
 

 
Saturday, February 5 

PTO 5th/6th BB Tourney 
 

Monday, February 7 
GBB @ Central Cass 

BBB @ LaMoure 
 

Tuesday, February 8 
JHBBB @ Northern Cass 

BBB vs. Enderlin 
 

Wednesday, February 9 
School Board Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 10 

BBB vs. Oakes 
 

Friday, February 11 
Coffee with Kids 

JHBBB vs. Oak Grove 
 

Monday, February 14 
JHBBB @ Tri-state 

BBB @ Central Cass 
 

Tuesday, February 15 
JHBBB @ Oriska 
BBB vs. Hillsboro 

 
Wednesday, February 16 

DFS Meeting 
PTO Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 17 
GBB Play-in game 

 
Monday, February 21 

NO SCHOOL 

The 9th annual Colts Care Community Service Day was held on December 22. 

 

Student Council, FFA, and FCCLA organizations organize this day filled with 
numerous community service opportunities for our students to participate in.  
This years list included: 
*Making 40 tie blankets for Project Linus 

*Caroling at Heritage Square, Harper Heights, and 
Charleston 1 & 2 in West Fargo 
*Donating wool socks, wrapped gifts, and cards to 
New Life Center 
*Building a Free Little Library to travel the com-
munities in Colt Country 
*Making treat plates for RHS staff 
*Constructing storage closets at RHS 
*Removing and replacing of Chem Lab storage in 
the Science room 
 

*Making 1,200 sugar cookies to donate 
to the Great Plains Food Bank                               
*Packing 2,520 lbs (10,080 servings) 
of pasta for Great Plains Food Bank 
*Delivering 198 plants to local nursing 
homes 
*Building diaper storage shelving for 
the Perry Center in Fargo 
*Making and selling 45 dozen monster 
cookies with proceeds of $400 donated 
to Gigi’s Playhouse. 

The day ended with students 
enjoying a round of bowling 
in Fargo before winter 
break. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated, organized, and 
made this community ser-
vice day possible. 
 



Hello Colt Country! 
 

We are well under way into 2nd semester, which marks the halfway mark of our school year. 
The cold temps and severe weather aren’t keeping us from a great school year and many activ-
ities that our students love and in which they excel. We are nearing the end of the regular sea-
son of high school girls’ basketball with regionals taking placing February 21-24. Junior high 
boys have had a fun season and will wrap up on February 15, with our high school boys taking us into March. 
The speech team has had several great meets with many top placements, and two students already qualified for 
state! 

Unfortunately, this winter has not been a mild one. To keep students safe and keep our buses running well, we 
are creating backup bus routes (“Plan B”) for severe weather and/or poor road conditions. Bus drivers will reach 
out to all families currently riding buses to communicate where your backup stop will be. Drivers can choose to 
shift to Route Plan B based on their route’s roads conditions, or it might be a district-wide Route Plan B that day.  

Additionally, I want to remind our community about the legislature’s Days to Hours bill that passed a few years 
ago. Per this law, school districts are no longer required to have a certain number of school days but rather a min-
imum number of hours. The purpose of the bill was to give districts flexibility with the calendar (particularly 
around professional development) and help in years with many storm days. We exceed the minimum number of 
hours but still want to make up instructional time with students. Therefore, we build in makeup days into the cal-
endar but if we have a year in which we have many storm days then we may not make all of them up. 

We are in need of substitutes for both teachers and paraprofessionals!  To get a substitute teacher license in 
North Dakota requires 48 hours of college coursework and an $85 license fee. Our district has decided to pay the 
fee, for which we are very grateful. Please contact me with any questions about this process. Paraprofessional 
subs require a background check through the school but no additional requirements. Even if you can help just 
occasionally, we would love to have you on our sub list!  To apply for a teacher sub license, go to https://
www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/license-information/substitute-license.  

 
Thank you, parents, for continuing to entrust us with your children’s safety and education. 
It is the greatest honor and privilege to be able to work with them every day. 
 

Warmly,  Britney Gandhi 

We are seeking substitute teachers 
 

Pay is $120 a day plus school lunch. 
 

 

ND substitute teaching licenses require:  
- 48 hours of college coursework (degree not required) 
- Background check 
- Online application 
- $85 fee (school district will cover this fee, contact Dr. Gandhi for more details) 
 

 

Please contact our office if you are interested  
and help us spread the word! 
 

