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 The Student of the Month 
award for March goes to Me-
gan Taszarek.  She believes that 
English is her area of academic 
strength.
 Megan is a talented athlete 
and participates in volleyball and 
trap. She has played basketball for 
many years as well. This year she 
served as one of the captains for 
the varsity volleyball team  and 
earned the Offensive MVP award 
at the end of the season.  Megan 
has also been named to the All 
Region volleyball team for the past 
two years. 
 In addition to athletics, Me-
gan is a member of student coun-
cil, Close UP, and FCCLA. She is 
currently serving as VP of Records 
for Richland’s FCCLA chapter.
 Megan shares her love of 
volleyball by helping with the 
volleyball buddies program each 
year.  She also volunteers to work 
at Richland’s junior high volleyball 
tournaments and has helped with 
the fifth and sixth grade volleyball 
teams in the past.
 Congrats, Megan!

 

             Teddy Flaa,  April SOTM 

 Theodore Flaa was named the 
April Student of the Month.  He be-
lieves that physical education and 
history are his areas of academic 
strength.
 Teddy is a talented three sport 
athlete. He participates in football, 
basketball, and golf. This past fall 
Teddy was a valuable member of 
the football team and earned All 
Region honors for his efforts on 
the field. He has played basketball 
since his early elementary years 
and has been a varsity starter for 
the Colts the past two years. He 
was named “Hardest Worker” 
during his sophomore year. Ted-
dy has also been a part of the golf 
team since it began here at RHS 
and is a strong team leader who 
consistently places in the top twen-
ty at golf meets.
 During the summers, Teddy 
keeps busy attending speed and 
strength, basketball, and football 
camps. He also has worked for 
Galchutt Seed and Red River Com-
munications and plans to work for 
Galchutt Seed again this summer.
 Congratulations, Teddy!

 

  Megan Taszarek, March SOTM              Skylar Olson,  May SOTM 

 The Student of the Month 
award for May goes to Skylar Ol-
son.  She believes that English and 
design are her two areas of academ-
ic strength.
 Skylar is a talented musician. 
She is a member of Richland’s band 
where she plays the flute. Skylar 
recently earned a star in a flute trio 
at the regional music contest and 
qualified to the state competition. 
She also participates in pep band.
 In addition to music, Skylar 
is involved in many extra curricu-
lar activities here at RHS. She is a 
member of both The Hoofbeat and 
yearbook staffs along with Rich-
land’s student council. This past fall 
Skylar was a valuable member of 
the tech crew for the school’s pro-
duction of the musical Annie. She 
also participates in FFA and will be 
attending the ND State FFA Con-
vention in June.
 Outside of school, Skylar 
keeps busy with a part-time job.  
She is currently working at Old 
Navy and has been employed by 
McDonald’s in past years.
 Congrats, Skylar!



Nicholas Jerome
Thompson

Bay Townes
Frye

Madison Arlene
Syvertsen

Pet Peeve:
People who interrupt me
What is one thing you can’t live 
without?
Sweatshirts
Favorite foods:
Mashed potatoes, veggies, and fruit
Favorite store:
Target
Favorite sport:
Volleyball
Favorite childhood toys:
Bratz dolls and my kitchen/house
What was your favorite class at 
RHS?
Algebra II with Ms. Sheldon
Vacation spot of choice:
Greece
What is something you absolutely 
hate?
Spiders
What do you believe is your 
greatest achievement?
Not quitting and staying positive 
throughout my injury in volleyball  
What is the coolest thing you’ve 
ever owned?
Apple watch
What is one thing most people 
don’t know about you?
I’m somewhat of a bookworm.  I 
collect books and like reading.
Who has been a big influence in 
your high school life?
My mother because she always en-
courages me to do my school work

Pet Peeves: 
Chewing with your mouth open and 
scratching a fork on a plate
What was your most embarrass-
ing moment?
When I pooped my pants in seventh 
grade
Favorite foods:
Mac and cheese and buffalo wings
Favorite sport:
Baseball
Favorite TV show:
Yellowstone
Favorite childhood toy:
BB gun
What was your favorite grade at 
RHS?
10th grade
What was your favorite class at 
RHS?
P.E.
Vacation spot of choice:
Medora
What is the weirdest thing about 
you?
I have a heart shaped birthmark
What is something you absolutely 
hate?
Shrimp
What do you believe are your 
greatest achievements?
Earning All-Region for football and 
making it to state in track
If you had a million to blow, what 
would you spend it on?
Hunting gear and a new vehicle

Pet Peeves:
Chewing with mouth open and 
country music
What was your most embarrass-
ing moment?
Running into a locker while 
talking to someone
What is one thing you can’t live 
without?
Hoodies
Favorite food:
Chicken wings
Favorite sports:
Basketball and soccer
What was your favorite grade?
Sophomore year
What was your favorite class at 
RHS?
Foods with Mrs. Braunberger
Vacation spot of choice:
Australia
What is your favorite free time 
activity?
Making mac and cheese
What is something you absolute-
ly hate?
Mealworms
What is your worst fear?
Spiders
What do you think the best part 
of graduating will be?
Putting that cool hat on
What is something you don’t 
leave home without?
Clothes 2page
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Ethan Michael
Schnellbach

