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Senior Class Attendees 

Junior Class Attendees 

Thank you to the Junior 

Class and class advisor 

Sheila Gunness for planning 

and presenting an amazing 

Prom on April 17, 2021 



 

 

Colt Country, 
 
Happy Spring!  The days are becoming longer and nicer, indicating that our school year 
is in its final quarter. We have many fun events planned for the end of the school year 
like banquets, concerts, field trips, and celebrations. I will continue to plan these events 
to meet local and state guidelines to prioritize student safety and to still have fun and cel-
ebrate students. I know there are many opinions and thoughts on school and hosting 
events at this point in the pandemic, but the priority will always be keeping students in 
school instead of at home.   
 
One of our district’s strategic goals is to implement Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) at both campuses. 
MTSS is a framework that is used to provide targeted support to meet all students’ academic, behavioral, and 
social-emotional needs.  Using a universal screening tool for academics, students are placed into one of three 
tiers; based on those tiers, students are placed into intervention or enrichment groups to further their skills.  Next 
year we will start with reading and the following year we plan to add math. Students in grades 7-10 will be dou-
ble blocked in English and reading in order to meet these needs and to further challenge students reading at or 
above grade level. 
 
We have some incredible staff leaving us next year due to retirement and higher education. Consequently, we 
have been able to hire some wonderful new staff members who will continue their work at Richland #44.  We 
will plan to feature the new staff in the future. 

 
We look forward to having a fantastic final six weeks of school.  Please reach out with 
any questions, thoughts, or simply to chat. My door is always open. 
 
Warmly, 
Dr. Gandhi  

Each month, the high school faculty votes on the Rotary Student 
of the Month.  The Student of the Month is selected from the 
junior class.  The faculty looks at students who excel in many ar-
eas including academics, extra-curricular activities, character, 
and community involvement.  On the third Tuesday of the 
month, students are recognized during a virtual gathering put on 
by the Wahpeton Rotary Club.  Congratulations to the following 
on being named Student of the Month: 

 Megan L.ingen 
April SOTM 

BUILDING USE REQUESTS 
 

As life and routine get back to a new normal, we know requests to 
use school facilities will likely increase.  Whether it is for travel ball, 
events, or meetings, ALL building use requests must be submitted 
online.  We ask that requests be submitted at least two days in ad-
vance to allow for planning purposes. 
All requests are subject to approval by the building principal and will 
be reviewed on a case by case basis.  Those requesting use must fol-
low all building rules, which as of now still includes the use of 
masks.   
 
Select “Request Form” at https://richland44.com/facilities/    

https://richland44.com/facilities/


It’s hard to believe we have entered the final nine weeks of the school year.  As May is ap-
proaching, it will be filled with events to celebrate the end of the 2020-21 school year.  Stu-
dents will go on field trips and events will also take place in individual classrooms.  As al-
ways, safety guidelines will be followed.   

On the evening of May 10, we will welcome Preschool and Kindergarten parents to the 
Richland Elementary School to register their child for the 2021-22 school year.  This will be 
an informative session for parents to learn about the mission of our school, meet the class-
room teachers, and ask any questions.  More information will follow.  

During the first week of May, the RES Student Council will host an event, Crafts for the Community.  Students 
from the elementary school will make art projects which will be delivered to members of our area Community 
Center.  Thank you to Violet and Avery for presenting this idea to the Student Council!  

As the days are getting warmer and the evening sun is lasting a bit longer, I hope everyone is enjoying more time 
outside with your families.   
 
Wishing you well,  

Elicia Hofmann  

The 5th and 6th grade volleyball team had a great sea-
son! The group of girls worked hard to understand the 
fundamentals of the game, learned to be flexible by 
having to adjust to many schedule changes that were 
beyond their control, and came together as a team! 
They were able to play in eight matches, so fortunate-
ly each girl got a lot of playing time. They improved 
immensely, learned a lot, and had fun!  
 

Players include Amelia W., Haven S., Alexa A., 
Janna T., Jozie F., Aleda K., Sophie P., and Ash-
ley S.   

Thank you, girls, for your dedication and hard 
work! 