Elementary office: 701-553-8321 
Jr/Sr HS office: 701-372-3713 

**There is school Feb. 18 
due to a Storm Makeup day 

https://www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/license-information/substitute-license
https://www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/license-information/substitute-license


Happy 2022 New Year! 
 
We hope that you were able to take some time away from the hustle and bustle of daily life 
and enjoy one another during winter break. The students and staff at the elementary school 
started the new year by selecting a “One Word Intention"- a single word resolution that can be 
an inspiration throughout the new year (focus, brave, joy, etc.).  Reflecting on the past and 
imagining the future is a way we encouraged students and staff find inspiration in 2022. 
 
This second semester will fly by, so please make sure you stay involved in your child’s education.  Support 
them by checking their backpacks every night, asking about their day, and staying in communication with the 
school.  It is critical to have positive contact with your child’s teacher as we know that there is a correlation 
between parent involvement and student performance.  Students need to know that their parents and teachers 
have a working relationship that is focused on their learning.  This sets the expectation for students that every-
one wants to see them succeed in their educational career.  I encourage you to stay in contact with your child’s 
teacher to foster that working relationship.   
 
Thank you for your continued support.  We look forward to 
the amazing things that will be happening this second semes-
ter including seeing many of you during upcoming events.   
 
Warmest Regards,  Mrs. Schmitz  

Our first Coffee with Kids was a huge success and we are 
excited to invite you to the next event on February 11 

Mrs. Rieger’s class visited the community center to decorate the valen-
tine tree and socialize with community members.  They played games 
and assembled puzzles. 

Each day we have our 
students lead the morning 
announcements to set the 

day up for success. 



Each month, the high school fac-
ulty votes on the Rotary Student 
of the Month.  The Student of the 
Month is selected from the junior 
class.  The faculty looks at stu-
dents who excel in many areas 
including academics, extra-
curricular activities, character, 
and community involvement.  On 
the third Tuesday of the month, 
students are recognized during a 
gathering put on by the Wahpeton 
Rotary Club.  Congratulations to 
the following on being named 
Student of the Month: 

 Carli N. 
January SOTM 

Greetings!  I am not sure where January went, but here we are! I 
think the snow is beautiful when I don’t have to go anywhere!! 
 
In January, we focused on choosing an intention word for the 
year.  An intention word is a single word that can be an inspiration 
or focus throughout the new year.  It can be a word that reminds 
you of something you want to work on or improve upon, or some-
thing you need more of in life to be happy. I have included a pic-
ture of the bulletin board where the whole school, even staff, 
wrote their intention word as a reminder throughout the month.  
You may want to choose one too! 
 
In February, we will be focusing on Random Acts of Kindness. Look for details to 
be shared with you soon for the upcoming celebration during the week of February 
11-18 to promote kindness at home and at school.  Large group classes will be 
learning about how kind acts help others and make people feel good. The Lucky 
Ducks lunch group will continue with 5th and 6th graders this month. Students al-
ways tend to remark that it is so quiet compared to the cafeteria.  As always, if you 
have questions, concerns or want to know more about the counseling program at 
Richland Elementary School, I am only a phone call or an email away.  
 
Bobbi Jo Jelinek,  RES School Counselor 

 Kennedi W. 
February SOTM 

Weinmann WINS 

state Oratorical 

Contest! 

Each year, American Le-

gion Posts across the coun-

try host an Oratorical Con-

test where students are giv-

en an opportunity to speak 

their thoughts regarding the 

role, the resultant duties, 

and obligations of US citi-

zens to their government.  

Students write and present 

this in speech format at the 

contest. 

Galchutt Legion Post #282 

hosted the District 10 com-

petition in early December 

where Weinmann won and 

advanced to the state com-

petition.   

On January 29, she compet-

ed at the state level and  

took 1st, advancing to the 

national competition in In-

dianapolis this April. 

Congratulations, Ella, and 

an outstanding job, and 

GOOD LUCK in the next 

level of competition! 



Students at Richland #44 recently competed in the Elks Hoop Shoot.  The Local Competition was held during 
regular PE classes for students that were interested in participating.  The Elks Hoop Shoot is a free throw shoot-
ing contest for children ages 8-13. 
 

One winner from each division at Richland 
Elementary advanced to the district shoot 
held in Wahpeton on January 15th.  Local 
winners were:   
 

Girls 8-9: Avery G. 
Boys 8-9: Harvey F 
Girls 10-11: Bianca B. 
Boys 10-11: Colton D. 
Girls 12-13: Aleda K. 
Boys 12-13: Conner K. 
 

