
 

 
 
 
 

April 30 

PROM 
 

Thursday, May 5 
Elementary Spring Concert 

7pm @ RHS 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
School Board Meeting 

5:30pm 
 

Thursday, May 12 
Jr/Sr High Spring Concert 

7pm @ RHS 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
Senior Recognition Night 

7pm @ RHS 
 

Sunday, May 22 
Baccalaureate 

 
Sunday, May 29 

Graduation 2pm 
 
 

 
 

 

This year, Richland #44 teachers and staff 
nominated and voted amongst their peers for 
staff of the year awards. 

Congratulations to Sheri 
Braunberger who was 
named “Richland #44 
Staff Member of the 
Year 2022” and to Faith 
Rieger who was named 
“Richland #44 Teacher 
of the Year 2022”. 

These two were recognized for their hard work and 
commitment to the district!  They were recently pre-
sented with their awards at the April School Board 
meeting.  Congratulations, Sheri & Faith! 

 

We would also like to recognize our 
entire staff here at Richland #44.  Our 
teachers, administrators, paras, cooks, 
custodians, office staff, and bus driv-
ers are all great assets to the district 
and we appreciate their work and 
commitment to making sure our stu-
dents have a great learning environ-
ment. 

After taking 1st place in the Chapter in Review Senior Division category at the 

District level, “Cookies for a Cause”  placed 2nd at the state level and qualified 

for nationals! 

 

Congratulations to Inger H, 

Lily M, and Sydney L who 

will compete in the national 

FCCLA STAR event compe-

tition in San Diego this June! 

 



Greetings Colt Country! 
 
Where has the year gone? It is hard to believe that we have just over five weeks of school left 
this school year. In the spirit of spring (and still hoping for better weather), I will share some 
spring celebrations this month. 
 

-Our speech team heads to state this weekend! Congratulations to our entire speech team 
on a wonderful season and good luck at state to Emma E, Popi M, Lily D, and Ella W.  

-FCCLA is headed to nationals in San Diego this summer! 9th graders Inger H, Sydney L and Lily M won 2nd 
place in last week’s FCCLA state competition for their demonstration of “Cookies for a Cause”, earning 
their trip to the national competition.  

-Our music team is headed to state on May 7: congratulations and good luck to our flute trio comprised of 
Addie C, Skylar O and Josie S 

-Ella W. won the state’s American Legion Oratorical Contest and moves on to the national competition in 
Indianapolis later this month. Good luck Ella! 

-FFA held their annual banquet and swore in new officers. Congratulations to the District 5 proficiency 
award finalists: Kiersten B (AgriScience Research), Emma H (Beef Production), Drew G (Diversified 
Crop Production), Trinity R (Equine Entrepreneur), Keagan N (Fruit Production), Rylee H (Landscape 
Management), and Adam S (Turf Grass Management). 

-We returned to the Acalympics after several years which was hosted at Northern Cass last month. Thank 
you to our new math teacher Mr. Wang for helping our team return, and to our competitors Ethan S, Nick 
W, Chia B, Addie C and Mikey H 

-We have loved hosting our four exchange students this semester and look forward to them participating in 
our graduation ceremony.  

 
This week high school upperclassmen selected their 2022-2023 class schedules. There are many elective options 
for students both on campus and with online or dual credit options. We are implementing some additional re-
quirements for dual credit classes to ensure students are successful in these classes that require students to work 
autonomously and independently. I encourage students and parents to ask me any questions with interest. 
 
We are excited about the upcoming events and celebrations for our seniors including Senior Recognition Night 
on May 17 and graduation on May 29. We have a fantastic group of graduates, and this is such a special time for 
them as they finish out their time at Richland. 
 

We hope you all have a great last quarter of the school year; as always, please reach out 
with questions, concerns, or suggestions.  Go Colts! 