     -Coaches Dawn Storbakken & Tami Taszarek 



 

 

 
Richland Elementary is currently 
seeking applicants for a Head 
Cook. 
 
Position starts August 2021 
Hours: 6:30am-1:30pm 
Wage:  TBD based on experience 
Benefits: NDPERS Retirement, Sick Leave 
 
Apply at:  https://richland44.com/employment-opportunities/ 

 

NO SCHOOL 
 

Friday 
 April 30 

Did you know that you can subscribe to 
the Colt Connection?  If you would like 
each issue mailed to you, we ask for a $10 
donation each year to cover the cost of 

postage.  You can also subscribe to have each issue emailed to you 
by emailing Kendra at:    

Kendra.L.Dockter@k12.nd.us  

For convenience, we also place copies throughout the community.  
You can find the Colt Connection at Colfax Express, Aber Grocery, 
Red River Communications, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Galchutt 
Lutheran Church, the post offices in Abercrombie, Colfax, and Chris-
tine, and at both the elementary and high school offices. 

You will find current and past newsletters on our school website by 
clicking on the “Newsletter Tab” at:                                                                   
https://richland44.com/newsletter/ 

The Richland Colts 5th and 6th grade basketball teams just completed their 

2021 season on April 12. What began as a ripple of chaos in February, de-

veloped into a tidal wave of potential by April. Throughout the season the 

boys were focused on learning and then strengthening the fundamental 

skills necessary to succeed in the game. At times practices got tough. Lad-

ders were run, push ups were pushed, and the Ladder of Pain was con-

quered. And through it all, no one gave up. Everyone came 

back for the love of the game.  

In live games, the players learned the value of having teammates, working together to break 

through defenses and clamping down offenses. There was plenty of excitement with steals, 

breakaways, blocks, three-pointers, and (the crowd favorite) buzzer-beaters. 

Whether traveling away or playing on our home court the boys continued to 

grow more confident. They experienced the satisfaction of victory and the moti-

vation to be better that comes with defeat. The team laughed together, struggled 

together, and grew together while enjoying the game of basketball. Colts bas-

ketball has a bright future with this 

class of players. This season was a 

great beginning for the team they will 

become.  6th Grade Team 

5th Grade Team 

https://richland44.com/employment-opportunities/
https://richland44.com/newsletter/


 JV Girls Basketball 
Record: 8 wins - 8 losses 

Leading Scorers: Megan Taszarek (14 ppg) and 
Blake Miller (10 ppg) 

 

Varsity Girls Basketball  

Record: 10 wins - 11 losses 

Leading scorer: Megan Roob (20.2 ppg) 

All Region team: Megan Roob  

ND Class B Second Team All-State:  Megan Roob 

 

Coaches Comments: 

• We played a challenging schedule against many of the 
state's top programs. 

• Our defensive intensity improved significantly as the season 
progressed. We held one team scoreless for an entire quarter of 
basketball. 

• One of my biggest goals as a coach was to enhance basket-
ball IQ this season. We tried different ways to play the game. 
Some ways worked well. Others did not. Some were met with 
player resistance. And some need more practice. 

• The key to future success will 
be time invested on skill develop-
ment, strength training and condi-
tioning in the off-season. 

• I'm grateful for the players 
who showed respect and re-
mained positive on and off the 
court. 

Seniors McKenzie J. & Rylee H. 



BIO Girls Abercrombie is kicking off their 3rd season in the Richland 44 district this 
year!    This year we will meet at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Colfax.  Our mission is to 
improve self-esteem in adolescent girls through the empowerment of self and service to oth-
ers.   
 