Skylar James
Young

Noah Peter
Pfeiff

Advice to underclassmen:
Enjoy your time in high school be-
cause it goes fast
What is one thing you can’t live 
without?
Food
Favorite food:
Chicken strips
Favorite actor:
Adam Sandler
Favorite store:
Fleet Farm
Favorite sport:
Hockey
What has been your favorite 
grade at RHS?
Senior year
What were your favorite classes 
at RHS?
Ag classes
Vacation spot of choice:
Alaska
What is the bigget thing you’ve 
gotten in trouble for?
Speeding
What is something you absolutely 
hate?
Wasting time
What is your worst fear?
The Kool-Aid Man
What sport would you like our 
schol to add?
Lacrosse
What is something you don’t 
leave home without?
My wallet

Where do you think you will be 
in five years?
Working
Advice to underclassmen:
Listen to your teachers
What is one thing you can’t live 
without?
Monster (the drink)
Favorite food:
Catfish
Favorite actors:
Clint Eastwood and Lee Van 
Cleef
Favorite store:
Boot Barn
Favorite sport to watch:
Basketball
Favorite show to watch:
Western Champlin
Favorite movie:
Dirty Harry -- “Do I feel lucky? 
Well, do ya, punk?”
Favorite cartoon character?
Jimmy Pesto from Bob’s Burgers
What was your favorite class at 
RHS?
PE with Mr. Moline
What do you believe is your 
greatest achievement?
Vo-tech
What would your dream car 
be?
Dodge Cummins
What are two things you don’t 
leave home without?
My phone and a hat

Pet Peeve:
Grown adults who act like children
Favorite food:
Eggs
Favorite actor:
Paul Walker
Favorite store:
Any place with car parts
Favorite movies:
Fast and Furious series
What was your favorite class at 
RHS?  Why?
Guitar -- the teacher and classmates 
were chill
Vacation spot of choice:
Tokyo, Japan
What are your favorite free time 
activities?
Going for a drive, playing video 
games, and playing guitar
What is something you absolutely 
hate?
Ignorance
If you could change the school 
colors, what would you change 
them to?
Black and red
What is the coolest thing you’ve 
ever owned?
My Eclipse
What do you think the best part 
of graduating will be?
Getting rid of high school drama
What is something you don’t 
leave home without?
My phone



 Senior Trivia
1.  How many of this year’s se-
niors attended kindergarten at 
Richland Elementary?

 2.  Who is the tallest member of 
the senior class?

 3.  Who is the shortest member 
of the senior class?

 4.  Which senior weighed the 
most when he/she was born?

5.  Which senior weighed the 
least when he/she was born?

 6.   How many of this year’s 
seniors are left handed?

 7.   How many of this year’s se-
niors wear glasses or contacts?

 8.   How many of this year’s 
seniors have NEVER broken a 
bone?

9.  Which senior was born in 
Montana?

10.  Which three seniors have all 
broken their nose?

11.  Which senior hates choco-
late?

12.  Which senior hates grilled 
cheese?

13.  Which senior likes to learn 
about dinosaurs?

14.  Which senior can touch his/
her tounge to his/her nose?

15. Which senior can roll his/her 
stomach and burp on command?

16.  Which senior has had a lac-
erated liver?

 ~ Answers can be found on pg 7 ~

Most Likely to Succeed: Emma   Drew

Most Athletic:   Megan R   Nick
  
Most Artistic:   Dacey    Bay

Most Musical:   Hannah   Skylar
            
Worst Driver:   Megan R    Colten

Biggest Nonconformist: Dacey/Trinity  Bay
 
Most Talkative:         Hannah   Ethan

Most School Spirit:         Emma/Keagan  Colten

Class Clown:   Madison   Colten

Best Dressed:   Keagan/Megan L Bay

Nicest Smile:   Emma   Noah

Nicest Eyes:   Keagan    Colten

Best Sense of Humor: Megan R   Bay/Colten

Funniest Laugh:  Hannah/Madison  Drew’s dad

Best Dancer:    Megan L   Ethan

Most Outgoing:  Megan R   Colten

Most Energetic:  Madison       Ethan

Class Flirt:   Hannah   Noah

Coolest Hair:   Trinity/Megan L  Ethan/Colten

Hall Wanderer:   Madison   Ethan

Best Manners:   Emma    Drew
 
Most Lovable:   Emma/Megan L  Ethan

Always Late:   Megan L   Bay
 
Most Organized:  Keagan    Drew

Most Mischievous:  Trinity   Bay

Senior Hall of Fame



Trinity Ringdahl -- NDSCS
Agriculture

Megan Roob -- MSUM
Physical and Health Education

Ethan Schnellbach--  NDSCS
Automotive

Madison Syvertsen -- NDSCS
Business Management

Nicholas Thompson--  VCSU 
Exercise Science

Dacey Willprecht -- NDSCS
Nursing

Skylar Young --  NDSCS
Precision Machining

Senior Plans
Bay Frye --  NDSCS 
Finance

Drew Gunness -- NDSCS
Farm Management

Emma Heyen -- VCSU 
Elementary Education

Megan Lingen -- NDSCS 
Dental Hygeine

Hannah Malaterre -- NDSCS 
Nursing

Colten Mickelson --  NDSCS
Agronomy

Keagan Neppl -- NDSCS 
Business Management

Noah Pfeiff --  NDSCS
Welding Technology

by:  Emma Heyen

    Congratulations, Class of 2022!