 

-Dr. Gandhi  

Each month, the high school fac-
ulty votes on the Rotary Student 
of the Month.  The Student of the 
Month is selected from the junior 
class.  The faculty looks at stu-
dents who excel in many areas 
including academics, extra-
curricular activities, character, 
and community involvement.  On 
the third Tuesday of the month, 
students are recognized during a 
gathering put on by the Wahpeton 
Rotary Club.  Congratulations to 
the following on being named 
Student of the Month: 

 Teddy F. 
April SOTM 

Be sure to watch our Facebook page for 

the  Class of 2022 “WHO AM I” series. 

2 fun facts will be shared with the Senior 

classmate being revealed the next day 



Richland Elementary shared a loving tribute to former Richland employee, Denise Plecity.  Denise worked at 
Richland Elementary for 25 years as head cook and then para.  She was an integral member of our elementary 
family and her loss will be felt deeply.   

The video tribute can be found on 
YouTube by clicking HERE. 

In memory of Denise, the entire school was invited to 
wear Purple, her favorite color. 

The 2nd grade tradition 

of penguin parents 

continues at Richland 

#44!  Students in Mrs. 

Rieger’s second grade 

class learned all about 

penguins and shared 

their research with a 

presentation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GYCmSl1U88


Our FFA Chapter publishes survey questions that are answered by FFA alumni about how 
they are doing after graduating from Richland. “Spotlights” are completed and submitted by 
FFA member, Ella W.   This month’s Alumni Spotlight:  Robert Vallie 

Robert is a 2008 graduate of Richland #44.  After high school, he went on to get his Juris 
Doctorate (AKA Law Degree) and is currently an attorney in Fargo, ND. 

What FFA competitions/activities were you involved in?  Extemporaneous Public Speaking, 

Ag Communications, Ag Sales.  

What other school activities were you involved in?  Speech, Debate, Student Congress, Amer-

ican Legion Oratorical Contest, Band,  Theatre/plays.  

How did your school activities prepare you for post-high school life? In the courtroom, con-

veying a complex legal issue, or convincing a jury why you are right requires more than just 

a fancy suit and a million dollar smile. It requires research, preparation, critical evaluation 

and being able to convey the problem in a way that anyone can understand. The activities I did in high school gave me the 

foundational skills to accomplish all of that and have the confidence to achieve the result I am pursuing. 

Words of advice for students:  1.  Apply for as many college scholarships and do as many college credits as you can in 

school. Doing a little work before you graduate can mean walking into your first day of college with a semester of credits 

done with thousands of dollars saved. Your parents (and your bank account) will thank you! 

2. When in doubt, just be kind. An act of kindness-opening a door for someone, talking through a 

problem with a friend, or saying hello to the new kid-can be a powerful thing. They usually do not re-

quire much of you and at the end of the day are the right thing to do. The end result of that kind act, 

can help someone get through a bad day, or keep pushing forward. People never forget when a kind 

act is done for them and the universe always pays it back when you need it most. 

Favorite memory of FFA:  Laughing the entire evening with Mr. Boehm and my Ag Communications 

team at the awards banquet when we competed at the National Convention. The Kansas team made it 

a memorable evening for all of us. 

The Lucky Leaf 4H Club recently did a community service 

project cleaning up the school yard in Colfax.  On one of 

the few nice days we have had in April, the club helped 

clean up garbage, leaves, and flower beds.  Thank you, 

4Hers, for your help making the school yard look great! 



Our elementary students have been busy prepar-

ing for the upcoming Spring Concert and are ex-

cited to share their talents on Thursday, May 5. 

First grade students have also been learning the 

basics of playing guitar and piano! 

Richland Elementary is 

excited that Coffee with 

Kids could return this 

year!  With hopes of 

warmer weather, in 

March they celebrated 

with a fun Beach Day 

theme! 

Scherling Photography will be out for Spring 
group pictures on Wednesday, May 11.  We 
ask that all athletes, club members, and par-
ticipants in the following groups to please 
save this date! 

Golf         SOTM FFA  Band/Choir  

Track        FCCLA      Student Council 



There are several opportunities for youth to stay active this summer.  Richland #44 coaches will be organizing various sports 
camps this summer.   