About BIO Girls:  Our BIO Girls site meets for 12 weeks with 90 minute sessions — 
each session combines life-skills lessons, Christian non-denominational devotions, small-
group mentoring and non-competitive physical activity. BIO Girls is an outcome-based 
program. The BIO Girls program is proven through independent research to improve:  Health-Related Quali-
ty of Life, Physical Well-Being, Emotional Well-Being, Self-Esteem, Family Life, and School Life 

 
How to get your daughter involved:  Registration starts 
April 20-26 and is online at www.biogirls.org/register    
BIO Girls has a "pay as you can" model for registration 
fees.  More information regarding registration and fees can 
be found at https://www.biogirls.org/registration-faq 
 
 

Our season starts May 18 - we meet weekly on Tuesdays from 5:30-7pm at 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Colfax 
All season details can be found online at www.biogirls.org 
For more information or questions, please contact Anna Marohl at annama-
rohl@gmail.com or call 320-815-9433   

This is our third month of doing FFA alumni spotlight. Every month the 
FFA Chapter publishes survey questions that were answered by FFA 
alumni about how they are doing after graduating from Richland. 
“Spotlights” are completed and submitted by FFA member, Ella Wein-
mann    This month’s Alumni Spotlight:  Faith (Hestdalen) Rieger 

What career are you involved in?  I am the 2nd grade teacher at Rich-
land Elementary 

What is your education experience?  After graduating from Richland 
I went to MSUM.  There I earned a bachelor’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education.  In December 2019 I graduated from NDSU with my master’s degree in Educational Lead-
ership. 

What FFA competitions/activities were you involved in?  I was part of the first ever Food Science Team!!  I be-
lieve we took 5th at the National Convention that year.  I also did crop judging.  I was the chapters President for a 
year too!  The most impactful opportunity I had through FFA was being able to host a Russian exchange student 
in our home for a month.  Then I was able travel to Russia and stay with another family for a month.  It was a 
once in a lifetime experience.  I got to travel the world and see and experience several things that I would never 
have dreamed, and all at the age of 15.  

What other school activities were you involved in?  I played volleyball and basketball 
for some of my high school career, I worked on the year book, was a member of the 
student council and helped with set design for a play. 

How did your school activities prepare you for post-high school life?  My involve-
ment in FFA helped me to gain confidence in myself.  Through FFA I had the chance 
to travel across the country and the world.  I learned how to form new relationships 
with people from all walks of life.  I also learned how to be a part of team.  It is so 
important in life to know how to communicate and collaborate with your peers.  

Words of advice for students?  Keep a gratitude journal and write down three things 
you are thankful for each day.  You will be surprised at how it will change your out-
look life! 

Favorite memories of FFA?  Definitely traveling!!  Trips to Bismarck, National Con-
vention in Louisville and Russia!! 

Faith with her husband Jessie, and 
children Eli & Evie 

Faith, pictured with Mr. Boehm, is a 
2002 Graduate of Richland #44.  

http://www.biogirls.org/register
https://www.biogirls.org/registration-faq
http://www.biogirls.org
mailto:annamarohl@gmail.com
mailto:annamarohl@gmail.com


12th Grade  - A Honor Roll 
Kiersten Boehm 
Rylee Hendrickson 
Samantha Hendrickson 
McKenzie Johnson 
Kaden Schroeder 
Thomas Zander 
  
 

12th Grade—B Honor Roll 
Sawyer Brown 
Gunnar Miller 
Nate Mjoness 
Chase Schmitt 
Ellie Storbakken 
   
11th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Drew Gunness   
Emma Heyen   
Keagan Neppl   
Noah Pfeiff   
Ethan Schnellbach 
Madison Syvertsen 
  
 

11th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Megan Lingen 
Hannah Malaterre 
Colten Mickelson 
Trinity Ringdahl 
Megan Roob 
Nicholas Thompson 
10th Grade - A Honor Roll 

Shandi Callenius   
Addie Christensen 
Teddy Flaa  
Blake Miller   
Mason Storbakken  
Megan Taszarek   
Kennedi Wagner   
Hans Weinmann  
Tanner Zander  
 

10th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Elliot Beito 
Kaden Carlson 
Carli Niemi 
Skylar Olson 
Tiana Schroeder 
Adam Skoog 
Logan Stebleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9th Grade - A Honor Roll  
Patrick Boyle 
Ashlyn Brown   
Wade Gorder 
Jewel Harland   
Alison Heyen   
Penelope Miranowski 
Nick Mjoness  
Eric Moen 
Bradyn Stockert 
Casyn Syvertsen   
Cody Thompson   
Levi Ulven   
Isabel Viele   
Brooks von Ruden  
Ella Weinmann   
Nicholas Wulfekuhle  
 