Flower: Yellow Ranunculus
   

Quote: “Our lives are be-
fore us, our past is behind 
us, our memories are forever 
within us”

Colors: Light blue, yellow, 
black, and silver

       2022 Prom



Close Up Crew Visits DC 
& New York City

  Waiting for the Metro in DC

 Bright and early on Sunday, 
April 3 nine seniors headed to the 
Fargo airport to start their Close 
Up adventure with advisor, Mrs. 
Stenseth. This year’s group in-
cluded Bay Frye, Drew Gunness, 
Emma Heyen, Megan Lingen, Han-
nah Malaterre, Noah Pfeiff, Trinity 
Ringdahl, Megan Roob, and Madi-
son Syvertsen.  After experiencing 
some scary turbulence when we 
landed in Washington DC, we were 
all excited to get off the airplane 
and finally start our adventures af-
ter three years of fundraising.
 Our days in DC were jam 
packed full of memorials and work-
shops. Places we visited included 
the Jefferson Memorial, the FDR 
Memorial, the Martin Luther King 
Jr Memorial, the Lincoln Memori-
al, the Korean Memorial, and the 
Vietnam Memorial, just to name a 
few. We also saw the White House 
and visited Arlington Cemetery 
twice.   
 We were in luck and the cher-
ry blossoms were in bloom while 
we were in DC. They were simply 
beautiful. We also met a lot of fun 
people on our trip. Our big Close 
Up group had people from Califor-
nia, Florida, Georgia, Washington 
state, Alaska, Minnesota, Montana, 
South Dakota, and North Dakota. 
 Mrs. Stenseth took us off 
program one day while we were 
in DC. We saw the White House, 
Ford’s Theater, and the House 
Where Lincoln Died. We also went 
to the National Air and Space Mu-
seum where we saw lots of planes 
and including the Enola Gay. That 
night we went to Old Town Alex-
andria and ate at Buggy’s Pizza, 
which was delicious. The Close Up 
program keeps you busy every min-
ute of the day so going off program 
with Mrs. Stenseth was a relaxing 

and extra fun time.
 On the sixth day of the trip, 
we woke up excited because we 
were heading to New York City! 
This was the part of the trip many 
of our Richland group had been 
looking forward to the most. When 
we arrived in New York, we went 
to Central Park and then to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Our 
hotel in NYC was very fancy and it 
overlooked Time Square. On Fri-
day night we ate at Bubba Gump 
Shrimp and then walked to the New 
Amsterdam Theater to see the play 
Aladdin, which was amazing.
 On Saturday we visited the 
Statue of Liberty and took the ferry 
to Ellis Island. We then visited the 
Financial District and the Brook-
lyn Bridge and got to do a little 
shopping. We ate supper at a place 
called Puglia in Little Italy where 
the food, singing, and chair dancing 
were fantastic. We ended the night 
at the top of Rockefeller Center. 
One of the best parts of the trip was 
seeing New York City at night from 
the top of the Rock. It is something 
I will never forget.
 Before we had to head to the 
airport on Sunday, we got to spend 
time exploring and shopping in 
Time Square. We returned home to 
North Dakota, exhausted but filled 
with fun memories of a trip we will 
never forget.
 A big thank-you goes out to 
our advisor, Mrs. Stenseth, who 
made this trip possible. This was 
her sixteenth Close Up trip. Be-
cause of Mrs. Stenseth’s hard work 
and dedication, one hundred and 
sixty-four Richland students visit-
ed DC and New York over the past 
years. Thanks for helping so many 
students broaden their horizons, 
Mrs. Stenseth!

by:  Emma Heyen
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1.  Eleven of this year’s seniors 
attended kindergarten at Rich-
land Elementary.