Girls Basketball June 27-June 30   - Register HERE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boys Basketball   
Elementary & JH: MORE INFO COMING SOON  

JV/Varsity Team Camp @ NDSU  June 9-10 
JV/Varsity Team Camp @ MSUM  June 22-23 

 

Football 
Elementary Football Opportunities:  MORE INFO COMING SOON 

Varsity Team Camp @ SDSU - June 28-29 
Varsity Team Camp @ U of M (Morris) - July 18-20 

 

Volleyball  
Team League - Monday evenings at Richland High School  June 6 - July 11  

Richland Camp (Hosted by Mayville State)  Grades K-12:   June 1-2 
Team Camp - June 16-17 in Aberdeen, SD 

Website for                    

“All things basketball” 

at Richland #44 

Richland #44 Coltbackers are happy to 

announce a new website for all things 

basketball at Richland #44.  This site 

will serve as a hub for information on 

youth basketball programming, camp 

opportunities, travel ball tips/hints, and 

other information as it becomes availa-

ble.   

 

Click HERE to see this new website! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJNUgiT2GcRDgIUArEcfOzqG8iTxvKXAHgVufask-Z3DxXRw/viewform
https://richland44basketball.weebly.com/


This semester we have hosted four exchange students in our school and have loved getting to know them while 
sharing our Richland Colt culture. These brave young ladies traveled across the globe from their homes and have 
learned so much in their time in the US. Their first day of school in January involved a snowy bus ride in chal-
lenging weather… and two had never seen snow before! All four girls will participate in our graduation ceremony 
and will depart the US on June 5. Thank you to Carol, Chia, Fabia and Lari for spending your study abroad expe-
rience with us in Colt Country! 

Name:  Carol 
Age: 17 
Hometown: Sao Paulo, Brazil 
(population: 12 million) 
Family in Brazil: Edson (father), Mar-
cia (mother), Gabriela (sister), and Gus-
tavo (brother) 
Language spoken: Portuguese, English, 
some Spanish 
Favorite American food: peanut butter 
and jelly 
Least favorite American food: Pop 

Tarts and Twizzlers. “Twizzlers are so gross!” 
Most surprising thing about the US: We don’t go home for 
lunch here. 
Best experience so far: Hockey. “Everything snow related 
since we don’t have snow in Brazil!” 
Biggest challenge: Budgeting on my own for the first time 
Favorite school memory: Going to Richland basketball 
games. 
“Through my exchange program I have learned to grow from 
my experiences. I have become independent.” 

Name:  Chia 
Age: 17 
Hometown: Cividate, Italy (rural town of 
3,000) 
Family in Italy: Simona (mother), To-
mas (father), Matteo (brother, 13) 
Language spoken: Italian, English, some 
Spanish 
Favorite American food: Chips and 
queso 
Least favorite American food: Any-
thing with cinnamon even cinnamon rolls 

Most surprising thing about the US: Drinks refills are free 
here. Also everyone has a lot of pets. 
Best experience so far: Going to prom at Fargo South 
Biggest challenge: Learning English, and learning how to do 
my own laundry 
Favorite thing about school: Sports (Chia is on the track 
team), the teachers are so nice, and no dress code. 

Name:  Lari 
Age: 18 
Hometown: Curitiba, Brazil (about 2 mil-
lion people) 
Family in Brazil: Marcos (father), Joelma 
(mother), and Henrique (brother, 13) 
Language spoken: Portuguese, English, 
basic Spanish 
Favorite American food: Knoephla soup, 
chips and queso 
Least favorite American food: Mac and 
cheese and snacks. “America is the country 

of snack food.” 
Most surprising thing about the US: Everything is practical, 
like food is packaged and industrialized. 
Best experience so far: “We went on a ride along with the cops 
because our host mom has a friend who is a cop. I felt like I was 
in CSI or Criminal Minds!” 
Biggest challenge: Food  
Favorite thing about school: Schools sports are more recog-
nized and valued here. 

