, these organizations gave me the foundation to become suc-
cessful outside of high school. Nothing else would have prepared me in the ways that FFA 
did. Beyond just that, they allowed me to meet some of my best friends to this day. You will 
not regret it.  
 

Favorite memories of FFA 
That’s a hard question. It would have to be a two-way tie. The first being competing at the 
national level with some of the most talented students in the state, and the second would be 
serving as a state officer. Both were not only insanely fun, but also completely impacted the 
person I am today. 

 

Thank you, Caleb for participating in this month’s alumni spotlight!     Submitted by Ella Weinmann 

Sunday 

April 25th 

Please mark your 

calendars and be 

sure to watch for 

more details to 

come soon! 

Caleb is a 2018 Graduate 
of Richland #44.  

Caleb with his girlfriend 
Brianna 

Richland #44 Dollars for Scholars has started a policy this last 
year for Seniors applying for the local scholarships.  Students 
that would like to apply for the local  DFS scholarships need to 
have volunteered four or more times at the Richland #44 Dollars 
for Scholars events with one of those volunteer efforts being in 
their senior year.  Students can start volunteering their 7th grade 
year all the way though to their senior year.  Even though this 
requirement is in place, there are still many scholarships that 
come through our local chapter that students may still qualify for 

along with North Dakota and National DFS scholarships.  So we encourage all seniors to 
fill out the application! If you have a student that has not volunteered yet and is getting 
close to their senior year or will be a senior next year, make sure you watch for events 
and volunteering opportunities through out next school year.  If you have any questions, 
please contact one of the members listed on our website at 
www.richland.dollarsforscholars.org. 
 
 
Also, for those of you hoping for the Bunko 
date….we have decided to postpone this 
event until further notice. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.richland.dollarsforscholars.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKendra.L.Dockter%40k12.nd.us%7Cd68310ab933142f7d1a308d8d9ab28a8%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C637498676430760733%7CUnknown%7C


 

.  

With five 7th graders, and four 8th graders, the junior high boys basket-
ball players joined forces to form one team.  While numbers were low 
and opponents were difficult, the team perse-
vered and enjoyed the season.   

Highlights include a come from behind, 
buzzer beater win over Wyndmere in the 
Hankinson tournament; improvements and 
growth from all players; and camaraderie 
and sportsmanship recognized by visiting 
spectators.  

We look forward to seeing these players 
grow and continue in their basketball career. 

Back: Kasen N, Beck S, Otto D, Jayden M, Coach Ian Frye 
Middle: Julian F, Carson K, Wyatt M, Jr. Coach Bay F. 

Front: Ryder K 

Kindergartners in Mrs. Hudson’s class re-

cently celebrated Dr. Seuss week with dress 

up days, reading many Dr. Seuss stories, and 

making and tasting green eggs and ham! 



Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 

 
 
 
 

March 17-19 
Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 

 
 

April 1 
Class Picture Day 

 
April 2 

Easter Break - NO SCHOOL 

 
 
 

April 7 
Early Release  

Elementary 1:15pm 
High School 1:30pm 

 
 

 

It's time to order the 2021-
2022 Music Parents Com-
munity Calendar! Get all 
school events, local birth-
days, anniversaries and me-
morials, as well as commu-
nity happenings in one 
place. Follow link to order 
and pay online:  

 

https://
richlandmusicpar-
ents.weebly.com/calendar.html?
fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwL
hBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqb
R_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw 