2.  Bay Frye is the tallest senior.  
He is 6’ 1.”

3.  Dacey Willprecht is the short-
est senior.  She is 5’ 2.”

4.  Emma Heyen was the biggest 
baby.  She weighed 9 pounds, 10 
ounces.  

5.  Dacey Willprecht was the 
smallest baby.  She weighed 4 
pounds, 12 ounces.

6.  Megan Roob is the only 
left-handed senior.

7.  Six seniors wear glasses or 
contacts.

8.  Nine seniors have never bro-
ken a bone.

9.  Bay Frye was born in Mon-
tana.

10.  Megan Roob, Trinity Ring-
dahl, and Hannah Malaterre have 
all broken their noses.
  
11.  Hannah Malaterre hates 
chocolate.
  
12.  Emma Heyen hates grilled 
cheese.

13.  Nick Thompson likes to 
learn about dinosauers.

14.  Keagan Neppl can touch her 
tongue to her nose.

15.  Megan Roob can roll her 
stomach and burp on command.

16.  Colten Mickelson has had a 
lacerated liver.

Senior Trivia
Answers

National 
Technical 
Honor Society  To qualify for the Vitalant 

Hero Cord, students must have 
either donated blood at least four 
times or participated as volun-
teers in a school or community 
blood drive four times during 
the course of their high school 
career. 
  By giving so much of 
themselves to serve others, these 
students demonstrate that they 
are focused on improving the 
world around them and with 
Hero Cords, they are recognized 
for their willingness to help the 
community and encouraged to 
continue in the path of service 
and helpfulness for the rest of 
their lives. 
  The Hero Cord represents 
more than just a student’s dona-
tion to life; it also symbolizes 
their giving nature and the po-
tential they have to change the 
world for the better. 
  It is with great appreciation 
that we recognize the following 
students for their dedication to 
this cause: 
 
Emma Heyen

Megan Lingen

Hannah Malaterre

Colten Mickelson

Keagan Neppl

Noah Pfeiff

Trinity Ringdahl

Megan Roob

Seniors Earn 
Hero Cord

 Keagan Neppl, Nick 
Thompson, and Emma Heyen 
were inducted into the Nation-
al Technical Honor Society at a 
ceremony held in Wyndmere on 
April 27.  
 The mission of the NTHS 
is to honor student achievement 
and leadership in career and 
technical education and to pro-
mote educational excellence. 
Keagan and Emma were nom-
inated for their achievements 
in agricultural education while 
Nick was nominated for his lead-
achievement in his EMT classes.  
 Only twenty-two students 
from the Southeast Region were 
selected for this honor. 
 Congratulations, Keagan, 
Nick, and Emma!
 

       506 Dakota Ave   Wahpeton, ND
                   (701) 642-8146



Management - Rylee Hendrickson, 
and Turfgrass Management - Adam 
Skoog. It was also announced that 
Keagan Neppl and Emma Heyen 
earned their State FFA Degrees 
which will be awarded at this year’s 
state convention.
 On April 28, Richland 44 FFA 
hosted an AgriScience Career Day 
event.  Fifteen members compet-
ed in the AgriScience Fair.  Addie 
Christensen received first place, 
Kalie Boehm took second, Cody 
Boehm earned third, and Tanner 
Zander placed fourth.  In the Agri-
Science poster competition, 20 
members participated with Carter 
Pfieff placing first, Mallory Gunness 
taking second, and Kylie Kummer 
earning third.
 Next up for the chapter is the 
ND State FFA Convention which 
will be held June 6-9 at NDSU.  
Good luck to all who are competing 
at state.
 

8page

26th Annual FFA Ban-
quet & Spring Activities
 On April 1, 2022, Richland 44 
FFA held its 26th annual banquet. 
Current members, family, friends 
and alumni attended. At the ban-
quet the 2021-2022 officer team 
finished up their year. This team 
included President Eric Moen, Vice 
President Nick Wulfekuhle, Secre-
tary Emma Heyen, Assistant Secre-
tary Alison Heyen, Treasurer Otto 
Dockter, Assistant Treasurer Kea-
gan Neppl, Reporter Addie Chris-
tensen, Assistant Reporter Ella 
Weinmann, Sentinel Kalie Boehm, 
Assistant Sentinel Hannah Mala-
terre and Community Relations 
Wade Gorder. 
 The newly elected 2022-2023 
officer team includes President 
Eric Moen, Vice President Nick 
Wulfekuhle, Secretary Alison Hey-
en, Assistant Secretary Isabel Viele, 
Treasurer Otto Dockter, Assistant 
Treasurer Cody Boehm, Reporter 
Addie Christensen, Assistant Re-
porter Taylor Gowan, Sentinel Ka-
lie Boehm, Assistant Sentinel Cora 
Hermunslie and Community Rela-
tions Wade Gorder. 

 At the banquet, a variety of 
awards were handed out to mem-
bers, including ones for Career 
Development Events, District 
Leadership Events, and Degree 
pins. Outstanding chapter mem-
bers this year were Star Discovery 
Cody Boehm, Star Greenhand 
Kalie Boehm, Outstanding Sopho-
more Nick Wulfekuhle, Outstand-
ing Junior Addie Christensen and 
Dekalb Award Emma Heyen. Also 
at the banquet, this year the chap-
ter awarded the Honorary Chapter 
Degree to Mark Gorder for his 
continued support. In addition, 
seniors Emma Heyen and Keagan 
Neppl were awarded scholarships 
from the Richland 44 FFA Alum-
ni.
 Since the banquet, the 
State FFA Proficiency finalists 
have been announced.  Finalists 
from Richland 44 FFA include 
the following: Agriscience Re-
search - Kiersten Boehm, Diver-
sified Crop Production - Drew 
Gunness, Equine Entrepreneur 
- Trinity Ringdahl, Landscape 