Name:  Fabia 
Age: 16 
Hometown: Munich, Germany 
(population: 1.4 million) 
Family in Germany: Thorsten (father), 
Annette (mother), Lucia (sister, 14) 
Language spoken: German, English, 
French, some Latin 
Favorite American food: Peanut butter 
& jelly, lots of snacks like Taqis, chip-
pers and pretzel chips 
Least favorite American food: There is 

too much cheese everywhere. “In Foods class everyone 
wanted to put cheese on their bruschetta.” 
Most surprising thing about the US: Expensive food and 
eating in the car. “My parents would freak out if I did that at 
home.” 
Best experience so 
far: Snowmobiling 
in Grand Forks. “I 
like to go to Sioux 
games.” 
Biggest challenge: 
Living on my own 



Richland Elementary Spring Concert 

Thursday, May 5  

7pm @ Richland High School 

 

Richland Jr/Sr High Spring Concert 

Thursday, May 12  

7pm @ Richland High School 

The elementary boys basketball teams 

wrapped up their season earlier this month.  

With a seven man 5th grade team, the group 

pulled together and had some very exciting 

wins on their record! 

6th grade saw improvements throughout the 

season as they worked on their teamwork, 

defense, and shooting.   

Coaches Ian Frye and Jamie Nordick lead 

these teams with encouragement and 

knowledge to help all players grow in their 

skills. 

GO COLTS!! 

Download information & 

shot tracker HERE 

https://richland44basketball.weebly.com/bb-shot-club.html


https://forms.gle/

dR3JSJiniq1xE7F57  

https://forms.gle/dR3JSJiniq1xE7F57
https://forms.gle/dR3JSJiniq1xE7F57


The 2022-2023 school year calendar was approved at the March 

2022 school board meeting.  To help with your planning needs, you 

can access the calendar on our website at www.richland44.com/

academic-calendar-2/ 

This is a reminder that even with FREE MEALS this 
year provided by USDA, some students may still have 
an outstanding lunch balance.  Extra milk, PB&J’s, and 
seconds are NOT covered under the USDA free meal 
program.  You can check your child’s balance on Pow-
erSchool, in eFunds, or by contacting the school office.   

The 5th and 6th grade volleyball team had a great sea-
son! The group of girls learned about the fundamentals 
of the game, worked hard to improve their skills, and 
had fun working as a team. We had over 20 matches and 
the team were able to work with each other to have posi-
tive results, even on the long game nights. It was such a 
fantastic season! 
 
Thank you, girls, for your dedication and hard work! 

http://www.richland44.com/academic-calendar-2/
http://www.richland44.com/academic-calendar-2/


The Richland #44 FFA chapter held their annual banquet earlier this 

month.  It was a great event to showcase the knowledge and leadership 

these FFA members have.   

A great meal, many awards, and a slideshow of this years events made 

this a wonderful evening for FFA members, parents, FFA alumni, and 

local supporters of the FFA chapter.  Congratulations to the 2022-2023 

officer team that was announced: 

This spring, four Richland students had the opportunity to train for and compete in the ABLE Games, the region’s 
first inclusive fitness competition. Seniors Colton and Ethan and freshmen Cora and TeAnna trained for this in 
their PE classes and attended practices in Casselton with area students, TNT Fitness staff, and ABLE Games Co-
Founder Connor McGovern of the NY Jets. They also completed the intense two-day competition at the Veterans 
Memorial Arena on April 9-10.  

For more information about the ABLE Games, visit https://ablegames.org/.     

Back Row:  Cody B: Assistant Treasurer; Alison H: Secretary; Nick W: 

Vice President;   Wade G: Community Relations; Otto D:  Treasurer; 

Kalie Boehm: Sentinel 

Front Row:  Taylor G: Assistant Reporter;  Addie C: Reporter; Isabel 

V: Assistant Secretary;  Cora H:  Assistant Sentinel; Eric M: President 

https://ablegames.org/


Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 

FCS is SEW fun!!  Students in 8th grade FCS class recently 

completed their sewing project.  Students picked color 

themes of their choice and learned all the basic sewing skills 

to complete this project. 