 

9th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Ryley Flaa 
Michael Hopping   
 

8th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Kalie Boehm 
Lily Davis 
Otto Dockter 
Emma Erdahl 
Cora Hermunslie 
Inger Holdman 
Lillian Miranowski 
Emma Schnellbach 
Alayna Schmitt 

8th Grade - B Honor Roll 
TeAnna Anderson 
Julianne Baker 
Daniel Clark 
Logan Freadrich 
Julian Frye 
Sydney Loff 
McKayla Stebleton 
 

7th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Abbie Fischer 
Jaci Foley 
Kylie Kummer 
Carter Pfeiff 
Sadie Mickelson 
Wyatt Miller 
Beck Schmitt 
Ethan Skoog 
Hannah Storbakken 
Genevieve Ulven 
Lila Viele 
 

7th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Ava Bernstein 
Brezlyn Callenius 
Josie Davis 
Mallory Gunness 
Carson Klein 
Jayden Miller 
Kasen Neppl 

It’s that time of year!  Letters and pins have been 
awarded and now is the perfect time to get your 
letterman’s jacket!  We have some on hand and 

can get you yours today!  Cost:  $185 

It's time to order the 2021

-2022 Music Parents 

Community Calendar! 

Get all school events, lo-

cal birthdays, anniver-

saries and memorials, as 

well as community hap-

penings in one place. Fol-

low link to order and pay 

online:  

https://

richlandmusicpar-

ents.weebly.com/

calendar.html?

fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORw

LhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tp

mqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw 

https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw
https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html?fbclid=IwAR0PVPa77r3jORwLhBNdS86H8r7VP0ucpV5tpmqbR_jViKXxjSzhoXcrSuw


Be sure to watch our Facebook page for 

the  Class of 2021 “WHO AM I” series. 

2 fun facts will be shared with the Senior 

classmate being revealed the next day 

The Richland 
Elementary tra-
dition of 2nd 
grade Penguin 
Parents contin-
ued this year 
with students in 
Mr. Wuori and 
Mrs. Rieger’s 
classes!  

Scherling Photography will be out for Spring group 
pictures on Thursday, May 6.  We ask that all ath-
letes, club members, and participants in the follow-
ing groups please save this date! 
 
Band       Golf         Hoofbeat 
Choir      Baseball       Gaming & Coding Club 
FFA       Yearbook      Honor Society 
FCCLA      SOTM         Student Council 

The Lucky Leaf 4H Club recently did a community 

service project cleaning up areas in Colfax!  On a 

beautiful Saturday in April the club helped clean up 

at Richland #44 High School, Our Saviors Lutheran 

Church, and the pool yard.  Thank you, 4Hers for 

your help making the town look great! 



https://

forms.gle/7CEKepAEyQ8b

WDLV9 

https://forms.gle/7CEKepAEyQ8bWDLV9
https://forms.gle/7CEKepAEyQ8bWDLV9
https://forms.gle/7CEKepAEyQ8bWDLV9


Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 

Volunteer Opportunity 

If you are looking for a 
great opportunity to         

volunteer your time, please 
consider helping with the 

spring cleaning at the       
Aber Museum                 

Friday April 30                    
8 am - 4pm.  

The Aber Museum, Park and Pavilion will be open for the       
season May 29 - Sept. 6, 2021.   For more information, 

please contact Mr. Krueger at 701-730-0093.  

*Opening 

Soon! 

The Richland #44 Foundation has an exciting op-
portunity it is currently exploring for a potential 
new facility. The Foundation is seeking volun-
teers to serve on the exploratory committee. If 
you have an interest in volunteering your time to 
assist the foundation in looking at facility oppor-
tunities and options, please reach out to Amy 
Lehmann at amyjmlee@gmail.com or Nicole 
Holdman at rostadholdman@gmail.com The co-
chairs would like to select the committee mem-
bers by April 30.  

mailto:amyjmlee@gmail.com
mailto:rostadholdman@gmail.com