by:  Addie Christensen

Incoming and outgoing FFA officer teams along with state FFA president
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 On April 23, Richland’s 
2022 speech season came to a 
close. This year was a very suc-
cessful season, with four mem-
bers qualifying for state, two of 
which qualified in both of their 
events. Jackie and Dylan Hovind 
once again coached the speech 
team. This is their third year 
coaching at Richland and both 
have extensive experience judg-
ing at speech meets. There were 
seven members on this year’s 
team.
 This year everyone was 
required to participate in two 
events. Ella Weinmann competed 
with a persuade called “Cancel 
the Constitution” and in a seri-
ous dramatic duo with Popi Mi-
ranowski. Ella state qualified in 
persuade early in the season at 
Maple River and Ella and Popi 
state qualified at regionals with 
their piece “Abandoned” by 
Laurie Allen. Despite qualifying 
in both events, Ella was unable 
to attend state as she was at the 
national finals for the American 
Legion Oratorical Contest. Along 
with qualifying in her serious 
dramatic duo, Popi also qualified 
in impromptu at the Lisbon meet. 
She then went on to compete in 
Mandan at the state competition 
where she made it to the final 
round and placed ninth overall. 

Four RHS Speech Members 
Qualify to State Tournament

 Lily Davis and Emma Er-
dahl qualified to state with their 
duo “Sink or Swim” at the sea-
son’s first meet in Enderlin. Apart 
from the humorous duo, Lily 
also competed in storytelling and 
Emma competed in dramatic in-
terpretation. Although they didn’t 
make the final round at state, the 
girls performed well.
 During the season, McKayla 
Stebleton competed in persuade 
with her piece “Money Can’t Buy 
Happiness” and also in dramatic 
interpretation. Grayson Mjoness 
and Ethan Skoog competed in a 
humorous duo with their piece 
“The Ballad of Jersey and Jim.” 
Grayson also competed in humor-
ous and Ethan competed in radio.
 When asked about the sea-
son, Coach Jackie said, “We are 
so proud of our team. There was a 
noticeable difference in the dy-
namics of our team as the season 
progressed. Students cheered on 
other students and acted more like 
a family, which as coaches, was 
so good to see. We have enjoyed 
coaching at Richland and look 
forward to the upcoming seasons. 
We encourage everyone to sup-
port these hard-working students. 
Next year, come out to a meet to 
see what we do and why we love 
it so much. You won’t be disap-
pointed!”

by:  Ella Weinmann

Class of 2022
Emma Heyen
Drew Gunness
Keagan Neppl

Class of 2023
Addie Christensen
Kennedi Wagner

Class of 2024
Alison Heyen
Penelope Miranowski
Levi Ulven
Isabel Viele
Ella Weinmann
Nicholas Wulfekuhle

Congratulations to the following 
students who were accepted into 
North Dakota Honor Society 
2022:

Richland High School recog-
nizes and honors students for 
outstanding achievement.  The 
highest recognition is bestowed 
through membership in the 
Richland Chapter of the North 
Dakota Association of Honor 
Society.  Students achieve this 
recognition by displaying exem-
plary leadership, service, char-
acter, and academic excellence.

 Honor Society

 Office     701-372-3464
 Jim         701-899-0624
 Andrew  701-899-3944

      CONSTRUCTION INC
   6645 161st Ave SE  Walcott, ND

JAV



 Carolina Volpe Santos came 
to Richland from the city of San 
Paulo, Brazil. Its population is 
twelve million! When asked about 
her hometown, Carol explained 
that it is a very big city and not 
the safest. Also, unlike here where 
everyone owns and drives their 
own cars, in Brazil most people 

 Chiara Bellicini is from Civi-
date Camono, Italy. Her hometown 
has a population of around 3,000 
people. It is located in a valley sur-
rounded by mountains. She says 
the biggest differences from Italy 
to North Dakota is that we don’t 
have mountains and our towns are 
far apart. In North Dakota we have 
to drive farther to get to neighbor-
ing towns, but in Italy it’s just one 
town into the next. 
 The name of Chiara’s school 
in Italy is Olivelli Putelli and it’s 
one building with many different 
schools that you can go to. Chiara 
says that some differences from 
our school to her school is that 

RHS Hosts Foreign Exchange Students
 For the first time ever, Rich-
land High School hosted four 
foreign exchange students at one 
time. These students arrived at 
RHS after Christmas and attended 
school here the entire second se-
mester.  Their host families do not 
live in our district, but the Fargo 
and West Fargo school systems do 
not accept foreign exchange stu-
dents unless they are present for 
the entire school year.  As a result, 
the students attended Richland and 
we are so glad they did!  Chiara, 
Fabia, Lari, and Carol have been 
wonderful additions to our school. 
Before they go, we thought you 
should know a little more about 
them.

get around by public transporta-
tion. Obviously, the weather is very 
different here, too, since it doesn’t 
snow in Brazil.
 Back home Carol attended 
Albert Einstein School. It has about 
three hundred students which Car-
ol says makes it a medium sized 
school in her city. She says that 
classes were much harder in Brazil 
and she has really loved attending 
school at Richland.
 Carol’s number one favor-
ite thing about the USA and North 
Dakota is snow. She has also found 
some American snacks and drinks 
that she loves including peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches, knoefla 
soup, and Mountain Dew. Her least 
favorite food that is popular here 
is mac and cheese. She also added 
that she dislikes hunting and the 
reckless driving she has seen while 
here. 
 Although she loves it here, 
Carol says her biggest challenge is 
missing her family back home. She 
also added that she really struggles 
to do laundry and she misses certain 
foods she can only get back home 
in Brazil. 
 Carol is glad that she came 
to the states because she has had 
the opportunity to grow as a person 
and make new friends. Her favorite 
thing to do at Richland is to see her 
friends. Carol never fails to light up 
someone’s day with her kind words, 
her singing, and her dancing. She is 
full of life and it will be hard to see 
her go.  

