
Enough is Enough - Keep it Clean

Kristie Williams, Augusta, Chair of the K12 Budget Committee and KPI are at it again,
playing by their own rules and refusing to maintain transparency.  Keep in mind she has
railed on schools for the past three years on what they call a lack of transparency. The
legislature even passed a bill to promote parents' rights to demonstrate parents have
the right to information at school. It didn’t matter that parents already had 95% of those
rights prior to any legislation ever introduced. I’m sorry, I regressed.  This past
Wednesday morning, Williams made an announcement at the Well of the House
Chamber her committee would have a hearing on SB 83 Thursday at 3:30. SB 83 is a
bill recently passed out of the Senate designed to expand tax credit scholarships. With
the short notice, opponents didn’t have the opportunity to gather speakers and
testimony to share thoughts or impacts of the bill, folks only had 28 hours to get
anything ready to testify.

This is just the tip of the iceberg over the next few weeks.  The pressure,
misrepresentations, threats, and bullying tactics will continue on a handful of Republican
representatives who have said they will not vote for vouchers. That number holds
around 10, maybe more if representatives voted the way their communities want them
to vote as compared to the Republican leadership directing them to vote. Did you know
Republican Legislators had to sign an oath to vote the party line? Yes, that means the
party becomes more important than the community they represent. As I said, you can’t
make this stuff up. Meanwhile, back at the K12 Budget Committee, Williams has
indicated she plans to gut SB 83 and build another Frankenstien bill, stuffed with
unnecessary or bad K12 education legislation, along with the K12 budget recommended
by Governor Kelly. For the last couple of years, this massive junk bill was the only way
much of the Republican education legislation passed.

Interestingly enough, the Chair of the legislative budget committee, Troy Waymaster,
said he would like to pass a clean budget bill and not a bill cluttered with policy. Without
the votes to override a Governor's Veto on the voucher bill alone, the Frankenstien bill
with the education budget might be the only way to meet the expectation of the national



agenda for the fractured Republican party and the party's dark money donors. The
worst part of the crazy national push, the research is clear, vouchers don’t help most
students who move from public schools to private schools.

You don’t have to look much beyond Florida and Arizona to see how vouchers have
hindered student learning, placed increased pressure on state budgets, and increased
separation between the haves and have-nots. Included research demonstrates a large
percentage of public school students who move to private schools return to public
schools in less than two years. Unfortunately, on average, they are a ½ standard
deviation lower in math than when they left the public schools.

We have to continue to inform our communities and your legislators about the negative
effects of bills like SB 83, HB 2048, HB 2218, and HB 2382, and support our legislators
to hold firm with their communities and vote on individual legislation based on its merits,
not as part of a bundled bill. Help your legislator know you don’t support these bills and
appreciate the transparency and work the school is doing to meet the incredible
challenges we face in our society. The only way to make a difference is by working
toward positive change, not continuing to pile on rhetoric recommended by a random
group that doesn’t support the needs of our students and schools.
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