Richland had a great representation at the 
district level with all students doing very well.   Both Avery G. and Conner K. won their divisions on January 
15th and advanced to the state competition in Jamestown on January 29th.   
 

After several tie breakers for 3rd place, Conner K took an overall placing of 4th in the boys 12-13 category.   
 

With an outstanding 23 out of 25 free throws, Avery G. took first in the Girls 8-9 division and advances to the 
multi-state level in March held in Rapid City. 
 
Great job, to all of our participants!  And good luck, 
Avery, in this next level of competition! 

New COLTS GEAR has arrived and is 
in stock, ready to purchase! 
You can find items in our ONLINE 
STORE to purchase or stop in at the 
district office. 
 
Like many places, sizes and quantities 
were limited to order due to supply 
chain delays; however, we do have a 
great stock of items for every Richland 
fan!! 
 
Visit our store at:   
https://forms.gle/GrrnUMzMSonXtYdv7 

https://forms.gle/GrrnUMzMSonXtYdv7


 

What do we do when the weather is too cold 

to build a snowman outside?  We make them 

during gym class! 

Richland Elementary 6th grade students 

built “equipment snowmen” using their cre-

ative and collaboration skills. 

Did you know that you can subscribe to the Colt Connection?  If you 
would like each issue mailed to you, we ask for a $10 donation each 
year to cover the cost of postage.  Or you can subscribe to have each 
issue emailed to you by emailing Kendra at:    

Kendra.L.Dockter@k12.nd.us  
 

For convenience, we also place copies throughout the community.  You 
can find the Colt Connection at Colfax Express, Aber Grocery, Red 
River Communications, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Galchutt Lutheran 
Church, the Post Offices in Abercrombie, Colfax, and Christine, and at 
both the Elementary and High School Offices. 

 

You will find current and past newsletters on our school website by 
clicking on the “News Tab” at www.richland44.com.  

http://www.richland44.com


 

“We are the Colts, and we’re Mighty, Mighty” - this chant is familiar to Colts 
fans from years past and is the perfect way to describe our speech team!  While 
the group may be small in numbers, they are mighty in their passion and perfor-
mance! 
 

With three meets under their belt, members have placed numerous times, and 
one group already qualifying for State!  Lily D. & Emma E. earned their way to 
the State Speech meet with a 1st place finish in Humorous Duo at the Enderlin 
meet in January.  Great job, Girls! 
 

Also, congratulations to all members of the team for fantastic finishes at these meets: 
 
Valley City Meet: Bradyn S. - 4th, Humorous Interp. 
 

Enderlin Meet: Grayson M & Ethan S. - 7th in Humorous Duo; Ella W & Bradyn S - 
6th in Humorous Duo; Emma E - 6th in Dramatic Interp.; Brady S - 5th in Humorous 
Interp.; Brady S - 4th in Impromptu; Ella W - 2nd in Persuade 
 

North Sargent Meet: Grayson M - Top Novice in Humorous Interp; Grayson M & 
Ethan S - 8th in Humorous Duo; and McKayla S - 5th in Persuade 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

Did you know STATIC 
ELECTRICITY DAY is 

held each year on         
January 9? 

 
Students in Mr. Neagbour’s 
Physical Science class recently 
learned all about Static Elec-
tricity with everyone’s favorite 
experiment: 
the Van de Graaff generator!! 



The Lucky Leaf 4H Club has been busy the last couple months! 
 

At the December meeting, 4Hers learned an easy 4 ingredient cookie reci-
pe to share during the holidays. 
 

In January, Lincoln Hegseth planned a fun field trip to the SWAT Head-
quarters in Fargo.  The tour and presentation gave an inside look at equip-
ment used and how training and processes work in critical situations.   A 
special thank you to Mike Sanden for taking time to host us on site! 

 

Most recently, in February, 
Wade Gorder planned a great 
tour for our group to Giants 
Seeds in Wahpeton.  We were 
able to see how everyone’s 
favorite summer time snack is processed and packaged.  Interesting to learn 
what a cashew looks like prior to harvest, and even got a sneak peak at  new 
packaging that will be released soon.  Everyone left with complimentary 
dill pickle cashews and sunflower seeds in their flavor of choice!  Thank 
you to our tour guide Kristen Mumm and Giants Seeds for this opportunity. 