- interviewed by Isabel Viele - 
Chiara

- interviewed by Popi Miranowski - 
Carol

teachers are stricter in Italy and 
students don’t get to build relation-
ships with them. Other differences 
include the fact that students can’t 
choose their classes and they at-
tend school from 8 am to 1 pm. 
They also don’t have school sports 
in Italy. You have to join a sports 
club and they don’t have school 
activities like yearbook or student 
council either. Instead, they study 
and they study a lot. 
 When asked if she likes 
school here or in Italy better, she 
says she prefers it here. She likes 
being able to talk to people and 
create bonds and she likes sports 
and being on a team. Instead of 
dreading going to school, she likes 
coming here. 
 Chiara’s favorite U.S. food 
and drinks are chips and queso, 
bars, shrimp tacos, and pink lem-
onade. Some of her least favorite 
U.S. foods and drinks are pickles, 
Mountain Dew, and Monsters. 
She’s not a big sugary drink or 
snack fan. 
 



RHS Hosts Foreign Exchange Students

 Lariane Moreira Dos Santos 
is from Curitiba, which has a pop-
ulation around two million people. 
She says her hometown is an urban 
city that, when compared to other 
large Brazilian cities, is fairly safe. 
When asked how different home 
and North Dakota are from each 
other she says, “They are totally 
different!” Some other things Lari 
mentioned were the lack of public 
transportation in ND, the size of 
roads, and the weather. She enjoys 
the snow, but she hates the cold. 
 School is very different in 
Brazil compared to here. Lari at-
tended Sant’Anna, where she grad-
uated, and the senior class consisted 
of 500 students. She also explained 
that the school system in Brazil is 
different from here in America. At 
Richland students are given choice 
in the classes they would like to 
take as long as they have the neces-
sary credits. In Brazil, students are 
not given choices. Also, at Sant’An-
na the teachers moved classrooms 
and the students had their own des-
ignated classrooms. 
 Lari went on to explain that 
American schools value sports 
more than schools in Brazil. When 
asked what she likes about Rich-
land she stated, “I love living here. 
My favorite thing is the sports and 
the free choice to take more than 
basic subjects.” 
 Coming to America has been 
a bit of a culture shock. This is 

something that Lari said she had to 
adapt to, but it is also a very good 
experience. So far she has found a 
few American things she adores. 
Her favorite foods and drinks here 
are knoephla soup, chips and que-
so, Mountain Dew, and Sour Patch 
Kids. She has also discovered some 
dislikes as well, such as Twizzlers, 
root beer, and hot dishes. 
 Overall, Lari has had a won-
derful experience here and wishes 
to visit again in the future.- interviewed by Skylar Olson - 

    Lari

- interviewed by Addie Christensen -  
    Fabia

 Fabia Oberbeckmann is from 
Munich, Germany which has a 
population of 1.5 million people. 
Fabia shares that Germany has lots 
of churches, mountains and that it’s 
known for Oktoberfest. It is differ-
ent from North Dakota in that the 
churches tend to be 130 feet tall 
and most grocery stores are above 
apartment complexes.
 In Germany, Fabia attends 
Theodolinden Gymnasium, a school 
with 1,000 students in grades 5-12. 
Fabia has 30 students in her class 
and explains that it is different there 
because it is a much bigger school 
and phones are strictly forbidden. 
She has enjoyed being at Richland 
due to the variety of sports and the 
closer relationship that you can es-
tablish with your teachers.
 Something that Fabia loves 
about North Dakota is being able to 
drive around with friends, specifi-

cally going through drive-thrus. In 
Germany, there are less fast food 
options and they only have McDon-
alds drive-thrus. Fabia enjoys Takis 
for a snack, Starbucks coffee from 
Walmart, and Mountain Dew. Her 
least favorite items include mac n 
cheese, Twizzlers, root beer and 
Mexican food.
 Fabia was surprised when 
coming to North Dakota that you 
can get water free from a restaurant 
because it costs around seven dol-
lars in Germany. Additionally, Ger-
many has public transportation to 
get from place to place, but here it 
is more difficult to get around with-
out a driver’s license. 
 Fabia is grateful to have be-
come a foreign exchange student 
because she has learned a lot. She 
has grown from the experience by 
learning how to spend money and 
communicate with new people. 
She’s also learned more about her 
future interests and life path. 
 Fabia has always wanted to 
come to the United States and says, 
“I love that I’m here, it’s kind of 
like a dream come true!”

Richland will miss you, 
Chiara, Carol, Lari, 

and Fabia! 
  Thanks for all the fun memories!



Varsity Track & Field 
by:  Nick Wulfekuhle

Junior High Track 

 Richland’s track team has 
faced many challenges in their sea-
son so far. A long winter and wet 
spring have kept the team practic-
ing indoors and the bad weather 
has canceled many outdoor events. 
Despite these unfavorable condi-
tions, the track team still continues 
to practice and work hard for a 
spot at the state track meet at Bis-
marck on May 26-28.
 Senior Nick Thompson re-
cently threw 58’ 2” in the shot put. 
With that distance, he qualified to 
the state track meet and he also 
broke a school record.  The pre-
vious record of 47’ 7 3/4” was set 
by Blake Loomis in 2017. Sopho-
more Nick Wulfekuhle also broke 
a school record this year in the 110 
meter hurdles by running a time of 
16.67 seconds. The previous record 
(16.78) was set by Brad Flaa in 
1988. Wulfekuhle has been con-
sistently placing in the top three 
in two hurdle events and the tri-
ple jump this season and hopes to 
qualify to state at the region meet 
held in Lisbon on May 21.
 On the girls’ side, the team 
has been led by sophomore Isabel 
Viele and freshman Cora Hermun-
slie. Both girls recently performed 
well in Sisseton with Viele placing 
third in the 100m hurdles at Sisse-
ton and Hermunslie placing fifth in 
the 1600m run.
 This year’s team members 
include Nick Thompson (throw-
ing), Lari Moreira Dos Santos 
(sprints & jumps), Chiara Bellicini 
(sprints & jumps), Ashton Dalton 
(sprints & jumps), Nick Wulfekuh-
le (hurdles, jumps, sprints), Isabel 
Viele (hurdles, sprints, jumps), 
Taylor Gowan (sprints), Nick Mjo-
ness (throwing & jumping), Wade 
Gorder (throwing), Mikey Hopping 
(throwing), Cora Hermunslie (dis-
tance), Preston Schmit (sprints), 
Abbie Fischer (pole vault), and 
Lila Viele (pole vault & jumps)

  
 With a slow rainy start to 
the season, the junior high track 
team ended strong. This year 
there were ten junior high ath-
letes out for track. 
 The team included Ale-
da Krenzel, Amelia Willprecht, 
Boden Schroeder, Jozie Foley, 
and Shaylee Little in seventh 
grade. Abbie Fischer, Brezlyn 
Callenius, Jaci Foley, Lila Viele, 
and Sadie Mickelson made up 
the eighth grade team.  The 
teams were coached by Megan 
Viele, Lois Vorachek, Jett Foley, 
and Cassie Wulfekuhle with Ava 
Bernstein and Gigi Ulven work-
ing as student managers. 
 At every meet throughout 
the season, the Colts kept getting 
better and kept placing higher. 
Many individuals earned first 
place ribbons this year. At the 
end of the season, Lila Viele, Ab-
bie Fischer, Brezlyn Callenius, 
and Aleda Krenzel all moved up 
to compete with the varsity. 
 The last junior high meet 
was held at Central Cass. There, 
the seventh grade girls placed 
sixth overall with just four girls 
competing and the eighth grade 
girls placed fourth overall with 
just five girls competing. 
 Congratulations to all the 
athletes who competed. Can’t 
wait to see how you guys im-
prove each year! 
  

by:  Isabel Viele

 Coaching the Colts this year 
are Megan Viele, Lois Vorachek, 
Cassie Wulfekuhle, and Jett Foley. 
When asked what her thoughts were 
on the season so far, head coach 
Viele responded, “We had a cold 
snowy start, but the return of indoor 
meets helped. Now that the weather 
has gotten nicer, the athletes have 
improved after every meet.”  Coach 
Viele also added that a personal 
highlight for her was bringing the 
track team back to her home town 
of Sisseton and competing at their 
new track facility
 No one has qualified for state 
yet, but a few athletes are close to 
qualifying by time and distance. 
The regional track meet is also 
coming up fast with the top three in 
each event advancing to state. 
 Good luck to all athletes in 
their final push at the end of the 
season!
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 This year’s golf team was 
coached by Mr. Moline and mem-
bers included Mason Storbakken, 
Teddy Flaa, Levi Ulven, Casyn 
Syvertsen, Daniel Clark, Owen 
Sayler, and Keller von Ruden.
 It has been a challenging 
spring due to weather and can-
celled meets. At two out of the 
three meets they have attended so 
far, the Colts have placed fourth 
out of nine teams. At the first 
meet of the year Mason Storbak-
ken tied for third place. In the 

Golf Team Playing Well
next few weeks the golf team is 
excited to participate in region 
qualifier meets and hopefully 
state. 
 When asked about the sea-
son, Coach Moline said,“I am 
proud of all the work that the 
boys have put in this year and 
how they have managed to keep 
positive attitudes despite a chal-
lenging spring.” 
 Great job Richland Golf 
and good luck on the rest of your 
season!