We are very excited to an-
nounce the start up of the 
Lucky Leaf Archery Club.  
This group meets each Sun-
day evening to practice ar-
chery in preparation for their 
first competition coming up 
in March.  More details to 
come soon! 

 

Sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4BABAD2FA0F49-spring 

Blankets are available and in 
stock to purchase!! 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F5080F4BABAD2FA0F49-spring&data=04%7C01%7CKendra.L.Dockter%40k12.nd.us%7C8a1dc1b72cae4466158b08d9e7211185%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C637794951524778


Vintage school            

items wanted!! 

Coltbackers would like to feature 

the schools that made Richland 

#44 what it is today! 

GALCHUTT GOPHERS 

ABER ARROWS 

CHRISTINE SCHOOL 

COLFAX PHEASANTS 

NORTH CENTRAL PHEASANTS 

EAGLE SCHOOL DIST. EAGLES 

RICHLAND #44 COLTS 

We are hoping to find vintage uni-
forms, photos, and memorabilia to 
feature on display or replicate.  If you 
have any items you are willing to do-
nate or borrow for this dedication, 
please call 701-372-3713; email  
Kendra.L.Dockter@k12.nd.us; or 
contact any Coltbacker  officer for 
more details. 

Kendra Dockter - President 
Jenny Schmitt - Vice President 

Tami Taszarek - Secretary 
Tom Wulfekuhle - Treasurer 



All of our basketball teams have had some exciting games this winter.  If you have not already done so, be sure to 
catch our Colts teams on the court.  Either in person or by watching the livestream! 
 

The seasons are quickly coming to a close.  Upcoming schedules include: 
 

Saturday, February 5:  Girls BB @ LaMoure  4:30pm JV; 6:00pm Varsity 
Monday, February 7:  Boys BB @ LaMoure   6:00pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
   Girls BB @ Central Cass  6:00pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
Tuesday, February 8: Boys BB @ Richland vs. Enderlin   6pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
Thursday, February 10: Boys BB @ Richland vs. Oakes  6pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
Friday, February 11:  Junior High Boys BB @ Richland vs. Oak Grove  4:30pm 
Monday, February 14: Junior High Boys BB @ Tri-State  4:30pm 
     Boys BB @ Central Cass  6:00pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
Tuesday, February 15:  Junior High Boys BB @ Oriska 4:30pm 
     Boys BB @ Richland vs. Hillsboro  6:00pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity 
Thursday, February 17: Girls BB Regional Play-in game  TBD 
Friday, February 25:  Boys BB @ Richland vs. Wyndmere/Lidgerwood  6:00pm JV; 7:30pm Varsity  (Parent’s Night) 

Tuesday, March 1: Boys BB Regional Ply-in game  TBD 

The Junior High Girls wrapped up their basketball season in 
December.  Coached by Jodi Kilen, the girls took on many 
opponents, improving their skills as the season progressed.   

With a short season, early in the winter, these girls are done 
for the year but are anxious for next year.   

Good job, Lady Colts! 



 

Our buildings continue to be available 
for outside use, but as requests for 
school facility use has increased, we 
have updated our request process 
slightly to be more efficient. 

A new calendar is now available to 
show when facilities are in use.  This 
will help the requester in advance know 
which days are open before a request is made.   

Our process will continue with requests needing to be submitted at 
least 48 hours in advance via our online request form.  Once re-
quests are received, a building administrator will email you with 
approval or questions.   

Access the building use request form AND calendar on our web-
site under Departments, then Facilities, and then Building Use Re-
quest or go directly to:  https://richland44.com/districtbuildinguse/ 

Students at Richland #44 recently competed 
in grade level competition to advance to the 
County Spelling Bee on February 9 held in 
Wahpeton.   
 
5th Grade: Evie Roth 
6th Grade: Jordan Hulne 
7th Grade: Cody Boehm 
8th Grade: Ethan Skoog 

 
GOOD LUCK, STUDENTS! 

Register at: https://forms.gle/eJbvse9rPYPLsqQNA  

**BUILDING USE REQUESTS ** 

https://richland44.com/districtbuildinguse/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FeJbvse9rPYPLsqQNA&data=04%7C01%7CKendra.L.Dockter%40k12.nd.us%7C8a1dc1b72cae4466158b08d9e7211185%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C637794951524778348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs


Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 