by: Cora Hermunslie
 The Kindred/Richland 
baseball team has been enjoying 
a succesful season thus far.  De-
spite the rainy weather, the team 
has played a lot of games and 
the Vikings currently hold an 
8-3 record (6-2 in region play). 
Highlights of the season so far 
include victories against Velva 
(12-2), Oakes (2-1), and Ender-
lin (16-1).  
 Senior Nick Thompson 
had a fantastic night against 
the Enderlin Eagles. In the first 
game that night he hit a three 
run homerun and then added 
another three run homerun in 
the second game, but he wasn’t 
done there.  He hit a grand slam 
in the final game!  
 Thompson has been play-
ing varsity baseball for the Vi-
kings for years. He pitches and 
also plays first base. This year 
he is joined by his brother Cody 
Thompson who pitches for the 
varsity team as well as the JV 
team.
 The Kindred/Richland JV 
baseball team currently holds 
a 4-1 record. Due to the rainy 
weather the team has had many 
games cancelled, but they have 
pulled off big wins against 
Horace, Oakes, and Fargo Da-
vies. Richland has two play-
ers on the the JV team: Cody 
Thompson and Nicky Mjoness. 
Thompson pitches and plays 
first base and Mjoness pitches 
and plays short stop.

by:  Alison Heyen
Baseball

Softball
by:  Alison Heyen

 There are twenty-seven 
girls playing softball for the 
Kindred/Richland Vikings this 
year and seventh grader Jan-
na Taszerak is one of them.   
  Taszerak plays first base 
or short stop for both the “C” 
squad and the JV team. The 
Vikings currently hold a 5-3 
record and a highlight of the 
season includes beating the rival 
Central Cass Squirrels.  It has 
been five years since a Richland 
athlete has gone out for softball.
 Good luck on the rest of 
your season, Janna! Nick Thompson up to bat
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RHS Musicians Shine 
at Music Contests

by: Skylar Olson

 This spring the high school 
music students competed at two 
different competitions. On March 
14 the choir attended regionals at 
VCSU. Students who competed at 
the region vocal competition in-
cluded the following: Dacey Will-
precht, Hannah Malaterre, Addie 
Christensen, Ashton Dalton, Pe-
nelope Miranowski, Isabel Viele, 
Ella Weinmann, Nick Wulfekuhle, 
Cora Hermunslie, and Julianne 
Baker. 
 Members of the choir sang 
eleven pieces including two large 
ensembles entitled “Count the 
Stars”and “Red is the Rose.” 
Richland musicians performed 
three duets at regionals: “Char-
iot’s Comin!” (Nick and Ash-
ton), “Spring Wind” (Dacey and 
Julianne), and “Wild Mountain 
Thyme” (Isabel & Popi).  In addi-
tion, five students sang solos that 
day including Cora (“What Do the 
Stars Do?”),  Dacey (“Caro Mio 
Ben”), Julianne (“The Willow 
Song”), Ashton (“Poor Wayfaring 
Stranger”), and Nick (“A Song”).
 The scoring system at the 
regional competition goes as fol-
lows: superior (star), excellent, 

good, and fair.  Although none of 
the vocal groups qualified to state 
with a star rating, the large group 
ensemble, along with every duet 
and solo, all brought home “excel-
lent” ratings which is impressive.
 On March 31 the instrumental 
contest was held at VCSU. Students 
who competed included the fol-
lowing: Addie Christensen, Ashton 
Dalton, Josie Skoblik, Skylar Ol-
son, Isabel Viele, Nick Wulfekuhle, 
Nick Mjoness, Wade Gorder, Juli-
anne Baker, and Cora Hermunslie. 
 This year the entire band 
learned percussion parts and they 
performed a percussion piece enti-
tled “Centralization” at the regional 
competition. In addition, Nick M 
and Wade performed a sax duet 
(“Hunting Music”), Nick W, Isabel, 
and Ashton performed a percussion 
trio (“Firecracker”), Addie, Josie, 
and Isabel performed a mixed trio 
(“Carnival Scene”), Josie and Sky-
lar performed a flute duet “Canon 
in D”), and Addie, Josie, and Skylar 
performed a flute trio (“Ave Verum 
Corpus”).  Also at regionals, Nick 
W performed a mallets solo, Addie 
performed a flute solo, and Cora 
performed a trumpet solo. 

 The band musicians all 
came home from the regional 
competition with “excellent” 
ratings, with one group earning a 
star. The flute trio of Addie, Sky-
lar, and Josie earned a star rating 
which qualified them to the state 
competition which was held in 
Minot on May 7. The girls per-
formed well at state and came 
home with an excellent rating.
 Band and choir director Mr. 
Aamold was proud of his stu-
dents’ accomplishments. Accord-
ing to Mr. Aamold, “All of our 
students worked hard and per-
formed well at competition. They 
represented Richland well!” 
 Congratulations on a great 
music competition season!  Also, 
a big thanks goes out to Mr. 
Aamold for all his hard work and 
his dedication to the music pro-
gram over the years. He will be 
greatly missed next year and we 
wish him the best.
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 The FCCLA State Leadership Convention was held in Bis-
marck April 10-12.  Richland chapter members Inger Holdman, 
Lily Miranowski, and Sydney Loff competed in the Chapter in Re-
view category and placed second overall at the state level.  The trio 
will now compete at the FCCLA National Leadership Convention 
which will be held in San Diego, California June 29-July 3. 
 Congratulations and good luck, girls!

FCCLA Members Qualify 
to Nationals
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